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“If farmers become weak the country loses self-reliance,
but if they are strong, freedom of the nation also becomes strong

-Rajiv Gandhi

Ashok Gehlot Sam Pitroda
Chief Minister, Rajasthan

Rajiv Gandhi

(20 August 1944 - 21 May 1991)

On his 77" Birth Anniversary
Sadbhavna Diwas

Join the Virtual Event
Rajasthan Innovation Vision
(Rajiv-2021)

&8 T for Good Governance”’
on 20 August, 2021 at 11 am

(™ Key Speaker ¢
Sam Pitroda

(Ex-Innovation Advisor, former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
& Dr. Manmohan Singh)

(e Presided by
Ashok Gehlot

Chief Minister, Rajasthan

Rajasthan Samwad

All are cordially invited!

Live telecast on
https://www.youtube.com/user/GehlotAshok
https://www.facebook.com/AshokGehlot.Rajasthan Department of Information & Public Relations, Rajasthan
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Get your New Cheque Book
before 15.09.2021

Dear Customers of erstwhile Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank of India

Please replace your old cheque book with New Cheque Book with updated PNB IFSC & MICR
as your old cheque book will not be valid from 01.10.2021 as per the Regulatory Guidelines

-
Get your new cheque book:
* From your Branch

tsiia aigieiel s

.. 5 FT Feft !

* Apply through ATM/IBS/ PNB ONE n

Request you to also replace the post dated cheques (erstwhile Oriental Bank
of Commerce and United Bank of India) if issued, with new cheques

s

punjab national bank

...the name you can BANK upon !

For further details:

Please contact the nearest branch of
Punjab National Bank or call our customer
care number 18001802222/18001032222 or
& write to us on care@pnb.co.in

Oriental

Together for the better

NEARBY

Caste-based census:
Bihar team to meet PM
PATNA/NEW DELHI

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar will lead a delegation
of multiparty leaders from
the State to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
August 23 to press for a
caste-based census in the
country. With the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election
just a few months away,
the BJP has maintained an
uneasy silence on the issue.

NEWS » PAGE 10

Centre for CBI probe into
'DTC low-floor bus scam’
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of Home
Affairs has recommended a
preliminary enquiry by the
CBlinto the purchase of
1,000 low-floor buses by the
Delhi government. In a letter
to the Chief Secretary of

the Delhi government, the
Ministry took note of a report
submitted by a three-member
panel, set up on the order of
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal, for a detailed inquiry.
The BJP and the Congress had
demanded a free and fair
probe into the issue.

CITY » PAGE 3

I (CBI, SIT to investigate
Bengal violence cases

HC orders submission of status reports within six weeks

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday directed a CBI in-
vestigation into all cases of
murder and crimes against
women in connection with
alleged post-poll violence in
West Bengal.

For other cases, the court
constituted a special investi-
gation team of three senior
IPS officers of the West Ben-
gal cadre.

The order by a five-judge
Bench comes after allega-
tions of violence were
brought before the court in
the form of multiple writ pe-
titions. The court had direct-
ed the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
to set up a committee to look
into the allegations. The
committee submitted its re-
port on July 13, suggesting a
CBI investigation into the
matter.

“All the cases where, as
per the report of the com-
mittee, the allegations are
about murder of a person
and crime against women
regarding rape/attempt to
rape, shall be referred to CBI
for investigation. The com-
mittee, NHRC, any other

C

In number of cases, the State
had failed to register FIRs and |
opined the same to be not cases of

murder. This shows pre-determined

mind to take investigation into a

particular direction

c) An investigation by
independent agency will

inspire confidence to all concerned
CALCUTTA HIGH COURT

commission or authority
and the State shall imme-
diately hand over entire re-
cord of the cases entrusted
to the CBI for investigation,”
the order by the Bench,
headed by acting Chief Jus-
tice Rajesh Bindal, said.

The Bench will monitor
the investigations by both
the CBI and the SIT. It asked
the two agencies to submit
status reports to the court
within six weeks.

The order was written by
the acting Chief Justice and
Justices I.P. Mukerji, Harish
Tandon, Soumen Sen and
Subrata Talukdar gave con-
curring orders, some with
their own views.

“Heinous crime such as
murder and rape deserve to

be investigated by an inde-
pendent agency which in cir-
cumstances can only be
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion. It is for the reason that
in number of cases, the State
had failed to register FIRs
and opined the same to be
not cases of murder. This
shows pre-determined mind
to take investigation into a
particular direction. Under
such circumstances, investi-
gation by independent agen-
cy will inspire confidence to
all concerned,” Justice Bin-

dal wrote in the order.

Hours after the order, the
CBI formed four teams head-
ed by senior officers to inves-

tigate the cases.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

RSS-affiliated farm unions plan stir

Bharatiya Kisan Sangh will protest on September 8 to demand MSP guarantee

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS)-affiliated farmers
and trade unions on Thurs-
day announced plans to hold
protests on September 8 to
demand Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for crops and
curbs on price rise.

Leaders of the RSS-affiliat-
ed Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
(BKS) said the Centre should
either bring in a law to ensure
that MSPs are actually paid to
farmers or amend the 2020

farm reform laws to do so.
This is also a demand of
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) platform of farm un-
ions, which is opposed to the
BJP and has been vociferous-
ly protesting the three farm
laws for almost a year now.
“There is no point in an-
nouncing MSP rates if most of
the farmers are not actually
getting that price in the man-
dis. Many farmers are not
even getting their production
costs covered,” BKS general
secretary Badri Narayan

Chaudhary told The Hindu
on Thursday.

‘Time till month-end’

“We will give the government
time to take action and res-
pond to our concerns until
the end of this month. But if
they do not, we are prepared
to carry out a dharna at the
national level on September
8,” he added.

He said the BKS was not
asking the government itself
to procure all crops at MSP
rates, but rather to ensure

that no buyer is allowed to

pay below MSP rates.

Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), the
Central trade union affiliated
with the RSS, wrote to Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman on Thursday with a
copy of the resolution passed
in their meeting last week.

The BMS resolution said it
would hold protests in all dis-
tricts of the country on Sep-
tember 8 if the government
did not take immediate steps
to curb price rise.

We will look at working with them on
market access issues, says Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Hopes of an India-U.S. trade
pact are off the table even as
India is keen to resolve trade
issues with the U.S., Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Thurs-
day, after referring to signals
from the Joe Biden adminis-
tration that it is not interest-
ed in a free trade agreement.
The comments are signifi-

cant as this is the first time
that the stance of the Biden
administration on the FTA
negotiations, something the
previous Donald Trump ad-
ministration was keen to
work on, has been spelt out
officially.

“The U.S., as of now, has
kind of indicated that they
are not looking for new trade
agreements, but we will look
at working with them on

HC protects interfaith
couples from Gujarat law

MAHESH LANGA
AHMEDABAD
Granting protection to inter-
faith couples from harass-
ment under Gujarat’s anti-
conversion law, the Gujarat
High Court on Thursday
said some sections of the
Act will not apply to a mar-
riage that did not involve
force, fraud or allurement.
A Division Bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Vikram
Nath and Justice Biren
Vaishnav, passed the inte-
rim order, saying it was
meant to protect people
from unnecessary harass-
ment. The order applies to

Sections 3, 4, 4A to 4C, 5, 6
and 6A of the Gujarat Free-
dom of Religion (Amend-
ment) Act, 2021.

“Pending further hear-
ing, rigours of Section 3, 4,
4A to 4C, 5, 6, and 6A shall
not operate merely because
the marriage is solemnised
by a person of one religion
with another religion with-
out force, allurement or
fraudulent means, and such
marriages cannot be termed
as marriage for the purpose
of unlawful conversion,” the
Chief Justice said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Piyush Goyal

market access issues on both
sides,” Mr. Goyal said during
an interaction with expor-
ters. The Minister added that
even resolution of these is-
sues would boost outbound
trade to the U.S.

Resolving issues such as
non-tariff barriers, entering
mutual recognition agree-
ments, and aligning with
each other on higher quality
international standards
would help spur trade bet-
ween the countries, he said.

On his recent visit to In-
dia, U.S. Secretary of State
Anthony J. Blinken had said
India and the U.S. must con-
tinue to grow their trade re-
lationship to fuel the eco-
Nnomic recovery.

CONTINUED ON» PAGE 10

Loan scheme to be
notified soon, says FM

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

A 60,000 crore loan gua-
rantee scheme for helping
sectors hit the hardest by
COVID-19 is yet to get off the
ground, 52 days after it fi-
gured at the top of an eco-
nomic relief package to cope
with the shocks of the se-
cond wave.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
work on it was under way,
and it will be notified and
implemented soon. “It’s all
happening and is in the pro-
cess,” she told The Hindu.

This proposed credit sup-

port was part of a new 1.1
lakh crore loan guarantee
scheme for COVID-affected
sectors, announced on June
28 under a relief package
whose financial implications
were pegged at nearly 36.29
lakh  crore by the
government.

Of the 1.11lakh crore addi-
tional credit that was to flow
to COVID-affected business-
es, 350,000 crore was ear-
marked for healthcare pro-
jects in non-metro cities and
was approved by the Union
Cabinet two days later.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Nagaland CM
allays fears
over RIIN

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio has sought to
allay fears over an exercise
akin to Assam’s National Re-
gister of Citizens, allegedly
designed to leave out cer-
tain Nagas and non-Nagas
for their eventual eviction
or denial of opportunities.

The State government,
through a notification on
June 29, 2019, had decided
to update the Register of In-
digenous Inhabitants of Na-
galand (RIIN) with Decem-
ber 1, 1963, as the cut-off
date for the inclusion of pe-
ople in it. The exercise was
put on hold after opposi-
tion from various quarters,
which demanded that the
cut-off date be changed to
April 28, 1977, when the go-
vernment laid down the cri-
teria for issuing indigenous
inhabitant certificates to
the residents.

“Citizens of India should
not be denied their rights.
Therefore, decisions on RI-
IN should be well thought-
out and should not cause
any harassment to any com-
munity,” Mr. Rio said at a
consultative meeting bet-
ween the government and
leaders of apex Naga tribal
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Delhi Police constable sacked due
to involvement in illegal activities

Station House Officer has also been sent to District Lines

STAFF REPORTER
FVVDELHI

A constable has been dismis-
sed from his service for his
involvement in illegal activi-
ties in Paharganj, the police
said on Thursday.

The Station House Officer
has also been sent to District
Lines.

In an order dated August
18 signed by Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Central)
Jasmeet Singh, it was stated
that Constable Amit Kumar
“has committed one of the
gravest acts of misconduct
which cannot be tolerated in
any disciplined organisation
like the police... He indulged
himself in an abominable

act... The shameful act com-
mitted by him has not only
tarnished the image of pol-
ice force and brought dis-
grace to the organisation but
has also demoralised other
police officers”.

Case comes to fore

It is stated that a case of fir-
ing was reported on August
14 in Paharganj police sta-
tion and it was found that
the firing was between two
groups over the operation of
satta.

It was further revealed
that the constable was work-
ing in close connivance with
the satta operator and was
involved in the collection of

proceeds from such illegal
activities. The order also
stated that the constable was
aware of all the illegal prac-
tices, which were being un-
dertaken at some of the
bars. Mr. Kumar had alleged-
ly hidden his connection
with the owners of the bars
when asked about them. His
call detail records, however,
proved otherwise.

On July 26, the constable
was sent to District Lines af-
ter which a discreet inquiry
was initiated against him.

A senior police officer
said the punishment of such
policemen will send a loud
message to others to not
flout rules.
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Punjab Government

led by
Chief Minister

Capt. Amarinder Singh

pays homage to

Sant Harchand Singh Longowal

An apostle of peace, harmony and
staunch believer in value based politics

on his

36" Martyrdom Day

S. Sadhu Singh Dharmsot

Minister of Forests, Printing & Stationery and
Social Justice, Empowerment & Minorities

and

Sh. Vijay Inder Singla

Minister of School Education and Public Works

will pay floral tributes to the great martyr at

Grain Market, Longowal (Sangrur) on
August 20, 2021 at 10:30 AM

CM to inaugurate city’s first smog tower

Event scheduled
for August 23;
move aimed to
control air
pollution in Delhi,
says Environment
Minister

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Thursday said Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal will
inaugurate the city’s first
“smog tower” to help purify
polluted air.

“The smog tower will be
inaugurated by Chief Minis-
ter Shri Arvind Kejriwal on
August 23, 2021. Next, ex-
perts will start monitoring
the performance of the tower
and then assess its impact on
the environment. We will
then accordingly submit a re-
port to the government and
act upon the plan,” Mr. Rai
said after inspecting the tow-
er at Baba Kharak Singh Marg
in Connaught Place.

The smog tower is a 24
metre-high structure fitted
with fans and air filters and it
will draw in polluted air from
the top and release purified
air near the ground through
fans fitted on sides. The tow-
er has 40 big fans and 5,000
filters to clean the air.

Supreme Court order

On January 13 last year, the
Supreme Court ordered the
Delhi government to build a
smog tower at Connaught
Place in the city by April 13,

Environment Minister Gopal Rai inspecting the construction site of the smog tower at

Connaught Place in New Delhi on Thursday. =saNDeep sAXeNA

WHAT IS A SMOG TOWER?

e Itis a 24 metre-high steel and
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» The tower is built at a cost of

L BOUNDARY FENCE
%20 crore

1,000 cubic metre of air per second will be
purified by the tower

be installed in Anand Vihar
by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) by the
same time. But the govern-

2020, to control air
pollution.
On the same day, the court

also ordered a smog tower to

Department of Information & Public Relations, Punjab

Two held for
raping woman

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two persons have been
arrested for allegedly rap-
ing a 22-year-old woman
in north-east Delhi’s Shas-
tri Nagar, the police said
on Thursday.

A senior officer said the
accused have been identi-
fied as Nitin and Rohit —
both residents of Noida.
The victim is also a resi-
dent of Noida.

The police said a call
was received at 4 p.m. on
August 16 on the women’s
helpline number wherein
the caller stated that she
was raped by two men.
She told the police that
the duo brought her to
Delhi in a car from Noida
on the pretext of helping
her with a job and raped
her, and dumped her at
Dharampura  junction.
Her medical examination
has been conducted.

The victim said she and
Rohit were known to each
other. The victim gave the
police the registration
number of the vehicle.
Next, the accused were

held.
A case under Section
376D (punishment for

gang rape) of the Indian
Penal Code has been regis-
tered against the accused.

BusinessLine’ s Cerebration
2021 — one of India’s pre-
mier corporate quiz cham-
pionships — is back with its
18th edition. This time, the
quiz will be in a virtual for-
mat.

The quiz is designed for
corporate executives, busi-
ness professionals, B-school
students, and MBA aspi-
rants.

The preliminary online
quizzing was scheduled
from August 4 till August 11
to shortlist the top six from
each of the six cities — Chen-
nai, Bengaluru, Kochi, Hyd-
erabad, Mumbai and Delhi.
It witnessed more than
6,000 participants.

Now for the regional Del-
hi round, the following six
participants will battle it out
and one will qualify for the
grand finale on August 28.
Participants selected for the
Delhi regional round, which
is scheduled on August 21 at

» The tower has been built as a pilot study
following Supreme Court orders

ments missed the deadlines
for both the towers.

On July 29, 2020, the Su-
preme Court threatened con-

@ After inauguration,

experts will start
monitoring the
performance of the
tower and then
assess its impact on
the environment.
We will then
accordingly submit
areport to the
government and
act upon the plan

GOPAL RAI
Enviornment Minister

tempt action against the In-
dian Institute of Technology
(Bombay) on learning that
the premier institution has
opted to pull out of the court-
ordered project to instal the
tower.

Less than a month after
this, an MoU was signed for
building the tower.

The Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee of the State
government was the nodal
authority for building the
tower. IIT Mumbai and IIT
Delhi were technical advisors
and Tata Project Ltd. execut-
ed the project.

The smog tower is a pilot
project and is expected to in-
fluence the air quality of
more than 1 km in the down-
wind direction, said an offi-
cial. “The government is
working on reducing pollu-
tion in the city; be it dust pol-
lution, vehicular pollution or
stubble burning...I am cer-
tain that the smog tower will
contribute immensely to-
wards this cause. The smog
tower will work with full
force after the monsoon sea-
son,” Mr. Rai said.

[IT-D reaches out to alumni
for fundraising campaign

It seeks to strengthen teaching, research

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Delhi has reached out
to its alumni to celebrate 60
years of it establishment
through a fundraising cam-
paign— Going Further, by
Giving Back.

The campaign is seeking
support to realise the insti-
tute’s strategic vision for
2030.

From I3L-X61L

The institute said the IIT-
Delhi Endowment Fund has
set an ambitious target of
collecting pledges from its
over 54,000 global alumni
by which alumni can pledge
amounts ranging from 33
lakh to 61 lakh to be contri-
buted over five years.

It added that the effort is
inspired by the annual
fund-raising approaches of
some of the leading global
universities, which have
raised even larger levels of
alumni and philanthropic
funding through their an-
nual campaigns.

In the last two decades,
alumni of TITD have
launched over 800 star-
tups, raising over US$ 19 bil-
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4 p.m., are: Ayush Awasthi,
EY; Rahul Panda, Steel
Authority of India Ltd; Rishi
Kant Gupta, Steel Authority
of India Ltd; Ashish Kumar,
Zomato; Abhinav Dhar, PT
JayKay Files Indonesia; and
Rohan Khanna, Barclays.

Prize money

One stands a chance to win
the most coveted intellec-
tual title and take-home
prize money worth up to
.5 lakh. (First prize-
%75,000, second prize-

»

lion in funds collectively,

placing the Institute
amongst the world’s top-10
undergraduate pro-

grammes in terms of a num-
ber of startups founded and
capital raised by its grad-
uates. The institute is hop-
ing that these entrepre-
neurs will be willing to give
back to their alma mater.

The institute is seeking to
strengthening teaching and
research, investing in tech-
nology leadership in select
areas, revamping industry
engagements, setting up a
world-class entrepreneur-
ship centre for alumni, stu-
dents, and faculty and build
strong alumni engagement
teams by 2030.

V. Ramgopal Rao, direc-
tor, IIT, Delhi, speaking
about the campaign said
since its establishment in
1961, IIT-Delhi has nurtured
and encouraged people
who want to change the
world by doing things diffe-
rently. After 60 years, that
same founding ethos has
gained even more signifi-
cance by giving brilliant pe-
ople the space to make a
tangible difference, to do
new and disruptive things.

BusinessLine’s quiz back with its 18th
edition; sees over 6,000 participants

This time, the competition will be in the virtual format

third

and
prize-325,000)

350,000

Log in details

Quiz enthusiast can login to
witness the top six battle it
out by registering at -
https://bit.ly/BLQUIZ21 or
scan the QR Code.

The event is sponsored
by the following - title
sponsor: Union Bank of In-
dia; powered by: CFA Insti-
tute; and in Association
with ManageEngine & BSE
IPE.
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Centre for CBI
inquiry into DTC

low-floor bus scam’

It is a political conspiracy: Delhi govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Home Ministry has re-
commended a preliminary
enquiry by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation into the
purchase of 1,000 low-floor
buses by the Delhi
government.

In a letter to the Chief Se-
cretary of the Delhi govern-
ment, the Home Ministry
took note of a report submit-
ted by a three-member com-
mittee set up on Lieutenant-
Governor Anil Baijal’s order,
for a detailed inquiry.

The Ministry said after ex-
amining the matter, and
with the approval of the
competent authority, it had
requested the Department
of Personnel and Training to
take necessary action for un-
dertaking a preliminary en-
quiry by the CBI.

The BJP and the Congress
that had raised the issue de-
manded that Transport Mi-
nister and DTC chairman
Kailash Gahlot and all those
officials involved must be re-
moved from their post with
immediate effect and free
and fair probe must be en-
sured.

Reacting, the Delhi go-
vernment said: “There is ab-
solutely no truth to these al-
legations. A committee was
already set up to investigate
the matter thoroughly,
which gave a clean chit. It is
a politically motivated con-
spiracy against the AAP.”

A Delhi government spo-
kesperson said that the BJP
wants to prevent the resi-
dents from getting new bus-
es and that, in the past as
well, the Central govern-
ment has tried to harass the

Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, AUG. 20
RISE  05:54 SET 18:56
RISE 17:43 SET 03:12
SATURDAY, AUG. 21

RISE 05:54 SET 18:55

RISE 18:30 SET 04:18
SUNDAY, AUG. 22

RISE 05:55 SET 18:54

RISE 19:12 SET 05:24
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 36 27
Safdarjang 36 27
Palam 37 29

Delhi Palam Today

34°C Few spells of rain and
thundershower with cloudy sky
and moderate winds. Day
remian warm and humid.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
32°C Few spells of light to
moderate rain and thunder-
shower would continue. Light
winds with cloudy sky to
mainly overcast sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Delhi government using the
CBI, but not even once has
their attempt been success-
ful because there has never
been any truth to any of
their allegations. “The Delhi
government does not be-
lieve in the politics of slan-
der, it only believes in good
governance and is commit-
ted to delivering upon its
promise of good gover-
nance,” the spokesperson
said.

Former State BJP presi-
dent and Rohini MLA Vijen-
der Gupta said that the mat-
ter was raised in the Delhi
Assembly in March 2021 and
complaint filed in the Anti
Corruption Branch but the
Delhi government instead of
answering, tried every trick
in the book to suppress the
matter altogether.

“The Ministry of Home
Affairs took cognisance of
the report submitted by the
committee and found the
findings to be a sufficient
ground to order a CBI probe.
The 5,000-crore scam has
dented the carefully crafted
image of Mr. Kejriwal of be-
ing a crusader against cor-
ruption. Instead, it is evi-
dent that he has been
standing and shielding the
corrupt since Day 1,” Mr.
Gupta said.

“Ever since the AAP came
to power, it has bled the DTC
to virtual death, and the cor-
poration needs a massive
overhaul to bring it back into
the level of efficiency and
profits it had attained under
the Congress rule to provide
affordable transport to the
common people,” said Delhi
Congress president Ch. Anil
Kumar.

Foreign
national held
with heroin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old national of
Ivory Coast was arrested
for allegedly selling he-
roin in the national capi-
tal, the police said on
Thursday.

The accused has been
identified as Kassi Fran-
cis, a resident of Ivory
Coast in Africa, they said.

On Saturday, the police
received information that
a foreign national will
come to metro pillar num-
ber 894B and was sus-
pected to sell heroin,
Dwarka Sector-15, the pol-
ice said.

The police laid a trap
and apprehended Francis
who came on a scooter.

Search conducted

A search was conducted
and a polythene bag was
found in his pocket, they
said. When it was opened,
101 gram heroin, worth
over X1 crore in interna-
tional market, was found
in it, the police said.

Capital records maximum temperature of 36.5°C; moderate rain likely today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The national capital record-
ed a maximum temperature
of 36.5 degrees Celsius on

Thursday, three notches
above season’s average, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

The minimum tempera-

ture in the city settled at 27.5
degrees Celsius, one notch
above normal, it said.

The relative humidity re-
corded at 5.30 p.m. was 56%.

The weatherman has
predicted “generally cloudy
sky with moderate rain” for
Delhi on Friday.

According to weather ex-

perts, good rainfall in the last
10 days of the month is ex-
pected to cover the precipi-
tation deficit in the national
capital.

Normally, the Capital
gauges 247.7 mm rainfall in
August. The IMD had earlier
predicted normal rainfall for
Delhi this month.
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MIT School of

i} Bioengineering Sciences

& Research

2\ MIT-ADT
UNIVERSITY

PUNE, INDIA

Breathe Life into Engineering Career !

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2021 -22

) M.Techin )
Environmental Bioengineering

2 years course

1.Industry Oriented Course

2.Project Based Learning

3.Interactions with Corporate & Research Professionals

4.Placements Assured

Qualifying entrance exams: PERA / GATE

PERA 2021 Dates
27th, 28th & 29th August 2021
Last Date to Apply: 23rd August 2021
Apply here : www.mitbio.edu.in
Contact:+9191460 51 841/42,+91 74474 44 027/ 28
admissions.mitbio@mituniversity.edu.in

Rajbaug, Next to Hadapsar, Loni Kalbhor, Pune- 412 201
Contact : +91 90210 80 112 | www.mithio.edu.in =
E] www.facebook.com/mitbioengineering/
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Government of Punjab
remembers

Shri Rajiv Gand

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

Birth Anniversary

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION
AND PUBLIC RELATIONS, PUNJAB

k€ To commemorate Late Sh. Rajiv Gandhi’s
vision of inclusive welfare of all
sections of the society, my government
will today launch a Rs. 520 crore
debt relief scheme that will benefit
2.85 lac farm labourers and landless
farming members of Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies. We remain
committed to building the resurgent

and progressive India of his dreams. 33

Capt. Amarinder Singh
Chief Minister, Punjab
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‘Help children orphaned due to COVID-19

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
urged people to sponsor the
needs of a child or children
or donate towards the Delhi
Child Welfare Fund as many
children have been rendered
orphans due to COVID-19.

A public notice issued by

the Women and Child Deve-
lopment Department of the
Delhi government also said
that people can contact the
department to be foster pa-
rents.

The department said that
during the pandemic, many
children have been rendered
orphan and deprived of fa-

mily care having lost one or
both parents and they need
to be placed in foster care so
that their right to grow in a
family is restored.

Foster parents

“Seek recognition as ‘Fit Per-
son or Foster Parents’ to re-
ceive a child/children for ser-

vices of specific purpose
based on the need or in fos-
ter care in your family,” the
notice read.

“You any visit the district
child protection unit of res-
pective district of Delhi and
submit your application or
many mail it at scpsdel-
hi@gmail.com,” it said.

BSES

BSES Rajdhani Power Limited
Regd. Off.: BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019
Website: www.bsesdelhi.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Objections / Response to BSES Rajdhani Power Limited's Appeal No. 246 of 2021 filed before the Hon'ble Appellate Tribunal for Electricity
against DERC Tariff Order dated 28.08.2020 related to the “True-up of expenses for FY 2018-19 and approval of Aggregate Revenue
Requirement & Tariff for FY 2020-21".

. BSES Rajdhani Power Ltd.(“BRPL") has filed an Appeal No. 246 of 2021 before the Hon'ble Appellate Tribunal for Electricity
(“Hon'ble Tribunal”) challenging the Tariff Order dated 28.08.2020 passed by Ld. Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission
(“DERC”) in Petition No. 01 of 2020 with respect to certain specific findings and observations. The Appeal has been admitted on
16.07.2021. Accordingly, BRPL by the Public Notice seeks to inform the public regarding filing of the Appeal as also to invite
objections and responses (if any) to the Appeal. The Appeal is listed for hearing on 02.09.2021 before the Hon'ble Tribunal (via
video conference mode).

2. Thefindings of the DERC have been challenged on the following issues:

S. No.

Issues

No relaxation in CE and T&D Target despite force majeure events

Overestimation of sales

Reduction in O&M Expenses based on provisionally estimated lower capitalization for FY 2020-21

Cost of auditor certificates pursuant to Judgment in Appeal 246 of 2014

License fees paid on assets

Physical verification Issues: 10 issues (Issue No. 7, 14, 15, 16, 20, 23, 24, 36,58) linked to the same
by the Commission pending for implementation

Loss due to retirement of assets from FY 2004-05 to FY 2016-17 (DERC Order 29.05.2017)

Disallowance of Bank charges/ syndication fees from FY 2007-08 to FY 2018-19

Computation of AT&C Losses for FY 10 using actual kWh figures

o E‘e\.‘.

An RT-PCR test in progress at Majlis Park in Delhi on Thursday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

City reports 25 fresh
infections, two deaths

Positivity rate now stands at 0.04%; 69,160 tests conducted

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Capital reported only 25
new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,37,217, as per a
bulletin released by the Del-
hi government.

There were two new
deaths reported and the to-
tal number of deaths stood

at 25,079.

A total of 69,160 tests
were done in a day and that
test positivity rate (TPR) was
0.04%.

Of the total cases,
14,11,690 people have reco-
vered and there are only 448
active cases.

The COVID-19 vaccine
stock of the city on Thursday

Non-considerations of actual units reversed on account of self-consumption

Financing cost of LPSC based on SBI PLR (FY 08 to FY 13)

Incorrect revision of R&M Expenses by revising “K” Factor from FY 13 to FY 17

Funding of working capital in debt-equity ratio of 70:30 for first control period

Re-casting of means of finance based on actual consumer contribution capitalised

Lower rates of carrying cost

Deferment of capitalization based on El Certificate

Impact of Truing-up of first 11 months of FY 08

Non-revision of AT&C Loss Trajectory for second control period (FY 13-16)

Increase in employee expenses corresponding to increase in consumer base

Lower Cost of debt for second Control Period (FY 13 to FY 17)

R&M and A&G Expenses for FY 05

Re-fixation of AT&C Loss for FY 12

True-up of interest rates of loans for first control period (FY 08 to Fy12)

Capital expenditure on equipment’s purchased from REL not allowed

Repayment of loans not considered while computing WACC

Disallowance of Incentive from sale of surplus power.

No reasoning specified for lower rate of interest for capex loans for FY 2018-19

Advance from consumers-FY 2017-18.

Advance from consumers-FY 2018-19

Incorrect truing-up of carrying cost rates for FY 2017-18 and FY 2018-19

Incorrect computation of over-achievement on account of T&D loss targets

Ratio of fixed to energy charges

Income from street light maintenance business to be considered as other business income

Commission earned on ED considered as Non-Tariff Income

Disallowance of interest on inter-company loans by considering it as Non-Tariff Income

Treatment of Income-tax contrary to Regulations

Incorrect truing-up of Working Capital Interest rates for FY 2018-19

Loans approved since FY 2008-09

Loss due to retirement of assets from FY 2017-18 and FY 2018-19

Normative rebate of 2%

RPO penalty

Capitalisation for FY 2017-18

Capitalisation for FY 2018-19

Reduction in O&M Expenses based on provisionally allowed capitalisation despite no reduction in
capacity (FY 2018-19)

KYC Expenses

fees, Legal expenses, Revision of Bonus of Contractual employees, Energy Audit Expenses as part of DSM Charges.

Additional O&M Expenses FY 17-18 and 18-19: Impact of GST, Impact of Minimum wage revision, SMS Charges, Legal

Unilateral consideration of Special Rebate announced by Ministry of Power in Power Purchase Costs for FY 2020-21.

Erroneously disallowed the Sustained Deviation Charges while computing the total Power Purchase Cost for 2018-19.

Direction related to Pension Trust Liability

Incorrect levy of penalty on account of alleged delay in depositing deficit in pension trust amount

Write-back miscellaneous provisions considered as part of NTI for FY 2007-08 to 2018-19

CLASSIFIEDS MART BRLI=18{oq [oh (% 3
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for notice of the general public that a
political party is proposed to be registered by the:
name of “PATHIK JANSHAKTI PARTY". The
office of the party is located at Khewat No 345,
Khata No 793, Khasra No 82/ /5(0-13) Vill &
PO : Sidhani, Tehsil : Tohana, Block - Jakhal
Distt.: Fatehabad Pin Code -125133.
Haryana. This Party has submitted application
to the Election Commission of India, New Delhi
for its registration as Political Party under|
Section 29A of the Representation of People!
Act, 1951-Name/Address of the Office -bearers
ofthe Party are as follows:

Interim Injunction
We, IAF International  Astrology

Federation, a Company incorporated
under Companies Act, 2013, 65/2496-
A, 2591, 2nd Floor, Infinity Metro,
Kaloor, Kochi-682 017 here by give
Public Notice that the Honorable
Munsiff Court, Ernakulam, dated 2nd
August, 2021 in IA No.2/2021 in OS
NO.1310/2020 Ordered an Interim
Injunction CPC, 1908 in favour of us and
restraining the respondents,
Rashtriya Jyothish Evam Rudraksha
Anusandhan Sansthan, A trust at
Lucknow, Utter Pradesh & 2 other
parties and their agents from making any
claim over the TITLE and OWNERSHIP
of the Plaintiff in any manner and also
from making communications through
Social or Visual Media or any other
media contending that the Plaintiff
company is a subsidiary company/
institution and under the control and
management of respondents.
Thus we IAF International Astrology
Federation here by put to the notice of
the Public that we have no connection
with the respondents and their agents.
Consequently, anyone shall not be
misleaded or deceptively thereto or
likely to mislead by the Name, Title
and Ownership of Ours with that
of the respondents. Therefore, the
Public is hereby cautioned against
misleading or misrepresenting from the
respondents and their agents or other
similar people using our name.
By IAF International Astrology
Federation
Sd/-
Director

Pr /Chairman : Singh/Add :
Slo : Ram Singh, Kakot, Kaithal Haryana-136043
General Secretary/Secretary: Raj Kumar/
Add : S/o Prem Chand, Sidhani (215), Sidhani,
Fatehabad-125133

Treasurer : Suresh Pal/ Add :H. No 125,
Gobindpur, Dhanana NaraingarhAmbala-134201
Ifany one has any objection to the registration of
PATHIK JANSHAKTI PARTY they may send
their Objection with reasons thereof, to the!
Secretary (Political Party) Election Commission
of India, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New
Delhi-110001 within 30 days of the publication of
this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for notice of the general public that a
political party is proposed to be registered by the
name of Maulik Adhikar Kranti Party. The office
of the party is located at H. No. 402, 3rd Floor,

Plot No. 2-3, Gali No. 3, Friends Enclave,

Shahberi, Greater Noida Extension, Gautam

Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. This Party has

submitted application to the Election

Commission of India, New Delhi for its

registration as Political Party under Section 29A

of the Representation of People Act, 1951.

Names/addresses of the Office Bearers of the

Party are as follows:-

1. President-Vijaypal Upadhyay, Village-
Chhaprauli Bangar, Sector-168, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.

2. Vice President- Sunil Kumar, Village-
Salarpur Khadar, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar,U.P.

3. General Secretary — Amit Sharma, Village-
Chhaprauli Bangar, Sector-168, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.

. Treasurer- Kamlesh, Village-Chhaprauli
Bangar, Sector-168, Noida, Gautam Budh

IS

Nagar, U.P.

5. Organization Minister- Satyapal Singh
Upadhyay, A-329, Gali No. 16, A4-Block,
Sonia Vihar, Delhi

If any one has any objection to the Registration

of Maulik Adhikar Kranti Party, they may send

their objection with reasons thereof, to the

Secretary (Political Party) Election Commission

of India, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New

Delhi-110001 within 30 days of the publication

of this notice.

Maulik Adhikar Kranti Party

morning would last for three
days, as per another bulle-
tin.

Number of vaccinations
A total of 1,37,938 vaccina-
tions were done on Wednes-
day and till now, 1,19,71,576
doses of vaccines have been
administered in the city, the
bulletin said.

FIR against
Emaar India
top officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

A first information report
has been lodged against 14
people, including former
and existing top officials
of Emaar India Limited
and Group CEO of Emaar
Properties, at the behest
of MGF Developments
Ltd. on charges of forgery,
criminal breach of trust,
criminal conspiracy and
cheating under the Indian
Penal Code.

The FIR said the ac-
cused wrongly enriched
themselves to the tune of
%25 crore at the cost of the
complainant.

According to the FIR,
Emaar officials fraudu-
lently forged board resolu-
tions of MGF subsidiary
companies and executed
general power of attorney
in favour of Emaar in res-
pect of land owned by the
subsidiaries of MGF.

The MGF alleged that
Emaar India, on the basis
of fraudulent GPA, en-
tered into collaboration
agreement in respect of
the said land with a local
builder of Gurugram, who
thereupon, has applied
for grant of licence for de-
velopment of Affordable
Group Housing in Sector
81 Gurugram.

NGT plea seeks action
against construction
project in Ghaziabad

Tribunal tells
panel to furnish
report within
three months

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Following a plea seeking re-
medial action against a con-
struction project in Ghazia-
bad for alleged violation of
environmental norms, the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed senior
environment ministry and
pollution control board offi-
cials to conduct an audit of
the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Author-
ity (SEIAA) to find out how
“frequent blatant viola-
tions” are taking place.

A Bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel constituted a
two-member committee
comprising officials from
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) and the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to look into
the violations.

The committee will com-
prise officials from the Un-
ion Environment Ministry,
CPCB, district magistrate
Ghaziabad and Uttar Pra-
desh pollution control
board, the Bench specified.

“The joint committee
may visit the site and inte-
ract with stakeholders to

Cost disallowed on account of excessive trading at Ul above contingency limit

Disallowance of power purchase cost from FY 13 to FY 16 on account of overlapping banking transactions

Appeal 6959-60 of 2015 before Hon'ble Supreme Court

Disallowance on account of monthly billing rebate contrary to its' own affidavit submitted by the Commission in Civil

Working Capital not changed for previous period despite of correct treatment for FY 2017-18

Disallowance on account of Regulated power from FY 12 to FY 18

Disallowance of rate of short term power procured during period of Regulation of Power

Capping of Equity at 30% and re-opening the statutory Transfer Scheme

Erroneous net worth computation

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
GENERATION DIVISION USHP-1, SUMBAL (Kangan)

(Email id: xenesumbal@gmail.com)

e-NIT No: GDS/ 01

of 2021-22

Dated: -16-08-2021

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, J&K Power Development Corporation, sealed bids (Two Cover)
valid for 180 days, accompanied with earnest money in the shape of DD/ CDR/FDR/BG from any
Nationalized/Scheduled Bank @ 2% of the estimated value pledged to the Accounts officer with Chief
Engineer, Generation Wing, Kmr, JKPDC are invited from OEM/ Registered firms/ Contractors having

sufficient experience of the relevantjob

NEW DELHI

. Copies of the Appeal Paper Book can be obtained from office of Mr. Kishan Singh Rana having their offices at: J. Sagar
Associates, B 303, 3rd Floor, Ansal Plaza, Hudco Place, August Kranti Marg New Delhi - 110049 (Phone:011-49370673)

. Anyone who intends to file Objections/Responses to the Appeal may file 3 copies of the same at the Registry, Appellate Tribunal
for Electricity, 7th Floor, Core IV, SCOPE Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi— 110003 before the next date of hearing in the matter
along with proof of service on the Appellant addressed to Mr. Anupam Varma/ Mr. Rahul Kinra, J. Sagar Associates, B 303, 3rd
Floor, Ansal Plaza, Hudco Place,August Kranti Marg New Delhi- 110049 (011-43110600, 43110617).
. The said submissions should be supported by an affidavit in the notified format and should carry the full name, postal address
and e-mail address, if any, of the sender. Should the objector wish to be heard in person, he must appear before the Hon’ble
Tribunal on 02.09.2021 for which no separate notice shall be issued. ) . L.

P For BSES Rajdhani Power Limited

Sd/-
Rajul Agarwal
Head (Regulatory Affairs)

Regd. Off. : BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | Corporate Identification No.: U40109DL2001PLC111527

Telephone No. : 19123 (Toll-free) | Fax No. : +91 11 39999890 | Website : www.bsesdelhi.com

S. Description Estimated | Amount | Cost of tender Time
Enforcement sales not considered on actual basis No cost Lacs) EM[‘,"((RS) ‘ﬁgrﬁ“r'e“ff"r‘l‘:aﬁfe') wm")’,;ﬁon
Directive on adjustment related to 1% of sales 01| Restoration of Unit-Il of 2x11.3 MW USHP-I, Sumbal 80.83 | 161600| 2000.00 | 45days
Old methodology for computation of financing cost of LPSC continued CRITICAL DATES
Non-correction of errors (in RoCE) 1. | Date ofIssue of tender notice 16-08-2021

2. | Period of downloading of bidding documents. 18-08-2021 to 01-09-2021
Efficiency Factor for FY 2010-11. 3. | Bid submission start date 18-08-2021
Erroneous consideration of Short-term Power Purchase Cost for FY 2020-21. 4. | Bidsubmission end date 01-09-2021

5. | Date &time of opening of Bid (Online). 02-09-2021

1. The complete bidding process in two cover will be online. Cover 1 contains techno commercial bid and
cover 2 contains price bid. The bid document along with EMD, DD and all other required documents shall be
uploaded online and also shall be submitted in the office of Superintending Engineer, Generation Circle-Il,
JKPDC, Bemina Srinagar and same will be considered for technical bid opening. Due to non operation of
treasury in JKPDC the Cost of tender document in original shall be submitted in the office of Superintending
Engineer, Generation Circle-1l, JKPDC, Bemina Srinagar by or before bid submission end date.

2. Bid documents can be seen at & downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in .The bid
documents contain Qualifying criteria for the bidders, specifications, Bill of Quantities, terms & conditions and

other details.

i) DD on account of cost of tender document (Pledged to CP&AO Kangan).
i)  Prescribed EMD (i.e 2 % of estimated value).

iii)  Copy of Registration certificate.

iv)  Copy of valid GST Registration Certificate.

Authority reserves therightto: -

i) Increase / Decrease the quantity of material.

i)  Rejectany orall bids without assigning any reason thereof.

DIPK-NB-2709/21

Executive Engineer
Generation Division USHP-I

Goel.

premise.

c The NGT plea
alleged that
construction was
taking place
without requisite
environmental
clearances

verify the status of com-
pliance. Based on the facts
found, statutory authorities
may take remedial action
including stopping creation
of third party rights and
further construction activi-
ties, if the same are found
to be in violation of the
law,” the Bench said. The
Tribunal directed the com-
mittee to furnish the report
within three months.

The directions came
when the green panel was
hearing a plea moved by Sa-
viour Park Apartment Own-
ers Association, which al-
leged that construction was
being taken place without
requisite  environmental
clearances.

Case against candidate
for illegal distribution
of liquor in the Capital

STAFF REPORTER

The police have registered a case following
a complaint alleging illegal distribution of li-
quor by a candidate, Paramjeet Singh Chan-
dok, during the Delhi Gurdwara Praband-
hak Committee elections.

The police said they got a PCR call at Na-
raina police station regarding illegal distri-
bution of liquor at the Delhi Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee elections by Ward No.
13 candidate Paramjeet Singh Chandok of
Shiromani Akali Dal party.

“Instantly a raid was conducted at the
premises in Naraina Vihar and 35 bottles of
whiskey were recovered from the posses-
sion of Harveen Singh Lamba [55],” said De-
puty Commissioner of Police (West) Urvija

The police said that another raid was
conducted at the co-accomplice — C.S. Bha-
tia (63) — wherein two filled and 28 empty
bottles of whiskey were recovered from his

Sd/- The police said Mr. Bhatia is senior V-P of

Sumbal

»

SAD, Delhi. A case under Section 33/38/58
Delhi Excise Act has been registered and in-
vestigation is in process.
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New Model For

- When the farmers of a nation get weaker, ultimately the nation

" becomes dependent on other nations, similarly, when the farmers
of a nation are stronger; the freedom of a country remains stronger.
If we cannot maintain the progress of agriculture, we will not be
able to remove poverty from our nation

-Rajiv Gandhi

The State of Chhattisgarh
Remembers & Pays its Tribute to
Former Prime Minister, Bharat Ratna

Late Rajiv Gandhi KISAN NYAY YOJANA

on his Birth Anniversary Transfer of second instalment of

Sadbhavana Diwas 4 ?152201‘
on 20" August
" < I5750 cr to be paid in 4 instalments, benefit to

e

anera
a1

ai3ta input subsidy of 310,000 per acre for Kharif season

2020-21 if switching crops or planting trees

20.74 lakh farmers
SOUHAY SYALLOIANA

< First instalment of 1526 cr transferred on 21st May
Cow dung bringing monetary benefits

Category ‘ Amount o R  E  aRe

RAJIV GANDHI

< Farmers selling paddy at MSP this year will receive

Cattle F?rm*;:S 1 il RAJIV GANDHI
2701::11 s :e 'H_‘:tP Groups 286-‘;2 o GRAMIN BHOOMIHIN
antAgn, Fomumlnees i KRISHI MAJDOOR NYAY YOJANA

< To be implemented from FY 2021-22
< About pl1JEV:4:] beneficiaries
< Per family assistance of §{ Uil per year

Registration open from 1* Sep till 30" Nov 2021

: Shri Bhupesh Baghel

Hon 'ble Chief Minister, Chhattlsgarh
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Haryana Assembly session
likely to be a stormy affair

Opposition set to corner State government on several issues

VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

The monsoon session of the
Haryana Assembly, which is
slated to begin on August 20,
is likely to be a stormy affair,
with the Opposition set to
corner the BJP-led govern-
ment on several issues, in-
cluding police lodging sedi-
tion cases against farmers,
rising inflation and unem-
ployment.

Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Leader of the Opposition in
the State Assembly of the
Congress party, on Thursday
chaired a meeting of Con-
gress Legislature Party (CLP)
here to deliberate issues to be
raised during the Assembly
session.

Adjournment motion

Mr. Hooda said his party’s le-
gislators had given an ad-
journment motion to discuss
the paper leak and recruit-
ment scams. “Apart from
this, adjournment motions
have also been given to sus-
pend proceedings and dis-

Leader of the Opposition
Bhupinder Singh Hooda

cuss issues like the cases of
sedition being registered
against farmers, damage to
crops due to waterlogging,
delay in giving tube well con-
nections, rising inflation and
unemployment,” he said.
“We will ask the govern-
ment questions in the As-
sembly on every issue that
concerns the people of the
State. The people want answ-
ers as they are facing innum-
erable challenges due to the
ill-conceived policies of the
BJP-Jannayak Janta Party (JJP)
coalition government. The

government is in deep slum-
ber, hoping that the problems
will go away on their own,”
Mr. Hooda added.

“The government hid the
actual death toll due to CO-
VID-19 and a lack of oxygen. It
is clear that the government
does not want to see the
ground reality. Today, unem-
ployment, crime and infla-
tion are at their peak. Scams
are being carried out in the
name of employment and go-
vernment recruitments,” he
said.

Mr. Hooda said poor fami-
lies in the State during the
previous Congress govern-
ment were provided with
foodgrains, pulses, sugar, salt
and oil when he was the Chief
Minister.

“During the BJP-JJP go-
vernment, this scheme of
free ration has become only a
medium of advertising and
creating publicity events. The
present government stopped
giving pulses, mustard oil, su-
gar and salt to the poor,” the
Congress leader added.

Now, JD(U) Ministers to hear
people’s grievances at party office

Party following
in the footsteps
of the BJP

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

Following in the footsteps
of ruling alliance partner
BJP, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar has asked JD
(U) Ministers to listen to
grievances of party work-
ers and people at the State
unit’s headquarters in Pat-
na for four days a week.

The BJP Ministers in the
Nitish Kumar Cabinet have
been doing this since Au-
gust 2 under the party’s sa-
hyog (assistance) pro-
gramme for six days a
week.

‘Ministers informed’

“All Ministers of the JD(U)
have been informed about
the decision to be at the
party office on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays from next
week”, said State JD(U) pre-
sident Umesh Singh Kush-
waha.

‘Rajasthan Cong. leaders fighting for the chair’

Union Minister leads Jan Ashirwad Yatra’ to highlight achievements of Modi govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Union Labour Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav on Thursday
targeted the ruling Congress
in Rajasthan for the “power
tussle” between rival fac-
tions, while leading a “Jan
Ashirwad Yatra” for high-
lighting the achievements of
the NDA government at the
Centre. Mr. Yadav said the
top leaders of the Congress
were fighting for the chair.

The three-day yatra,
which began from Bhiwadi in
Alwar district, will cover a
distance of 417 km and hold
public dialogues at 40 plac-
es. The march will pass
through the rural areas and
the towns in Alwar and Jai-
pur districts and finish in
Ajmer on Saturday.

Mr. Yadav, a Rajya Sabha
member from Rajasthan, has
made his maiden entry into
the State after his recent in-
duction in the Union Cabi-
net. Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
BJP State president Satish
Poonia and other leaders ac-
companied Mr. Yadav in a
specially-designed vehicle,
painted in saffron colour,
during the yatra.

Mr. Yadav alleged that the
fight between Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and his former
deputy Sachin Pilot had
pushed back the develop-

Union Labour Minister Bhupender Yadav taking part in the Jan Ashlrwad Yatra'in RaJasthan s
Alwar district on Thursday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

ment agenda and resulted in
lack of governance and a
poor law and order situation.
“This is a meaningless tussle
for power... It will cause a
great harm to the rights of ci-
tizens and impede the State’s
progress,” he said.

“Atmanirbhar Bharat”

The Union Minister, who also
addressed a meeting of BJP
workers at B.M. Birla Audito-
rium in Jaipur, said the oppo-
sition party would win the
next State Assembly election
and form the government in
the State. He said the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had taken
several decisions to improve
people’s lives and was trans-

forming India into “Atma-
nirbhar Bharat”.

BJP workers escorted the
yatra on motorcycles and
cars fitted with loudspeakers
and raised slogans in support
of Mr. Yadav and the party.
The march passed through
Tapukara, Tijara, Kishangarh
Bas, Khairthal, Bansur, Kot-
putli, Shahpura, Chandwaji
and Achrol before entering
the State Capital late in the
evening.

Political observers said the
yatra was being used for
bringing Mr. Yadav, belong-
ing to an Other Backward
Class (OBC) community, into
the mainstream politics in
the State, where the BJP was
ridden with factionalism. Mr.

Yadav had planned former
Chief Minister Vasundhara
Raje’s Swaraj Sankalp Yatra
in 2013, which played a sig-
nificant role in her victory in
the Assembly polls.

Public dialogues

The public dialogues during
the yatra will also be used for
reaching out to the farmers’
groups in the rural areas in
an attempt to convince them
to end their agitation against
the agriculture sector laws.
Besides, the appearance of
Ms. Raje’s picture in the ban-
ners and posters put up for
the march was seen as a stra-
tegy to end the rift between
different camps in the par-
ty’s State unit.

Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar. =FiLE PHOTO

The BJP Ministers listen
to grievances of party
workers and common peo-
ple from Monday to Satur-
day.

“Not one but two or
three Ministers from our
party have been present at
the BJP headquarters on
their respective scheduled
day”, BJP State media in-
charge Rakesh Kumar said.

Three Ministers

Mr. Kushwaha, though, ad-
ded that “as per the pro-
gramme each JD(U) Minis-
ter will be at the party
office at least once a week”.

¢ The Transport Department
. and art may not always tra-
. vel hand in hand, but in Kol-
. kata they have come togeth-
¢ er to lend some colour to
. roads in the heart of the city.

This Independence Day,

. the West Bengal Transport
¢ Corporation (WBTC) began
¢ an art campaign, ‘Colours of
¢ Kolkata’, to celebrate what it
. called the diversity of Kolka-
: ta.

“Street art is common in

¢ America, Australia and Eu-
¢ rope. A small attempt is be-
¢ ing made to add some colour
: to the city of joy. This year
¢ marks 100 years of Satyajit
¢ Ray and 160 years of Rabin-
¢ dranath Tagore. To begin
¢ with, the street art has be-
: gun with these two stal-
¢ warts. The location is Park
¢ Circus, on the wall of a
{ WBTC tram depot,” said
: WBTC Managing Director
¢ Rajanvir Singh Kapur.

“The whole idea is to add

¢ some colour to our mun-
. dane streets. The art, cele-
¢ brating Kolkata and her fa-
: mous people, will be done
© on WBTC depot walls, most-

Two other Ministers too
would be present on the gi-
ven day, he said.

As per the schedule,
Education Minister Vijay
Kumar Choudhary, along
with Food and Consumer
Protection Minister Leshi
Singh and Minority Welfare
Minister Zama Khan, will
be present at the party of-
fice from 11.30 a.m. every
Tuesday from next week.

“Similarly, other Minis-
ters too would be present
at the party office on the gi-
ven day to hear grievances
of party workers and other
people”, added Mr. Kush-
waha.

Opposition jibe
Meanwhile, the Opposition
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leaders took a jibe over rul-
ing alliance partners “tak-
ing the cue from each oth-
er”.

“BJP now shows the path
to the ruling alliance partn-
er JD(U) in Bihar on what to
do and what not. Earlier, it
was vice-versa, wasn’t it?”,
asked a senior RJD leader,
preferring anonymity.

Private varsity brought
“under RTI purview

It received benefits from Odisha govt.

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The State Information Com-
mission (SIC) in Odisha has
declared Kalinga Institute of
Industrial Training (KIIT), a
deemed to be university and
one of State’s largest private
institutions, as a public
authority, which means the
university has to furnish in-
formation under the Right
To Information Act.

Despite KIIT’s reluctance
to come under the purview
of the RTI Act during the
past four years of hearing,
the SIC, in a 92-page judg-
ment, observed that since
the institute received signifi-
cant benefits from the State
government, without which
it would have struggled to
carry on, it should respond
to the RTI queries.

This is for the first time
that a major private univer-
sity in Odisha has been de-
clared a public authority un-
der the RTI Act.

“The commission is of
the considered view that the
KIIT is a public authority
within the meaning of Sec-

'WBTCs street art campaign
lends colour to ‘City of J ()y

Depot walls to
- celebrate city’s
- diversity

BISHWANATH GHOSH
: KOLKATA

Paying tribute: Art celebrating 100 years of Satyajit Ray on the
wall of a WBTC tram depot in Park Circus. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

ly located in the heart of the
city in prime locations. A lot
of times, people spit and de-
face our depot walls. It looks
bad. This would add an artsy
touch to the art capital of In-
dia and also maybe discour-
age people from spoiling the
walls,” Mr. Kapur, who has
initiated a string of people-
friendly measures ever since
he took charge in January
2020, said.

Eminent artists
“In future, eminent artists of
Kolkata will be invited to
help in creating such public
art at prominent locations to
make the city of joy even
more beautiful,” he said.
The ‘Colours of Kolkata’,
starting from Park Circus,
will cover the walls of most
of the depots by Durga Puja
in mid-October. The next
places in line are Tolly-

gunge, opposite the Tolly
Club, and also, Gariahat,

near Ballygunge Phari,
which also houses the Tram
World.

The Tram World was
launched in December
2020, commemorating the
140th anniversary of the
foundation of Calcutta
Tramways Company in Lon-
don.

The first two art works un-
der ‘Colours of Kolkata’ have
been curated by the WBTC
in collaboration with Mudar
Patherya, a city-based artist,
who has long experience in
livening up walls and electri-
cal boxes.

“The objective is to utilise
the public walls of the city to
send out a singular message
— that Kolkata is artistically
and aesthetically one of the
most vibrant cities of the
country,” said Mr. Patherya.

tion 2(h)(d)(ii) of the RTI
Act, 2005 and is directed to
furnish the required infor-
mation to the appellant, as
per his application in
Form-A, within 30 days
from the date of receipt of
this order,” State Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner Sunil
Kumar Misra said in a
judgment.

Pradip Pradhan, an RTI
activist, had knocked on the
doors of the SIC after he was
denied information by the
institution in 2017.

KIIT submision

KIIT secretary Rabindra
Nath Das had submitted that
the institution did not come
under the RTT Act as it was a
society of private persons
registered under the Socie-
ties’ Registration Act, 1860,
and it was neither set up un-
der the Constitution nor
was it established by an Act
of Parliament or the State
Assembly.

Mr. Pradhan had argued
that KIIT was a big benefici-
ary of government’s “lar-
gesse”.

Odisha child
rights panel
for reopening
of classes

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (OSCPCR) has re-
commended reopening of
Classes VI to VIII in a
phased manner.

“We have held multi-sta-
keholder discussion over
the past several weeks.
Teachers, parents and stu-
dents have strongly advo-
cated for gradual reopen-
ing of schools as it was
necessity for students’ cog-
nitive and academic deve-
lopment,” said Sandhyaba-
ti  Pradhan, OSCPCR
chairperson.

Health issues

Ms. Pradhan said, “long ab-
sence of students from
schools start to affect their
physical and mental
health. The online educa-
tion cannot replace the
school education.”

“While appreciating the
reopening of Classes X and
XII, students and teachers
voiced in support of reo-
pening of elementary class-
es. The commission also
recommends reopening of
Classes VI, VII and VIII in a
phased manner,” says the
commission order.

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a
female namely Gudiya Devi (alongwith her
son namely Viraj Kumar, Age: 8 Yrs.), W/o:
Murari Jha, R/o: Gali No. 21A, Savtenter
Nagar, Narela, Delhi has been missing
since 25.06.2021 at about 10:00 AM
from her home. In this regard DD No. 36A
dated 27.06.2021 has been lodged at

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed
that one person Namely: Ashu, S/o:
Sh. Ravi,
Mandir, Tanchua Mohalla, Mayur Vihar,
Phase-1, Delhi, Age: 21 Years, Height:
Complexion: Shallow, Face:
Round, Built:
Black Colour Shirt & Blue Colour

52"

Rl/o: Chilla Village, Shiv

Medium, Wearing:

General public is hereby informed that
one girl namely Sujata, D/o Ram
Surat Pandit, R/o H.No. A-360, Raja
Vihar, Badli Industrial Area, Cl/o
Rohit Ka Makan, Delhi, Age: 14
years, Height: 5', Complexion: Fair,
Face: Round, Built: Thin, wearing
White colour Suit and Salwar and
Black colour Dupatta and Brown

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that one [RS8
male was found dead from Road Side Near[g
Raja Garden Chowk, New Delhi on
01.08.2021. In this regard a DD No. 24A,
Dated 01.08.2021 has been lodged at P.S.
Moti Nagar, Delhi. The Dead Body has been
preserved in DDU Hospital Mortuary for
Identification. The description of the dead

Police Station Narela, Delhi. The description of missing lady
isasunder:

Name: Gudiya Devi, Age: 25 Years, Height: 5°3”, Face:
Round, Built: Medium, Complexion: Fair, Wearing: Black
& White Colour Saree and Black Colour Sandal in Feet.

If anyone has any information about this missing lady please
inform P.S. Narela, Delhi

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station, Narela, Delhi

DP/1167/ON/2021 Ph: 011-27280435, 7065036323

Pajama and Hawai Chappal in feet
has been missing since 15.06.2021
from the area of P.S. Mayur Vihar,
Delhi. In this regard DD No. 56-A,
ASHU Dated 19.06.2021, has been lodged at
P.S. Mayur Vihar, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing person but no clue has come to light sofar. Ifanyone
have any information about this missing person please inform
the undersigned.
Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@chi.gov.in
Fax: 011-23011334
DP/632/ED/2021

SHO
P.S. Mayur Vihar, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22711061, 22711048

colour Sandel in feet, has been
missing/ kidnapped from her house since 14.07.2021. In this
regard a FIR No. 494/21 U/S 363 IPC, dated 15.07.2021
has beenregistered at P.S. Samaipur Badli, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace
out the girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one
having any information about her please inform
undersigned.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in SHO
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in . N
Fax: 011-24368639 P.S. Samaipur Badli,
Ph. No. : 011-24368638, 24368641 Delhi

DP/1180/0N/2021 Ph. No.: 011-27854757, 27854799

body is given as under:
Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown R/o: Unknown, Age: About 45
years, Height: 57" (Approx) Face: Oval, Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Medium, Hair: Short Identification: Old healed
scar over left frontal region, Wearing: Green T-Shirt and Grey
Pajama.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so
S.H.O
P.S. Moti Nagar, Delhi

DP/519/WD/2021 Ph.: 011-25101150, 08750871125

D' = DELHI TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

" ! Development Corporation Ltd. (DTIDC)

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited
(An Enterprise of GNCT of Delhi)

Notice
Calling application for filling up various posts on deputation.
DTIDC, an enterprise of Govt. of NCT of Delhi, having it office at 2nd Floor,
Maharana Pratap ISBT, Kashmere Gate, Delhi invites applications from the
eligible and interested employees of Govt. organizations for the following posts on
deputation basis for an initial period of three years:-

1. AGM (Works- Civil) / Executive Engineer (Civil) - 02 Post
Level- 11 as per 7th CPC(Grade pay Rs. 6600/- pre revised scale)

2. AGM (Works- Electrical) / Executive Engineer (Electrical) - 01 Post
Level- 11as per 7th CPC (Grade pay Rs. 6600/- pre revised scale)

3. Manager (Works- Civil) / Asstt. Engineer (Civil) - 01 Post
Level- 8 as per 7th CPC (Grade pay Rs. 4800/- pre revised scale)

4. Manager (Works- Electrical) / Asstt.Engineer (Electrical) - 02 Post
Level- 8 as per 7th CPC (Grade pay Rs. 4800/- pre revised scale)

5. Asstt.Manager (Works-Civil) / Junior Engineer (Civil) - 02 Post
Level- 6 as per 7th CPC (Grade pay Rs. 4200/- pre revised scale)

6. Asstt.Manager (Works- Electrical) / Junior Engineer (Electrical) - 03 Post

Level- 6 as per 7th CPC (Grade pay Rs. 4200/- pre revised scale)

The last of receipt of application is 20.09.2021. The further details regarding
eligibility, qualification etc. can be seen on the website of DTIDC i.e. dtidc.delhi.
gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/0258/21-22 Executive Director, DTIDC

SEARGH FOR MISSING GIRL

General publicis here by informed that this girl
Namely: Radha, D/o Surender Kumar, R/o
H. No. K38, B-Block, Surya Vihar, Kapashera,
New Delhi, Age: 21 Years, Height: 5 feet,
Face: Round, Complexion: Wheaitsh, Built:
Thin, Wearing: Green Colour Kurta and Blue
Jeans and Slippers in Feet, has been reported
to be missing since 09.08.2021 from the area
of PS Kapashera, New Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 67A, dated 10.08.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this girl but no clue has come to light so far.

Any person having any information or clue about this girl kindly
inform to the following.
E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://chi.nic.in
Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

SHO

P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi

Ph No. 011-25063758, 7065036226
DP/782/SW/2021

SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified deadbody of
male Age : Approx. 35 years,
Height : 56", Face : Round,
Complexion : Wheatish, Build :
Medium, wearing white colour
shirt, grey colour pant and
chappal in feet, was found dead
on 12.08.2021 near godown of
Babu Lal and Anil Kumar, Khasra No. 72/3, Behind
Carniwal Banquet, Zindpur, Delhi. In this regard
DD No. 17-A, dated 12.08.2021 has been lodged at
P.S. Alipur, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

SHO : P.S. Alipur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27202290, 27708515

DP/1209/0ON/21

General public is hereby informed that a girl
namely Isha, D/o: Ramphal Singh, R/o:
H.No. C-136/B, Gali No. 08, Near Shiv
Mandir, Ambedkar Vihar, Joharipur,
Karawal Nagar, Delhi has been kidnapped
since 02.08.2021 from her home. In this
regard FIR No. 335/21 dated 03.08.2021 has
been lodged at Police Station Karawal
Nagar, Delhi. The description of kidnapped

girlisas under:

Name: Isha, Age: About 17 Years, Height: 5°5”, Built:

Medium, Face: Oval, Complexion: Fair, Wearing: Red

Colour Top, Blue Colour Jeans and Sky Blue Colour Slipper

inFeet.

If anyone has any information about this kidnapped girl please

inform P.S. Karawal Nagar, Delhi

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO
Police Station, Karawal Nagar, Delhi

DP/971/NE/2021

CcM

K »

Ph: 011-22932232, 8750870728
) M ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 2021

'A.P. govt. taking credi
for Centre's schemes’
TIRUPATI / TIRUMALA

The YSRCP government has
done nothing except affixing
its label to the schemes
sanctioned by the Centre,
Union Minister for Tourism
and Culture G. Kishan Reddy
said on Thursday. Addressing
the media, he said: "No
development is happening in
Andhra Pradesh, except for
the Centre's schemes."

Wild tusker electrocuted
in paddy field in Chittoor
CHITTOOR

A wild elephant was
electrocuted in a paddy field
at Buvanamantha village in a
forest enclosure in Somala

Boat crew seek share; SC stays ex gratia

SC directs Kerala HC not to disburse
32 crore to boat owner for now

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed the disbur-
sement of I2 crore to the
owner of a fishing boat shot
at by two Italian marines
aboard Italian flagship Enri-
ca Lexie in 2012, after 10
crew members demanded
their share from his compen-
sation.

The crew of the boat St.
Antony said they have every
right to get a cut of the com-
pensation from the boat
owner and that they too had
suffered “moral harm” and
trauma after escaping death
by hair’s breadth.

Issuing notice to the boat
owner, a Bench of Justices In-

subramanian asked the Kera-
la High Court not to disburse
the T2 crore to the boat own-
er for the time being. The
court will take up the case
again after two weeks.

Justice Banerjee, however,
indicated that once the own-
er comes aboard after receiv-
ing notice, the top court may
ask the Kerala High Court to
take a call on the crew’s de-
mand for their share.

SG’s suggestion

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the Centre, had
earlier in the hearing sug-
gested that the crew could
directly approach the High
Court with their plea for a
portion of the owner’s com-

Two crew members of St. Antony died after they were shot at
by Italian marines from tanker Enrica Lexie in 2012. =ReUTERS

Bench, instead of taking up
the matter directly, ought to
ask the High Court to im-
plead the boat owner and
the 10 crew members and
decide their case there.
Though Justice Banerjee

vice initially, the Bench final-
ly decided to have the boat
owner appear in the top
court first before taking any
further steps.

During the court hearing,
advocate Manish Dembla,

two of their friends on the
boat were killed in the shoot-
ing. They said not a penny
from the %10 crore compen-
sation paid by the Republic
of Italy had reached them.
They were not even made
parties in the case.

On June 15, the Supreme
Court agreed to close crimi-
nal proceedings against ma-
rines Massimiliano Latorre
and Salvatore Girone after
Italy paid 10 crore. Of this,
¥4 crore each was allotted to
the families of the two dead
fishermen. The remaining 32
crore was set aside for the
boat owner. The 10 survivors
said the bullets damaged the
outer body of the boat. The
boat was worth only 10
lakh. A payment of 32 crore
exclusively for the boat own-
er was “not justified”, they
said and urged the court to

WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
. Forecast for Friday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :
¢ places over Uttarakhand, Sikkim, sub-Himalayan West Bengal, :
: Bihar, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, central Maharashtra and Konkan :
¢ & Goa. Thunderstorm with lightning likely at isolated places over :
: Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, coastal Andhra Pradesh, :
¢ coastal Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal :
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on Thursday. "They are
suspected to be involved in
its distribution in Wayanad,

set, Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)

tricts of Ballari in Karnata-
ka and Kadapa and

(KSBL), C. Parthasarathy,
67, was arrested by the Hyd-

Karvy became a defaulter
by diverting the funds into

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
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Six engineering colleges in
Karnataka will be closed in
the 2021-2022 academic year.
Visvesvaraya Technological
University (VTU) said the
affiliation of these colleges
had been withdrawn. Three of
these are in Bengaluru. The
other colleges are in Belagavi,
Chamarajnagar and KGF.
Studets who enrolled will be
re-allotted to other colleges.

Inaugurating the ‘Mappi-
la Riots Martyrs Remem-
brance Year’ organised by
the Vishwa Samvada Ken-
dram here on Thursday, Mr.
Madhav said the first society
subjected to violent mindset
of the Taliban was in Kerala.

This mindset, born out of
certain fundamentalist and
radical Islamist ideas, also

At the same time, he said
the Communist government
wanted to celebrate the
Mappila riots in a totally dif-
ferent form, with films re-
leased on its heroism. “The
Leftist liberal cabal wants to
whitewash it. But then the
Left is known for distortion
of history, not only here but
the world over,” he said.

the bail conditions of Mr.
Reddy after noting that the
trial had not commenced
in the illegal mining case
against him. The CBI had
objected, saying Mr. Reddy
was at the centre of “one of
the most notorious mining
scams” of the country and
his return to Ballari would
spell disaster for the trial.

the securities of his clients
without their consent by
misusing the power of attor-
ney.

He was arrested based on
a complaint lodged by the
vice-president of Indusind
Bank, Hyderabad. “The se-
curities were pledged before
the complainant for margin
and short-term requirement

was left with no collateral
and thereby KSBL defaulted
on repayments of about 137
crore as of March 31.

Further investigation by
the city police revealed that
the accused had also divert-
ed %720 crore of clients’
funds lying in the bank ac-
counts linked to their trad-
ing account.

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate B Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
: and monuments.
: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

Kamothe
youth with
Covishield
vials held

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

The Navi Mumbai Crime
Branch on Wednesday ar-
rested a 20-year-old Ka-
mothe resident for alleged-
ly selling vials of
Covishield, a COVID-19 vac-
cine, in the black market.
Acting on information, a
Crime Branch team along

Narayan Rane claims BJP will sweep Mumbai civic body polls

Union Minister starts Jan Ashirwad Yatra after visiting Thackeray memorial; Shiv Sena workers conduct purification ceremony

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

In what could be construed
as the beginning of a political
slugfest ahead of the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) polls, Narayan
Rane, Union Minister for Me-
dium, Small and Micro Enter-
prises, on Thursday claimed
that the Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty (BJP) would win the civic
body which is presently ruled
by the Shiv Sena.

Mr. Rane kick-started his
Jan Ashirwad Yatra in Mum-
bai after paying respects at
the memorial of Sena foun-
der late Bal Thackeray at Shi-
vaji Park in Dadar, despite the
party MP, Vinayak Raut, ear-
lier opposing him as he was

involved in breaking the Se-
na. Mr. Rane also visited Hin-
dutva ideologue V.D. Savar-
kar’s memorial located
nearby.

Mr. Rane, during his stint
with the Sena, was the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra. He
later exited the party to join
the Congress. He again quit to
form his own outfit and final-

ly switched to the BJP in 2019.

“The BJP will win the BMC
polls and end the sins com-
mitted over 32 years. The job
to ensure victory is with all
the BJP leaders, including my-
self,” he said.

When asked about Mr.
Raut’s opposition to him visit-
ing the memorial, Mr. Rane
said people’s sentiments

must be respected when it
came to paying tributes.
Referring to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s com-
ments about avoiding politi-
cal gatherings in the times of
pandemic, Mr. Rane said,
“Those who have come to
power through the back door
shouldn’t preach to us. See-
ing the response to the Jan

Ashirwad Yatra, one must un-
derstand their days are
numbered.”

Meanwhile, in the evening,
Sena workers visited the
Thackeray memorial and
conducted a purification ce-
remony with milk and cow
urine, claiming that the site
was contaminated following
the visit by Mr. Rane.
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with Food and Drug Admi-
nistration  officials ap- TAMILNADU HOUSING BOARD ‘
proached the accused, Olo. EXECUTIVE ENGINEER & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, Standard Bid Document for NABARD

identified as Kishore Khet
Kumar, via a ‘fake custom-
er’ and asked for delivery
of the vaccine under Rajiv
Gandhi flyover in Sector 8,
Nerul.

He took 360,000 for 15
doses. “At the time of his
arrest, he was in posses-

sion of two vials and 15 syr- H H H H HeH Sr.| Division | RIDF Name of work Estimated cost Total cost | Period of | Bid Security

inges. While one vial had sites / C0|:nmun|ty _Ha" / PUb_I'c P_urpose _s"te / Re"9'°f‘5 No (Rs. Lakh) (Rs lakh) | completion| (Rs. Lakh).

10 doses, the other con- Purpose Site / Service Industries sites / Prime commercial coraroctior] vam (Months) Tptehbi:! tselcuritty istwg pde{ceiﬂt

: . . . . . wye onstruction| Maintenance :

t{nlllleﬁ ﬁvebdoses. .B"éh,,the sites (Totally 105 items) situated in Madurai, Virudhunagar, cost cost nearestthousand
vials have been seized,” as- Dindigul & Theni Districts through inviting Applications for m @ | @ ) © U ©)

SlSj[arlt pohce 1nspectqr : 1. |Kasauli | XXVI | M/T of Bharti to Gamberpul via Deothal road km. 0/00 to 6/595. 305.48 38.41 343.89 18 6.88

Vaibhav Ronge from Unit Sealed Tender-Cum -Open Auction. Under NABARD RIDF-XXVI.

11, Crime Branch, said.

According to the police,
Mr. Kumar used to work as
a helper with a pharmacist
in Kamothe and would visit
various hospitals for deli-
vering medicines. “We sus-
pect he might have pro-
cured the vials from one of
those hospitals with the
help of someone. We are
still investigating,” senior
police inspector Giridhar
Gore from Unit II of Crime
Branch said.

While the government is
currently providing free
vaccines against COVID-19

MADURAI HOUSING UNIT
Ellis Nagar, Madurai - 625 016. Phone : 0452 - 2600 835 E-mail : eemhutnhb@gmail.com

APPLICATIONS FOR

SEALED TENDER-CUM-OPEN AUCTION NOTICE

conditions.
DIPR /734/ DISPLAY / 2021

Madurai Housing Unit of Tamil Nadu Housing Board has
proposed to sell the School sites / Commercial sites / shop

Please visit TNHB website www.tnhb.tn.gov.in from
25.08.2021 for further details regarding Code No., Plot No., Plot
extent, Upset price, EMD amount, Auction date, Cost of
Application, Cost details, Period of sale of application and

Manager - Marketing and Service,
Madurai Housing Unit, Madurai
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VARUNALAYA PHASE-II: KAROL BAGH: NEW DELHI-110005

STOP CORONA : WASH YOUR HANDS, WEAR MASK & MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING

DELHI JAL BOARD

ENGAGEMENT OF DOCTOR (GDO)-GRADE-II

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates to fill up 02 Nos. of posts of Doctor (GDO) Grade-II (Allopathic) purely on
Contractual basis at a fixed monthly emolument of 286,170 /- Per Month for a period of 06 months or till these posts are filled in on

1.

SECTION-1
Superintending Engineer, 3" Circle, HPPWD, Solan.
(Name of Authority Inviting Bids)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

The Superintending Engineer, 3“ Circle, HPPWD Solan on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the percentage ratefitem bids, in electronic tendering system, for
construction of roads under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development for each of the following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and
approved contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal Shakti Vibhag (Contractors of HP Jal Shakti Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works having amount put to tender above
Rs. 100 lacs). Non registered contractors may submit the bids; however successful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate authority in HPPWD.

2. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:-25.08.2021

3. Cost of Bids Form :-Rs. 5000 per package/job(non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of respective Executive Engineers.

4. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be submitted online on website wwwhpenders.gov.in. The
bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of
the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in NABARD may obtain the same
from the website: www. hptenders.gov.in
Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the valid digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

* Non-registered bidders may submit bids; however, the successful bidders must get registered in appropriate cfass with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved
form and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4B(a) (ii) of ITB with Superintending Engineer ,3°
Circle HPPWD, Solan , on a date not later than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand.

6. LastDate/ Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering:-Last date /time for receipt of bids through e-tendering of above mentioned works are as follows:-

Sr.No.| Name of work

Last date /time for receipt of bids through e-tendering.

1 M/T of Bharti to Gamberpul via Deothal road km. 0/00 to 6/595. Under NABARD RIDF-XXVI.

03.09.2021 at 10:30 AM

~

The site forthe work s available.

8. Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore; bids must be submitted online on website www.hptenders.gov.in. The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened
online at 11:00 A.M Hours on above mentioned date in the office of Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle HPPWD Solan by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be
closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day at the same time.

9. The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine maintenance are indicated in the Bill of Quantities. Further, the payment for
routine maintenance to the contractor shall be regulated based on his performance of maintenance activities.

regular basis through UPSC or till further orders whichever is earlier.

and the private hospitals Name of the Post

h 2800 d th g E’SCTOR (GDO)-GRADE-II (ALLOPATHIC) All the required materials like Cement/Steel/Bitumen/Explosive etc shall be arranged by Contractor at his own level.
Charge per X 0se, the E;'o?um‘;ts (Fixed) 286.170 /- Per Month 10. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than seventy five(75) days after the deadline date for bid submission.
accused was selling each Period 06 Months 11. Toqualify for a package of contract made up of this for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonstrate having experience and resources sufficient to meet the
dose for ¥4,000. Age Limit Not exceeding 65 years aggregate of the qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.
Qualification MBBS or above. 12. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will

A case was registered
against the accused with
the Nerul police. Mr. Ku-
mar, a Class X passout, has
been remanded in police
custody till August 27.

CcM

K » .

attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. Itis the bidders' responsibility to verify the website
forthe latestinformation related to the tender. (Er. Surinder Pal Jagota)
Superintending Engineer,
HPPWD,3rd Circle Solan

Tel 01792-220675, Fax 01792-223802
E-mail hp-sol@nic.in

Application along with attested copies of Certificates with Marksheet and other relevant documents must reach the office of
Assistant Commissioner (D), Delhi Jal Board, Room No-211, Varunalaya Phase-ll, Jhandewalan, New Delhi-110005 within 15
days of publication of this advertisement. Candidate can also drop the application in the Drop Box placed at reception counter,
Delhi Jal Board, Varunalalya Phase-Il, Jhandewalan, New Delhi-110005. The application format and other terms & conditions can be
downloaded from Delhi jal Board website i.e. www.delhijalboard.nic.in

ISSUED BY PR.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 297 (2021-22)

(VIRENDER SINGH)
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER (D)
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Optimistic assessment

RBI should avoid having to choose between
taming inflation and pushing for growth

ess than a fortnight after the RBI announced its
L latest monetary policy, a team of its officials has

provided an optimistic assessment of the ‘State of
the Economy’ in the August issue of the central bank’s
monthly bulletin. Pivoting from what the bank posited
on August 6 when it said, “the outlook for aggregate de-
mand is improving, but still weak and overcast by the
pandemic”, the officials led by Deputy Governor Mi-
chael D. Patra asserted that aggregate demand condi-
tions had been buoyed by pent-up demand released by
unlocking and vaccination. And, evidence that the eco-
nomy was gaining traction could be seen in “manufac-
turing activity gradually turning around even as the
contraction in services had moderated”, they wrote.
The authors of the article have arrayed several high-fre-
quency indicators including E-way bills, toll collections,
fuel consumption, automobile dispatches and registra-
tions, and rail freight volumes to buttress their view
that demand is regaining momentum. The team has al-
so pointed to a private forecaster’s data showing a size-
able sequential decline in the unemployment rate last
month — to 6.95% from 9.17% in June, and that with a
pronounced rural bias — to posit that this reflects the
“resilience of the rural sector on brightened agricultu-
ral prospects”. But the authors elide over the fact that
the CMIE, whose survey-based unemployment rate
they have cited, is far less sanguine about the addition
of approximately 16 million jobs in July.

CMIE MD Mahesh Vyas contends in an analysis that
“all the additional employment provided by India in Ju-
ly was of poor quality” while better quality salaried jobs
shrank by 3.2 million, noting that the bulk of the rural
jobs added were of temporary farm labour linked to de-
layed kharif sowing. The RBI officials also throw no ad-
ditional light on the concerns that earlier this month
prompted the central bank’s Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) to cut its own June forecast for GDP growth in
the second, third and fourth fiscal quarters by between
0.5 and 0.9 percentage points. On inflation too, the arti-
cle’s authors have pitched an upbeat prognosis citing
July’s 70 basis points month-on-month deceleration in
retail price gains to 5.6% as “reinforcing the view that
the recent upsurge has peaked and the worst would be
behind us”. However, official food price data for the Au-
gust 1-12 period reveals an uptick in cereal prices, while
edible oils continue to see price pressures after July’s
32.5% inflation rate for oils and fats, belying the auth-
ors’ optimism. The RBI Deputy Governor overseeing
monetary policy admits the internal dilemma at the
MPC observing that ultimately the policy decision was
“a judgment call” as any move to tame inflation by one
percentage point would mean ‘sacrificing’ 1.5-2 percen-
tage points of GDP growth. In postulating an either-or
trade-off, monetary authorities risk achieving neither
goal and sending the economy into a harder to redress
state of ‘stagflation’.

Arms and the women

Gender parity in the Army is happening at
a slow pace, and is mostly led by the courts

omen have been fighting a tough and uphill
\ ;\ / battle for equal opportunities in the Indian
Army. In a landmark judgment in February
2020, the Supreme Court asked the Government to
abide by its own policy and grant permanent commis-
sion to women in the Short Service Commission and
give them command postings in all services other than
combat. In The Secretary, Ministry of Defence vs Babita
Puniya & Others, the top court pointed out that women
had played a “significant role” in the army since their
induction in 1992 and extending permanent commis-
sion to women SSC officers “is a step forward in recog-
nising and realising the right of women to equality of
opportunity in the Army”. Despite the stringent ver-
dict, systemic issues remain in the Army, and women
have gone back to court to sort out the issues. Another
step towards ensuring that women get an equal oppor-
tunity, as laid down by the Constitution, has been taken
on Wednesday, when the Court passed an interim order
allowing women to appear for the National Defence
Academy entrance exam on September 5. Till now, wo-
men could join the Army through the Indian Military
Academy and the Officers Training Academy. The direc-
tive allows girls who clear the exam to study at the NDA
and then at the IMA or the naval and air force acade-
mies and become commissioned officers.

The directive is subject to further orders from the
Court, and the case has been posted for hearing again
on September 8. When Additional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the Government and
the Indian Army, told the Court that it was a policy deci-
sion not to allow women to take the NDA exam, the
Bench, of Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Hrishikesh
Roy, said it was based on “gender discrimination”, di-
recting the Centre and the Army to take a constructive
view. The Bench pointed out that closing a route of en-
try for women to join the Army was discriminatory. The
ruling came on a writ petition filed by Kush Kalra seek-
ing permission for women to sit for the NDA entrance
exam. Mr. Kalra argued that Articles 14, 15, 16 and 19 of
the Constitution, which uphold the values of equality
and allow equal, non-discriminatory opportunities at
work, were being violated by denying eligible women
the opportunity. Though the legal route has helped
overcome some of the hurdles, it will be a long haul be-
fore gender parity is fully achieved in the Army. In that
context, the Prime Minister’s Independence Day an-
nouncement that girls will be granted admission in the
Sainik Schools is a welcome move towards preparing
them for an equal role and life in the military.

Lessons from India’s all-cause mortality data

Data suggest there were 3.5 million to 3.7 million ‘excess deaths’ nationwide, from April 2020 to June 2021

MURAD BANAJI &
AASHISH GUPTA

he scale of devastation
Tcaused by India’s COVID-19

epidemic is gradually be-
coming clearer. This is thanks to
the efforts of journalists, The Hin-
du included, who have been gath-
ering all-cause mortality data from
around the country.

The mortality data, from State
and city civil registration systems,
paint a grim picture of a major in-
crease in deaths across the coun-
try during the novel coronavirus
pandemic. Very few of these addi-
tional deaths have been recorded
as COVID-19 deaths.

Cautious estimate

We can try to understand the scale
of the tragedy via a simple ques-
tion. How many extra deaths have
occurred, over and above those
expected in normal times? The da-
ta suggest an approximate answer:
during 15 months from April 2020
to June 2021, there were 3.5 mil-
lion-3.7 million “excess deaths”
nationwide. This amounts to 35%
more deaths than expected.

This estimate is cautious, and
likely to increase as more data
come in. Data for June and beyond
are very limited, and so the story is
incomplete.

Before we examine the num-
bers it is important to understand
the context. There are several rea-
sons why estimating a surge in
mortality is difficult. We need to
know how many deaths have oc-
curred during the pandemic, and
how many to “expect” in normal
times. The idea is to carefully re-
construct these numbers from
death registrations and survey-

based estimates of pre-pandemic
mortality.

Data in the pandemic period
But death registration data for the
pandemic period are limited. It is
unavailable for some States, and
incomplete in others, for example
coming from online systems
which do not log all death registra-
tions. Some data are organised ac-
cording to date of death, and some
by date of registration. Moreover,
there are uncertainties about
death registration prior to the pan-
demic. In some States, official esti-
mates of levels of registration,
which we use, appear to be
overestimated.

Compounding the difficulties,
registered deaths show complex
trends in some States — for exam-
ple, gradually increasing prior to
the pandemic, but dropping
sharply around the time of the na-
tional lockdown before the pan-
demic deaths start to show.

To arrive at the estimates here,
we examined data from 12 States
where partial or complete civil re-
gistration data are available for at
least January 2018 to May 2021:
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal. These
States comprise roughly 60% of
the national population.

During April 2020-May 2021 we
found six million death registra-
tions in the data; that is 1.3 million
more than expected from 2019 da-
ta. If we assume — perhaps opti-
mistically — that the deaths which
were not captured in these regis-
tration systems, including unregis-
tered deaths, rose proportionate-
ly, we arrive at an estimate of
around 1.7 million excess deaths in
these States up to May.

If these 12 States reflect the na-
tional picture, then India saw
around 2.8 million excess deaths
nationwide during April 2020-May
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2021. This is 8.5 times the official
COVID-19 death toll of 3,32,000
over the same period.

Global comparison

Using limited data for June (cur-
rently available only for Andhra
Pradesh and Punjab), or assuming
that the ratio of excess deaths to
official COVID-19 deaths does not
change rapidly, we estimate 3.5
million-3.7 million excess deaths
nationwide by the end of June. Ov-
er a 15 month period, for every
three expected deaths, there was a
further “pandemic death”.

This places India among the
harder hit countries in the world.
It would mean that relative to ba-
seline, India’s surge in mortality is
lower than that of Mexico, similar
to that of Brazil and South Africa,
and considerably higher than in
the United States, the United King-
dom and most of western Europe.

Moreover, the estimates here
are conservative. More up-to-date
data will push up the numbers.
There are also hints that disrup-
tion may have prevented — and not
merely delayed — many death re-
gistrations. For instance, we see
significant drops in birth registra-
tions during 2020 in some States
where this data are available, most
noticeably in Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh. Moreover, there are good
reasons to believe the mortality
surge may have been greatest in
marginalised communities where
death registration is weaker.

We cannot be sure how many of
India’s excess deaths were from
COVID-19. According to the latest
national serosurvey, around 60%-

70% of people in India may have
been infected with the virus by
June. If so, international data on
fatality rates suggest we should ex-
pect two million to four million
COVID-19 deaths. So, it is quite
plausible that the majority of In-
dia’s excess deaths have been from
COVID-19. But we cannot rule out a
significant surge in non-COVID
deaths too.

Individual States

In individual States, all-cause mor-
tality data paint diverse pictures.
Kerala, Punjab and Himachal Pra-
desh stand out for having some-
what lower excess mortality than
expected, even after we adjust for
possible disruptions to registra-
tion. Andhra Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, on the other hand, saw
considerably more deaths than ex-
pected.

Overall, around two-thirds of
the excess deaths took place dur-
ing a shocking mortality spike
around May 2021. But the time-
course varies in different States.
Madhya Pradesh’s explosive se-
cond wave accounted for 80-90%
of its excess deaths. By contrast,
Maharashtra saw more even surg-
es, with over 40% of its excess
deaths during its first wave.

There are striking variations in
the ratio of excess deaths to re-
corded COVID-19 deaths. In Maha-
rashtra excess deaths up to May
2021 are roughly four times re-
corded COVID-19 deaths, or less if
we factor in reconciliations of CO-
VID-19 deaths during June and Ju-
ly. By contrast, in Madhya Pra-
desh, excess deaths are an
astonishing 25-30 times recorded
COVID-19 deaths.

Exploring the stories behind
these variations is important for
understanding the pandemic and
disease surveillance in India.

Considerable gaps remain.
Some civil registration data are
available for Uttar Pradesh up to
April 2021, and these appear to

show a major surge in mortality;
but there are huge fluctuations in
registrations, and unexplained
discrepancies with historical data
which make it hard to use this data
with any confidence. Where civil
registration data are of poor quali-
ty or unavailable, large-scale mor-
tality surveying could help to fill
the gaps.

A perspective

Could the sharp rise in death regis-
trations reflect not a surge in mor-
tality but improvements in death
registration? This claim has been
made, but is not credible for sever-
al reasons. If we accept the esti-
mate that 92% of deaths were re-
gistered in 2019, higher
registration coverage could not
cause a 35% surge in death regis-
trations.

In fact there is little evidence for
improving death registration dur-
ing the pandemic. During the rela-
tively quiet period between the
two COVID-19 waves (January-
March 2021), we see death regis-
trations return close to 2019 base-
line levels. And throughout the
pandemic period, we see a very
strong  association  between
monthly excess deaths and official
COVID-19 deaths, strongly suggest-
ing these are pandemic-related ex-
cess deaths, and not a reflection of
underlying trends in registration.

There are no easy ways to ex-
plain away or deny the scale of the
catastrophe. Yes, there are uncer-
tainties, and details will change as
more data become available. Most
likely, the numbers will increase.
One thing is clear: during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, India has wit-
nessed a surge in mortality on a
scale not seen since
Independence.

Murad Banaji is a mathematician at
Middlesex University London. Aashish
Gupta is a demographer, and a research
fellow at the research institute for
compassionate economics

The Abraham Accords as India’s West Asia bridge

The signing of the Accords has helped remove strategic obstacles for New Delhi and aided defence cooperation

KABIR TANEJA

he recent visit by the Indian
TAir Force chief, Air Chief

Marshal R.K. Bhadauria, to
Israel offers a window to study
how New Delhi is taking advantage
of the Abraham Accords deal
signed between Israel and a con-
sortium of Arab States led by the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
2020 (https://bit.ly/3yWHOHY).
According to reports, an Indian
contingent of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) will now visit Israel in Octob-
er to take part in multilateral mili-
tary exercises.

Deepening cooperation

In the same week as ACM Bhadau-
ria’s visit, India also conducted the
‘Zayed Talwar’ naval exercises
with the UAE off the coast of Abu
Dhabi, further deepening the fast-
developing strategic cooperation
between the two countries. In De-
cember 2020, Indian Army chief,
General M.M. Naravane, visited
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, becom-
ing the first chief of the Indian Ar-
my to do so. The foundation for
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these visits was set by the (now
former) chief of the Indian Navy,
Admiral Sunil Lanba, in 2017, who
visited the UAE and Oman, the lat-
ter being home to Dugm Port
where New Delhi signed a deal
with Muscat for access to the facil-
ity, including dry dock use by the
Indian Navy. The above examples
show the pacey developments on
the defence front between India
and the West Asian region. The
signing of the Accords has re-
moved a significant strategic ob-
stacle for New Delhi — that of a tra-
peze wire delicate balancing act
India has had to play out between
the Arab Gulf and Israel over the
decades. This status quo is now
witnessing a change, with Israel in-
augurating its first diplomatic mis-
sion in Abu Dhabi and direct
flights, business and tourism pick-
ing up between the two countries
over the past few months. New
Delhi had welcomed the Accords,
highlighting its support for me-
chanisms that offer peace and sta-
bility in the region.

The thread

India’s trajectory towards an in-
creased strategic footprint in West
Asia has been in development for
some time now. Starting from the
relatively low-key staging visit to
Saudi Arabia conducted by the IAF
in 2015, to hosting visiting Iranian
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naval warships in 2018, defence of
the critical waterways in and
around the Persian Gulf, the Ara-
bian Sea and the extended Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) has taken a
driving seat in Indian strategic
thinking.

Recently, as tensions between
Iran, Israel and the United States
flared up in the Persian Gulf, the
Indian Navy orchestrated Opera-
tion Sankalp, which saw Indian
warships escort on an average 16
Indian-flagged vessels a day. This
comes as covert attacks on mer-
chant vessels in the region ex-
pand, with tensions between Iran
and Israel spilling across the re-
gion. Till a certain extent, the Ac-
cords, from the UAE’s perspective,
were to make sure the emirate
along with its international centres
of trade such as Dubai and Abu
Dhabi do not become targets bet-
ween Jerusalem and Tehran. Ho-
wever, not all Arab States have
been on board with the geopoliti-
cal shifts the Accords have pushed
through. Despite a lot of effort
from Israel, under the (now form-

er) Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu, Saudi Arabia has main-
tained a distance from this
arrangement. More recently, Ri-
yadh has praised the Accords, but
said that the resolution of the Pal-
estinian State remains at the fore-
front of its requirements.

It is imperative to remember
here that despite India’s rare but
arguable successes in a ‘non-align-
ment’ approach in West Asia, it
has taken one-sided decisions in
the past, such as training Iraqi Air
Force cadets on MiG aircraft in Tik-
rit between 1958 and 1989, while
also maintaining good relations
with former President Saddam
Hussein, seen as a critical part of
India’s energy security thinking.
The rationale behind such think-
ing back then has not changed
even in 2021, as India still imports
more than 80% of its annual oil re-
quirements, much of which still
comes from suppliers such as Iraq
and Saudi Arabia.

The Iran link

Iran, as part of India’s ‘West Asia’
construct, will also play a signifi-
cant part in India’s outreach in the
months to come as the crisis in Af-
ghanistan deepens. The fact that
New Delhi used Iranian airspace
and facilities when evacuating its
diplomatic staff from Kandahar in
July showcases a level of strategic

commonality, interest and play on
certain issues in the region. Keep-
ing this in mind, connectivity pro-
jects such as Chabahar Port and
Chabahar-Zahedan rail project
(project discussions are still on)
amongst others remain critical.
Recent multiple visits by India’s
External Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar, and Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh followed by Iranian De-
fence Minister Brigadier General
Amir Hatami’s visit to India high-
light a revitalised strategic cooper-
ation between the two countries
despite multiple obstacles in the
bilateral relations, led by U.S. sanc-
tions against Tehran and the gen-
eral tensions between Israel, the
Gulf and Iran via proxy battles in
theatres such as Yemen, Syria and
beyond.

India’s strategic play in West
Asia will be reflective of its eco-
nomic growth, and by association,
an increasingly important place in
the global order. From the UN Se-
curity Council to the Indo-Pacific,
New Delhi will be expected to be
more assertive, diplomatically and
militarily, in its posturing and shed
the cloaks of its foreign and stra-
tegic policies being conducted
from a stage balanced on a fence.

Kabir Taneja is Fellow, Strategic Studies
Programme, Observer Research
Foundation

Toread more letters

Afghan developments
With the Taliban clear that
their so-called governance
will be according to sharia
law, India is in a tough
predicament as religious
dogmas can never
contribute to the peace of
any region (Page 1, August
19). The void the United
States has created is being
hurriedly filled by vested
interests such as China and
Pakistan. And Russia and
Iran will in all likelihood
follow suit. India needs to
do a lot of tight-rope
walking on the issue of
Afghanistan so as not to be
caught in the crossfire
between the West and the
new players warming up in
Afghanistan for a new
game.

S. SANJEEVI RAO,
Puducherry

u In A People’s History of the
United States, Howard Zinn
says: “On the supposition
that the Islamic militant

Osama Bin Laden was
responsible for the
September 11 attacks, and he
was somewhere in
Afghanistan, Bush ordered
the bombing of
Afghanistan... the full extent
of the human catastrophe
caused by the bombing of
Afghanistan was not being
conveyed to the Americans
by the mainstream press....”
The stated objective of the
U.S. occupation of
Afghanistan was the
destruction of Islamic
terrorism. But after 20 years,
America has made a deal
with the same terrorists and
left stealthily. The statements
of the Taliban, that there will
be only Sharia law, make it
clear that the fate of
Afghanistan is bleak.

SUKUMARAN C.V.,
Palakkad, Kerala

u There is every possibility
that the return of the Taliban
will be the rallying point for
radicals to recall their

so-called glorious past and
embolden them to radicalise
the youth, intensifying the
already volatile
socio-political milieu of
South Asia. Afghanistan has
fallen apart because of the
U.S. And to add insult to
injury, U.S. President Joe
Biden has said “Afghanistan
was never about
nation-building”. He is right
in his own way! America has
allowed a nation to become a
fertile ground for outmoded
and medieval ideals to
flourish.

SATYANARAN PADHEE,
Bargarh, Odisha

» The precipitate ascension
of the Taliban to the Kabul
throne should take us back
to Iraq engulfed by the
geopolitics of the times. Iraq
had long been a far more
stable political entity with an
envious history of culture
and heritage. The Afghan
tale is the opposite: every
player was counting on a

perennial U.S. presence.
Unlike Iraq, with an evolved
polity, the myriad tribes of
Afghanistan have never
found a common and
enduring command for
centuries. Overnight, they
have to find a unifying theme
and a cause and the vitally
needed sagacious leadership
to organise effective
domestic governance. It is a
tall order for the Taliban that
is steeped in radicalism and
has counted on disruption
for survival.

R. NARAYANAN,
Navi Mumbai

m Western nations claim to
be the torchbearers of
democracy and human
rights, but their
interventions only leave
behind a huge mess. It is
high time that the affected
countries drop this “white
man’s burden” and fix their
own internal problems first.

ISHITA PHULORIA,
New Delhi

The forces and equity
Gender discrimination
against women joining our
armed forces is irrational
and against the spirit of
egalitarianism defined in the
Constitution. While
womenfolk can work
efficiently alongside men in
massive governmental
institutions, obstacles before
women when it comes to the
Indian armed forces are
questionable. Similarly, the
current monopolistic system
of admitting only women in
the corps of Military Nursing
Service is brazenly biased
against men applicants.

CICILY THOMAS,
Muvattupuzha, Kerala

= The interim measure, on
women and the NDA exam
(Page 1, August 19), is
welcome but in a patriarchal
and misogynist society it will
hardly be an emollient. Why
is the women’s reservation
Bill hanging fire? The
defence forces are no big

»

online, scan the QR code

draw or the holy grail of the
employment ecosystem
unlike yesteryears. After
globalisation, MNCs are
attracting top talent,
providing remunerative and
gainful employment. The
hierarchical working of the
forces may not gel with the
aspirations of millennials.

DEEPAK SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Entrance exam dates
Two national level entrance
examinations to be written
by Class 12 students — the JEE
Main for admission to
NIT/IITs and CLAT for
admission to 22 law
universities — will fall on the
same date in respect to
certain candidates. CLAT is
on July 23 and one session of
the JEE is from July 20-25.
The National Testing Agency
has to take note of this.

B.S. WARRIER,
Kochi
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Is a caste census desirable?
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It is required to document both the disadvantages
and privileges of various communities in India

At the recently concluded Parlia-
ment session, there was a demand
to lift the 50% cap on reservation
imposed by the Supreme Court
through the legislative route. With
the 2021 Census coming up, several
political parties have demanded a
nation-wide caste census. They ar-
gue that a Socio-Economic Caste
Census is the only way to make a
case to breach the 50% cap on reser-
vation and rationalise the reserva-
tion matrix in the country. Is a caste
census desirable? Satish Deshpande
and Valerian Rodrigues discuss the
question in a conversation moderat-
ed by KV. Aditya Bharadwaj.
Edited excerpts:

There is a vocal demand to
breach the 50% cap on
reservation. Some States like
Tamil Nadu have already done
this. Do you think it is desirable
to breach this cap?

Satish Deshpande: The 50% cap,
as introduced by the court, has not
really been argued through. Reser-
vation in our country has been
caught in ideological misgivings. It
is constructed as though it is the on-
ly departure or the main departure
from fair competition, but that is
simply not true. The absence of re-
servation does not mean that the
playing field is level. Reservation is
one among many considerations
which affect competition among
candidates. Therefore, I think there
is nothing sacrosanct about the 50%
limit - it can be exceeded, if neces-
sary, but a clear argument should be
given for why this is being done.

Valerian Rodrigues: While I agree
that there is nothing sacrosanct
about the 50% cap, I still feel that it
is a prudent rule. The reservation
policy is one of the elements of the
larger structure of democratic con-
stitutionalism in India that by defini-
tion subscribes to the argument of
equality of citizens. Reservation, no
matter how extensive, is going to ca-
ter only to a small proportion of
those who are entitled to it. Excep-
tionally, however, reservation can
be accepted, extended, but we do
need to know very well that the rule
is 50% and if there is an extension, it
is an exception.

I also want to say a couple of

Back to basics

It is important for India to work on ways to

more things regarding reservation
in India — the way it is practised has
invariably led to [the growth of]
elites among castes and communi-
ties. These elites within the castes
have tended to exercise their domi-
nance over their very communities
and not let them exercise the kind of
freedoms, or search for equality,
which any democratic polity de-
serves. Eventually, the bent in a
good society should not be to pre-
serve caste but to strengthen de-
mocracy. Therefore, we need to see
where the convergence lies. The
more you actually begin to dole out
reservation, the more the tendency
to preserve caste, protect it, pre-
cisely because that becomes the
bastion for the dole.

Many have argued that a
Socio-Economic Caste Census
would be the best way to
rationalise reservation based
on data and make a strong case
for breaching this gap. Earlier
governments argued that
counting caste will perpetuate
it. Do you think a caste census is
actually desirable at the
national level today?

VR: I feel that a caste census is abso-
lutely desirable in India today. And
the purpose of a caste census is not
merely geared to the reservation is-
sue; a caste census would actually
bring to the fore the large number of
issues that any democratic country
needs to attend to, particularly the
number of people who are at the
margins, or who are deprived, or
the kind of occupations they pur-
sue, or the kind of hold that institu-
tions like caste have on them. This
information is absolutely necessary
for any democratic policymaking.
The courts in India have often em-
phatically said that it is important to
have adequate data with regard to
reservation. Very often, States have
shied away from gathering this data.
Now, data gathering itself is a big
problem because it can become ve-
ry, very invasive. But we need to ac-
tually balance it with enabling peo-
ple and asserting citizen equality.

SD: We have got locked into a mind-
set where we think only those com-
munities which want welfare bene-
fits from the state must be
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enumerated. We should not be asso-
ciating enumeration of communi-
ties only with welfare programmes,
that is to say only with communities
that are, in some sense, needy.
Caste is not only a source of disad-
vantage; it is also a very important
source of privilege and advantage in
our society. Caste enumeration is al-
so required to document, as far as
possible, this privilege. We have to
stop thinking of caste as being ap-
plicable to only disadvantaged peo-
ple, poor people, people who are
somehow lacking. The opposite is
even more true: caste has produced
advantages for certain communi-
ties, and these also need to be re-
corded. In my opinion, when eve-
ryone’s caste is counted, we will
finally come out of the unhelpful
mindset of thinking of caste as an
exception meant only for those who
are supplicants of the state. The
state has helped privileged com-
munities far more, even though this
help has not taken the explicit form
of programmes like reservation.
The naming and counting of caste is
a difficult thing that we have to pass
through in order to bring about a fu-
ture when it will not matter as much
as it matters today.

It is actually many of the OBC
[Other Backward Classes]
leaders and parties that have
been demanding the
enumeration of castes. But the
somewhat unsaid opposition to
it seems to be coming from the
upper castes.

VR: I don’t think that counting of
caste necessarily perpetuates caste
or the caste system. However, under
certain conditions, enumeration of
caste for cultivating elitism can be a
backward step to hold on to caste.
But that is concerning the elites. Ov-
erall, the democratic dividends of
enumeration of caste are much

@ A caste census is badly
needed, but a caste census

without data integrity
would be much worse. A
suspect caste census would
be much worse than no
census at all.

SATISH DESHPANDE

higher. There are a lot of myths
which actually deprive a large num-
ber of people, particularly on the
margins. Let’s take the case of Kar-
nataka. For a long time, there were
claims that among the castes, the
Lingayats are the most numerous.
But a lot of other studies have
brought out that this may not be
true. And these kinds of myths lead
to the argument that given that this
is a caste which is numerous, it has
to be constantly placated. This is
true of Karnataka, Kerala, Maha-
rashtra and several places across In-
dia. These myths can be debunked
through a caste census. There is a
vested interest among Backward
Class leaders demanding that caste
be enumerated. There is a section of
people in India who relish claiming
that they are casteless while utilis-
ing all the benefits that a democratic
dispensation provides to them. This
can be debunked by saying, look,
you have benefited so much across
the years, while there are people in
this country who have either not be-
nefited at all or if they have benefit-
ed, it is nothing in comparison to
what you have and most of these be-
nefits that have accrued to you are
precisely because you belong to a
certain caste.

We have had two exercises of a
caste census — one carried out
by the Union government in
2011 and another by the
Karnataka government in 2015.
Data from both censuses have

not been made public and the
governments have also
disputed the data. Why is a
caste census always
controversial?

SD: Yes, this is a demonstration of
the principle that those in power
control data and information. We
have had instances where this data
has been collected but has not been
made public. I have to also empha-
sise that a caste census is a necessi-
ty, it is not a happy thing, it is not a
great achievement, it is just someth-
ing that we have to do. It will also, I
think, increase friction, to some ex-
tent harden caste identities in the
short term. But not counting caste is
much worse. And one of the major
things we will have to fight against in
this journey is the vested interests of
particular governments. You see,
we say that democracy is rule by the
people, but it is not. It is rule by a
particular party or parties which
have won an election. And once
they have won an election, they
have their own vested interests. So,
this is a larger issue with democracy
that has to be countered.

Governments shying away from
releasing the data of a caste
census seems to be a bipartisan
issue. How do we find the
political intent and capital to
carry out this exercise?

SD: I am actually quite pessimistic. I
don’t think a caste census will hap-
pen unless something extraordin-
ary happens in our polity. As you
said, this seems to be a bipartisan is-
sue. And in my opinion, the main
need is that of exposing privilege.
There are also important questions
of demands coming up because of
mismatches between the numbers
that we come out with and the share
in resources that different commun-
ities have. This is a kind of night-
mare that all governments fear. So,
they would much rather leave
things vague.

VR: I make a slightly different as-
sessment. I think the ruling dispen-
sation is seriously feeling that it
needs to reach out to the Backward
Classes. The Backward Classes are
more than 50% of the population.
And this dispensation knows that it
cannot afford to lose the support of
the Backward Classes. So, there has
recently been a tendency within the
dispensation to bring the Backward

strengthen foundational education for children

VIKRAM VINCENT

A preliminary report of a nationwide
survey conducted by Lego Founda-
tion in Denmark stated that students
give importance to peer interactions,
good teachers, fun learning content
and knowledge gained from experi-
mental approaches. The UNICEF says
that children want to go back to
school. We can reasonably assume
that these aspirations hold true for
Indian children but how prepared
are we to send them back to school?
According to various estimates,
the pandemic and lockdowns have
led to an alarming drop-out rate from
schools, migration of children from
private to government schools due to
inability to pay fees, increased abuse
at home, inadequate nutrition, etc.
Industry experts will agree with
the claim that for adults to unlearn
and relearn is a very expensive and
time-consuming process. Thus, if the
foundation of education is weak, any
effort at a later stage to strengthen it
will only yield sub-optimal results.

Issues to be addressed

So, what are the major factors that
need to be addressed at the founda-
tional level? UNICEF has raised the is-
sue of nutrition. Children, depending
on their age group and gender, need
to consume 1,000-3,200 calories per
day. How close do India’s mid-day
meal schemes address their nutri-
tional needs?

The UNDP Human Development
Report 2019 states that students who
fall behind may struggle “if the level
of classroom instruction (based on
textbooks that follow ambitious cur-
ricular standards) is considerably
above their learning level. These pro-
blems are exacerbated at higher
grades, if students are automatically
promoted to the next grade without
having acquired foundational skills.”
While the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 proposes pedagogical
freedom to the teacher, content-hea-
vy curriculum forces instructionist
rather than constructivist engage-
ments by default, as teachers are al-
ways short of time. As a result, stu-
dents simply consume what they are
taught; they don’t become creators.
Supporting slower foundational de-
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velopment while focusing on the es-
sentials will allow for deeper and
more meaningful learning.

Need for skilled teachers

The National Curriculum Framework
for Teacher Education 2009 quoted
the NEP 1986 which said, “The status
of the teacher reflects the socio-cul-
tural ethos of the society; it is said
that no people can rise above the le-
vel of its teachers”. NEP 2020 has en-
trusted the intellectual development
of kindergarten children from under-
privileged sections to matriculation-
pass Anganwadi teachers and hel-
pers whose monthly salary is about
310,000 and 35,000, respectively.
Anganwadi teachers will not be able
to fulfil the task of developing under-
privileged kindergarten students into
creators simply because they lack the
expertise to do so. The proposal to
upgrade their skills using online
methods is grossly inadequate.

Working in rural areas

If the sight is on the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goal for Education, In-
dia needs to work on a war footing. It
will have to acknowledge that Ed-
Tech is a resource of the privileged
and learning higher-order cognitive
skills requires time and personal sup-
port. One way is to mobilise students
in higher education to contribute
three to six months in government-
sponsored programmes by working
in the most remote and underdeve-
loped areas to educate children and
teachers. Private companies could al-
so sponsor mentorship programmes
where employees spend about a
month on the field. This will have a
transformative effect on all the parti-
cipants involved. Current solutions
appear to be designed in the cloud
without adequate exposure of the
ground.

The ability to successfully satisfy
Sustainable Development Goal 4 will
depend on the priority afforded to
school education. And with budge-
tary allocations based on priority,
the question that begs to be asked is,
what is the priority of school educa-
tion?

Vikram Vincent has a Ph.D. in Educational
Technology from IIT Bombay
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A severe lockdown Labour
E in 2020 affected shortages in
r.-.. transportation 2020 drove up
and led to high the prices of

transaction costs

Price changes

During the lockdown
between April and May
2020, retail food inflation
spiked and stayed high
thereafter. However, in 2021,
food inflation remained
significantly lower than

select food products
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Chart 1: CPI food inflation

Covid impact on food price

An analysis of retail and wholesale prices of essential food items by the Department of Economic and
Policy Research shows that food inflation shot up during the national lockdown in 2020 due to stringent
restrictions. During the second COVID-19 wave in 2021, relatively lenient restrictions and better supply
management kept food prices lower. During the second wave, the decline in highway toll collections and
mandi arrivals was lower compared to the period of the national lockdown. The major reason behind the
higher food price levels in 2020 was the higher price margins set by the retailers over the wholesale price

A demand-
supply mismatch
enabled the
retailers to

charge higher margins
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The gap between CPI and WPI was much higher than
the avg. in 2020 and was relatively low in 2021
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Class elite to the forefront. There-
fore, I am not negative that this dis-
pensation, or the UPA government,
would be wholly denying a caste
census. However, like the UPA go-
vernment escaped by saying that a
caste census would be different
from the general census and called
for only certain issues to be enumer-
ated, this dispensation also might
actually play the same game and be-
gin to disconnect the caste census
from the general census. What is re-
quired is to bring the caste census
alongside the general census. Only
then will we know the situation.

SD: Yes, this is a very important is-
sue. I agree completely. We cannot
separate the caste census from the
general census. Only if we don’t will
the exercise make sense. But what
really worries me about this particu-
lar government given its record in
the past few years is the integrity of
data. A caste census is badly need-
ed, but a caste census without data
integrity would be much worse. A
suspect caste census would be
much worse than no census at all.

The data of caste censuses have
always been disputed, probably
due to the contest of several
vested interests in accepting
the data. While Hindutva forces
seem to be trying to co-opt
subaltern communities that are
demanding a caste census, how
do they handle the paradox of
the caste question?

SD: I think this is the central issue.
The problem is that the core sup-
port for the ruling party is upper
caste, at least in mentality, if not al-
ways strictly in terms of caste identi-
ty. But the upper castes are a minor-
ity; hence the unavoidable electoral
necessity of bringing in the middle
castes, and the Dalits who provide
large numbers. This is a political ba-
lancing act, where you invite the
lower castes promising to give them
the place denied to them for so
long. At the same time, you have to
keep your core supporters happy.
The core supporters are extremely
uncomfortable when the social dis-
tance between them and the castes
that they believe are lower than
them appears to shrink. They get ve-
ry upset. All over the country, the
conflict between Dalits and OBCs is
bitter and violent. How do we
square this circle? This is the main
challenge for Hindutva politics.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 20, 1971
The problem of plenty of food

The Centre has decided to take emergency
steps to tackle the problems of storage and
movements of foodgrains arising out of
bumper crops in the country this year. Brief-
ing pressmen here to-day [New Delhi, Au-
gust 19] after a conference of State Food Mi-
nisters, which, perhaps for the first time in
Independent India’s history, discussed the
problem of plenty in agriculture, the Union
Minister for Food and Agriculture, Mr. Fak-
hruddin Ali Ahmed, said the State Food Mi-
nisters agreed that in view of the expected
massive arrivals of foodgrains in the markets
immediately after harvest, measures should
be worked out to handle procurement and
marketing. Mr. Ahmed, who had presided
over the conference, said the State Food Mi-
nisters had unanimously agreed to evolve a
co-ordinated approach by the Centre and
the States to improve the storage and move-
ment position following massive procure-
ment of grain and the record wheat crop of
over 23 million tonnes.
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 20, 1921

Reasons behind prices | Drop in mobility levels during the national lockdown impacted the retail price
margins. When the difference between the retail and wholesale prices of 22 food items across 80 markets was
compared with the mobility levels in those areas, a negative correlation was found. That is, in areas where mob
declined, the price margins increased. As the lockdown in 2021 was less severe than the one in
2020, the retail price margins also remained suppressed. Chart 3 depicts this relationship

9te . .
Chart 3: Mobility and margins
85 L4 The poorer the mobility levels, the higher the price
: E margins set by the retailers over the wholesale price
8 2
£
g
755
%)
&
7 @
= ° o
05 Google mobility index L4
-80 -60 -40 -20 0
Chart 4: Toll collections
250 r35
Volume (in million) 30
200 1 —
Value (% billion) (RHS) L5
=
§ =
§ 150 20 2
= s ¢
= 1001 15 2_
The falliin toll collections 10
504 was much lower during
the second wave than |5
during the nationwide
0 lockdown 0

December 2019 <> June 2021

\;q&é 4

RS
A S NS
. e 1™

T

Chart 5: Mandi arrivals
(Change over April and May 2019)

EESN

A guide to health by Mahatma Gandhi

W

1]
) It may be a happy surprise to many that Ma-
hatma Gandhi is the author of a very useful
and instructive treatise on health. The origi-
nal, which is in Guzerati, has now been ren-
dered into English by Mr. A. Rama Iyer, M.A.
of the National College, Trichinopoly, and
published by Mr. S. Ganesan (Publisher, Tri-
plicane, Madras SE). The book covering
about 150 pages is divided into two parts,
the first dealing with the general principles
of personal health and hygiene and the se-
cond giving some simple treatments for the
common ailments and accidents. The great
value of the publication consists in the prac-
tical and original way in which the Mahatma

150 1 has handled the subject backed on the one
1251 Mandi arrivals of pulses and hand with an extensive knowledge of East-
100 }’ﬁg‘;ﬂ%—‘*{ﬁﬁ;‘?ﬁ?‘ i\:;’r‘i"l‘%'dczag ern and Western treatises on health and

= = treatment and on the other with the fruits of
g 1. 2 % =B 2 - personal experience. A close perusal of the
g 50{8 £ B E, s o T 8§ o _ 8 book serves to prove the hollowness and
£ 35 g ?55 B S 2 3 &% 2 3:; 2 g S s danger of many of our ordinary notions and
EI A daily habits contracted under the influence
g . I : I | I I | | of modern civilisation, fear and ignorance.
) The Gandhian style of open simplicity and
-50 impressiveness is preserved in the transla-
-75 April 2020 ® April 2021 tion and adds to the chastening effect of the
1004 Mahatma’s condemnation of our daily vices

Source: RBI (Jose et al., August 2021)

and follies.
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CBIL, SIT to investigate
Bengal violence cases

The Bench emphasised that
the working of the SIT
should be overviewed by a
retired judge of the Su-
preme Court, for which a
separate order would be
passed. The court directed
that immediate action
should be taken by the State
to pay compensation to the
victims of crime as per the
policy of the State, after due
verification.

While the verdict was un-
animous, two judges ex-
pressed reservation over the
NHRC committee recom-
mendations. “The said com-
mittee had only power un-
der our order to report on
facts as gathered by them on
investigation. They had no
jurisdiction to make any re-
commendation or to ex-
press any opinion. We did

not vest them with that pow-
er,” Justice Mukerji wrote in
his order.

Justice Sen was also criti-
cal of the remarks made by
the NHRC against politicians
and police officers. “Iam of
the view that such remarks
and recommendations were
uncalled for and to that ex-
tent the committee has
transgressed its limits.”

Acting Chief Justice Bin-
dal had rejected the allega-
tions of bias against the
committee, pointing out: “It
seems to be an argument in
frustration, where on the
core issue the State has been
found on a wrong foot”.

While the BJP leadership
welcomed the order, sourc-
es in the West Bengal go-
vernment hinted that it may
move the Supreme Court.

US. not interested in
trade pact, says Goyal

“... Beyond that, we have to
keep working through the
barriers that stand in the
way of greater bilateral in-
vestment and deeper com-
mercial ties. If we create the
right conditions from more
trade and investment and
innovation, there really is
no limit to what our private
sectors can achieve togeth-
er,” he said at a joint briefing
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar on July 28.

Harvest deal
Mr. Goyal said India had be-
gun working on an FTA
with Bangladesh and was
close to sealing an early
harvest deal with Australia
“which has almost agreed”
on the matter, with a simi-
lar deal being worked out
with the UK.

“Australia is first on the

list, the U.K., then the UAE,
and if the UAE happens, the
pact with GCC [countries
that are part of the Gulf Co-
operation Council] will also
be expedited. We have al-
ready started the dialogue
with the UAE and one more
country from the Middle
East,” said Mr. Goyal on the
FTAs currently on the prior-
ity list of the government,
which also includes Israel.

While talks with Canada
got waylaid amid the pan-
demic, the Minister said the
dialogue was expected to
pick after the Canadian elec-
tions conclude in the next
few months. The European
Union, he said, had agreed
to restart renegotiations af-
ter abandoning earlier talks
in 2013, purely on the basis
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “goodwill”.

HC protects interfaith
couples from Gujarat law

“This interim order is to
protect the parties which
solemnised interfaith mar-
riages from unnecessary ha-
rassment,” he added.

The anti-conversion law
was amended this year to
bring in new sections that
penalise forcible or fraudu-
lent religious conversion
through marriage. The law
was notified on June 15. The
law, the State government
contended, was meant to
stop religious conversion
through interfaith marriag-
es, citing several incidents
of alleged conversion
through marriages.

No forcible conversion

In the new amendment,
Section 3 of the law defines
what is “forcible conver-
sion”. It says “no person
shall convert or attempt to

convert any person from
one religion to another by
use of force, or by allure-
ment or by any fraudulent
means or by marriage or by
getting a person married or
by aiding a person to get
married, nor shall any per-
son abet such conversion”.

As per Section 4, people
found guilty of violating the
provisions of Section 3 will
face up to three years of im-
prisonment and a fine of
350,000.

If the victim is a minor, a
woman or from SC or ST
community, then the jail
term will be four years with
a fine of Tone lakh.

The court acted on a peti-
tion filed by the Gujarat
chapter of the Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Hind challenging con-
stitutional validity of some
of the amended sections.

Looan scheme to be
notified soon, says FM

For other sectors, including
tourism, a 360,000 crore
loan guarantee scheme was
promised with the interest
on such loans capped at
8.25%, as opposed to preva-
lent rates of 10%-11% with-
out such a guarantee. An of-
ficial statement at the time
indicated more decisions
may be taken later “based
on evolving needs”.

‘Colossal damage’

With none of the expected
credit flowing to them yet,
the Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Associations of
India had urged Ms. Sithara-
man to intervene to notify
the scheme “with imme-
diate effect” in a commu-
nique last week. It cited the
“colossal damage suffered
by the tourism and hospital-
ity sector” after the second
wave added to the losses
they have suffered since the
onset of the pandemic.

The Federation also
pointed out that lenders
CM

K

were not processing appli-
cations of several members
and small enterprises for
loan restructuring or assis-
tance under the existing
Emergency Credit Line Gua-
rantee Scheme (ECLGS).

The relief package an-
nounced in June had en-
hanced the ECLGS cap
from %3 lakh crore to 4.5
lakh crore, stating that con-
tact intensive sectors are
“already covered” under
the scheme and “shall be
continued”. The Cabinet
had approved the expan-
sion of the ECLGS along
with the 350,000 crore
loan guarantee scheme for
healthcare sector projects
on June 30.

A %775 crore revival
package for the North East-
ern Regional Agricultural
Marketing  Corporation,
which was also included in
the 6.29 lakh crore relief
package, was approved by
the Cabinet this Wednes-

day.
»

Nitish Kumar says BJP leaders too will be part of the State delegation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA/NEW DELHI

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar will lead a delegation
of multi-party leaders from
the State to meet Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on Au-
gust 23 to press for a caste-
based census in the country.
The BJP-led Union govern-
ment has so far remained
non-committal on the issue.

“We got information yes-
terday [Wednesday] evening
to meet the Prime Minister at
11 a.m. on August 23 on the
issue of our demand for
caste-based census.

A multi-party delegation
will meet him and the final
list of leaders will be sent to
his office,” Mr. Kumar told
presspersons in Patna on
Thursday.

With the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly election just a few
months away, the BJP has
maintained an uneasy si-
lence on the issue. It fears
that a caste census could dis-
rupt the carefully crafted
non-Yadav OBC bloc that it
has nurtured.

Already, the BJP govern-
ment in U.P. has been sitting
on a report recommending

ELE{TIUNS

sub-categorisation of Other
Backward Classes (OBC) qu-
ota for the past three-years.
The sub-categorisation will
limit the quota for the domi-
nant castes, including Yadav,
Jat and the BJP’s key vote
bank of Kurmis.

Asked if the BJP’s State
leaders too would be in the
delegation, Mr. Kumar said,
“Yes, they too will be part of
the delegation and their par-
ty will finalise the list of lead-
ers.”

But the BJP’s discomfort is
clearly visible. Recently, its
leader and Deputy Chief Mi-
nister, Renu Devi, tried to
lodge the ball back in the

} 50/, CAP

Chief Minister’s court saying,
“The Bihar government, like
Karnataka, is free to hold
caste-based census, but the
Central government will not
accept any proposal for this,
as its policy decision is not to
conduct caste-based cen-
sus.”

JD(U)’s advice to BJP

The Janata Dal(U) though has
a word of advice for the BJP.
“This is just a friendly advice
to a friendly party that if
caste census is delayed any
longer, even the non-Yadav
OBCs will get alienated,” the
party’s  secretary-general
K.C. Tyagi said.

Subedar, Apni Party leader
and militant killed in J&K

Parties flay a spree of political killings in Union Territory

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

A junior commissioned offic-
er (JCO), a militant and a J&K
Apni Party leader were
killed in two separate mili-
tancy-related incidents in
the Union Territory on
Thursday.

A subedar of the Army’s
Rashtriya Rifles suffered bul-
let injuries in a “fierce gun
battle” with hiding militants
in Rajouri district of the Pir
Panjal Valley in the morning.
“The JCO was immediately
evacuated to a nearest medi-
cal facility but he died of his
injuries,” the spokesman
said.

The JCO was identified as
Subedar Ram Singh.

One soldier was injured in
the operation.

One militant was also
killed but his body was not
retrieved till last reports
came in, the police said.

On August 9, two mili-
tants of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) were killed in Thana-
mandi area.

Suspected militants killed
a J&K Apni Party leader in

Safety first: Police distributing masks to those taking out a
Muharram procession in Srinagar on Thursday. =nissAR AHMAD

Kulgam in south Kashmir.

Gunmen opened fire from
a close range at Ghulam Has-
san Lone at his home in Dev-
sar. “He died on the way to
hospital,” an official said.

J&K Apni Party is headed
by Altaf Bukhari, a business-
man-turned-politician and a
former Peoples Democratic
Party leader, who floated the
party in 2020.

Mr. Bukhari termed the
killing “extremely unfortu-
nate”. “Such attacks are in-
tended to stop the current

New vistas: Rajnath Singh launching DISC 5. 0 in New Delhl
on Thursday. =pi

Rajnath opens Defence
Startup Challenge 5.0

It lays innovation foundation, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday
launched the 5th edition of
the Defence India Start-up
Challenge (DISC) under In-
novations for Defence Excel-
lence - Defence Innovation
Organisation  (iDEX-DIO)
meant to achieve self-re-
liance and foster innovation
and technology develop-
ment in the defence and ae-
rospace sectors.
“Thirty-five problem
statements —13 from the Ser-
vices and 22 from Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs) — were unveiled un-
der DISC 5.0. These are in
areas such as situational
awareness, augmented real-
ity, artificial intelligence, air-

craft-trainer, non-lethal dev-
ices, 5G network,
underwater domain aware-
ness, Drone SWARMS and
data capturing,” a Defence
Ministry statement said.

Speaking at the virtual
launch, Mr. Singh said the
iDEX provided a strong
foundation for innovation,
Research and Development
(R&D) to the industry. “In-
itiatives like iDEX form a
link between our youth,
academia, R&D, start-ups
and the armed forces,” he
said. On the earlier editions
of DISC, Mr. Singh said that
more than 80 start-ups, Mi-
cro, Small and Medium En-
terprises and individual in-
novators had joined as
winners in over 40 techno-
logical areas.

ongoing peace process in

J&K,” he said.

“Unfortunately, there
seems to be no end to the
spree of political killings in
Kashmir,” Peoples Demo-
cratic Party president Meh-
booba Mufti said.

National Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah
said the renewed trend of
targeting politicians by mili-
tant outfits was worrying.

Three BJP leaders were
killed in the Valley in three
months.

He denied the fact that
“caste census” could create a
chasm between the two al-
lies. “Every party has certain
core commitments and so-
cial justice is ours. This is not
the first time we are raising
it. Mr. Kumar has been advo-
cating it since 1990,” he said.
If 35% of the Ministers in the
Modi Cabinet could be from
the OBC community, then
what could be the problem
in holding a caste census, he
asked. “This is a demand
that can no longer be ig-
nored, almost every other
party in the country is asking
for it,” he said.

The JD(U) Parliamentary
Party had sought an appoint-
ment to submit a memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister,
but were told to meet Home
Minister Amit Shah instead.
Mr. Kumar stepped in to en-
sure that the issue is raised
with Mr. Modi. The JD(U)
though claims that Mr. Ku-
mar is leading the delegation
on a request of all Opposi-
tion leaders.

The Bihar legislature had
unanimously passed resolu-
tions twice for caste-based
census in the country.

“humane, says Assam

Parties sense a softening of stand

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The “detention centres” in
Assam have been renamed
“transit camps” to human-
ise them, the Assam govern-
ment said on Thursday.

Last Tuesday, the Home
and Political Department is-
sued a notification saying
the “nomenclature of De-
tention Centre is changed to
Transit Camp for detention
purpose”.

Assam currently has such
centres within the Dibru-
garh, Goalpara, Jorhat, Kok-
rajhar, Silchar and Tezpur
central jails. A standalone
detention centre with a ca-
pacity to house 3,000 fo-
reigners is under construc-
tion at Agia in Goalpara
district.

“One should not read
much into the cosmetic
change. The government
has copped criticisms for
years over the detention
centres, which sound like
concentration camps. We
are trying to make them
more humane,” a senior ad-
ministrative officer said, de-

‘BJP-affiliated’ sarpanch,
associate held with plstol

‘We disown him, says BJP spokesman

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

A “BJP-affiliated” sarpanch
and an associate were ar-
rested and a pistol and am-
munition seized from him at
Kulgam in south Kashmir on
Thursday.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Agib Shafi Badder,
sarpanch from Badderpora-
Qaimoh in Kulgam, and Mo-
hammad Amin Hajam from
Hangalgund Kokernag in

Anantnag. BJP spokesman
Altaf Thakur said, “The ar-
rested person didn’t contest
on BJP ticket. He, however,
participated in some of the
rallies of BJP. We disown
him”.

The police said, “A joint
patrolling party of the Ar-
my’s 1 Rashtriya Rifles and
the police apprehended the
two persons when they
were riding a motorcycle in
Khudwani area.”

Caste column in Assam
college forms draws ire

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Students’ organisations in
Assam have slammed some
colleges for seeking specific
caste and religion of appli-
cants in online forms for
graduate courses.
Organisations such as the
Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) and Chhatra Mukti
Sangram Samiti said these
forms go beyond the stan-
dard policy of asking stu-

dents to tick boxes such as
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe and Other Backward
Classes for reservation.
Online forms issued by
Guwahati-based institutes
such as Handique Girls’ Col-
lege, Arya Vidyapeeth Col-
lege and Karmashree Hites-
war Saikia College have
asked applicants to specify if
they are Brahmin, Ganak,
Kalita, Kayastha, Muslim,
Sudra, Vaishya or Other.

After Sonia meet, Opposition
may issue joint statement

Mamata, Uddhav expected to attend virtual interaction

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

Top Opposition leaders are
likely to adopt a joint resolu-
tion or statement on a host
of issues, including the re-
cent washout of the mon-
soon session of Parliament,
after a virtual interaction
with each other at a meeting
convened by Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on
Friday.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Udd-
hav Thackeray, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
and Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief Sharad Pa-
war will be the among the
leaders attending Ms. Gand-
hi’s meeting.

Though the list of invitees
is not public yet, the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
may not be among the
invitees.

The joint statement,
which is expected to be
adopted by the Opposition
leaders, is a work in pro-
gress. Senior leaders from
the Congress and other Op-
position leaders have ex-
changed notes on the issues
that are likely to figure, said
a source on Thursday.

Opposition parties would

Sonia Gandhi

squarely hold the govern-
ment responsible for the
monsoon session’s washout
by refusing to discuss the
snooping controversy and
the use of the Pegasus spy-
ware, thereby “not allow-
ing” the Opposition to raise
other important issues.

The joint statement is also
likely to mention the ongo-
ing farmers’ agitation
against the three farm laws,
the need to scale up the pace
of vaccination to contain a
possible third wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic, disin-
vestment of “profitable pu-
blic sector enterprises”, the
“fragile” state of the econo-
my, job losses during the
pandemic, and the demand
for cash transfers for those
who have lost their incomes
because of  repeated
lockdowns.

The alleged “indiscrimi-

nate” use of sedition laws
against activists and political
workers can also be part of
the statement, said a source.

The chosen date for the
Opposition leaders to come
together on a common plat-
form is significant, August
20, also marks the 77th birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister, the late Rajiv Gand-
hi.

The virtual meet could set
the stage for discussions to
have a more formal struc-
ture, and if the pandemic sit-
uation permits, Opposition
leaders could also have a

physical meeting next
month.
“Ms. Gandhi wants to

keep the momentum going
in terms of the Opposition
unity that one saw during
the Parliament session,
when Rahul Gandhi hosted a
breakfast for Opposition
leaders,” said one Opposi-
tion leader. Ms. Gandhi’s
meet is seen against the
backdrop of a dinner hosted
on August 9 by Kapil Sibal, a
member of the Congress
group of 23 dissenters,
which was attended Mr. Pa-
war, Rashtriya Janata Dal pa-
triarch Lalu Yadav, Samajwa-
di Party’s Akhilesh Yadav,
Sitaram Yechury of the CPI
(M), and D. Raja of the CPI.

»

clining to be quoted.
Political parties sense a
softening of stand by the go-
vernment on the issue of “il-
legal immigrants”, specifi-
cally non-Muslims, who
came from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan up
to December 31, 2014,
sought to be given preferen-
tial citizenship under the Ci-
tizenship (Amendment) Act.

‘More respectability’
“The government is trying
to give the detention centres
some respectability by using
the new softer term,” said
Assam Jatiya Parishad presi-
dent Lurinjyoti Gogoi.
Congress leader Bobbee-
ta Sharma said changing
names was a BJP trait. “They
have not made the legal
ramifications of the change
in nomenclature clear. One
needs to know how long an
inmate would be kept in
transit, which means tem-
porary stay,” she observed.
The inmates of the deten-
tion centres have allegedly
been treated on a par with
the criminals in the jails.
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PreSIdent undergoes
cataract surgery

NEW DELHI

President Ram Nath Kovind
underwent a cataract surgery
at the Army's Referral and
Research Hospital on
Wednesday. A Rashtrapati
Bhavan statement said the
President was discharged
from hospital after the
surgery. Earlier in March, the
75-year-old President had
undergone a bypass surgery.
Mr. Kovind has been active
post his heart surgery and
recently undertook a
four-day trip to Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

ED arrests PISL managing
director in graft case

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested the
managing director (MD) of
Prithvi Information Solutions
Limited (PISL) for allegedly
causing a loss of ¥3,316 crore
to a consortium of public
sector banks. Vuppalapati
Satish Kumar has been
accused of money laundering
in connivance with his sister,
Hima Bindu B, who is the MD
of VMC Systems Limited
(VMCSL). The ED probe is
based on an FIR registered by
the CBI against VMCSL, which
had taken loans from the
consortium.

Former Haryana CM
writes Class 10 paper
SIRSA

Former Haryana Chief
Minister and INLD supremo
Om Prakash Chautala has
written the Class 10 English
exam of the Haryana School
Education Board at a centre
here at the age of 86 years. "
had appeared in the Class 10
examination two years ago
while | was in the Tihar Jail.
However, | did not appear in
the English paper. The
education board gave me a
compartment in the subject,
so | wrote the paper now," Mr.
Chautala said. He said he had
prepared for the exam
thoroughly and would pass
with 100% marks. p1i

Modi's bust removed
from temple

PUNE

Days after a BJP worker
constructed a temple for
Narendra Modi in Pune, the
bust of the Prime Minister
was removed from it. Mayur
Munde, who built the temple,
could not be reached for
comments on what prompted
him to remove the bust. Some
NCP workers staged a mock
protest outside the temple in
the Aundh area here on
Thursday. "Optimism had
prevailed that now [after the
construction of the temple],
fuel prices will come down,
inflation will dip and people
will get %15 lakh in their
accounts. However, we came
here and saw that the ‘god' is
missing,” an NCP leader said
wryly. pTi
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Tough wait for Indians in Afghanistan

Around 450 still stranded; govt. coordinating with the U.S., other embassies to assist in their return

HC judge
caughtin
row elevated

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

Kaushik Chanda, an addi-
tional judge of the Calcutta
High Court whom the Su-
preme Court Collegium
has appointed as a perma-
nent judge, was in West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee’s line of fire
over his alleged proximity
to the BJP. The Trinamool
Congress chief had even
opposed his confirmation.

Justice Chanda had on
July 7 recused himself from
hearing a petition by the
Trinamool chief challeng-
ing the election of Leader
of the Opposition in the
West Bengal Assembly Su-
vendu Adhikari from Nan-
digram after she expressed
apprehension of bias
against her by the judge.

The Collegium, headed
by Chief Justice N.V. Rama-
na, met on August 17 and
approved the proposal.
The statement was upload-
ed on the top court’s web-
site on Thursday.

Besides Chief Justice Ra-
mana, Justices U.U. Lalit
and A.M. Khanwilkar are
part of the three-member
Collegium that takes deci-
sions on the appointment
of High Court judges.

Justice Chanda had im-
posed 35 lakh costs on Ms.
Banerjee for the manner in
which she had sought his
recusal.

India should have kept a small team in Kabul

Ex-diplomats
slam withdrawal
of all officials

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India tried to maintain a core
team of diplomats in Afghan-
istan, but could not do so be-
cause of lack of operational
space for non-NATO coun-
tries at the Kabul airport,
The Hindu has learnt.

The decision to withdraw
all Indian officials from Ka-
bul has drawn criticism from
some veteran diplomats who

SUHASINI HAIDAR
mELHI

With as many as 450 Indians
possibly still stranded inside
Afghanistan, the Govern-
ment of India is coordinating
with the embassies of the
United States and other
countries to assist in their re-
turn, as transport to the air-
port as well as flights from
Kabul to Delhi are proving to
be a challenge. In addition,
four days after the Taliban
militia took control of the
capital, there was no formal
government in place, mak-
ing it harder for those who
do not have all the necessary
documents, officials said.

“Our biggest problem is
that even those in Kabul
aren’t able to leave their resi-
dences without approval
from Taliban guards to travel
to the airport,” an official
said. While U.S. troops were
in charge of Kabul’s Hamid
Karzai International Airport,
located just 10 km from the
Indian Embassy, they were
unable to provide support
outside it for convoys to
reach, and it became neces-
sary to deal with local militia
at every checkpoint, the offi-
cial said.

On Monday, Indian diplo-
mats trying to leave the city
after closing the embassy
faced several issues, after
most of their convoy was
turned around by Taliban
gunmen posted near the city

‘-?. |

K.P. Fabian

believe that there are many
who require India’s help in
Afghanistan and a well-
trained small team of diplo-
mats should have been left
behind to help them.

On call: Ministry officials at the “Special Afghanistan cell" that is processing visa applications.

outskirts, and it took them
more than a day to make the
necessary arrangements to
leave. As a result, one of the
special military C-17 flights
operated by the Indian Air
Force (IAF) had to return to
Delhi with only 40 passen-
gers, as the rest could not
make it to the airport. Anoth-
er C-17 that had landed, was
asked to fly to Dushanbe, in
neighbouring Tajikistan, af-
ter the tarmac got overrun
by Afghans desperate to
leave.

Officials said the U.S. Em-
bassy in Kabul as well as its
diplomats in Delhi have been
helping by providing their
teams access to the airport
and security within the area,
and had also been providing

“Evacuation of the embas-
sy in Kabul was a mistake
that needs to be corrected
promptly,” said former Am-
bassador K.P. Fabian, who
had played a crucial role in
the airlift of Indians in 1990
after Iraq had invaded
Kuwait.

India on Tuesday evacuat-
ed 120 diplomats and offi-
cials in a special flight as Ka-
bul was taken over by the
Taliban. An attempt was
made at this time to station a
core team of diplomats in
Kabul, but it did not work
out as the place for diplo-
matic outposts in Kabul air-

them updated information
on their movements so that
the government could “plan
ahead”.

U.S. officials also coordi-
nated parking slots for the
C-17 that finally flew out on
Tuesday carrying the re-
maining 120 Indian diplo-
mats and about 20 others.

Among the Indians left be-
hind who have reached out
to the government are doc-
tors, university professors
and engineers, many of
whom had tried to leave Af-
ghanistan earlier, but had
been unable to find seats on
Air India flights to Delhi,
which were suspended this
week. On Thursday, Air India
officials told The Hindu that
no new flights had been

port at present is meant only
for the NATO countries.
Apart from security con-
cerns, there was also a need
to observe the behaviour of
the Taliban and other major
powers on the ground in Af-
ghanistan, which was of cru-
cial importance for India’s
security, said Mr. Fabian.
“Instead of monitoring deve-
lopments, India should seek
to shape them,” he added.
Former Indian Ambassa-
dor to Afghanistan Jayant
Prasad said the Taliban were
yet to prove that they were
serious in tackling the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT), the Jaish-

SC acquits family sentenced to life

Case a shocking reminder of police docility to political influence, says Bench

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has ac-
quitted three members of a
family, framed by the police
acting under political pres-
sure and sentenced to life
imprisonment by the courts,
after they complained about
their relative’s murder over a
%250 debt, 13 years ago.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Indira Banerjee and V.
Ramasubramanian, in a
judgment, said the police,
instead of proceeding in pur-
suit of the truth, tried to bu-
ry it deep in a case that was a
shocking reminder of police
docility to political influenc-
es, a lack of proper legal re-
presentation in courts and

Nagaland CM, State BJP
chief called to Delhi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and
the State’s BJP president, Temjen Imna
Along, left for New Delhi on August 19 for

an emergency meeting.

A senior leader of the Nagaland unit of
the BJP said the duo had been summoned
by Home Minister Amit Shah. The issue of
discussion is expected to be the inclusion of
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) in the coali-

1. Type of the Work . Bridge

tion government, leaving the State Opposi- 2. Class of Contractor : As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
tion-free. 3. Time of Completion . As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure

The BJP’s central leadership is reported- 4. Detail Projects . As per Annexure attached
ly unhappy with the political development 5. Estimated Cost . As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
“in the name of achieving a peaceful solu- 6. Other details:
tion to the Naga political issue”. The issue Procurement Bid Availability of Tender | Last Date & Time | Date & Time of Opening
pertains to the peace process with extre- Officer Identification | on-line for bidding of Seeking of tender
mist groups since mid-1997. No. From To Cla‘l;(ief?:;i'o" Tec;ir:iical Fingli'l:’:ial

Mr. Rio’s Nationalist Democratic Progres- 1 2 3 2 5 s 7
sive Party (NDPP), the BJP and independent Chief RWCCESNG- | 31.08.202121.09.2021| 20002021 | 27.09.2021 | Will be
MLAs had stitched up the People’s Demo- Construction 13 of 11:00 AM | 3:00 PM 3:00 PM 11:00AM | intimated
cratic Alliance government in 2018. On Au- e peural | 2021-22 separately
gust 16, the coalition included the NPF by Sundargarh

“setting aside political rivalry” for the sake
of the Naga peace process and renamed the
coalition the Nagaland United Government.

CcM
K

judicial oversight.

In May 2008, a grievously
injured Nand Kishore was
rushed to hospital by Mad-
hav. Kishore was the brother
of Raju Yadav. Yadav was
married to Madhav’s sister,
Sahodara Bai. But Kishore
was declared dead on arriv-
al. Bai informed the police
and the three of them named
two men, Ruia and Kailash,
in the First Information Re-

port (FIR) as the culprits.

However, the case took a
bizarre turn when the Mad-
hya Pradesh police turned
on them. Instead of investi-
gating the FIR, the police ar-
rested the three family mem-
bers of the dead man. The
trial court convicted all three
and sentenced them to life in
prison. During the trial, they
realised that the two men
they had named in the FIR
for Kishore’s murder were
arraigned as star witnesses.
The High Court confirmed
the punishment.

“We are conscious of the
fact that at times persons
who commit a crime, them-
selves make/lodge the first
information so as to create

an alibi of innocence. But
even in such cases, the inves-
tigation would normally pro-
ceed first against those
named as accused in the FIR,
and thereafter, the needle of
suspicion may turn against
the informant himself,” Jus-
tice Ramasubramanian, who
authored the judgment,
reasoned.

The apex court was ap-
palled that both the Sessions
Court and the High Court
“overlooked” crucial admis-
sions. Besides, Justice Rama-
subramanian wondered why
both the courts found noth-
ing amiss in the prosecution
version that a murderer
would rush his victim to the
hospital in an autorickshaw.

planned at present.

The speed with which the
Indian Embassy had to be
closed also left several Af-
ghans stranded, as they had
submitted their passports in
order to receive their visas,
and those could not be re-
turned before they left. “We
are in danger here, but with-
out the passports we can’t do
anything right now,” Mo-
hammad Farhan (not his real
name), a Ph.D. student who
is one of four students who
applied some months ago for
their visas, told The Hindu
over the telephone from Ka-
bul.

Hundreds of calls have
come in to the External Af-
fairs Ministry at a “Special
Afghanistan cell” manned

e-Mohammed (JeM) and the
East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM). “There
have been reports of clashes
between the Islamic State
and the Taliban in the recent
past, but we have not not-
iced any attempt by the Tali-
ban to counter the LeT and
JeM,” said Mr. Prasad.

Former diplomat Vivek
Katju, however, supported
the evacuation of Indian offi-
cials. “In view of the com-
plexities and dangers inhe-
rent in the current situation
in Afghanistan, the withdra-
wal of the mission was justi-
fied,” he said.

round the clock by about 20
officers. The cell was origi-
nally set up on Monday
night, just as diplomats and
personnel from the Indian
Embassy were leaving so as
to ensure “seamless con-
tacts” for Indians who are
still stranded inside the
country. The officers are pre-
paring an updated database
based on the calls received,
on what sort of assistance
they need. They gave esti-
mates of between 300 and
450 Indians who still remain
and need to be evacuated.

Newly launched visa

The special cell is also coor-
dinating visa applications for
the newly launched “e-Emer-
gency X-Misc Visa” for Af-
ghan nationals wanting to
flee the country urgently,
which will be processed after
security clearances by the
Union Home Ministry.

According to sources,
hundreds of applications
have already been filled out
online by Afghans, many of
them belonging to minorities
and sects such as the Hazara
community that fear being at
risk of harm from the Tali-
ban.

However, when asked, of-
ficials said the visas will like-
ly take some time to process,
and only a few have been is-
sued so far.

(With inputs from
Jagriti Chandra)

"Terror groups continue
to work with impunity’

At UNSC, Jaishankar slams Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITED NATIONS

Terror groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
continue to operate with
both impunity and encour-
agement, India told the UN
Security Council (UNSC), as-
serting that the internation-
al community must never
host sanctuaries for terro-
rists as it recalled the 2008
Mumbeai terror attack, Path-
ankot air base and Pulwama
attacks carried out by Pakis-
tan-based terrorists.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, chairing a
high-level United Nations
Security Council briefing,
held under India’s current
presidency, on ‘Threats to
international peace and se-
curity caused by terrorist
acts’, said the heightened
activities of the proscribed
Haqgani Network justified
this growing anxiety.

“In our own immediate
neighbourhood, ISIL-Khora-
san [ISIL-K] has become
more energetic and is con-
stantly seeking to expand its
footprint. Events unfolding
in Afghanistan have natural-
ly enhanced global con-
cerns about their implica-
tions for both regional and
international security,” he
said.

“Whether it is in Afghan-
istan or against India,

S. Jaishankar

groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba
and Jaish-e-Mohammed
continue to operate with
both impunity and encour-
agement,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

‘No complacency’
It is, therefore, vital that the
Security Council does not
take a selective, tactical or
complacent view of the pro-
blems we face, the External
Affairs Minister said.

“We must never counte-
nance sanctuaries for terro-
rists or overlook their rais-

ing of resources,” Mr.
Jaishankar added.
Slamming Pakistan,

where proscribed terrorists
and terror groups enjoy safe
havens and state support,
he said: “When we see state
hospitality being extended
to those with innocents’
blood on their hands, we
should never lack the cour-
age to call out this double-
speak.”

Tough legal battle awaits wives
of slain IS men post extradition

K.S. SUDHI
KOCHI

Freedom may remain a dis-
tant dream for widows of Is-
lamic State (IS) members, in-
cluding Nimisha Fathima, a
Keralite, as a long-drawn bat-
tle awaits them in India, if ex-
tradited from Afghanistan.
She has been accused of join-
ing the IS, a banned terrorist
organisation, an offence un-
der the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
There were reports that
Nimisha was among those re-
leased from jail after the Tali-
ban took over the reins of the

country. She and three oth-
ers had accompanied their
husbands to join the IS in the
Khorasan province. Bexen
Vincent, her husband and an
IS activist, is believed to have
been killed in Afghanistan. K.
Bindu, Nimisha’s mother,
had recently approached the
authorities to bring back her
daughter and five-year-old
granddaughter.

Incidentally, the National
Investigation Agency has in-
cluded Nimisha on the list of
most wanted persons in the
IS case. She has also been ac-
cused of associating with the

IS to furthering and support-
ing its activities. She will have
to face trial for waging war
against Afghanistan. All the
charges levelled against Nim-
isha are non-bailable. In UA-
PA cases, the court may grant
bail only if it is satisfied that
the charges are baseless, jud-
icial sources indicated.

The challenge before the
NIA is to gather evidence to
link Nimisha to the offences
allegedly committed in Af-
ghanistan. It may have to
bank heavily on digital evi-
dence and witnesses in India
to prove the charges.

BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION, RAJASTHAN AJMER

(el FOR CONFIDENTIAL PRINTERS
— " | NOTICE INVITING INFORMATIONS REGARDING CONFIDENTIAL PRINTING WORKS

Notice inviting information’s from reputed Security Printing
Organization for confidential Printing.
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE h

i UNION TERRITORY OF LAKSHADWEEP
% (DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL & HEALTH SERVICES)
KAVARATTI - 682555

Dated: 18.08.2021

No. 3858 /Date:
The tender for the works invited this office N.I.T. No.Tender-Online-C.C.-10 of
2021 Dt-23.04.2021 issued vide this office Lr.N0.2222 Dt-23.04.2021 is here
by cancelled due to some unavoidable circumstances.

Chief Construction Engineer, Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

17.08.2021

OIPR-25082/11/0022/2122 .}

@ GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
' OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH

Details of information to be sent by organizations may be seen on
website of the Board www.rajeduboard.rajasthan.gov.in.

OFFICE OF THE ADDL, CHIEF ENGINEER, P.H.E.D., REGION-I-JODHPUR
Tele-0291-2651750 E-Madl | rf_sceja@nic.in

T ST ST, w2122 40084006 firerten 1 1 2-08-21
s wwim= we, Misvem 47 | 20/ 2021-22

o wrafern gre and @ owi Pifwr wem o W 20/2021-22 & Pifte g A
Hiftrs  wenr B & wRw Rw dvhem @l e o
https:/feproc.rajasthan.govin TF  https//spoo raiasthan govin 77 Huwirs fm )
Pt e 17 /202122 (UBIN No PHEZ1 22WLOBOS150)
P siesr 18,/ 2021—22 (UBIN Mo PHE2122WLOB0S151)
Fiftray w= 190/ 2021-22 (UBIN No.PHE2122WLOBNS154)
it s 20/ 2021—22 (UBIN No PHE2122WLOBOS158)

DIPRAC/BT 33

NOTIFICATION

Application for the post of Principal, Vice Principal, Associate
Professor, Assistant Professor and Tutor on contract for the
proposed Govt Nursing College, Kavaratti, U.T. of Lakshadweep has
been invited. The application and other details can be had from
www.lakshadweep.gov.in. The last date of submission of
application willbe on 31st August 2021.
Sd/-
(DR. M.P. BASHEER)
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES

WNiTigd TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph. : 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines) E-mail : purchase.fuel@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender No. Material Description Due Date
212213 Steaming (Non-Coking) Coal in Bulk
002456 (Imported) with 5000 GAR 06.09.2021

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website only.

Terms and conditions, Quantity, Tender Fee, EMD etc., are available in
the tender document which can be downloaded from websites :
www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in

DIPR/2468/Tender/2021

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER PHED NCR REGION ALWAR
Manu Marg ALWAR(RAJ.) E-mail- ace.alw.phed@rajasthan.gov.in
No- 2991-3004 Date- 13/08/2021
NOTICE INVITING BID (NIT No. 39-41/2021-22)
Bids for Work of construction of Sources., rising main pipelines. CWRs. Pump houses
ESRs. internal village distribution pipeline and FHTC including one year Defect Liability
period of Various Villages under Sub Division Ramgarh / Sub Division Laxmangarh

ANDHRA PRADE

ATE DEVELOPMENT
MITED (APSDC)

A Fully Owned Undertaking of the Government of Andhra Pradesh
6" Floor, Anjaneya Towers, Ibrahimpatnam, Vijayawada-521456, Andhra Pradesh
APSDC is in the process of recruitment of competent and committed
candidates for the following positions:
Company Secretary (1) with CS qualification and minimum 4 years of post CS
experience (Contract basis). Finance Manager (1) with CA qualification and
minimum 4 years of post CA experience (Contract basis) Data Entry Operator
(1), Office Assistant (1) and Office Subordinate (1) on outsourcing basis.
Salary depends on qualifications and experience and as per the industry standards.
Applications can be sent to hr.apsdc@gmail.com
For more details, please visit careers section of apsdcl.ap.gov.in
Interested candidates may apply latest by 30 August, 2021.

DIPR 338PP/CL, Dt.19.08.2021 Sd/- VC & Managing Director

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.

(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking)
KM M Lﬁ (An 10 9001, 1SO 14001, OHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified Company) ﬂ@]
Ly e Sankaramangalam, Chavara, gZming e
Kollam-691 583, Kerala. India Eomal] ¥
Ph: +91 476 2651215 to 2561217 CNU1409KL19725600023%9
Fax: 91 0476 2680101, 2686721 E-mail: contact@kmml.com, URL www.kmml.com
Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please
visit thlf E-'Il'endenng Portal, https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or
www.kmml.com

SINo Tender ID Items

wr JTE

Panchayat samiti Thanagazi under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Rural Division lInd
NCR Alwar are invited from interested bidders upto_05:00 PM on Dated 07-09-2021.

1. | 2021_KMML_434383_1 | For fabrication and Supply of Recycle Gas Cooler

Other particulars of the Bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.

An%Amendment/Corrigendum for the above tenders shall be notified through above
wel

e-Procurement NOTICE

0-554:

® Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh.

0IPR-25133/11/0020/2122

»

rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in ) of the state and https:/phedwater.rajasthan. site & Company’s website only
AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address-serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com gov.in departmental website. Chavara 19.08.2021 sd/- DGM(Mtls) For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd
: _ _ B UBN:- UBN:- UBN:- Our products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium,
No.Tender Online - RWCCESNG-13 of 2021-22, Letter No.2462/Dtd.13.08.2021 PHE2122WLOB06106 | PHE2122WLOB06110 PHE2122WLOB06114 ’ Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

(Aditya Sharma)
Additional Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/8150 PHED, NCR, Region, Alwar

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ANDHRA PRADESH
= TADEPALLIGUDEM - 534101, A.P, INDIA
Advt. No. NIT-AP/CSPS/TENDER-02/2021-22 Date: 20.08.2021
TENDER NOTIFICATION
Sealed tenders are Invited from reputed Firms / Agencies for the following:
1. Annual Maintenance Contract for Heating Ventilation & Air Conditioning (HVAC) Plant

atNIT Andhra Pradesh.

2. Annual Maintenance Contract for 11KV/433V Substation and all other subsidiary
substations at NIT Andhra Pradesh.

3. Operation & Maintenance of two number 200 KLD Sewage Treatment Plant
(MBBR Technology) atNIT Andhra Pradesh.

4. Designing and Furnishing of the newly constructed existing offices in G+4 Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Administrative Vista at NIT Andhra Pradesh by supplying & installing
the necessary furniture and interior works.

5. Supply & Installation of Thermal Engineering Laboratory at NIT Andhra Pradesh.

All the details can be obtained from the institute website:

www.nitandhra.ac.in/main/tender

1 =

DIRECTOR

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK
NOTE MUDRAN (P) LIMITED

(WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF RESERVE BANK OF INDIA)
Note Mudran Nagar, Mysuru-570 003, Karnataka, India
Tel : +91 821 2582905/15/25, Fax : +91 821 2582099

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING / OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY

E-Tenders are invited through MSTC for Supply of Block Board Packing
boxes

i) For BRBNMPL, Mysuru - 39,670 boxes

ii) For BRBNMPL, Salboni-58,500 boxes

MSTC Event No.: BRBNMPL/MYSURU PRESS/MMD/2/21-22/ET/6 -
BLOCK BOARD PACKING BOXES

Last date of submission of bids for the above tender is 22/09/2021.
Vendors/ Bidders are required to register themselves online with
www.mstcecommerce.com for participation. The details are also
published in our website www.brbnmpl.co.in. Amendments/
Corrigendum to the e-tender if any, issued in future will only be notified on
the BRBNMPL's website and MSTC website as given above and will not
be published in Newspaper. Further extension or amendment/s, if any
will be available at website only. General Manager

»

M ND-NDE



e THE HINDU
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 2021

Kin of 41 COVID warriors
get ¥50 lakh each in U.P.
LUCKNOW

A total of 103 corona warriors
— health and sanitation
workers —died of COVID-19 in
Uttar Pradesh and so far the
families of 41 of them had
received the ¥50 lakh
ex-gratia compensation
promised to them, according
to the State government.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath provided the
details in a written reply in
the Assembly on Thursday to
a direct question by Sanjay
Garg, Samajwadi Party MLA
from Saharanpur.

Price of diesel cut by

20 paise per litre

NEW DELHI

The price of diesel was cut by
20 paise per litre on
Thursday, the second
consecutive day of reduction,
but petrol rates remained
unchanged. Diesel price in
Delhi was reduced to ¥89.47
per litre from ¥89.67 a litre,
according to a price
notification by state-run oil
companies. The reduction
comes on the back of a similar
cut on Wednesday. Just like
on Wednesday, the petrol
price was not revised on
Thursday. In Delhi, petrol
continued to be priced at
%101.84 a litre. The price cut
follows international oil
prices tumbling to their
lowest level since May. p1i

DRDO's chaff technology
to safeguard jets

NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Thursday said it
had developed an advanced
chaff (strips of metal foil
released in the air to obstruct
radar detection) technology
to safeguard the fighter
aircraft of the Air Force
against hostile radar threats.
"The IAF has started the
process of induction of this
technology after the
completion of successful user
trials,” a DRDO statement
said. "The technology has
been given to the industry for
production in large quantities
to meet the annual rolling
requirement of the IAF," it
added.

Curfew lifted in

Shillong for 12 hours
SHILLONG

Curfew, which was clamped
here following unrest, was
lifted for 12 hours from 5 a.m.
on Thursday as the law and
order situation improved in
the last 24 hours, an official
said. The restriction, however,
will be in place at night, he
said. East Khasi Hills Deputy
Commissioner I. Laloo has
issued an order, relaxing the
curfew in Shillong urban
agglomeration for 12 hours
till 5 p.m. on Thursday, the
official said. Shops involved in
selling essential commodities
have been allowed to open
till 4 p.m. and transactions at
banks permitted till 3 p.m.,

according to the offical order.
PTI

Centre monitoring booster dose move in U.S.

Doctors in India favour a third shot, but say its benefits can be understood only after studies are conducted

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Thursday said it was
“closely following the deve-
lopments in the United
States”, which has given the
green signal for booster dose
of COVID-19 vaccines.

Doctors in India are also
advocating a booster dose.
They said some research
papers had suggested that
giving a third dose after a
space of six or eight months
had been shown to increase
immune response markedly.

Sandeep Kharb, senior
consultant, endocrinology,
QRG Health City, Faridabad,
said, “So in view of the new
emerging variants, booster
doses of COVID-19 vaccines
should be used in high-risk
groups. It will add to herd
immunity too.”

Akshay Budhraja, senior
consultant, pulmonology,
Aakash Healthcare, ob-
served that booster doses
would definitely be a re-
quirement in future. But
there was a big vaccine gap
between low-income and
high-income countries,

Activists flay exemption

Quick jab: A vaccination drive in progress in New Delhi on Thursday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

which was why the World
Health Organization (WHO)
had recommended a stop to
it for now.

“The scenario in the U.S.
is different, as most of the
population has been fully
vaccinated, so there is no
harm in giving booster dos-

to disability quota rule

Social Justice Ministry issues notice

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Centre has exempted
posts under the Indian Pol-
ice Service (IPS) from the
mandated 4% reservation
for persons with disabilities
(PwD) in government jobs, a
move that rights groups say
goes against the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016.

On Wednesday, the Social
Justice Ministry issued a not-
ification saying that Section
34 of the RPD Act, which
provides for 4% reservation
in jobs for PwD in govern-
ment establishments, would
not apply to all categories of
posts of IPS, the Indian Rail-
way Protection Force Ser-
vice and the police forces of
Delhi, Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, Lakshadweep
and Daman and Diu and Da-
dra and Nagar Haveli.

Combat roles
At the same time, the Minis-
try issued another notifica-
tion on Wednesday making
a distinction between com-
bat and non-combat roles in
the security forces. The Mi-
nistry exempted all combat
posts in the Border Security
Force, the Central Reserve
Police Force, the Central In-
dustrial Security Force, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police,
the Sashastra Seema Bal and
the Assam Rifles from the
non-discrimination and re-
servation provisions of the
RPD Act.

V. Muralidharan, general

secretary of the National
Platform for the Rights of
the Disabled, called for a
withdrawal of the notifica-
tion regarding the police
forces. “Exemptions should
be granted only in cases of
combat roles in keeping
with the intent and spirit of
the proviso under Section
34 of the RPD Act. It is re-
grettable that a department
that is supposed to safe-
guard the rights of the dis-
abled and empower them is
doing just the opposite,” he
said, referring to the Depart-
ment of Empowerment of
PwD under the Social Jus-
tice Ministry.

He added that the proviso
of the Act did not intend to
give blanket exemptions
from hiring PwD, but to
make sure that combat roles
are not assigned to them. He
said the decision was even
more shocking given the
fact that the Delhi Police
had in October 2019 issued
an advertisement for “head
constable  (ministerial)”,
with reservations for PwD.

In March this year, the
Goa Police invited applica-
tions for various posts, in-
cluding 34 posts of “lower
division clerk”, with four
posts reserved for PwDs.

A rights activist and doc-
tor, Satendra Singh, of the
Doctors with Disabilities
group, said there were many
roles that PwD could fill
within police forces and ex-
empting all categories of
roles was wrong.

es, although we will only be
able to understand its bene-
fits after studies are conduct-
ed on it. It is certainly going
tobe a trend in future to get a
booster dose every year, just
like the flu vaccine. As the vi-
rus keeps on mutating, even
vaccines need to be updated

Record sugar exports help

Pending payments
to farmers remain
a thorny issue

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

Sugar mills have surpassed
their 60 lakh tonne export
target this year, making it ea-
sier for them to pay sugar-
cane farmers and reducing
arrears for this year to less
than ¥9,000 crore, accord-
ing to government data.
Pending dues to cane farm-
ers are a thorny political is-
sue in several States, provok-
ing protests in western Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab.

Given that India produces
more sugar than it con-
sumes, leading to liquidity
concerns for mills and de-
layed payments to farmers,
the Centre has been encou-

with the latest strain annual-
ly. It has to be decided
whether it would be admi-
nistered on a yearly basis or
not or whether every person
would require it,” he said.
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) Director
Randeep Guleria had earlier
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said that India would have to
take a serious look at bring-
ing in booster doses to en-
sure that the population was
able to keep up the antibody
levels.

Viswesvaran Balasubra-
manian, interventional pul-
monologist at Yashoda Hos-
pitals, Hyderabad, said that
currently the U.S. FDA had
agreed to the booster doses
for mRNA vaccines such as
Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna.

No clear guidelines
“However, with respect to
J&J vaccines, there are no
clear-cut guidelines regard-
ing the booster dose yet.
There are still considerations
for mixing of vaccines as a
booster dose, which is still a
matter that needs further
studies and research data.
Currently in India, we still do
not have guideline recom-
mendations for booster dos-
es of vaccine. However, with
the upcoming scientific evi-
dence, we may see a role for
such booster doses in the
near future,” he said.
Arunesh Kumar, senior

Diverse uses: The government is urging mills to divert surplus
cane stock to make ethanol. =FfiLe pHOTO

raging diversion to exports
and ethanol production. Ex-
ports have increased more
than 10 times from just 6.2
lakh tonnes in 2017-18, with
the Centre now providing as-
sistance to the tune of
36,000 per tonne to facili-
tate exports.

As against an export tar-
get of 60 lakh tonnes this

year, contracts of about 70
lakh tonnes have been
signed, according to a state-
ment from the Food Ministry
on Thursday.

High demand

As global prices have also
spiked substantially in the
last month and there is high
demand for Indian sugar in

consultant, pulmonology,
Paras Hospital, explained
that with variants of the vi-
rus coming in, it had become
more important that people
had neutralising antibodies
at a higher level to prevent
breakthrough infection.

“It may be planned in a
phased manner, everyone
who is a vaccine candidate
may need a booster and per-
haps it could be adminis-
tered first to people who are
more exposed to the virus —
healthcare and frontline
workers — and then can be
rolled out for all age groups,”
he suggested.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research on Thurs-
day said the country had
achieved a milestone of con-
ducting 50 crore COVID-19
tests on August 18. “With an
average daily testing of more
than 17 lakh in August, India
has tested 50 crore samples
till date and the last 10 crore
tests in only 55 days. On July
21, India had tested 45 crore
COVID-19 samples, which
reached the 50-crore-mark
on August 18,” the release
said.

the international market, the
Ministry has advised domes-
tic mills to sign forward con-
tracts with importers for the
next season, and some have
already done so.

Along with the diversion
for ethanol production,
which the government sees
as a more permanent solu-
tion to the problem of sur-
plus stocks, the export reve-
nue has allowed mills to
partially pay off their dues to
cane farmers.

At the end of May, unpaid
cane dues for 2021-21 stood
at 18,820 crore, along with
pending payments from pre-
vious years worth 32,501
crore.

However, by mid-August,
mills had bought a record
390,872 crore worth of cane
from farmers, against which
381,963 crore have been

Railways reiterates Make in India’ policy

Officials told to implement it in ‘letter and spirit’ to boost income, employment

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

Did Central procurement
agencies tweak tender con-
ditions to circumvent the
‘Make in India’ policy, an
ambitious initiative by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi?
The Department for Pro-
motion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade has “observed”
that government procuring
agencies, including Public
Sector Undertakings, had
not implemented the Public
Procurement (Preference to
‘Make in India’ Order), 2017,

in “letter and spirit”. It was
found that “excessive tur-
nover, requirements of spec-
ific brands/make, require-
ment of foreign certification,
requirement of unreasona-
ble prior experience and re-
quirement of prior expe-
rience of supplying to
specific  nations/entities”
were sometimes prescribed
as qualifying criteria.

The Ministry of Railways,
which makes huge purchas-
es for its manufacturing,
maintenance and service
sectors every year, has

flagged the issue with the
General Managers of all Zo-
nal Railways, Production Un-
its and other major establish-
ments across the country.

In an advisory issued last
week, Chandan Kumar, Di-
rector, Railway Board, said
there were instances where
the provisions of the Public
Procurement (Preference to
‘Make in India’ Order), 2017,
were not incorporated in the
tender. The policy was to en-
courage ‘Make in India’ and
promote manufacturing and
production of Goods, Servic-

es and Works in India with a
view to enhance income and
employment. “In view of the
above, it is advised to all the
procuring entities to ensure
full compliance of the Public
Procurement (Preference to
‘Make in India’ Order), 2017,
as amended, in letter and
spirit. Procuring units, in-
cluding Public Sector Under-
takings, should review the
implementation of the order
and take all necessary mea-
sures/corrective actions so
that there is no deviation,”
the advisory said.

3.86 cr. people
did not get 2nd
dose on time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Over 3.86 crore persons
did not get their second
dose of the COVID-19 vac-
cine within the stipulated
time period, the Union go-
vernment has said in a res-
ponse to a query under the
Right to Information (RTI)
Act.

According to informa-
tion on the CoWIN portal,
44,22,85,854 persons have
received their first dose,
while 12,59,07,443 have ta-
ken their second as of
Thursday afternoon.

Activist Raman Sharma
had filed a query under the
RTI Act, seeking to know
from the government the
number of persons who
had received the first dose
of a vaccine, either Covish-
ield or Covaxin, but had
not taken the second with-
in the stipulated time
period.

The Health Ministry
urged people to ensure
that the second dose was
taken on time in order to
get the full benefit of
vaccination.

reduce cane dues

paid, leaving arrears of
8,909 crore. Pending pay-
ments from previous years
are also down to 3142 crore.

Protest in Punjab

In Punjab, farm unions will
block rail and road traffic on
Friday, with a dharna on the
Jalandhar highway, demand-
ing that arrears of %200
crore from the last season,
mostly from private mills, be
cleared at once.

By law, cane farmers must
be paid within 15 days of de-
livery. On August 4, the Su-
preme Court issued notices
to 11 cane growing States as
well as industry bodies to
reply to a plea from Maha-
rashtra farmers to set up a
mechanism to ensure timely
payment and attach the as-
sets of mills with accumulat-
ed arrears.

Only 3,996 of
1.08 lakh govt.
flats rented out

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI

Only 3,996 out of the 1.08
lakh vacant government
flats identified when the Af-
fordable Rental Housing
Complex (ARHC) scheme
was announced in May
2020 have been rented out
to beneficiaries so far, ac-
cording to a Housing Minis-
try official.

The scheme was an-
nounced by Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman as
a part of the COVID-19 re-
lief package.
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1 See colour cloth brought back inside (6)

4 Squeezes Spooner’s little pests (4,4)

9 Diego building school’s scientific models (6)

10 Desire passage on air for extended trip (4,4)

12 Staff of parliamentarian ringing a new debtor (8)

13 Security in compound outside limits of society (6)

Never go off the grid.
13331 We are digital now. Come solve online.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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15 A country’s citizen learned A-Z (3,9)

18 Letting go of criminal, turn here saving skin in minor accident

(6-6)

21 Cheap liquor smuggled in barracks (6)

22 One new ship arranged for callers in TV shows (5-3)

24 Perhaps NRIs returning help with special gold article (8)

25 Going West, leaders of China, India and Australia embrace local

language (6)

26 Fine park providing rental space (8)

27 City starting to bring one true liberal (6)

B DOWN

1 Note people following soldier and team leader in military unit (8)

2 Welcome information about fresh products (4,4)

3 Cooking Eid pot casserole in big dishes? (5,10)

5 Upset over Greek god (4)
6 Approved tender? (10,5)

7 Working with a polar opposite? Not possible (6)

8 It's reqularly picked up in meat loafs! (6)

11 Briefly notice suggestion about date and isolate (7)

14 A main dynasty finally in chaos (7)

16 He is not prepared to talk live in bridal party (2-6)

17 From a corner, saw scouts assembling behind empty car (8)
19 Assist little dog going around to get settled (4,2)

20 Mysterious star can enhance shows (6)

23 Managed under independent country (4)
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The Jnana marga

There are many ways to reach God. Saivism shows the paths
of Satputra, Dasa, Saha and Sanmarga as the means to expe-
rience and realise God. Gnanasambandar tread the path of
Satputra, Tirunavukkarasar that of Dasa marga, Sundarar
Saha marga and Manikkavachagar San marga or jnana mar-
ga. Of these, Jnana marga is the most difficult to practise.
Jnana is described as consciousness, knowledge, awareness,
enlightenment and so on. Knowledge is of two types, that
pertaining to the world, which is known as ‘Apara’ jnana;
and that which is higher or ‘Para’ jnana. Para jnana when
purified further with bhakti becomes Parama jnana.

Turaimangalam Sivaprakasar, a staunch devotee of Ma-
nikkavachagar, who has delved deep into the saint’s hymns,
asserts that by following the way of life taught by Manikkava-
chagar, one can easily attain salvation, pointed out Sri Ka Vi-
nayakam in a discourse. From the life and works of Manikka-
vachagar it is clear that Siva alone is the granter of salvation.
He had come as a Guru to Manikkavachagar who was
steeped in worldly concerns when he served as a minister in
the court of the Pandya king. Siva chose to bless him at an
appropriate time. In the normal course of life, the aspirant
goes in search of a guru. Sivaprakasar also had learnt under
more than one guru. But in the case of Manikkavachagar, Si-
va is his guru who comes in search of a worthy disciple.

Manikkavachagar has taught us the secret and mystery in
the path of jnana. One should cultivate a pure mind since
God dwells in such a pure mind and heart. The mind has to
be kept under control and has to be fixed in the Lord at all
times. This is how devotion takes root and gets streng-
thened. Siva, who grants mukti on His own accord, seeks out
His devotee and takes him in His fold.

»
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Several killed in protest against Taliban

On Independence Day, flag-waving demonstrators took to the streets of Afghan cities, including Kabul

ASSOCIATED PRESS
REUTERS
KABUL

Afghan protesters defied the
Taliban for a second day on
Thursday, waving their na-
tional flag in scattered de-
monstrations, and the fight-
ers again  responded
violently as they faced down
growing challenges to their
rule.

A UN official warned of
dire food shortages and ex-
perts said the country was
severely in need of cash
while noting that the Taliban
are unlikely to enjoy the
generous international aid
that the civilian government
they dethroned did.

In light of these challeng-
es, the Taliban have moved
quickly to suppress any dis-
sent, despite their promises
that they have become more
moderate since they last
ruled Afghanistan with dra-
conian laws. Many fear they
will succeed in erasing two
decades of efforts to expand
women’s and human rights,
and remake the country.

On Thursday, a proces-
sion of cars and people near
Kabul’s airport carried long
black, red and green banners
in honour of the Afghan flag
— a banner that is becoming
a symbol of defiance. At
another protest in Nangar-

Show of defiance: Afghans marching with the national flag in Kabul on Thursday. =arp

har province, video posted
online showed a bleeding de-
monstrator with a gunshot
wound. Onlookers tried to
carry him away.

Curfew after protest
In Khost province, Taliban
authorities instituted a 24-
hour curfew on Thursday af-
ter violently breaking up
another protest, according
to information obtained by
journalists monitoring from
abroad. The authorities did
not immediately acknow-
ledge the demonstration or
the curfew.

In Asadabad, capital of
the eastern province of Ku-
nar, several people were

killed during a rally, but it
was not clear if the casualties
resulted from Taliban firing
or from a stampede that it

triggered, witness Mo-
hammed Salim said.
“Hundreds of people

came out on the streets,” Mr.
Salim said. “At first I was
scared and didn’t want to go
but when I saw one of my
neighbours had joined in, I
took out the flag I have at
home. Several people were
killed and injured in the
stampede and firing by the
Taliban.”

The demonstrations —
which come as Afghans mark
the Independence Day holi-
day that commemorates the

1919 treaty that ended British
rule — were a remarkable
show of defiance after Tali-
ban fighters violently dis-
persed a protest on Wednes-
day. At that rally, in the
eastern city of Jalalabad, de-
monstrators lowered the Ta-
liban’s flag and replaces it
with Afghanistan’s tricolour.
At least one person was
killed.

Meanwhile, videos from
the Panjshir Valley north of
Kabul, a stronghold of the
Northern Alliance militias
that allied with the U.S. dur-
ing the 2001 invasion of Af-
ghanistan, appear to show
potential opposition figures
gathering there. It was not

Footballer fell to death
from U.S. plane

KABUL

An Afghan footballer who
played for the national
youth team fell to his death
after trying to cling to a U.S.
plane airlifting people out of
Taliban-controlled Kabul, a
sports federation said on
Thursday. The General
Directorate of Physical
Education and Sports of
Afghanistan confirmed the
death of Zaki Anwari in the
mayhem that erupted at the
airport in the capital this
week. arp

clear how serious a threat
they posed given that Tali-
ban fighters overran nearly
the entire country in a mat-
ter of days with little resis-
tance from Afghan forces.

The Taliban so far have of-
fered no specifics on how
they will lead, other than to
say they will be guided by
Sharia, or Islamic, law. They
are in talks with senior offi-
cials of the previous Afghan
governments.

“A humanitarian crisis of
incredible proportions is un-
folding before our eyes,”
warned Mary Ellen McGroar-
ty, the head of the UN’s
World Food Programme in
Afghanistan.

"Troops may stay beyond August 31 for evacuations

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden said on
Wednesday that he is com-
mitted to keeping U.S. troops
in Afghanistan until every
American is evacuated, even
if that means maintaining a
military presence there
beyond his August 31 dea-
dline for withdrawal.

He also pushed back
against criticism that the U.S.
should have done more to
plan for the evacuation and
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Russia fines Google for
not removing content
MOSscow

A Moscow court on Thursday
again fined Google for failing
to remove banned content. In
recent months, Russia has
been taking legal action
against foreign tech
companies for not deleting
content banned by the
authorities, including
pornographic material and
posts deemed extremist. On
Thursday, the Tagansky
district court slapped Google
with three fines totalling six
million rubles ($80,850) for
the violation.

3 dead in bomb targeting
Shia Muslims in Pakistan
LAHORE

At least three people were
killed and 50 others wounded
when a bomb explosion
ripped through a Shia Muslim
procession in Pakistan's
Punjab province on Thursday,
officials said. Security was on
high alert as the religious
minority marked Ashura
during the holy month of
Muharram, a flashpoint for
sectarian violence in previous
years. "We have confirmation
of three dead and 50 injured,”
said a senior government
official. Social media videos
showed bleeding victims
lying on a road being assisted
by members of the public. are

Israel lifts curbs on blood
donations by gay men
JERUSALEM

Israel has lifted restrictions
on blood donations by gay
men, saying the
long-standing limitation was
discriminatory and
denigrating, Israel's Health
Minister said on Thursday.
Earlier this year, the U.K.
eased restrictions on blood
donations from gay and
bisexual men, following a
similar decision by the U.S.
last year because of a drop in
the blood supply. “There's no
difference between one
blood and the other,” Nitzan
Horowitz said. ap
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withdrawal, which has been
marked by scenes of vio-
lence and chaos as thou-
sands attempted to flee while
the Taliban advanced.

When asked if the admi-
nistration would help Ameri-
cans left in the nation after
August 31, Mr. Biden said, “If
there’s American citizens
left, we’re gonna stay till we
get them all out.”

On Thursday, Mr. Biden
said even with the Taliban in
power in Afghanistan, he

sees a greater threat from
outposts of al-Qaeda and its
affiliated groups in other
countries, and that it was no
longer “rational” to continue
to focus U.S. military power
there.

‘Greater threats’

“We should be focusing on

where the threat is the great-

est,” Mr. Biden said in an in-

terview that aired on ABC’s

“Good Morning America”.
“And the idea we can con-

tinue to spend a trillion dol-
lars, and have tens of thou-
sands of American forces in
Afghanistan, when we have
North Africa and Western
Africa — the idea we can do
that and ignore those loom-
ing problems, growing pro-
blems, is not rational.”

Mr. Biden has said repeat-
edly that America will not
send significantly more forc-
es to fight in Afghanistan.
The U.S. has not had tens of
thousands there for several

Nepal's main Opposition
party CPN-UML officially splits

Madhav Kumar applies for registering new political party

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU

Nepal’s main opposition
CPN-UML, the largest com-
munist party of the country,
has officially split, with one
of its factions, led by dissi-
dent leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal, applying for register-
ing a new political party, af-
ter the government backed a
controversial ordinance to
make it easier for political
parties to split.

Nepal on Wednesday sub-
mitted an application at the
Election Commission (EC),
for registering a new politi-
cal party named CPN-UML
(Socialist).

Earlier on Wednesday, on
the recommendation of the
Council of Ministers, Presi-

dent Bidya Devi Bhandari is-
sued an ordinance to amend
the Political Parties Act 2071,
aimed at easing the proce-
dure for political parties to
split.

The amendment ordi-
nance stipulates that 20% or
more members of the parlia-
mentary party and the cen-
tral committee of a political
party can split their mother
party.

Before the amendment,
provisions of the Political
Party Act required dissi-
dents to have the support of
40% of members in the par-
liamentary party and the
central committee to split
their mother party.

The ordinance intro-
duced by the Sher Bahadur

Deuba government has led
to splits in at least two par-
ties, marking what obser-
vers say an unprecedented
political event, The Kath-
mandu Post reported.

The ordinance was intro-
duced by Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba-led go-
vernment on Tuesday, to
make it easy for the dissi-
dents to split their mother
parties, The Himalayan
Times reported.

The ordinance is likely to
help Madhav Kumar Nepal-
Jhalanath Khanal faction of
the CPN-UML faction that
has been playing a crucial
role in the formation of the
current coalition govern-
ment, and is vital to ensure
its continuity.

years and had 2,500 to
3,000 deployed there when
Biden took office.

Mr. Biden named Syria
and East Africa as places
where the Islamic State
group poses a “significantly
greater threat” than in Af-
ghanistan and said that ISIS
has “metastasised.” He said
while the U.S. doesn’t have a
sizable military presence in a
place like Syria, it does have
an “over the horizon capabil-
ity to take them out.”

China for adoption of cultural
symbols, language in Tibet

‘Efforts needed to ensure Tibetans speak and write Chinese’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING

A top Chinese official said on
Thursday that “all-round ef-
forts” are needed to ensure
Tibetans speak standard
spoken and written Chinese
and share the “cultural sym-
bols and images of the Chi-
nese nation.”

Wang Yang made the re-
marks before a handpicked
audience in front of the Pota-
la Palace in Lhasa, the home
of Tibet’s traditional Budd-
hist leaders, at a ceremony
marking the 70th anniver-
sary of the Chinese invasion
of the vast Himalayan re-
gion.

China’s ruling Communist
Party says it “peacefully lib-
erated” Tibetan peasants
from an oppressive theocra-
cy and restored Chinese rule
over a region under threat
from outside powers.

Critics say such moves to-
ward cultural assimilation
spell the demise of Tibet’s
traditional Buddhist culture
and that Tibet was effective-
ly independent for most of

Wang Yang waving after
arriving in Lhasa on
Wednesday. =ap

its history.

China has highlighted its
efforts to boost the economy
in the region and con-
demned the exiled Dalai La-
ma as a separatist.

Mr. Wang, who is a mem-
ber of the Politburo Standing
Committee — the apex of
party power — and who
oversees policy toward eth-
nic minorities, said “separa-
tist and sabotage activities
committed by the Dalai (La-
ma) group and hostile exter-
nal forces have been
crushed.”

Mr. Wang said Tibetans

had been included in repre-
sentative bodies. The region
hosted close to 160 million
tourists last year, according
to the official Xinhua News
Agency.

“Only by following the
CPC leadership and pursu-
ing the path of socialism,
can Tibet achieve develop-
ment and prosperity,” Mr.
Wang was quoted by Xinhua
as saying.

“Judging by develop-
ments in Tibet over the past
70 years, the Tibetan people
have no cause for jubilation,
as Chinese policies have
turned Tibet itself into an
open-air prison with restric-
tions on all aspects of Tibe-
tan life,” the U.S.-based In-
ternational Campaign for
Tibet said in a statement.

“After 70 years of oppres-
sion, the only thing the Tibe-
tan people need ‘peaceful
liberation’ from today is Chi-
na’s brutality,” the group
said. As China tightens its
hold over Tibet, questions
are arising over the future of
its diaspora community.

Hezbollah says Iranian fuel
tanker to sail to Lebanon soon

Nasrallah warns Israel and U.S. against intercepting it

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIRUT
The leader of the Iran-
backed Hezbollah militant
group said on Thursday that
an Iranian fuel tanker will
sail toward Lebanon “within
hours,” warning Israel and
the U.S. not to intercept it.
The delivery organized by
Lebanon-based Hezbollah,
would be an apparent viola-
tion of U.S. sanctions im-
posed on Tehran after form-

er U.S. President Donald
Trump pulled his country
out of a nuclear deal bet-
ween Iran and world powers
three years ago.

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah
said in a televised speech
that the tanker, carrying die-
sel fuel, will be followed by
others to help ease Leba-
non’s crippling fuel shortage
that has paralysed the coun-
try for weeks.

“Iwould like to say that at

the moment the tanker sails
— within hours — and moves
in the sea, it will be consi-
dered in Lebanese territo-
ry,” he said. He said the West
was imposing an undeclared
siege on Lebanon, causing
the current crisis.

“I tell the Americans and
the Israelis that this is Leba-
nese territory,” Nasrallah
said, without elaborating on
what his group will do if it is
intercepted.

Man surrenders after ‘bomb threat’

On FB live inside truck, he threatened explosions, made anti-government threats
'l BT R

ASSOCIATED PRESS
mINGTON

The man who claimed to
have a bomb in a pickup
truck near the U.S. Capitol
has surrendered to law en-
forcement, ending an hours-
long standoff on Thursday.

The man, identified by
law enforcement officials as
Floyd Ray Roseberry, 49, of
North Carolina, was taken
into custody.

He had pulled up outside
the library earlier in the day
and told police he had a
bomb in his truck. The man
had been negotiating with
police during a standoff that
lasted around five hours.

Officials evacuated a num-
ber of buildings around the
Capitol and sent snipers to
the area after officers saw a
man holding what looked
like a detonator inside the
pickup, which had no license

Security alert: Policemen standing guard near the U.S.
Capitol in Washington on Thursday. =ap

plates. Congress is in recess
this week, but staffers were
seen calmly walking out of
the area at the direction of
authorities.

Earlier, police negotiators
were communicating with
Roseberry as he wrote notes
and showed them to author-
ities from inside the truck,
according to sources, who

‘COVID-19 booster shots make mockery of equity’

WHO says less than 2% of the population of 1.3 billion people in Africa is fully vaccinated

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NAIROBI
Rich countries’ decisions to
roll out COVID-19 booster
shots while so many people
across Africa remain unvac-
cinated “threaten the pro-
mise of a brighter tomor-
row” for the continent, the
Africa director for the World
Health Organization said on
Thursday, warning that “as
some richer countries hoard
vaccines, they make a mock-
ery of vaccine equity.”
Matshidiso Moeti and oth-
er African health officials, in-
cluding the Africa Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, had warned against
booster shots in recent
weeks as less than 2% of the
population on the continent
of 1.3 billion people is fully
vaccinated against COVID-19.
Ms. Moeti noted that the
latest resurgence in cases
across Africa is levelling off

»
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Greater need: A Kenyan man receiving a dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccine in Nairobi, in this file photo. =ap

and more vaccine doses are
finally arriving on the conti-
nent, but “Africa is encoun-
tering headwinds” as rich
countries like the United
States decide to roll out
booster shots.

‘Fragile’ situation

The situation in Africa re-
mains “very fragile” as the
more infectious delta variant

is now dominant in most of
the continent’s 54 countries,
she said. More than 7.3 mil-
lion cases, including more
than 1,86,000 deaths, have
been confirmed across the
continent and health sys-
tems are straining to provide
medical oxygen and other
care.

U.S. health officials on
Wednesday announced

plans to dispense COVID-19
booster shots to all Ameri-
cans amid the surging delta
variant and signs that vac-
cines’ effectiveness s
slipping.

Ms. Moeti told reporters
she couldn’t say with any ac-
curacy whether the doses
the U.S. plans to use for
booster shots will come from

stocks that had been
planned for Africa, but
“hopefully not.”

The State Department did
not immediately respond to
questions.

Ms. Moeti noted the “al-
ready highly inequitable sit-
uation” globally in vaccine
supply and urged that the
emphasis instead be placed
on making progress in vacci-
nating people in Affica,
whose countries lag far be-
hind much of the world in
access and coverage.

Ms. Moeti pointed out that

rich countries have on aver-
age administered more than
103 vaccine doses per 100
people, while in Africa it’s

just six.

Earlier this week the WHO
director-general, Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus, called
it “unconscionable” that
some countries are now of-
fering booster shots “while
so many people remain
unprotected.”

She added, after the reve-
lation this week that some
COVID-19 vaccine doses now
being manufactured in Afri-
ca are being shipped to Eu-
rope, “I think no better ex-
ample can follow this than
vaccines that are actually be-
ing produced on the African
continent.”

She called on those coun-
tries to consider donating
some of the South Africa-
produced vaccines to Afri-
can nations.

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

While police continued
negotiations, video surfaced
of Roseberry on Facebook
Live inside the truck, which
was stuffed with coins and
boxes. He was threatening
explosions, making anti-go-
vernment threats and talking
about what he believes are

the ills of the country, in-
cluding the U.S. position on
Afghanistan, health care and
the military.

He said Democrats need-
ed to step down, then also
said he loved the President,
Democrat Joe Biden. Face-
book removed the videos a
few hours after they were ap-
parently filmed. Roseberry
did not appear to have a
specific demand for law en-
forcement other than to
speak with Mr. Biden.

Roseberry’s ex-wife, Crys-
tal Roseberry, said she had
seen images of the man in
the standoff at the Capitol
and confirmed to The Asso-
ciated Press that it was her
ex-husband.

The nation's capital has
been tense since the January
6 insurrection at the Capitol
by supporters of then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

‘Phizer jab’s effect wanes
faster than AstraZeneca’s

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON
The effectiveness of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine against
COVID-19 declines faster
than that of the AstraZeneca
jab, according to a new study
published on Thursday.
“Two doses of Pfizer-
BioNTech have greater initial
effectiveness against new
COVID-19 infections, but this
declines faster compared
with two doses of Oxford-As-

traZeneca,” researchers at
Oxford University said. The
study, which has not been
peer reviewed, is based on
the results of a survey by Bri-
tain’s Office for National Sta-
tistics on randomly selected
households from December
last year to this month.
Pfizer had “greater initial
effectiveness” but saw “fas-
ter declines in protection
against high viral burden
and symptomatic infection”.
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Telcos knock on Centre’s door for relief |

Firms including Jio seek cut in levies, doubling of tenure for spectrum to ensure sustainable growth

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

The telecom industry has yet
again made a strong pitch to
the government for “funda-
mental financial reforms” to
ensure sustained and orderly
growth of the sector.

The Cellular Operators As-
sociation of India (COAI),
whose members include
Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea
and Reliance Jio, has written
to the Department of Tele-
com seeking a cut in levies, a
doubling of the tenure of all
auctioned spectrum and a
reduction in compliances to
the bare minimum.

The appeal comes in the
backdrop of growing con-
cerns over Vodafone Idea’s
survival in the absence of
policy support. In the letter
dated August 17, which has
also been marked to the Mi-
nistry of Finance, COAI as-

Miles to go: COAI says spectrum-related expenses are only
going torise as 5G auctions are imminent. =FiLE PHOTO

serts that the Indian telecom
sector remains one of the
most heavily taxed.

“The government needs
to recognise that the current
revenue sharing regime of
around 32% of revenue outgo

Jet staff move NCLAT for
a stay on resolution plan

‘Deal excludes salaries, benefits due’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Jet Airways’ cabin crew and
ground staff have chal-
lenged the Jalan Kalrock
consortium’s resolution
plan, which was approved
by the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) in
June, flagging concerns
about pending salaries and
retirement benefits.

In their petition filed be-
fore the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT), the Jet Airways Ca-
bin Crew Association and
Bhartiya Kamgar Sena have
submitted that dues of all
workmen of the airline were
not included as part of the
Corporate Insolvency Reso-
lution Process (CIRP) cost.

In June, NCLT had ap-

IN BRIEF

Honda unveils CB200X
bike for ¥1.45 lakh

NEW DELHI

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI) on
Thursday introduced the
all-new CB200X in India,
priced at ¥1,44,500
(ex-showroom Gurugram).
The motorcycle would be
available in three colours.

Honeywell working on
new drone technology
BENGALURU

Honeywell said it was
developing a new technology
suite for light drones that
would allow them three
times longer flight capacity
with minimum human
intervention. Drones
equipped with Beyond Visual
Line of Sight (BVLOS)
technologies would fly
farther, carry more weight
and stream video of their
progress anywhere in the
world, Honeywell claimed.

0OYO to recruit more than
300 techies in 6 months
BENGALURU

OYO, a travel technology
company, said it would hire
more than 300 technology
professionals, including
software developers,
engineering and product
managers, designers and
data scientists, across
entry-level and
senior-leadership roles over
the next six months. OYO
currently has more than 50
products and 500
microservices.

Amazon adds Bachchan's
voice to Alexa Al tool
BENGALURU

Amazon said Alexa, its virtual
assistant Al technology, will
now feature film star
Amitabh Bachchan's voice.
Customers can choose to add
Mr. Bachchan's interactive
voice to their Alexa
experience on Echo devices
or by pressing the mic icon
on the Amazon shopping app
(Android only) for an
introductory price of ¥149
for one year, Amazon said in
a statement.
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proved the Jalan Kalrock
Consortium’s  resolution
plan for the airline, which
has remained grounded for
more than two years now.

The carrier shuttered op-
erations in April 2019 due to
financial woes. The two
groups of employees have
requested the NCLAT to
“quash and set aside” the
NCLT order.

IPA pitches
for pharma
in RODTEP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Indian Pharmaceutical
Alliance (IPA) has said that
the exclusion of pharma
exports from the RODTEP
scheme will adversely im-
pact the pharma sector’s
competitiveness.

Secretary General Su-
darshan Jain said in a re-
lease that the industry had
presented the data, in sup-
port of inclusion, to the
RODTEP committee for
consideration.

“The exclusion deprives
pharmaceutical exporters
of the level-playing field
vis-a-vis global manufactur-
ers,” he said.

“For sustaining export
competitiveness, RODTEP
benefits should be extend-
ed to the pharmaceutical
sector given the impor-
tance of the sector,” Mr.
Jain added.

as taxes and levies is unsus-
tainable and will always be
detrimental to the growth of
the industry due to peren-
nial lack of surplus cash to
reinvest,” it said.

COAI urged the govern-

ment to “considerably re-
duce” the burden of regula-
tory taxes and levies by
overhauling their structure .

It suggests slashing licence
fee from 3% to 1% of Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR) for all
service providers to cover
administrative and regulato-
ry costs in line with interna-
tional practices; reducing
the present 5% of AGR USOF
(Universal Service Obligation
Fund) contribution for all
providers to 1%; incentivising
service providers with re-
duced USO levies for addi-
tional coverage of villages;
and paring the weighted av-
erage Spectrum  Usage
Charge by 3% for all
providers.

COAI said that the past cy-
cle of spectrum renewal
along with the increased
competition and technology
upgradation had considera-

bly impacted the sector’s fi-
nances. However, the indus-
try was not yet done with
spectrum acquisition, espe-
cially given the upcoming
roll-out of 5G services.

‘Huge financial burden’
“Massive additional financial
burden is yet to be incurred,
therefore the government
should reduce it [on] one
hand by adopting a reasona-
ble reserve price and also
consider major reforms like
increasing the tenure of ex-
isting and future spectrum
holdings and providing a 7-
to 10-year moratorium for
both present and future pay-
ments,” the association said.

COAI also sought a dou-
bling of tenure for all auc-
tioned spectrum, from the
current 20 years to 40 years,
“without seeking any addi-
tional amounts”.

Ind-Ra raises growth forecast
to 94%, flags rising inequality

‘Fast recovery, monsoon, export growth spurred revision’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

India Ratings & Research (Ind-
Ra) on Thursday revised up-
wards its GDP growth forecast
for 2021-22 to 9.4%, consider-
ing the ‘surprisingly faster re-
covery’ after the second wave
of COVID-19, higher exports
and sufficient rainfall.

The ratings agency had ear-
lier expected the economy to
grow 9.1% in a scenario where
vaccination of all adults gets
pushed to March 2022; and
9.6% if the Centre achieved its
target of rendering vaccine
doses by December.

On Thursday, Ind-Ra said
the government was likely to
miss its target, and vaccinat-
ing all adults would spill over

Danfoss eyes 32,000-cr.

main reasons for the revi-
sion. Global markets are

| &

to March, but revised the
growth forecast upwards.

The recovery in June and
July from the after-effects of
the second wave of the pan-
demic had been ‘surprisingly
fast’, said Ind Ra’s principal
economist and director of pu-
blic finance, Sunil Kumar Sin-
ha, calling it as one of the

also ‘doing good’ as the
COVID threat ebbs, lead-
ing to higher exports for
India, while the south-
west monsoon had re-
vived, thus increasing
prospects on the rural
front, he said.

He, however, pointed
out that the high growth
was driven by a low base.

Mr. Sinha also flagged
concerns over rising in-
equality, saying the pan-
demic had pushed a large
number of people back
into poverty. “Whatever
recovery we talk about
now will be a ‘k-shaped’
recovery,” he said.

Ministry floats draft rules for
gencos power sale to third party

‘Move to help reduce fixed costs, retail tariff for consumers’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The Ministry of Power has
proposed to amend rules for
facilitating electricity pro-
ducers to sell power to a
third party, which it said can
pare fixed costs and cut re-
tail tariff for end consumers.
The ministry on Thursday
circulated the draft Electrici-
ty (Late Payment Surcharge)
Amendment Rules, 2021,
seeking comments for the
same. The draft amendment
rules are placed on the web-
site of the Ministry of Power.
The ministry said in a
statement that it proposed
to take one more step to-
wards reducing the burden
of the distribution licensee
(discoms) in order to reduce
the retail tariff for the elec-
tricity consumers.

NK.Singh
elected as IEG
Society chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Fifteenth Finance Commis-
sion chairperson N.K.
Singh has been elected as
the president of the Insti-
tute of Economic Growth
((IEG) Society after former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh stepped down from
the post earlier this month.
In a missive to IEG direc-
tor Ajit Mishra, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, who has been
the president of the IEG
since 1992, said he was
withdrawing from several
active duties in the light of
his advanced age and ‘in-
different health’ and pro-
posed Mr. N.K. Singh’s
name. The IEG Society
elected Mr. Singh as its pre-
sident at a meeting on Au-
gust 16, the institute said.

the power generating com-
panies are being given an
option to sell power to third
parties and recover costs.
To this extent, the fixed
cost burden of the distribu-
tion licensee shall be re-
duced, the ministry stated.
If a distribution licensee
has any payment, including
late payment surcharge, out-

standing after the expiry of
seven months from the due
date as prescribed in the
PPA (power purchase agree-
ment), the generating com-
pany may sell power to any
consumer or any other licen-
see or power exchanges, for
the period of such default,
the ministry said.

The ministry added that
the claim would be retained
on payment of fixed charges
or capacity charges from the
distribution licensee, after
giving a notice of at least 15
days to the distribution li-
censee.

“The claim, if any, shall be
reconciled on an annual ba-
sis and shall be limited to on-
ly underrecovery of the
fixed charges or capacity
charges,” the power minis-
try said in the statement.

Access network provider
may get discrete licence

TRAI move aims at wholesale services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

TRAI on Thursday suggest-
ed that a separate authorisa-
tion be created for access
network provider, to offer
network services on a who-
lesale basis, as the sector
regulator spelt out its views
on unbundling of various
layers through differential
licensing.

The recommendations by
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
aim to create a separate li-
cence authorisation for ac-
cess network provider and
moot a broad framework for
virtual network operators
(VNOs) seeking and entering
into pacts with the network
providers.

The implementation of

these recommendations is
expected to result in in-
creased sharing of network
resources and could also
prove to be catalyst in prolif-
eration of 5G services, TRAI
said in a statement. Under
the new authorisation, the
access network provider
would not be permitted to
directly provide services to
the end customer.

India sales in 2021

Firm to expand distribution network

N. ANAND
CHENNAI

The Indian subsidiary of
Denmark-based  heating,
ventilation and air-condi-
tioning (HVAC) major Dan-
foss is embarking on a two-
pronged strategy to win a
place among the group’s top
five markets by sales in the
next few years, according to
a top official.

“As per the plan, our
team members are working
towards occupying a place
among the top five slots
within the group in terms of
sales by focusing on two key
drivers: expanding the dis-
tribution network and im-
proving indigenisation le-
vels,” Ravichandran
Purushothaman, president,
Danfoss Industries Pvt. Ltd.
told The Hindu.

“This would call for im-
proving the local content to

Piaggio unveils special
edition of Vespa scooter

‘Firm developing above-300 cc bike’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Piaggio India, that makes
Vespa brand of scooters, has
introduced the 75th, a spe-
cial edition of the two-
wheeler to mark 75 years of
the brand’s India presence.

Vespa 75th will be offered
in 125 and 150 cc engine op-
tions and are priced at
31,25,996 and 1,39,090 ex-
showroom Pune respective-
ly. They can be booked
across all dealerships in In-
dia and through its website,
the company said.

“As we are celebrating the
value of independence
through Vespa 75th, we are
also embarking on a journey
in India at a time when India
is celebrating 75 years of In-
dependence,” said Diego
Graffi, CMD, Piaggio India.

Stating that Vespa was a

»

distinct brand in the market
and known for its style state-
ment, he said the company
would continue to offer dif-
ferentiated and technologi-
cally-superior products to
Indian customers.

He said the company was
developing an above-300 cc
motorcycle for the India and
export markets. The compa-
ny was also expanding dea-
lership network.

(f’) The company aims

to find a place in
the group’s top 5 in
terms of topline

90%, from the current 65%,
hiring more people, focus-
ing on distribution network,
developing more India-cen-
tric products and moving in-
to 35 more Indian cities.”

Currently, Danfoss India
is ranked among the top 10
within the group. It is plan-
ning to achieve a topline of
32,000 crore by the end of
2021. Danfoss is bullish on
more than doubling turnov-
er to about 5,000 crore on
account of the strong de-
mand for energy efficiency,
energy storage and electrifi-
cation products.

“We are seeing over 20%
growth due to strong de-
mand for our products and
services,” he added.

HDFC Bank
raises $1 bn via
foreign bonds

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
HDFC Bank on Thursday
said it has raised $1 billion
through overseas bonds.
The dollar denominat-
ed, Basel IlI-compliant AT1
notes were priced at 3.70%
or 42.5 bps (basis points)
lower than the initial price
guidance. This is one of the
tightest pricings achieved
by any bank from Asia with
Ba3 rating, the bank said.
“The bank was able to
successfully price its $1 bil-
lion issuance of Additional
Tier 1 (AT1) notes in the
overseas markets, it said.
“This is the largest U.S.
Dollar AT1 offering by any
bank from India,” it said.
“This will shore up HDFC
Bank’s already strong tier I
capital base.” They will be
listed on The India Interna-
tional Exchange Ltd.
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Neeraj Chopra won India
its first gold medal

in athletics with a majestic
throw of his javelin that
landed a little under 90
metres. When the Indian
National Anthem played
at Tokyo for the first time,
his wasn't the only chest
that swelled up in pride.

INDIA WENT
TO TOKYO
SEEKING GOLD.
HE FOUND IT
FORTHEM AT
87.58 METRES.

He wasn't alone. Across

team and individual events,

the Indian contingent
accumulated 7 medals in total -
our biggest tally in history.

As we draw encouragement
from the historic performance
by our athletes, the future
doesn't just look bright.

It looks golden.

SPORTSTAR

Tokyo2020
Special

Grab your copy at the nearest store or visit www.sportstar.thehindu.com/subscription
To catch all the live updates, visit www.sportstar.thehindu.com
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‘Test cricket means everything to Virat Kohli’

Good to see a global superstar so passionate about the format when it needs it the most, says Pietersen

INDIA IN ENG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

Virat Kohli’s enthusiasm and
intensity on the field shows
Test matches mean everyth-
ing to him, according to
former English cricketer Ke-
vin Pietersen, who feels the
Indian skipper’s passion for
the format bodes well for
red-ball cricket at a time
when it needs “all the love it
can get”.

The 41-year-old feels Kohli
pushes himself to follow in
the footsteps of his heroes
such as Sachin Tendulkar
and Rahul Dravid, who
themselves are legends of
the format.

Huge impetus

“Knowing Virat Kohli the
way that I do, I know the
huge impetus he puts on fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his
heroes. His heroes are Ten-
dulkar, Dravid and other le-
gends of Test match cricket,”
Pietersen wrote in his blog
post for Betway. “Kohli
knows that to be considered

a legend of the game, he
needs to deliver in this for-
mat as well as in T20.

“That’s why he puts so
much importance on this
format, and at a time when
Test cricket needs all the love
it can get, how good is it to
see a global superstar so pas-
sionate about it.”

Under Kohli, India be-
came the No. 1 Test team and
earlier this week, the Indian
team registered a memora-
ble 151-run victory over En-
gland in the second Test at
Lord’s.

“He values his team pro-
ducing in all conditions, and
so to have watched his team
win in Australia and then
have gone one up in England
with a victory at Lord’s will
satisfy him hugely. You can
see by his enthusiasm, inten-
sity and the way he rallies his
troops. Test cricket still
means everything to him and
it’s moments like these that
will define his legacy,” Pieter-
sen wrote.

“It’s very difficult for sub-
continental teams to come to
England and perform, but

they would probably be 2-0
up after two matches if it we-
ren’t for the rain at Trent
Bridge,” Pietersen said.

“The way that Mo-
hammed Siraj bowled on day
five summed it up — intensi-
ty, heart and quality. It’s
amazing for Test cricket that
India — who are the number
one brand in the game — are
so vocal and so passionate
about it. It all bodes well for
the format,” he said.

England in disarray

About Joe Root’s side, Pieter-
sen said, “I would make who-
lesale changes for the third
Test. They cannot be worse
than the line-up that batted
like that on day five at Lord’s,
which was absolutely atro-
cious.

“Dawid Malan, Liam Li-
vingstone and Harry Brook
all need to play in that match
at Headingley.

“Yes, there is risk, because
these guys might nick off
while playing aggressive
shots, but they can’t do any
worse than the current lot.”

Coach Nambiar passes away

He transformed Usha into Asia’s ‘Golden Girl

0O.M. Nambiar.
=FILE PHOTO

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

0.M. Nambiar, the man who
transformed P.T. Usha into
Asia’s Golden Girl, passed
away at Payyoli in Kozhikode
on Thursday evening. He
was 89 and is survived by
wife, three sons and a
daughter.

One of India’s most fa-
mous coaches, Nambiar
spotted Usha at a very young
age in 1976 and soon began
coaching her at the Kannur
Sports Division. Under his
guidance, Usha made a mark
at the Asian level but his best
move was making the sprin-
ter switch to the 400m hur-
dles before the 1984 Los An-
geles Olympics.

And Usha almost came ve-
ry close to winning indepen-
dent India’s first Olympic
medal in track and field,
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Pupil and the master: Usha said it was Nambiar who took her

to great heights as an athlete. =riLe PHOTO

missing it by one-hundredth
of a second. That trans-
formed the sport in the
country and inspired thou-
sands of children to take up
athletics.

The wait for the Olympic
medal ended early this
month with javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra’s gold in To-
kyo. Usha conveyed the
good news to Nambiar when
she met him a few days ago.

Father figure

“He was a father figure for
me. He spotted me as a little
girl and took me to great
heights as an athlete. He was
with me through thick and
thin,” Usha told The Hindu
on Thursday.

“Nambiar sir was my per-
sonal coach and I think I was
probably one of the first ath-
letes to have a personal

Bipasha gets India
another silver medal

Sanju, Bhateri book berths in final

SPORTS BUREAU
UFA (RUSSIA)

Bipasha got India another
silver medal at the World ju-
nior wrestling champion-
ships on Thursday.

The yellow metal proved
beyond her reach as she lost
to Kylie Renee Welker of the
USA in the women’s 76kg fi-
nal. Bipasha was outclassed
by Kylie 10-0 in a minute
and 25 seconds.

Sanju Devi and Bhateri
booked their berths in the fi-
nal of the women’s 62kg and
65kg weight categories
respectively.

Sanju defeated Luisa
Scheel of Germany (5-2), Iva
Geric of Croatia (4-3) and
Birgul Soltanova of Azerbai-
jan (8-5) to set up a title
clash with Russian Alina
Kasabieva.

Bhateri beat Khadija Jlassi
of Tunisia (2-1) and Amina
Capezan of Romania (2-2,
via criteria) to make the final
where she will meet Irina
Ringaci of Moldova.

Simran (50kg) got the bet-
ter of Belarusian Natalia Va-
rakina (7-3), while Sito
(55kg) outsmarted Melda
Dernekci of Turkey (11-0) to
claim bronze medals.

In other bronze medal
matches, Kusum (59kg) lost
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to Azerbaijani Zhala Aliyeva
(3-1), while Arju (68kg) gave
a walkover to Zsuzsanna
Molnar of Belarus.

Saneh (72kg), who lost to
American Kennedy Alexis
Blades (11-0) in the semifi-
nals, will fight for bronze.

Yash (74kg), Pruthviraj
Patil (92kg) and Anirudh Ku-
mar (125kg) beat Stambul
Zhanybek Uulu of Kyrgyz-
stan (12-6), Ivan Kirillov of
Russia (2-1) and Aydin Ah-
madov of Azerbaijan (7-2)
respectively to win bronze
medals on Wednesday.

Outclassed: Bipasha lost to
USA's Welker. =twiTTer
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coach. Those days, having a
personal coach was very
rare. And he was always
proud about wearing the In-
dian colours. I will miss him
very much.”

Usha went on to become
one of Asia’s biggest names.
Between 1983 and 1998, she
won an astonishing 23 me-
dals at the Asian Champion-
ships, including 14 gold and
six silver. She also won five
gold medals and a bronze at
the 1985 Asian meet in Jakar-
ta, a record.

A year later, Usha won
four golds and a silver at the
Seoul Asian Games, another
first for an Indian athlete.

Nambiar, an athlete him-
self during his college and
Air Force days, was ho-
noured with the Padma Shri
Award last year and the Dro-
nacharya Award earlier.

The leading light: Kohli's enthusiasm, intensity and the way he rallies his troops
have come in for praise from Pietersen. =ap

Hurdler Rohan moves into the semifinals

T20 WC: Smith, Warner

and Cummins back
Inglis chosen ahead of Carey, Philippe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MELBOURNE

Steve Smith, David Warner
and Pat Cummins were on
Thursday recalled as Austra-
lia named a full-strength
squad in search of an elusive
ICC T20 World Cup title la-
ter this year. The trio had
opted out of Australia’s li-
mited-overs tour of the West

Indies and Bangladesh
recently.
The 15-man Australia

squad for the showpiece, to
be held in Oman and UAE in
October, is a mixture of
pace, spin and hard-hitters
keeping in mind the slow,
spin-friendly conditions of
the pitches in the UAE.

Wicketkeeping options
In a major development,
Australia has included un-
capped Josh Inglis as a back-
up to wicketkeeper Matthew
Wade. Inglis, who is yet to
make his international de-
but, has been chosen ahead
of Alex Carey and Josh
Philippe.

Australia’s chief selector

Amandeep finishes last in shot put; Tebogo and Clayton clinch 100m titles

STAN RAYAN

fter the opening day's
high, there was a bit of a
low for India at the World
athletics under-20 cham-
pionships in Nairobi on
Thursday with Amandeep
Singh Dhaliwal finishing last
in men's shot put.
Amandeep, whose perso-
nal best 19.15m came in the
under-20 Federation Cup
early this month, could man-
age only 17.08 in his lone le-
gal throw (third) in the final.

Cuban Juan Carley Gomez
took the gold with a best of
19.73m.

Botswana's Letsile Tebogo
(10.19s) and Jamaica's Tina
Clayton (11.09s) emerged the
fastest man and woman
respectively.

Heavy rain upset the day's
schedule and delayed many
events. And two finals —
men's pole vault and wo-
men's discus throw — have
been postponed to Friday.

Meanwhile, Rohan Gau-
tam Kamble took the last

available semifinal berth in
the men's 400m hurdles af-
ter finishing fourth in his
heat (55s).

The other Indian, Har-
deep Kumar, tripped over a
barrier and failed to make
the cut after finishing fifth in
his group in 1:12.80s.

In the 800m, Anu Kumar
(men, 1:50.26s, fourth in
heat) and Pooja (women,
2:10.66s, sixth in heat) nar-
rowly missed the semifinal.

In other finals, Serbia's
Adriana Vilagos, with an un-

der-20 world-leading
61.46m, won the women's ja-
velin title.

Kenya's Benson Kiplangat
(men's 5000m, 13:20.37s)
and Teresiah Gateri (wo-
men's 3000m, 8:57.78s)
made it a delightful double
for the host.

Vanninen wins

Finland's Saga Vanninen,
who led from start to finish,
walked away with the wo-
men's heptathlon title with
5997 points.

Josh Inglis.
= COURTESY CRICKET AUSTRALIA

George Bailey justified In-
glis’ selection, saying the
wicketkeeper-batsman has
been knocking the door for
a while now. “He (Inglis) off-
ers the squad flexibility,

counter-attacking  ability
and power striking.”
The squad: Aaron Finch

(Capt.), Pat Cummins (vice-
capt.), Ashton Agar, Josh Ha-
zlewood, Josh Inglis, Mitchell
Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, Kane
Richardson, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis,
Mitchell Swepson, Matthew
Wade, David Warner and Adam
Zampa.

Afghanistan
ODIs on: PCB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI

The Pakistan Cricket Board
is confident that the politi-
cal upheaval in Afghanis-
tan will not affect its ODI
series.

A source in the PCB said
that they had got positive
signals from their counter-
parts in Afghanistan about
the series.

The Afghanistan Board
will host the three-match
series from September 1 to
5 in Hambantota, Sri
Lanka.

Manika overcomes Sreeja, but goes down to Abraamian

SPORTS BUREAU
BUDAPEST

Elizabet Abraamian’s game
belies her world rankings.

The 18-year-old, the reign-
ing European youth (u-19)
champion, with a ranking of
415, played a wonderfully at-
tacking game throughout to
outplay India’s Manika Batra,
the sixth seed, 12-10, 11-9, 12-
10, 10-8 and move into the fi-
nal of the World Table Ten-
nis Contender Budapest
here on Thursday.

Abraamian will meet the
top seed Xiaoxin Yang of Mo-
naco for the title.

It was not that Manika
played badly. In fact, the In-
dian kept pace with the Rus-

Mixed day: Manika, who did well to get past Sreeja, wilted

under Abraamian's onslaught in the semifinals. sFiLe pPHOTO

sian using her long-pimpled
rubber intelligently and at-
tacked on her forehand with

aplomb. However, at crucial
points in all three games,
Abraamian’s attacking

strokes from both flanks eli-
cited no response from Mani-
ka.

In the first and third
games, Manika was leading
10-9 only to see Abraamian
make a comeback.

Earlier, in the quarterfi-
nals, Manika had to dig deep
to outwit her country-mate
Sreeja Akula 7-11, 11-1, 8-11, 13-
11, 11-6.

Players of similar styles
with pimpled rubber on the
backhand, Manika and Sree-
ja dished out an entertaining
contest of top quality.

India’s G. Sathiyan and
Manika Batra outclassed the
Belarusian pair of Aleksandr
Khanin and Daria Trigolos,

11-6, 11-5, 11-4 to enter the
mixed doubles final — the du-
o’s first ever at a global event.
The results:

Women: Semifinals: Elizabet
Abraamian (Rus) bt Manika Ba-
tra12-10, 11-9, 12-10, 11-8.
Quarterfinals: Manika bt Sreeja
Akula 7-11, 1141, 8-11, 13-11,
11-6.

Mixed doubles (semifinals): G.
Sathiyan & Manika bt Aleksandr
Khanin & Daria Trigolos (BLr)
11-6, 11-5, 11-4; Nandor Ecseki
& Dora Madarasz (Hun) bt Kirill
Skachkov & Olga Vorobeva
(Rus) 11-5,11-9, 11-8.

Men's doubles (semifinals):
Harmeet Desai & Manav Thak-
kar lost to Vladimir Sidorenko &
Kirill Skachkov of Russia 11-9, 6-
11,11-9, 11-6.

It had to be earned everyinchof ~ “This is your moment to shine

the way, says physio Kannan Bose

HOCKEY

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

Kannan Bose savours the
moment. The fragrance of a
hard-earned success swept
through the air. The Indian
hockey team was awash in a
feeling of euphoria. This is
why we play sport.

A sense of being a part of
history was unmistakable.
After the Indian team was
presented with the bronze
medal at the Tokyo Games,
the support staff, including
physio Kannan Bose, got on-
to the podium with the team
for a photo session.

“The world looked diffe-
rent from there. Success nev-
er tasted sweeter, and it had
to be earned every inch of
the way,” said Bose in an ex-
clusive conversation with
The Hindu on Thursday.

The 40-year-old Bose be-
gan his career in cricket — he
worked in teams owned by
Kalpathi Group and India Ce-
ments, continually served at
the NCA and was the physio
of the Tamil Nadu Ranji team
in 2018.

Pivotal moment

He joined the Indian hockey
team as its chief physio in
Sept. 2020. It proved a pivo-

Kannan Bose.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tal moment in his career.

Travelling right into the
heart of the Olympics, Bose
said, “It was hot and humid
in Tokyo. Considering the
weather, the effort and the
level of alertness shown by
Sreejesh, who was wearing
the goal-keeper’s heavy at-
tire, was phenomenal.”

The Indian physio re-
vealed, “We had devised a
strategy, based on the op-
pressive weather, to have a
substitution every two mi-
nutes. And before every
quarter we would have a

chart ready. It was so
organised.”
He called Mandeep Singh,

Sumit Valmiki, Harmanpreet
and Sreejesh super fit and
added getting Birender Lak-
ra, nursing a calf injury, rea-
dy for the Games was his

most challenging task.

Bose said, “Hockey is an
explosive  short-duration
game played over four ses-
sions. There is so much run-
ning up and down, particu-
larly by the forwards and the
midfielders, that it can make
extreme demands on the
body.”

Bose said, “Every member
of the Indian hockey team
had a YoYo score of 22, way
ahead of cricket, and as ma-
ny as 10 players had reached
23.8 which is the maximum
that can be scored in YoYo.”

Talking about the Olympic
campaign, Bose said, “Even
when we lost to Australia, we
were not overly disappoint-
ed because we knew it was a
day when everything went
right for Australia.”

He elaborated, “This team
is mentally very tough which
adds to its physical strength.
It can come back from adver-
sity.” Bose noted, “England
is a team that plays very fast
and comes extremely hard at
you in the last session. We
weathered the storm in the
quarterfinals. And we
showed belief against Ger-
many in the bronze medal
play-oft.”

Now Bose is part of a glit-
tering page in Indian hockey.
No wonder he is smiling.

India is really making great progress, says Coe

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

He has been watching some
of the major developments
in Indian sport, including
cricket’s Indian Premier
League, over the years and
Sebastian Coe is excited that
the country is now excelling
in athletics too.

For India, its massive pop-
ulation offers immense po-
tential for athletics to get big-
ger and more popular.

“I love watching you guys
perform and this is a coun-
try that is really making
great progress,” said Coe,
the president of World Ath-
letics and a middle-distance
legend, after meeting the In-
dian 4x400m mixed relay
that won the bronze at the
under-20 Worlds in Nairobi.

“You had a great triumph
in Tokyo (Olympics), so this
is your moment to shine on
the stage,” Coe said to the
quartet.

Working magic
Javelin thrower Neeraj Cho-
pra’s stunning Olympic gold
has already begun to work
its magic on the Indian ath-
letes and made them bolder.
“Before Neeraj’s show, we
used to think that Indians
can’t do well (at the world le-
vel) but now we are confi-
dent of showing that we are
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The spark: Neeraj's Tokyo show inspired the 4x400m mixed
relay quartet to a podium finish in Nairobi. =twiTTer/sAIMEDIA

a lot better than many other
countries,” said Bharath
Sridhar, the mixed team’s
lead-leg runner from Villup-
uram in Tamil Nadu. Sridhar
bounced back from a liga-
ment injury on his left ankle
to help the country produce
a memorable performance.

Bengaluru’s Priya H. Mo-
han, the country’s fastest
quartermiler this year, felt
Neeraj’s gold had inspired
the athletes.

“When Neeraj won, we al-
so thought we have to follow
in his steps and win many
more medals so that athlet-
ics becomes a main sport in
India,” said Priya, who has
also entered the individual
400m final apart from spar-
kling in the bronze-medal
show.

According to AFI presi-

»

dent Adille Sumariwalla, the
last few weeks have shown
the emergence of a new In-
dia. “What we are seeing
now is a new, confident In-
dia and Neeraj has done the
trick,” said Sumariwalla.

“The (under-20 mixed re-
lay team’s) 3:20.60s is nearly
as fast as the seniors’ 3:19.93
in Tokyo. This goes to show
the depth of our junior pro-
gramme, inter-district pro-
gramme, and that our ju-
niors are capable of
competing with the seniors.
It’s just a matter of time be-
fore we get more and more
medals,” he said.

“Our job as a federation is
to create bench-strength so
that any point we can substi-
tute runners. If someone
gets injured, we can seam-
lessly replace them.”
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TV PICKS

Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 12 a.m. (Saturday)

Seventh time's the
charm for Zverev
CINCINNATI

Olympic champion Alexander
Zverev struck gold at the ATP
Cincinnati Masters on
Wednesday with his first
victory at the US Open
tune-up event in seven
attempts —a 7-6(3), 6-2 win
over South African Lloyd
Harris. The German has been
deep in a rut from his first
appearance in 2015 at the
Midwest US venue, exiting in
the first round every time. arp

Halep withdraws from
Cincinnati Masters

CINCINNATI

Simona Halep withdrew from
her second-round match at
the WTA Cincinnati Masters
on Wednesday due to a right
thigh injury she suffered. The
fifth seed from Romania was
to have faced American
Jessica Pegula but pulled out
after hurting herself in the
previous round against
Poland's Magda Linette. arp

Zimbabwe to host 2022
Women's WC qualifiers
DUBAI

Zimbabwe will host the
women's World Cup qualifier
between November 21 to
December 5, the ICC
announced on Thursday. The
10-team tournament decides
three qualifiers for next
year's women's World Cup to
be held in New Zealand from
March 4 to April 3. They will
join five sides who have
already qualified through the
ICC Women's Championship —
Australia, England, India,
South Africa and hosts New
Zealand. pmi

It’s quite challenging but I trust myself and my work ethic, says defender Jhingan

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Trusted for his leadership
qualities by his new club
HNK Sibenik, Indian centre-
back Sandesh Jhingan feels
he will be “tested to the li-
mit” while enhancing his
game outside his comfort
zone at Croatian league Prva
HNL.

Jhingan will become the
first India international foot-
baller to play in the Croatian
top-tier league after com-
pleting a move from ATK
Mohun Bagan to HNK
Sibenik.

“This will enhance my
game. This is where I would
be tested to my limit. Chal-
lenges wise, if I can put in
the work, if I stay disciplined
enough then I can see if I can

get into the starting XI.

“It’s quite challenging but
I trust myself and my work
ethic, it’s always on me
whether I will play or not,”
Jhingan said during a virtual
interaction on Thursday.

The top central defender
added, “It has been my per-
sonal desire to play in Eu-
rope and I have taken up this
challenge upon myself.”

Named India’s footballer
of the year last month, the
28-year-old is already in
Croatia and watched Sun-
day’s home win against
Hrvatski Dragovoljac in the
country of the 2018 World
Cup finalists.

He thanked his previous
club ATK Mohun Bagan for
backing him when he was
down with an injury, even as
some gave up on the player.

“The move from ATK MB

Sania loses early in
doubles with Jabuer

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
CINCINNATI

Sania Mirza and Ons Jabeur
of Tunisia lost 7-5, 6-2 to Ve-
ronika Kudermetova and
Elena Rybakina in the dou-
bles first round of the

$2,114,989 WTA tennis
here.
In the $115,000 event in

Chicago, Ankita Raina and
Ekaterina Gorgodze of Ge-
orgia knocked out the se-
cond seeds Renata Vorac-
cova and Julia Wachaczyk
6-2, 2-6, [10-8] in the dou-
bles pre-quarterfinals.

The results:

$2,114,989 WTA, Cincinnati:
Doubles: First round: Veronika
Kudermetova (Rus) & Elena
Rybakina (Kaz) bt Ons Jabeur
(Tun) & Sania Mirza 7-5, 6-2.
$115,000 WTA, Chicago: Dou-
bles: Pre-quarterfinals: Eka-

terina Gorgodze (Geo) & An-
kita Raina bt Renata Voracova
(Cze) & Julia Wachaczyk (Ger)
6-2, 2-6, [10-8].

$25,000 ITF men, Ueberlin-
gen, Germany: Doubles: Pre-
quarterfinals: Eduard Esteve
Lobato & Oriol Roca Batalla
(Esp) bt Thibaut Gadilhe (Fra)
& Tarun Anirudh Chilakalapu-
di 6-4, 6-2.

$25,000 ITF women, Ourense,
Spain: First round: Yvonne Ca-
valle-Reimers (Esp) bt Rutuja
Bhosale 6-3, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Monas-
tir: First round: Chiraz Bechri
(Tun) bt Ashmitha Easwara-
murthi 6-2, 6-0; Ramu Ueda
(Jpn) bt Humera Baharmus
6-0, 6-3; Saki Imamura (Jpn)
bt Bhuvana Kalva 3-1
(retired).

$15,000 ITF women, Erwitte,
Germany: Doubles: Quarterfi-
nals: Lisa-Marie Rioux (Jpn) &
Saumya Vig w/o Oana Gavrila
(Rou) & Elizabeth Halbauer
(US).

to Sibilik was difficult be-
cause I have a lot of respect
for their (ATK Mohun Bagan)
management and owners.”
The Croatian club is
owned by a Colombian com-
pany and its director Eduar-
do Zapata is delighted to
have Jhingan on board, from
a footballing point of view as
well as its aim to promote
multi-culturalism.

Thrilled owner

“We are thrilled about San-
desh coming here. I am Co-
lombian owner in Croatian
football.

“We are very open to eve-
rything as we aim to become
a big international club. This
is a great step in that
direction.

“I don’t care if he is from
India or Argentina. Sandesh
is a good player.”

Three-year
Olympic cycle
will be tricky:
Bindra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

India's first individual
Olympic gold medallist
Abhinav Bindra on Thurs-
day said the road to the
2024 Paris Games will be
difficult and "tricky" given
the shorter three-year cy-
cle.

He also lauded the
country's performance at
the recently-concluded
Tokyo Olympics.

“The next Olympics will
be tricky, primarily be-
cause of the shorter cycle.
Normally athletes get a
year post Olympics that al-
lows them to rest and re-
cover, but this time they
need to get back pretty
quickly,” he said at a webi-
nar organised by ELMS
Sports Foundation.

l will be tested to the limit in Croatia’

Forging ahead: Sandesh Jhingan says that it has been his
personal desire to play in Europe. =twiTTer

Vidit returns to
Champions Tour

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Vidit Gujrathi will return to
the Champions Chess Tour
following an invitation to fi-
gure in the $100,000 Aim-
chess US Rapid online chess
beginning on August 28.
Vidit last played in the
Goldmoney Asian Rapid,
which ended on July 4, and
finished ninth to narrowly

miss a place in the
quarterfinals.
With the World No. 1 Mag-

nus Carlsen leading the pack
of 16 players, the event will
be the last one of the season
before the eight-man final
next month.

Carlsen leads the Tour
standings, closely followed
by Wesley So.

The players: Magnus Carlsen

Vidit Gujrathi. =riLe PHOTO

(Nor), Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra), Leinier Dominquez
(USA). Jan-Krzysztof Duda
(Pol). Wesley So (USA), Levon
Aronian (Arm), Vladislav Arte-
miev (Rus), Shakhriyar Mame-
dyarov (Aze). Anish Giri (Ned),
Le Quang Liem (Vie). Alireza
Firouzja (Fra). Daniel Norditsky
(USA), Vidit Gujrathi. Eric Han-
sen (Can), Jorden van Foreest
(Ned) and Awonder Liang
(USA).

A rare guide for prospective achievers

Sreekar has put together an invaluable book Behind a Sports Champion

GENERAL

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI
It is a unique venture, a book
that will provide compre-
hensive guidance to the pa-
rents of aspiring champions.
An engineer by profes-
sion, but an all-round sport-
sman, Sreekar Mothukuri,
who has played badminton,
cricket, tennis and table ten-
nis at different levels in India
and abroad, has interviewed
sports stars, their parents,
coaches, psychologists, nu-
tritionists, doctors and fit-
ness experts in putting to-
gether an invaluable book,
Behind a Sports Champion,
which is ready for global
launch this month.

First coaches

“Parents are the first coach-
es of the child. If parents do
not show commitment, the

Sreekar Mothukuri.

child will not show interest,”
says P.V. Ramana, father of
World Champion and double
Olympic medallist PV.
Sindhu.

“He started playing table
tennis at the age of five. In ju-
niors, he never achieved
anything. If we had stopped
my son in the 10th grade as
he was not getting results,
we would have missed one
Padma Shri,” says Srinivas

Rao, father of table tennis
star Sharath Kamal.

Sreekar wanted to be a
cricketer, but could not pur-
sue his goal despite being
motivated and committed,
owing to “lack of knowledge
and guidance”.

That is the prime reason
for the emergence of the
book, a guide to the parents
with live examples and
insights.

“Parents should focus on
their child’s education and
nutrition. They should not
interfere in the child’s
sports. The more they inter-
fere, the more it will affect
their child’s performance,”
says Dinesh Lad, coach of
Rohit Sharma and Shardul
Thakur.

Renowned chess coach
R.B. Ramesh suggests that
“parents should not spend
beyond their means” as it
would backfire if the child

does not meet their expecta-
tions with results.

“Children can start fitness
training after 12, but only if
they enjoy it,” says Shankar
Basu, former strength and
conditioning coach of the In-
dian cricket team.

Treasure trove

With more than 50 inter-
views, the book spanning
350-odd pages is a treasure
trove of lively experiences of
many brilliant careers.

The author warns that
there is no ready-made for-
mula for success but points
out that, “the chances of suc-
cess increase if you follow
the right steps suggested by
the experts”. Sreekar beauti-
fully sums up by saying that
the idea was to help parents
and the young champions,
“navigate the rocky road of
youth sports, enjoy sports
and be the best they can be”.
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2 (PrashantVihar)  (Wazirpur)  (Pitampura) (GT Karnal Road) (GT Karnal Road) (Budh Vihar) (Azadpur)  (Narela) (Pitampura)  (Peeragarhi) (Badli) (Okhla Ph-1) (Kotla) (Safdarjung) (Mathura Road) (NehruPlace) (LajpatNagar) (Malviya Nagar) (Mahipalpur) =g (Daryaganj) (Karol Bagh) (C.P)
=2 9711507777 9999003888 9999159577 9873477733 8929268182 8448296614 47088888 9999003888 9582263509 9999003888 9999324333 9999003888 8826892666 26712222 9560036262 9999563333 9582797810 9971500011 8745887458 S 9999399157 8929268145 9582797749
§ Competent Magic Auto Competent Rana Motors  D.D. Motors Magic Auto T.R. Sawhney Competent Magic Auto AAA Vehicleades E Magic Auto Fairdeal Fair Deal Cars ~ Competent BaggalLink  T.R.Sawhney  Fairdeal Cars Rohan Vipul Vipul
E (Dwarka) (Palam Dabri Road)  (Shivaji Marg)  (Janakpuri) (Mayapuri)  (Sec-20, Dwarka) (Rajouri Garden) (Najafgarh) (Dwarka Sec-13) (Mundka) = (PreetVihar)  (Bhajanpura) (Shahdara) (Gazipur) (Patparganj) (Gokulpur) % (Sec-10) (Sec-1) (Sec-18) (Sec-63)
£ 9582797879 8929400501 9582797748 9999577776 9999003888 8929268146 9873781333 9582797763 8929268144 9650445555 8929400502 7290009372 8448296614 8377007977 9818199370 9999399150 = 9999700944 9873501288 8800091555 0120-4824000
3".F_.|< Rohan § Pasco Competent Rana Motors Pasco Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul E Fairdeal Cars Vipul TCS Autoworld Auto Nation Vipul Rohan % Platinum Motocorp Motocorp Plati Motocorp
ﬁ% (Udyog Vihar) & (Sec-18) (Subhash Chowk) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29) (Silverton Sec-50)  (Sec-12)  (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (Udyog Vihar) S (Piyali Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Neelam Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Ballabgarh) (Palwal) = (Mahindergarh) (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar)
5= 9811800980 3 4012000 9582797739 4260000 7835003300 9582797711 8750487504 4845400 8750987509 4395700 % 9582139824 9999994707 0129-4252525 9899596002 0129-4208400 8930202062 = 9053088402 9953345312 9205192634
Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp E Motorcraft Rohan Motorcraft T.R. Sawhney Regent Auto Rohan = Pasco Pasco Pasco = § SKUniverse
(Pataudi) (Narnaul) (Bilaspur) § (Modi Nagar) (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) (Mohan Nagar) (Meerut Road) (Hapur) X (Punhana) (Alipur) (Tauru) % £ Automobile
9953345311 9053088437 9953345313 5 8057692222 9650100045 9650972222 9582263544 7065191234  0122-2313204 <> 8683000929 8683000956 8683000929 o= ; 8445710000
*Terms and Conditions apply. Terms & Conditions are subject to change without any prior notice. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers only. *Total Savings include Cash Discount (on select models and Variants), exchange bonus (on select models and variants), ISL offer (for select Govt. and corporate employees on select models
and variants). Saving shown above are applicable on S Presso Petrol (all variants), WagonR Petrol (all variants) & Alto Petrol (all variants except STD). Smart Finance is available in select cities only. Financing is at the sole discretion of the participating financier. Offers may vary across variants. For more details contact your nearest ARENA
dealership. Offers/ Savings shown above may change without prior notice. Features and accessories shown may not be part of the standard fitment. Black Glass shade on the car is due to lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers can discontinue without prior notice. All offers are for limited time and valid till stock lasts.
All offers are valid till 31st August 2021. Subscription is applicable (on select models and variants). Subscription applicable for Delhi, Gurgaon, Manesar, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Noida & Greater Noida only.
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