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Sugarcane farmers end
stir after hike in SAP
CHANDIGARH

Sugarcane farmers in Punjab
on Tuesday withdrew their
protest in response to Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh's
announcement of a ¥35 per
quintal hike in the State
Agreed Price for the cane
crushing season 2021-22,
taking the SAP to ¥360 per
quintal. The matter was
resolved during a meeting of
farmer leaders with the CM.

'77 Muzaffarnagar riot
cases withdrawn'

NEW DELHI

Seventy-seven cases relating
to the Muzaffarnagar
communal riots were
withdrawn by the Uttar
Pradesh government without
assigning any reasons, a
report alerted the Supreme
Court. Senior advocate Vijay
Hansaria said the information
is part of a letter sent to him
by the Uttar Pradesh State
counsel on August 20.

NEWS » PAGE 8

Muslim family thrashed
by residents in Ajmer
JAIPUR

Barely 24 hours after the
attack on a Muslim bangle
seller by a frenzied mob in
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore city,
a family of destitute Muslims,
seeking alms, was brutally
thrashed by some persons in
aresidential colony in
Rajasthan's Ajmer city and
told to "go to Pakistan".
NORTH & WEST » PAGE 5
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‘Union Minister arrested in

Maharashtra for remark on CM

Rane gets bail in case filed for saying he would have slapped Uddhav Thackeray

SONAM SAIGAL
SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
MUMBAI/ PUNE

Union Minister Narayan
Rane was on Tuesday arrest-
ed and taken into custody by
the police at Sangameshwar
in Ratnagiri district of Maha-
rashtra for his statement on
Monday that he would have
slapped State Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray for for-
getting the year India got
freedom during his Indepen-
dence Day speech.

Late in the evening, a
court in Mahad granted him
bail. Mr. Rane was produced
in the court by the police a
little after 9 p.m.

Reports say the court con-
sidered his health condition
and age. BJP leader Pravin
Darekar and Prasad Lad,
MLC, told a news agency that

Quick trigger: BJP and Shiv Sena workers facing off at the
party office of the former in Thane on Tuesday. =e1i

he had left for Mumbai.
Earlier, the Bombay High
Court denied him relief. A
Ratnagiri court too rejected
his petition for anticipatory
bail. His lawyer, Aniket Ni-
kam, will approach the court
on Wednesday, seeking to
quash the first information

reports against the former
Chief Minister.

Soon after Mr. Rane spoke
at the “Jan Ashirvad Yatra” of
the BJP in Raigad district,
clashes broke out in the
State.

He is charged with Section
153 (wantonly giving provo-

‘We cannot be
suppressed

BJP national president J.P.
Nadda has termed Narayan
Rane’s arrest “a violation of
constitutional values”. “We
will neither be scared nor
suppressed by such action,”
he tweeted. Party
spokesperson Sambit Patra
called it “murder of
democracy”. » PAGE 8

cation with intent to cause
riot, if rioting be committed,
if not committed) and 505
(statements conducing to
public mischief) of the IPC.
Shiv Sena supporters prot-
ested in various places.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

The faithful receiving the Guru Granth Sahib flown in from Afghanistan by the IAF to New Delhi on Tuesday. As many as
75 Afghan Sikhs and Hindus, who had taken refuge in a Kabul gurdwara, were on the flight. =v.v. krRISHNAN (PAGE 9)
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Graveyard silence in J&K is
not normalcy: Gupkar alliance

‘Present govt.
takes pride in
humiliating us’

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The People’s Alliance for the
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
on Tuesday reiterated its de-
mand for the restoration of
the pre-August 5, 2019 spe-
cial constitutional position
of Jammu and Kashmir, and
warned the Union govern-
ment against mistaking “the
current graveyard’s silence
in J&K as normalcy”.

It demanded an “end to
humiliating people that, oth-
erwise, has dangerous con-
sequences”.

“To India’s civil society

National Conference chief Faroog Abdullah, CPI(M)'s M.Y.
Tarigami and other Gupkar leaders in Srinagar. =nissaR AHMAD

and political parties, we
want to convey that we too
want to live a life of dignity.
However, the current go-
vernment takes pride in in-
flicting humiliation on us.
It’s unacceptable to the peo-
ple of Kashmir, Jammu and
Ladakh,” Gupkar alliance
spokesman M.Y. Tarigami

said, after a meeting of the
alliance at the residence of
National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah.

Former Chief Minister
and Peoples Democratic Par-
ty chief Mehbooba Mufti
participated.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Amarinder Ministry reels
under Congress feud again

Ministers, MLAS siding with CM or Sidhu slug it out

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Congress high com-
mand’s efforts to resolve is-
sues in the party’s Punjab
unit have failed to yield the
desired results as the crisis
deepened on Tuesday, after
factions supporting Chief
Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh (retd) and Punjab Pra-
desh Congress Committee
chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
spoke out against each oth-
er.

Four Ministers and over
20 MLAs openly came out
against Capt. Amarinder’s
leadership. And, taking ex-
ception to the “anti-nation-
al” and “pro-Pakistan” com-
ments of two of Mr. Sidhu’s
aides, Malwinder Mali and
Pyare Lal Garg, a group of

Congress Ministers and
MLAs called for strong legal
action against them.

Raising the pitch against
Capt. Amarinder at a meet-
ing held here, four Minis-
ters, including Sukhjinder
Randhawa, Tript Rajinder
Bajwa, Sukhbinder Sarkaria
and Charanjit Channi, apart
from close to two dozen
MLAs, expressed lack of
faith in the leadership of the
Chief Minister in fulfilling
the party’s 2017 Assembly
election promises.

‘Issues not resolved’

“We have lost faith in his
[the CM’s] leadership. There
are certain issues for which
we have been fighting for a
while now. It’s all about
those issues, which are not
settled, be it the Bargari sa-
crilege, curbing the drugs
and transport mafias, etc. All
these issues relate to the pre-
vious Akali Dal government,
which have not yet been ad-
dressed. We earlier apprised
the Central leadership of
these issues, after which an
18-point programme was re-
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Short-lived peace: Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
and Capt. Amarinder Singh at a meeting in July. =p1i

Baghel to continue
as Chhattisgarh CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI
Bhupesh Baghel will
continue as the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh for
now, but he should
treat his colleagues in
the government with
respect. This message
was conveyed to Mr.
Baghel after former
Congress president
Rahul Gandhi met him and
the State’s Health Minister,
T.S. Singh Deo, to resolve
their growing differences
over the leadership issue.
Mr. Deo had earlier
claimed that Mr. Baghel was
sworn in as the Chief

leased to resolve them. But
the Chief Minister is only at-
tempting to kill time and do-
ing nothing on the ground.
Each passing day is critical
as we are inching towards
the Assembly election,” Mr.
Channi told The Hindu.
Within hours, however,
seven of the 20-odd leaders
purported to have been par-
ty to the demand for the re-
moval of Capt. Amarinder,
categorically disassociated
themselves from any such
move. Denying being part of

Minister on the condition
that he will abide by a
power sharing formula
agreed upon at a meeting
between him, Mr. Baghel
and Mr. Gandhi.
Under the
arrangement, Mr.
Baghel was to vacate
J the Chief Minister’s
post in favour of Mr.
Deo on June 17 this
year on completing a
tenure of 2.5 years. Mr.
Baghel maintains that no
such arrangement was
agreed upon.

TREAT COLLEAGUES WITH
RESPECT, SAYS RAHUL » PAGE 8

what they termed “a conspi-
racy hatched by a section en-
gaged in trying to drive a
wedge within the party”,
these seven leaders reposed
their full faith in the CM’s
leadership.

The seven leaders are Kul-
deep Vaid, Dalvir Singh Gol-
die, Santokh Singh Bhalai-
pur, Angad Singh, Raja
Warring and Gurkirat Singh
Kotli, MLAs, and Ajit Singh
Mofar, former MLA.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

‘Economic criterion not sole basis for creamy layer”

Social advancement, higher employment in govt. services, etc., play role in deciding quota eligibility: SC

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day held that economic cri-
terion should not be the sole
basis to identify sections of
backward communities as
'creamy layer'.

Social advancement,
higher employment in go-
vernment services, etc.,
played an equal role in de-
ciding whether a person be-
longed to the creamy layer
and could be denied quota
benefits, it said.

“The basis of exclusion of
‘creamy layer’ cannot be
merely economic,” a Bench
of Justices L. Nageswara Rao
and Aniruddha Bose ob-
served in their judgment,
while referring to the Su-

preme Court’s Indra Sawh-
ney verdict of 1992, which
declared that ‘creamy layer’
in a backward community
should be excluded from re-
servation so that the more
deserving were able to come
up.

The court had illustrated
that ‘creamy layer’ would in-
clude “persons from back-
ward classes who occupied
posts in higher services like
IAS, IPS and All India Servic-
es had reached a higher level
of social advancement and
economic status, and there-
fore, were not entitled to be
treated as backward”.

Two notifications
The court was hearing a peti-
tion challenging two notifi-

TN. launches 100 cr. urban employment scheme

Like MGNREGS, it
offers a livelihood
for urban poor

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
will implement an urban em-
ployment scheme on the
lines of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) at a cost of T100
crore to improve the liveli-
hood of urban poor, Minister
for Municipal Administra-
tion, Urban and Water Sup-
ply K.N. Nehru said in the As-
sembly on Tuesday.

“In the current year, it will

CM
K

be implemented in two
zones in the Greater Chennai
Corporation, one zone each
in other Municipal Corpora-
tions, one municipality each
in under the seven Regional
Directorate of Municipal Ad-
ministration and one town
panchayat each in 37 dis-
tricts,” the Minister said
while replying to the debate
on demands for grants for
his department.

Mr. Nehru said, unlike
other States, the urban pop-
ulation in Tamil Nadu was
growing fast and it would
reach 60% of the total popu-
lation by 2036. A total of four
crore people are now living
in urban areas, accounting

»

The rising urban population
made the State frame the
new job scheme. =m.MOORTHY

for 53% of the total
population.

Mr. Nehru added that as
announced in the State bud-
get, the government would
implement the Kalaignar Ur-

ban Development Scheme at

a cost of 1,000 crore. “In-
frastructure including com-
munity hall, markets, mod-
ern libraries will be created
in municipalities and town
panchayats,” he said.

Pilot scheme
Government sources told
The Hindu that this was a pi-
lot scheme and the govern-
ment would soon come out
with guidelines for providing
wages under the scheme.
The objective of the pro-
gramme was to provide em-
ployment to urban poor,
who had lost their jobs be-
cause of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as recommended by
the committee headed by

former RBI Governor C
Rangarajan.

“Thousands of jobs were
lost and the government dis-
cussed ways to create jobs
for them. Under the scheme,
workers will be used for ac-
tivities such as desilting of
water bodies and mainte-
nance of public parks and
other places,” a senior offi-
cial said. Asked if the scheme
would be implemented per-
manently, he said, “no deci-
sion has been taken so far”.

The State government had
submitted a memorandum
to the Centre seeking funds
for an urban employment
scheme but was yet to get a
response.

The court referred to the
Indra Sawhney verdict of
1992 for the observation.

cations issued on August 17,
2016 and August 28, 2018 by
the Haryana government
sub-classifying  backward
classes solely on economic
basis while fixing the criteria

for creamy layer.

The notifications, issued
under the Haryana Back-
ward Classes (Reservation in
Services and Admission in
Educational Institutions) Act
of 2016, said backward com-
munity members who earn
above 6 lakh annually
would be treated as 'creamy
layer'.

The Supreme Court held
that the Haryana’s notifica-
tions have violated the law
declared in the Indra Sawh-
ney judgment by identifying
creamy layer only on the ba-
sis of income.

Fresh guidelines

“In spite of Section 5(2) of
the 2016 Act making it man-
datory for identification and

exclusion of ‘creamy layer’
to be on the basis of social,
economic and other rele-
vant factors, the State of Ha-
ryana has sought to deter-
mine ‘creamy layer’ from
backward classes solely on
the basis of economic crite-
rion and has committed a
grave error in doing so,” the
court held, quashing both
the notifications.

The Supreme Court di-
rected the State to issue
fresh notifications in three
months.

It did not, however, dis-
turb admissions to educa-
tional institutions and ap-
pointments to State
government services made
on the basis of the two notifi-
cations.

Educate 5 children for 3 months:
bail condition for liquor smuggler

Parents must certify this was done, rules Bihar court judge

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA
A namesake of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar was
granted bail by a local court
on Tuesday, after nine
months of imprisonment un-
der the State’s prohibition
law, on condition that he
would enable free education
for five underprivileged chil-
dren of his village for three
months, which the parents
would certify.

Additional District Session
Judge (First) Avinash Kumar

at Jhanjharpur in Madhubani
district of north Bihar grant-
ed bail to the accused, Nitish
Kumar, who was arrested in
November 2020 under the
2016 State prohibition law.

‘Adhere to the law’

The court also asked the ac-
cused to adhere to the law in
the future. The FIR against
Kumar was lodged at the
Madhepur police station by
the village chowkidar
(watchman), Jaldhari Pas-
wan. The complainant said

»

he had received information
that some liquor smugglers
had reached the vicinity of a
temple in Pachahi village in
an SUV and a motorbike.
“When I reached there and
tried to stop the smugglers,
they fled the spot after firing
in the air,” he said.

Kumar, a resident of the
Bhargama-Bheja village, was
riding the motorcycle loaded
with illicit liquor, Mr. Paswan
said in the police complaint.
Kumar was later arrested
and sent to jail.
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Traders wait with bated breath for Nizamuddin centre to reopen

Police hand over
keys to Maulana
Saad Kandhalvi's
mother

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI
A day after the Delhi High
Court ordered the police to
hand over the keys of Niza-
muddin Markaz residential
area to Maulana Saad Kand-
halvi’s mother, the premises
remained locked from the
outside. The police handed
over the keys late on Tuesday.
Maulana Saad’s family re-
fused to speak to the media
because of the “negative por-
trayal” when the Markaz was
told to close last year after a
case was registered in con-
nection with a Tablighi Ja-
maat congregation held in
violation of COVID-19 rules.

Already hit by lockdown
At the religious centre, a few
people who were inside re-
fused to open the door or res-
pond to repeated calls.
Locals, however, said they
cannot wait for the Markaz to
reopen because their busi-
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nesses have been heavily im-
pacted and the COVID-19 in-
duced lockdown made
matters worse.

Zulfigar Alam, 52, who has
an ittar stall outside the Mar-
kaz, said he used to sell bis-
cuits and other edibles.

As there was no sale of the
products after the Markaz
shutdown, he switched to
selling perfume. “I used to

The caretaker inside the centre locks the door from the inside; traders outside the religious centre in Delhi on Tuesday. =saNDEEP saxENA

make 34003500 a day but
now I barely make ¥200. I will
switch back to selling biscuits
as soon as the Markaz reo-
pens,” he said, adding that
scores of people who used to
visit the Markaz were his cus-
tomers. “This place ensured
income for over 3,500 peo-
ple. Now, not even 350 are
making money.”

Sarfaraz, 24, who sells ap-
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Government of Jharkhand
Department of School Education and Literacy

(Jharkhand Education Project Council, Ranchi)
JSCA Stadium Road, Sector- III, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004

Phone: 0651-2444501, E-Mail: jepcranchil @gmail.com

e-Procurement Notice-2" Call

.gov.in.

PR 251933 Jharkhand Education Project Council(21-22).D

IN THE COURT OF THE CITY CIVIL
JUDGE (COMMERCIAL COURT)
(CCH-88) AT BANGALORE
COM. Ex. No. 2039/2019

BETWEEN:
Official Liqudator of
M/s. International Leasing Limited
(in liquidation) Attached to High Court
of Karnataka, Corporate Bhavana,
No0.26-27, 12th Floor, Raheja Towers,
M.G.Road, Bangalore - 560 001.
Decree Holder
AND
G.B. Doraiswamy Other ...
C/Notice to Jdr 1to 3 by Paper Publication
Under Order V Rule 20 of CPC
1. G.B. Doraiswamy,
No.158, Sent House, High Road,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600 004.
2. Hemanth Agarwal, No.A-47,
Friends Colony, East New Delhi.
3. Sri Bhagavathi Prasad
Jhunjunwala, S/o
N.M. Juhunjunwala, No. 50,
Weston Street, R.N0.403, Calcutta.
Judgement Debtor
PAPER PUBLICATION
Whereas, the above named Decree Holder
has filed the above Execution petition for
recovery of Rupees, 10,26,38,604.00 as
per the order dated 03.04.2012 made in
Company Application No.271/2007, in
Company Petition No.16/1994, against
the Judgment Debtors, they are hereby
summoned/Noticed to appear before this
Hon'ble court either in person or through
the pleader on 16.09.2021, at 11 A.M.
CITY CIVIL COURT (COMMERCIAL
COURT) AT BANGALORE. CCH-88)
defend the above case failing which the
matter will be disposed of ex-party.
Given under my hand and the seal of this
courtthis the 18th day of August, 2021.

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
CITY CIVIL COURT, BANGALORE.

Advocate for Decree Holder:

N. Murali, Advocate,

No.24, 1st Main, Seshadripuram,
Bangalore - 20. 9448834909

Ref. No.:NIT No: JEPC/CIV/634/2021/1403

JEPC invites Separate Technical & Financial Bids through e-procurement
method from eligible and interested contractors for Construction of "Development of
School of Excellence of RK Rama Sahu School Garhwa located in Garhwa District of
Palamau Division of Jharkhand". Interested and eligible bidders are requested to
submit their proposal latest by 2:00 PM at 07.09.2021.

The details of tender documents can be seen and applied through website
https://jharkhandtendenders.gov.in only. Tender notification & Tender document can
also be seen (read only purpose) from departmental website https://jepc.jharkhand

(Dr Shailesh Kumar Chourasia)

Jharkhand Education Project Council

Ranchi, Date : 23.08.2021

Sd/-

State Project Director

No.SE/NRC/TB/NIT/12/2021-22/08
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Superintending Engineer, PWD, Nagaon & Hojai
Road Circle, Nagaon on behalf of the Governor of As-
sam invites bid from Assam PWD registered contrac-
tors for 1(One) no. of work for Sankar Sangha annual
Adhibeshan held at Morigaon on February 2019 under
Morigaon LAC in Morigaon District amounting to Rs.
439.10949 Lakhs(approx.). Details may be seen at
website http://assamtenders.gov.in and also at the of-
fice of the undersigned during office hours.

sd/-

Superintending Engineer, PWD
Nagaon & Hojal Road Circle, Nagaon

Janasanyog No. CF/ 1057/21

ik o

parel on a wooden cart, said
he is barely able to make ends
meet. “Markaz khule.. Ja-
maatein aaye jaaye... pehle
jaisa mahaul ho... Usi ka in-
tezar hai [The Markaz should
open. People should start
coming in. I am waiting for a
day when it’s just like be-
fore],” he said.

On the blame that the Ta-
blighi Jamaat received at the

HC asks DFS
to conduct
drill at
Nehru Place

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday ordered the Delhi
Fire Service to conduct a
mock drill at Nehru Place —
where a fire incident took
place recently — on a work-
ing day and identify the
shortcomings.

An Bench of Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Navin
Chawla said the recom-
mendations and sugges-
tions made by the Delhi
Fire Service will be consi-
dered by a committee,
which was set up to keep a
watch on any issue emerg-
ing in relation to Nehru
Place.

“We have to ensure that
the building is safe from all
sides and the fire brigade
has access to enter from all
sides,” the Bench said, ad-
ding that the bylanes
should also be cleared.

The court’s direction
came while hearing a pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL)
initiated by it after taking
note of an incident of fire
in a building at Nehru
Place, District Commercial
Centre.

Govt.,, CAG told to respond to
plea for audit of DJB accounts

J

time of the incident, Mr. Sar-
faraz said they did what they
were told. “They stayed
where they were as the public
services messages at the time
were saying”.

Rizwan, a 33-year-old sell-
er of Islamic books, has been
running a shop for over 10
years after taking over from
his father and grandfather
who ran it for 50 years.

He said the money he used
to make is nowhere close to
what he is earning now. “I
used to open at 7 a.m. and get
done by 10 a.m. I used to
make a good amount. Now, I
sit all day, but can’t make the
same money,” he said, adding
that as soon as the Markaz re-
opens, the congregation epi-
sode will have no bearing and
people will flock back.

Due to last year’s incident
as well as COVID-19, the
crowds at Nizamuddin Auliya
Dargah has also fallen.

Mohammed Ashiq, 18, who
works at a tea stall in the area
said that he is also waiting for
the Markaz to reopen because
he is “not used to the empty
streets”.

The High Court had taken
the police to task on Monday,

Iused to make
3400-3500 a day but
now I barely make
3200. I will switch
back to selling
biscuits as soon as
the Markaz reopens.
This place ensured
income for over
3,500 people. Now,
not even 350 are
making money

ZULFIQAR ALAM
Trader in the area

C

stating: “What is Section 60
[of Evidence Act on oral evi-
dence], Section 310 [Code of
Criminal Procedure on local
inspection]? What sections
have you registered? Preserv-
ing a site does not mean you
lock it. Take photos and move
from the site. What was reco-
vered? Case was only that pe-
ople were residing there.”

Justice Yogesh Khanna had
also directed the police to
hand over the keys of the resi-
dential area within two days.

The court additionally clar-
ified that the occupants can-
not enter any non-residential
portion of the property till
further orders.

Atghans continue stir outside UNHCR office

They refuse to budge from Vasant Kunj site, may go on hunger strike if demands not met

JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]

NEW DELHI

People from Afghanistan on
Tuesday continued their
protest outside the Vasant
Kunj office of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) for
the second day.

The protest slogans and
cries for help got louder as
they refused to budge from
near the venue. They are al-
so considering a hunger
strike in case the UNHCR
does not recognise those
seeking refugee statuses,
provide them with resettle-
ment options and ensure
their security.

Visas expiring, no jobs
The protesters said they
have no option but to stay
put outside the UNHCR of-
fice as returning to Afghanis-
tan is not an option now.
With no job opportunities
and their visas expiring
soon, the protesters are a
worried lot.

Sauraya, a single mother
who came to India 10 years
ago, said she earned a living
in Delhi working as a transla-
tor. Currently, she is left
without a job and is worried
about how she will get
through the next few

HC to hear matter again on October 4

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Tues-

months as there is no help
from back home as well.

“My refugee card provid-
ed by the UNHCR expires
next month. I am unsure of
what I am going to do. There
are no job opportunities
here and the chances of go-
ing to another country at
this moment look slim. I am
worried for my child’s edu-
cation and future,” Ms. Sau-
raya said.

Ahmar Zia Ghani, the
head of the Afghan Solidari-
ty Committee, said the prot-
esters are asking the UNHCR
to let them in to process

Afghan refugees protest outside the UNHCR office in Delhi on Tuesday. =saNDEEP sAXENA

their refugee status or pro-
vide them with documenta-
tion to travel to another
country.

Seeking protection

“We want UNHCR to protect
us. Even if you receive a re-
fugee card, you cannot find
employment here. You have
to apply for a long term Visa,
which is not easy. We want a
refugee status for all Afgha-
nis, a support letter from
UNHCR that we can take to
the Embassy of other coun-
tries here who are willing to
welcome us,” Mr. Ghani

@ ‘T%I"-\.\__i .

said. Another protester Zeh-
ra, who also worked as a
translator in Delhi, said her
family in Afghanistan have
exhausted all sources of in-
come as businesses have
been shut under the Taliban
regime.

“If the Taliban gets to
know that their daughter is
in India, they will attack my
family and destroy my
house. There is no employ-
ment at home and there is
no employment here as
well. We don't know how to
get on with our lives,” Ms.
Zehra said.

Plea in HC seeks mechanism to
check age in liquor shops, bars

Delhi govt. says petition is an attempt to stall policy

prescribed under the law. The

petition said in response to quer-
ies posted under the RTThas re-

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1.The Executive Engineer HPPWD Jubbal Distt Shimla H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the
under mentioned work from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with

day asked the Delhi government
and Delhi Jal Board to respond to
a plea seeking direction to the
Comptroller and Auditor Gener-
al (CAG) to audit the accounts of
DJB whose financial audit has al-
legedly not been carried out for
the last six years.

An HC Bench also issued not-
ice to CAG on the petition by Del-
hi BJP leader Harish Khurana
and posted it for further hearing
on October 4.

Mr. Khurana, in his plea,
sought direction to DJB to main-
tain proper accounts and other
relevant records and prepare an
annual statement of the profit
and loss with proper balance
sheets from 2015 onwards as

vealed that the copy of balance
sheet for the year 2015-16 and
onward is under preparation.

Senior  Advocate  Sanjoy
Ghose, appearing for DJB, con-
tended that the plea has been
filed by an office-bearer of the
rival party with political motives
and submitted that the auditing
was going on.

“It is mandatory to maintain
financial accounts and conduct
an annual audit of the accounts,
in order to ascertain effective
functioning of the state and local
bodies. Maintaining financial ac-
counts and conducting an an-
nual audit of the accounts, help
to secure accountability...,”the
plea said.

HPPWD Department.
Sr. | Name of Work Estimated | EMD Cost | Time | Eligible
No. Cost of class of
Tender contractor
1. | Construction of Multipupose | Rs. Rs. Rs. 24 Class A
Hall (Auditorium) for Govt 59766611/ | 11953000/~ | 5000/~ | Month
Degree College
Saraswatinagar (Hatkoti) Tehsil Jubbal Distt. Shimla H.P.(SH:-Construction of civil work,
WS & SI, rainnwater harvesting tank, septic tank, soak pit and site development etc.).

of cost.
Key Dates:

Tender document and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the
portal https://hptenders.gov.in by the firm/individual registered on the website which is free

1.| Date of Online Publication

02.09.2021 11:00 HRS

2.| Document Download Start and End Date

02.09.2021 1130 HRS upto
14.09.2021 1730 HRS

3.| Bid Submission Start and End Date

02.09.2021 1130 HRS upto
14.09.2021 1800 HRS

of Tender Document

4.| Physical Submission of EMD and Cost

15-9-2021 1100 Hrs

5.| Date of Technical Bid Opening,

15.09.2021 1130 HRS

Opening of Financial Bid

6.| Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by

Date to be announced

HP/3552/21-22

Executive Engineer
HPPWD Division Jubbal, Distt Shimla H.P
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

»

G.B. PANT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
/*\/ HIMALAYAN ENVIRONMENT (NIHE)
KOSI-KATARMAL, ALMORA - 263 643, UTTARAKHAND

TENDER NOTICE No.- GBPNIHE/2021-22/06

Please refer to Institute Tender notice No GBPNIHE/2021-
22/06 publishedin"The Hindu" (Delhi edition) dated 29.05.2021
from bidders who proposes to buy Institute old vehicle 32 Seater
Swaraj Mazda Bus no UK-01-7669(2008 Model). The last date
of receiving of Tender for vehicle is hereby extended up to
03.09.2021 at 03:00 p.m.The documents shall be submitted
online at website https://moefcc.euniwizarde.com.

The full details of equipment and documents are available in
the Institute Website http://gbpihed.gov.in

Office Superintendent
Email: store@gbpihed.nic.in

The High Court on Wed-
nesday issued notice to
the Delhi government on
a petition seeking to put
in place a robust mechan-
ism for mandatory check-
ing of age at liquor shops,
bars and restaurants serv-
ing alcohol with govern-
ment identity cards.

An HC Bench posted
the case for further hear-
ing on September 17.

The plea filed by Com-
munity Against Drunken
Driving, through activist
Prince  Singhal, also
sought direction to the
Delhi government to res-
train it from giving effect
to the recent amendment
made in the Excise Rules,
which permit the door-
step delivery of liquor, un-
til a robust age verification
mechanism is put in place.

Mr. Singhal further
urged the court to res-
train the Delhi govern-
ment from giving effect to
another amendment in
the excise policy, which
reduced the drinking age
from 25 to 21 until a ro-
bust age verification me-
chanism is instituted.

Mr. Singhal said that he
filed the current petition
as the Delhi government
has failed to take action

Tools such as
portable age
verifier and a bio
metrix age check
can be placed at
points of sale to
check buyers
below the age of
30 years

PLEA IN HC

C

on the previous petition
filed by him in 2017 where
the court had directed the
government to form a pol-
icy on age checking at al-
cohol points of sale.
“Since the Delhi go-
vernment introduced the
new excise policy and lib-
eralized the alcohol poli-
cy bringing down the le-
gal drinking age and
increasing alcohol availa-
bility making the alcohol
policy almost at par with
countries in the west, it
has become even more
pertinent to strictly moni-
tor the age of consumer as

»

is done in the western na-
tions,” Mr. Singhal said.

The petition has urged
that only government-is-
sued documents such as
Aadhaar card, Election I-
card and a valid passport
for foreign nationals
should be used to verify
age at points of sale.

“Tools such as porta-
ble age verifier and a bio
metrix age check can be
placed at points of sale
to check buyers below
the age of 30 years,” the
plea said.

Senior advocates Abh-
ishek Manu Singhvi and
Rahul Mehra, represent-
ing the Delhi government,
contended that this plea
was an attempt to stall the
policy under one pretext
or the other.

Underage drinking

Mr. Singhal said that un-
derage drinking has been
consistently rising at 28%
annually and one in every
five people in AIIMS de-
addiction centre are be-
low 21 years.

The petition said was
filed to address the se-
rious need for a legislative
enactment to combat ex-
cessive underage drink-
ing, which often results in
unruly and careless beha-
vior by young people.
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DELHI
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 25

RISE 05:56 SET 18:51
\_ RISE 20:51 SET 08:24
THURSDAY, AUG. 26

RISE  05:57
\_ RISE 21:21
FRIDAY, AUG. 27

RISE  05:57
\_ RISE 21:51

SET 18:50
SET 09:20

SET 18:48
SET 10:14

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 27
Safdarjang 35 27
Palam 34 28

Delhi Palam Today

36°C Dry and warm weather
likely with few clouds. Surface
winds would be moderate
gusting more at a time.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
37°C Light to moderate
surface winds would continue
over area. Mainly sunny sky
and hot afternoon likely.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

Youth shot in Dwarka;
accused on the run

NEW DELHI

An 18-year-old youth was
shot in a restaurant in
Dwarkaon Monday evening,
the police said. DCP
(Dwarka) S.K. Meena said the
victim has been identified as
Aman alias Gulam Sabir, a
resident of JJ Colony in
Bawana. The accused fled
the spot. The police said a
case has been registered and
a probe is under way.

Going faceless: Transport Dept.
‘moves to tackle old complaints -

It is transforming its 13 Motor Licencing Offices into facilitation centres

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

The Transport Department
has begun working on trans-
forming its 13 existing Motor
Licencing Offices (MLOs) in-
to centres meant exclusively
to facilitate and assist citi-
zens who cannot avail of its
online services.

As part of its bid to go
“completely faceless” as
soon as possible, the depart-
ment has zeroed-in on what
it views as the sole hurdle in
this direction by focussing
on detection and resolution
of “legacy complaints” via
inter-MLO interface.

The system, which a se-
nior government official said
is being put in place under
the direct supervision of
Transport Secretary and
Commissioner Ashish Kun-
dra, will allow citizens with
pending service requests to
lodge complaints, be tracked
from scratch and resolved as
soon as possible. Mr. Kundra
is said to be visiting each
MLO for the purpose.

“Complaints can be re-
garding a service request
pending due to the pandem-
ic and especially those which
do not completely fall under

MOwe SING OFFiCER
ANSPORT DEPARTMENT, GQ%EHCER
1P ESTATE, NEW DELH

-
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As part of the inauguration of ‘faceless services' on August 11,

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal had 'locked' a transport office

in IP Estate.

any specific category for
quick resolution,” Mr. Kun-
dra said, confirming the de-
velopment.

“The interface will attach
a particular complaint with
the application number of
the pending request which
will then be tracked, pro-
cessed and delivered by the
MLO concerned. Citizens
can lodge such grievances
through 1076, the transport
department website or via
our Whatsapp chatbot,” Mr.
Kundra added.

A significant majority of

= FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

services offered by the de-
partment can now be ac-
cessed online with only two
services requiring physical
presence at an MLO: giving a
driving test and checking fit-
ness of a vehicle.

10,000 learners’ licences
Sources said as many as
10,000 learners’ licences
have been issued to citizens
who applied for it from the
comfort of their homes since
the launch of the initiative by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on August 11.

A, v 1

Workefs inspect ﬂoating-rafters full of plants that are said taﬁlter dirty water. Th.e rafters have been installed by the AAP
government to clean Sanjay Van lake in Delhi, on Tuesday. =arp
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Delhi will soon get freedom
from waterlogging: Kejriwal

CM says work on drainage master plan is being expedited

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Tuesday reviewed the
progress of the Delhi Drain-
age Master Plan following
which he stated that the Cap-
ital would soon “get freedom
from waterlogging” as work
related to the policy was be-
ing expedited. He added that
necessary changes suggested
by IT-Delhi will be imple-
mented to bolster the city’s
drainage system and that it
will be further enhanced to
deal with heavy rainfall.
According to the govern-
ment, Mr. Kejriwal instructed
officers to implement solu-
tions on the ground level in
order to make the drainage
system foolproof. He also di-
rected them to take up specif-
ic projects to implement so-
lutions for fixing slopes of
drains, connecting storm
drains to larger drainage sys-
tem and similar problems,
adding that consultants will
be roped in to plan and pre-
sent project reports for all
drainage lines to expedite im-
plementation of the projects.
“The drainage system will
be further bolstered and
made foolproof. Officers
should conduct studies and
find solutions for each and

Arickshaw puller struggles
on a flooded road under the
Shalimar Bagh railway bridge
after a heavy spell of rain in
Delhi. =FiLE PHOTO

every storm drain and sewer
system. Every gap in the
drainage system of Delhi has
to be plugged,” the CM said.
“If there is a fault in the
slope of a drain, it needs to
be fixed. If any drain is a dead
end, it needs to be corrected.
A proper plan should be
chalked out for connecting
smaller drains with the large
drainage lines,” he added.

Heavy rainfall
According to the govern-
ment, officials have been in-
structed to implement
changes keeping in mind
heavy rainfall, so that any in-
stances of waterlogging can
be dealt with.

A majority of the estimat-
ed 2,846 drains in Delhi, with

a combined length of about
3,692 km, fall under the juris-
diction of the Public Works
Department (PWD). The ob-
jectives of the drainage plan
include formulation of a poli-
cy for the city for about 30-35
years compatible with the
Master Plan of Delhi-2021 for
improvement of its drainage
within a fixed time frame.

A technical expert com-
mittee has been working to
decide design parameters
and technical inputs such as
rainfall intensity, return pe-
riod, run-off coefficient, re-
tention period for the drain-
age plan, while experts from
IIT-Delhi have been roped in
to analyse the drainage sys-
tems and suggest solutions.

To enhance the drainage
system, studies were also
conducted using digital mo-
delling of the physical drain-
age systems of the city.

The recommendations for
the plan include ensuring no
encroachments, sewage, so-
lid or construction waste is
allowed into storm drains; ef-
fectiveness of desilting of
drains with public display of
desilting schedules; rejuve-
nation of water bodies; and
flood monitoring using sen-
sors to improve flood man-
agement.

Currently, the Delhi go-
vernment’s Faceless Services
programme includes 33 ma-
jor transport-related servic-
es, which account for 95% of
the total services which citi-
zens can avail: driving li-
cence and related services,
vehicle registration and re-
lated services and permit re-
lated services.

The remaining smaller
services will soon be added
to the faceless basket in the
coming months, according
to the government. Physical
interaction will be limited to
the driving skill test conduct-
ed at 13 fully Automated
Driving Test Tracks and fit-
ness tests of vehicles.

Pre-pandemic, the go-
vernment stated, approxi-
mately 30 lakh services were
being provided to citizens
online annually.

As of August this year, ac-
cording to the government,
Delhi was the first State in
the country to go ‘faceless’
replete with e-sign and Aad-
haar-based authentication,
and the first State to provide
e-learners’ licence test
through Artificial Intelli-
gence-based facial recogni-
tion or feature mapping.

AAP campaign
against graft,
garbage in
civic bodies’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party Delhi
convenor Gopal Rai on
Tuesday said the party will
launch a month-long ‘Aap-
ka Vidhayak Aapke Dwar’
programme from Septem-
ber 1 to make the BJP-go-
verned civic bodies “free of
garbage and corruption”.

He said the municipal
corporations are corrupt
and the party will hold
2,500 meetings as part of
the campaign to discuss
with people how to make
Delhi free of corruption
and garbage.

“The first phase of this
campaign will run from
September 1-30 and 2,500
meetings will be conduct-
ed. AAP MLAs will visit
areas in various Vidhan
Sabha Assemblies to dis-
cuss problems with locals,”
said Mr. Rai.

Delhi Congress calls
SMOE tower a gimmick

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Congress on Tues-
day alleged that the Aam
Aadmi Party government
was resorting to a “gim-
mick” instead of dealing
with the problem of air pol-
lution in the city by install-
ing a smog tower, which was
inaugurated by Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal at Con-
naught Place on Monday.
Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar said Mr. Kejriwal

should take strong steps
such as improving public
transport to improve air
quality instead of installing
a “white elephant”, the ef-
fectiveness of which is “un-
known, even to those who
erected the structure”.

“The main reason for pol-
lution levels crossing danger
marks is the large number of
private vehicles on roads in
the absence of a robust pu-
blic transport system,” Mr.
Kumar said.

‘Why no FIR filed against
Anurag Thakur, Mishra?

Riots accused poses question in court

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Jamia Millia Islamia alumni
association president Shifa-
Ur-Rehman, who was arrest-
ed under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act in
connection with the Delhi
riots, asked a court on Tues-
day why no FIR was lodged
against Union Minister Anu-
rag Thakur, BJP leader Kapil
Mishra, and others for alleg-
edly instigating the riots.
During a bail hearing, Mr.
Shifa’s lawyer, Abhishek
Singh, showed Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh Ra-

wat a complaint filed by him
on January 30, 2020, seek-
ing registration of FIR
against Mr. Thakur, Mr. Mis-
hra, BJP leader Parvesh
Sharma, and Jamia shooter
Ram Bhakt Gopal for alleg-
edly “instigating riots”.

‘Incendiary slogan’
According to the complaint,
Mr. Shifa mentioned that
Mr. Mishra took out a rally in
which slogans to shoot peo-
ple were raised, following
which Mr. Thakur, on Janu-
ary 28, 2020, also raised a si-
milar incendiary slogan.

All positive samples of COV

to go for genome sequencing

This will help us identify new variants, say govt. officials

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

In a first of its kind move in
the city, the Delhi govern-
ment has asked districts to
send all positive samples of
COVID-19 for genome se-
quencing, said officials.

On August 18, The Hindu
had reported that there was
a 93% fall in the number of
samples for which COVID-19
genome sequencing was
done in June, compared to
April. The current decision
was taken by the govern-
ment on the same day.

“All districts have been
told to send all positive CO-
VID-19 samples for genome
sequencing. Right now, our
daily new cases are in single
digits and we have started
sending all such samples di-
rectly to the lab assigned to
us,” a district official said.

The districts have been
asked to send the samples to
the National Centre for Dis-
ease Control (NCDC), Lok
Nayak Hospital, and Insti-
tute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences, the official said.

“Right now, a new wave is
possible only with a new var-
iant and this will help us
identify the new variants,”
the official added.

DELTA DOMINATES

COVID-19 positive samples sent to NCDC
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The development was
confirmed by a second offi-
cial who said they received
the communication on Au-
gust 18 and started sending
samples from last week.

“Since the cases are less
now, this is a good move and
will help us discover new
variants early and help to
fight the virus,” said Jugal
Kishore, head of Communi-
ty Medicine Department at
Safdarjung Hospital. He ad-
ded that before the second
wave, the government took a
lot of time to figure out the
Delta variant and that contri-
buted to the chaos.

Like other viruses, CO-

88.6
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Il Alpha variant %
(first found in the U.K.)

SOURCE: DELHI GOVT DATA

VID-19 is constantly chang-
ing and genetic variations
occur over time, which can
lead to new variants.
Scientists use a process
called genomic sequencing
to decode the genes and
learn more about the virus.
Genomic sequencing al-
lows scientists to identify a
virus and monitor how it
changes over time into new
variants, understand how
these changes affect the cha-
racteristics of the virus, and
use this information to bet-
ter understand how it might
impact health, according to
the Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, USA.

Streak continues, no deaths for 5th day

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The city on Tuesday report-
ed no new COVID-19 deaths
for the fifth consecutive day.
The toll remains at 25,079,
as per a bulletin released by
the Delhi government.

Also, 39 new cases were
reported over 24 hours, tak-
ing the tally to 14,37,485.

The test positivity rate
was 0.06% and there are 411
active cases in the city.

The COVID-19 vaccine
stock will last for one day, as
per another government
bulletin. A total of 1,43,258
vaccine doses were adminis-
tered on Monday.
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Minister Satyendar Jain said
medical infrastructure is be-
ing ramped up and 37,000

*TILL 8 P.M. ON AUGUST 24 | SOURCE: COWIN.GOV,IN\

VID-19 patients, are being set +
up to tackle the anticipated
third wave of the pandemic

Earlier in the day, Health beds, dedicated for CO- in the national capital.
® ] 4
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POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM

(PGP) IN PUBLIC POLICY

In association with KPMG India

* 11 Months * Online + Classroom Learning

* 150 Hours of Training by KPMG
* Mentoring by Policy Experts
* Scholarships to Students and Public

APPLY NOW

https://admissions.mitwpu.edu.in/pgp-public-policy/

Servants
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Tablet, Display Monitor's and TV's, Multimedia
furniture for the Government Departments.

ELECTRONICS CORPORATION OF
TAMILNADU LIMITED
692, Anna Salai, Nandanam, Chennai - 35

TENDER NOTICE
ELCOT invites Rate Contract bids for Supply, installation and commissioning of Desktop
Computers, All in One, Mini PC, UPS Systems & Batteries, Printers, Networking components,

[y
Ly

il sebu iyt 1T

Projector, Data Card & Voice SIM and Computer

Tender No.

[ ELCOT/Proc/OT/33447/RC Tender-Group A/2021-22

Bid Submission Start Date

16.09.2021 @ 11.00 AM

Due Date & Time for submission of Tenders

24.09.2021 @ 4.00 PM

Tender Opening Date & Time

24.09.2021 @ 4.15 PM

Pre bid meeting & e-Portal Training

02.09.2021 @ 11.00 AM

Earnest Money Deposit

Rs.10,00,000/-

Tender Fee

Rs.10,000/- plus 18% GST

For further details visit our websites:
www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Govt. of Jharkhand

DIPR/2510/TENDER/2021
“Camgmer SL5SI HSESTD oL ECSTD sTgmer Ufihs sfsSrn usm 1GuTD.”

https://tntenders.gov.in, www.elcot.in &
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Office of the Executive Engineer
Soil Investigation Division, Advance Planning,

Road Construction Department, Ranchi.
Nirupan Bhawan, 3" Floor, Room No. 413, Doranda,Ranchi-834002

e-Procurement Notice

e-Tender Ref No: RCD/SID/RAN/12/21-22

Email- eercdapsid-jhr@nic.in

Dated- 17-08-2021

1 Name Of Work

Consultancy services for preparation of detailed project report
(DPR) of ROB/RUB (approach road
with bridge) at railway track of CH-11+900 (Hazaribag—
Shivpur/Bandag railway line) and CH-
14+110 (Hazaribag— Barkakana railway line) of Rewali NH- 100

(Ring road CH-10.850) to Massipirhi NH-33 (Ring road CH -
16.432) for Hazaribag town in the state of Jharkhand from
empanelled Consultants vide letter No. 686 (S) Dated 29.01.2019
2 Total No. of Bridges (ROB/RUB) 02 (Two)
3 Period of Completion of Work 90 Days
4 Date/Time of Publication of Tender on 24.08.2021 at 17:00 PM
Website
5 Last Date/Time of Bid Submission 14.09.2021 upto 11:30 AM
6 Last Date/Time o?t;il:;&nﬁ)ssmn of Tender Fee 14.09.2021 up to 11:30 AM
7 Date and Time of Bid opening 15.09.2021 at 12:30 PM
8 Tender Inviting Authority Executive Engineer,S.1.D, A.P.,RCD, Ranchi,

Chief Engineer(Communication),Road Construction

9 Bid Submission Address Department, 1" Floor, Engineer Hostel No.2; Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
10 Mode of Bid Submission e-tendering(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
1 Address of Tender Inviting Authority Nirupan Bhawan,3rd Floor,Room No. 4l3,Doranda,Rar}ch1—834002

Ph. 0651-2490406, Email:- eercdapsidjhr@nic.in

PR 251997 Road(21-22).D

Note:- Details of locations of Bridge, its Span arrangement and Alignment can be seen in Tender documents.
For further information please go through the website-tendering http:// jharkhandtenders .gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Soil Investigation Division,
Advance Planning, R.C.D, Ranchi,
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Sugarcane farmers in Punjab end
stir after hike in SAP announced

State Agreed Price increased to ¥360 per quintal, says Amarinder Singh
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SITUATION VACANT

CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE

Ida Scudder Road, Vellore-4, TN.
Post 1: SENIOR MANAGER (Internal Audit)

Qualification: CA/CMAwith 15 years' of post qualification in
auditing of which atleast 5 years at senior level.

e Should have financial leadership experience, competence
in accounting, legal compliance and financial planning and
proficientin the use of IT.

Post 2: SENIOR MANAGER (Fund Raising)

Qualification: MBA, preferably in Finance, from a reputed
institution with over 15 years' of post qualification in auditing
of which atleast 5 years at senior level in major organization in
fund raising / experience in CSR activities.

® Should have financial leadership experience, competence
in accounting, and financial planning and proficient in the
useof IT.

Post 3: SENIOR MANAGER (Accounts)

Qualification: CA/CMA with over 15 yrs of post qualification in
Finance & Accounts of a large organization and atleast 5 yrs at
seniorlevel.

® Post 1 to 3 Age: Not more than 55 years

Post 4: MANAGER (Accounts)

Qualification: CA/CMA with over 12 years' of post
qualification in Finance and Accounts of a large organization
and atleast 5 yrs at seniorlevel.

® Age: Not more than 45 years

For all the above post Should have a commitment
to the Vision and Mission of CMC Vellore
Apply with a hard copy of the bio-data, giving the names of
atleast 2 referees (with contact details) along with the
credentials to the General Superintendent, CMC, Vellore -
632004. by 10th September 2021 in addition a soft copy
should also be send to gso2@cmcvellore.ac.in

GENERAL
GENERAL

A ‘
MAR THOMA COLLEGE
& TIRUVALLA

(Re-Accredited with 'A' Grade by NAAC)
Kuttapuzha, Kerala - 689 103
Phone: 0469 2630342
Email: mtcofficetvia@gmail.com

WANTEL
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

o ENGLISH 3 (1 Open, 2 Communiy)
o BOTANY 1 (Community)

¢ Z00LOGY 1 (Community)

© PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 (Community)
Age & Qualifications as per
UGC/University/Govt. Rules.
Vacancies and appointments

Content
Developers
uPSsSc (CSEk)

General
Studies
Paper-1to IV
Must have
Written 2 MAINS
Freshers can

are subject to approval from

M University / Govt.
=B REETATAR Y | Apply to Principal within 30 days
Performance in the prescribed form which can
T - be had from the College office
on payment of Rs. 1000/

Send Resume: (Rs. 1100/- by post). Sdl-

guidanceias5@gmail.com Principal

Contact Us:

Arunachal students’
body demands policy
{0 protect native groups

‘Non-locals availing of rights of STs’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
A proposed Bill seeking
equal rights to property for
women in Arunachal Pra-
desh has refreshed the de-
mand for a policy to safe-
guard the indigenous
communities from children
of non-locals “fraudulently
availing rights” in the name
of State’s Scheduled Tribes.
The A.P. State Commis-
sion for Women had on Mon-
day said it has submitted the
draft proposal for the Aruna-
chal Pradesh Marriage and
Inheritance of Property Bill,
2021. “We have received
memorandums from various
organisations to scrap two
sections of the draft propo-

sal,” the Commission said.
The clauses pertain to the
movable and immovable
property enjoyed by an Aru-
nachal Pradesh Scheduled
Tribe (APST) woman mar-
ried to a non-APST man.

While pressure mounted
on the Commission to re-
move the clauses, the All
Arunachal Pradesh Stu-
dents’ Union resented the
“inordinate delay” by the go-
vernment in publishing the
draft proposal related to the
existing system of issuing
APST certificates to the
offspring of non-APST men
and APST women.

The AAPSU and other stu-
dents’ bodies demanded the
early tabling of the Bill.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Sugarcane farmers in Punjab
on Tuesday withdrew their
protest in response to Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh’s
announcement of a T35 per
quintal hike in the State
Agreed Price (SAP) for the
cane crushing season 2021-
22, taking the SAP to %360
per quintal.

Poor finances

The matter was resolved
during a meeting of farmers’
union leaders with the Chief
Minister here this afternoon,
during which Capt. Amarin-
der, while agreeing to the
SAP hike, said the State’s fis-
cal situation had prevented

Pur-1jab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh with sugarcane

farmers at a meeting in Chandigarh on Tuesday. =pTi

an adequate increase in the
SAP for the past three to four
years.

The farmers’ union lead-
ers had earlier pointed out
that Punjab had failed to
hike sugarcane SAP in pro-

portion to Haryana’s over
the same period, causing fis-
cal losses to them.

The Chief Minister said
the farmers were not to be
blamed for the problem,
which had been caused by

Uttam Upadhyay’s family in a shock over hate speech

Court to hear his
anticipatory bail
in Jantar Mantar
case today

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

In the Jhandapur colony of
Ghaziabad, the name of Ut-
tam Upadhyay is on everybo-
dy’s lips. The dance teacher-
turned-local right-wing lead-
er is absconding since the
video of his hate speech
against Muslims at Jantar
Mantar became viral on Au-
gust 8. The hearing on his an-
ticipatory bail is scheduled
for August 25.

Advocate Ashish Jogi said
he had applied for anticipato-
ry bail because his client suf-
fered from episodes of epi-
leptic seizures leading to
bipolar disorder. “No man in
his senses could say such
things. He was under the care
of an AIIMS doctor in 2019.

o i
= ANUJ KUMAR

We have submitted the pap-
ers.”

Interestingly, last Sunday,
in an interaction with this
correspondent, Uttam’s elder
brother Anuj didn’t mention
the medical condition. He
had said the family members
kept telling Uttam that one
day he would get into trouble
because of his ‘rant against
Muslims’. “It slipped out of
my mind,” said Anuj.

He informed Uttam last vi-
sited his house on August 9.
“The family has no idea

Uttam Upadhyay's shop in Jhandapur colony of Ghaziabad.

where he is and the Delhi Pol-
ice teams have checked our
house and questioned us
multiple times.”

Anuj said he has Muslim
friends and didn’t know how
he would face them. “Uttam
used to attend RSS shakhas
from a young age. He had at-
tended a Bajrang Dal camp
and had been the zonal depu-
ty president of the BJP’s Kisan
Morcha. But this aggressive
side has developed in the last
couple of years since he start-
ed following Narsinghanand

Saraswati (controversial
priest of Dasna temple),
right-wing political commen-
tator Pushpendra Kulshresh-
ta and Pinky Chaudhary of
the Hindu Raksha Dal,” he
said.

Sanjeev Sharma, BJP’s dis-
trict president, denied that
Uttam was a party member
or held any post in sister
organisation.

Death in family

Uttam’s father Dinesh Kumar,
who runs a stationery shop
named after his absconding
son, was also in a shock as the
family was already mourning
the death of their second son
inaroad accident last August.
“We had been extra protec-
tive towards Uttam but he
would not listen. He didn’t
tell us about the Jantar Man-
tar event. We came to know
when relatives sent us vide-
0s.” Anuj remembered one
incident. “Some years ago, a
cow had died in an accident

and was being taken away by
the residents of the neigh-
bouring Peer Colony. As the
news spread, it enraged Ut-
tam. He conducted its burial
with the help of local police.
Soon he started taking out
‘Tiranga Yatras’. He had this
belief that where Muslims are
in minority, they preach
brotherhood, but where they
are in majority they try to
dominate Hindus.”

The family hailed from Mu-
radnagar town of Ghaziabad
and Mr. Kumar’s father shift-
ed to Jhandapur in the 1970s.
One of his elder brothers is a
member of the local BJP unit.
“None of the party members
has come in our support,” he
said.

Situated in Sahibabad’s in-
dustrial area, Uttam’s resi-
dence is not far from the spot
where theatre icon Safdar
Hashmi was killed by a mob
comprising Congress work-
ers on January 1, 1989, when
Jhandapur was a village.

Punjab’s poor finances.
While he was always with
the farmers and wanted to
do his best for their welfare,
the State’s fiscal crisis had
prevented him for increas-
ing the SAP earlier, he said,
adding that balancing the
needs of the farmers with
those of the cooperative and
private sugar mill owners
was tough, given the prevail-
ing fiscal situation.

The farmers’ union lead-
ers, representing the Sanjha
Kisan Morcha that has been
spearheading the sugarcane
farmers’ agitation for the
past several days, thanked
the Chief Minister for ad-
dressing their problem and
announcing the hike.

Assam civil
servant held
in DA case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

An Assam Civil Service of-
ficer was arrested on Tues-
day for allegedly acquiring
assets disproportionate to
his known sources of in-
come. An inquiry by the
Chief Minister’s Special Vi-
gilance Cell revealed 89
landed properties regis-
tered in the name of Saibar
Rahman and his two wives.
The market value of the
properties was estimated
to be more than %100 crore.

An official statement
said assets of more than
%6.38 cr. were found in his
name. Most of these were
acquired by illegal means,
the statement added. The
vigilance cell had received
a complaint while the offic-
er was posted as the Addi-
tional Dy. Commissioner of
Dhubri district.

9718793363 or 9540226688
= PUBLIC NOTICE
IMMEDIATE
JOINING
Arbitration IN%hUPAJt/tAGOfO”ZON 22
n the matter o

EDUCATIONAL Upaj Leasing and Finance Company Pvt Ltd
...... Applicant

Money Mishra Finaﬁ'cial Services
...... Respondent

An Arbitration matter filed by Upaj Leasing
and Finance Company Pvt Ltd against
Money Mishra Financial Services is pending
adjudication before Sole Arbitrator Advocate
Amit Gupta.
That Notice is hereby given to Money Mishra
Financial Services (Respondent in above
matter) to be present on next date of hearing
on 04.09.2021 at 4:00 p.m. before Sole
Arbitrator Advocate Amit Gupta at his Office
no.156, Vardhman Sunrise Plaza, Vasundhara
Enclave, Delhi-110096 otherwise the matter
will be proceeded in accordance with law.
Date: 23.08.2021
Place: Delhi
For Upaj Leasing and Finance
Company Pvt Ltd
Authorised Signatory|
CIN no. U74899DL1990PTC041087

TENDERS

For Sale/eAuction: Cyclone Damaged Scrap
(Cables, Conductors, Structural items and other’
accessories) lying at

1.Saraberia Mouza, JL No. 112, Dag No. 193,
195, 196 Pirgacha, PO: Kadambagachi PS:
Duttapukur Pin - 700125, North 24 Paraganas
West Bengal. Contact Person: Mr. Debdas
Sahoo - 956403123

2M/S Voltas LTD, PS.- Ashoknagar, ADSR
Office, JL NO- 41,Mouza-Jswarigacha Village,
North 24 Pgs, Pin -743711 Contact Person -
Mr. Dharmendra Das — 9748114684

Last Date For Inspection & EMD Deposit —
31.08.2021 & Date Of E-auction- 01.09.2021,
02.09.2021 & 03.09.2021 (3 PM), Auctioneer:
Meenakshi- 9625137014 / M F Islam —
09911003339 (Insurance Claim Material Wil
Be Sold On As Is Where Is', ‘Whatever There Is’
And ‘No Complaint’ Basis).

CLEAR PRELIMS 2022

Without Expensive Coaching
Without Reading Newspapers
Without Making Notes

Visit our Website:

BestCurrentAffairs.com

Download 200 Pages PDF Free

82 Ques in Prelims 2020
84 Ques in Prelims 2019
78 Ques in Prelims 2018

PHONE 9463838383
¢JUNIVERSAL

UNIVERSAL COACHING CENTER

REQUIRED

IAS/IPS

FREELANCE
CONTENT
DEVELOPERS
FOR COMPETITIVE
EXAMS

KINDLY SEND YOUR UPDATED
RESUME IMMEDIATELY TO
info@universalinstitutions.com

985/3

IVERSALINSTITUTIONS.COM

PERSONAL

I, PRERNA Lakhi Bakshi, have
changed my name to Prerna Dilipku-
mar Lakhi, court decree dated 13/
05/2021 for all future purposes

For More Details:

www.Salvagemanagers.Com
Support@$alvagemanagers.Com

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

Tender No. OP2/08/2021-22 - for the replacement of existing
old/outlived/burnt ACSR with ACSR 103mm2 in Ram Darbar,
Phase-l & Il for improvement of LD System under electricity
‘op’ S/ Divn. No-5, Indl. Area, Ph-l, U.T. Chandigarh.

The subject cited tender due to be opened on dated i.e. 23.08.2021
at 16.00 Hrs. is hereby extended upto 31.08.2021 at 14.00 Hrs. for
uploading and opening date i.e. 31.08.2021 at 16.00 Hrs. due to
administrative reason.

All the other terms and conditions shall remain the same.

Executive Engineer,
Electricity (OP) Division No. 2

Chandigarh, U.T.
A

COCHIN SMART MISSION LIMITED

4™ Floor, Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium Metro Station, Kaloor,Kochi-17, Kerala.
Email:info@csml.co.in Ph: 0484-2795700

TENDER NOTICE

Tender reference number : CSML/E&E/MAR/RFP/001-3
Project Name: Engineering, Procurement & Construction
of Ernakulam Market, Kerala

3¢

Smad City

The RFP document can be downloaded from the following websites:
www.csml.co.in, www.kochimetro.org and
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in Organization name: Kochi Metro Rail Ltd.

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

Powergrid’s Executive Director

Shri Anish Anand awarded
CIGRE’S Technical Council
Award 2021

The International Council on Large
Electric Systems (CIGRE) France
has presented the Technical Council
Award for year 2021 to Shri Anish

Anand, Executive Director, Power
Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), during CIGRE’s

Centennial Session held on 20th August,
2021. This prestigious award has been
bestowed on two Indians prior to this,
since its inception in 1993. CIGRE
is a global non profit Organization
comprising community of power system
professionals having 60 National
Committees spanning 90+ countries
with more than 15000 members &
1250 member organizations. Shri Anish
Anand is a prominent transmission
line expert having more than 35 years
of experience and has assumed
various responsibilities & positions in
POWERGRID over the years. He is
also Chairman of CIGRE-India National
Committee B-2 on Overhead lines and
member of CIGRE Study Committee
B2 & its SAG, CAG & TAG (Strategic,
Customer &  Technical Advisory
Groups).

PSPCL becomes top performer in
PAT Cycle-ll in among all Discoms
of India

PSPCL CMD Shri A.Venu Prasad
disclosed that Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited has created history
and has become top performer in
PAT(Perform,Achieve and Trade) Cycle-
Il'in Discom sector among all Discoms of
INDIA.CMD said that it has been decided
by Ministry of Power to issue 80686
Energy saving certificates to PSPCL.
While sharing details about (PAT) CMD
said that Perform, Achieve and Trade
(PAT) is flagship scheme under National
Mission on Enhanced Energy Efficiency
(NMEEE). He said that the first cycle of
PAT scheme was completed in 2015 and
second cycle has achieved total energy
savings of 14.08 Million tonnes and also
resulted in reduction of 66.01 Million
Tonnes of Carbon dioxide reduction.He
further said that under the PAT scheme,
an energy audit of designated consumer
(DC) is under taken to verify the baseline
data (current level of efficiency) and
thereafter emission targets are given.
He also added that energy saving
certificates (ESCerts) are issued to
those DISCOMS that have achieved
excess over their targets. These
ESCerts can be sold to DISCOMS that
fail to achieve their targets to comply
with energy consumption norms and
are liable to financial penalty under the
Energy Conservation Act, 2001

Shri Azimul Haque joins Delhi
Transco Ltd as Director (HR)

Shri Azimul Haque, an IAS officer of
AGMUT cadre has joined Delhi Transco
Limited as Director (HR) recently. An
alumnus of Indian Institute of Technology
(IT) Delhi, Shri Azimul Haque has
done his B. Tech and M. Tech in Civil
Engineering. After being selected
through Indian Engineering Services
(IES) — he joined Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) where he worked
for a brief period. Later, he switched
over to Civil Services in 1999.During
his illustrious administrative career
spanning over three decades, Shri
Haque has held many challenging
postings. He started his career as
Assistant Commissioner (Tribal Welfare)
in Nicobar group of Islands under
Andaman & Nicobar Administration.
He has also served as Secretary to the
Government of Arunachal Pradesh. In
Delhi, he has served in various capacities
in different departments. Some of
his prominent postings include as
Deputy Commissioner in MCD, District
Magistrate in three districts, Special
Secretary (Home), Chief Vigilance
Officer in DUSIB and Director (Higher
& Technical Education) etc. In addition
to his responsibilities in Delhi Transco
Limited, he has also been assigned the
duties of Special Secretary (Power),
Controller (Weight & Measurement)
and Director (HR) — Indrprastha Power
Generation Company Limited & Pragati
Power Corporation.

Bureau of Indian Standards
organises Industry awareness
workshop

Bureau of Indian Standards, Northern
Regional office organized an Industry
Awareness  Workshop under the
Supreme guidance of Deputy Director
General (North), Sh. Rajeev Sharma. In
his address, DDGN explained in detail
the importance of quality and standards
to fulfill the visions of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Make in India shared by
Hon’ble PM .He further stated that it
is our responsibility to work towards
achievement of these objectives.
Representatives of several Industries
attended the workshop and emphasized
the significance of National and Inter-
national standards to achieve the
goals of safety, quality and reliability.
Scientists of BIS explained the Standard
Formulation Process, Confirmity
Assessment, Registration Process and
Testing Process in detail.

Plantation drive by North Central

Railway organized in Railgon
Subedarganj
Plantation  Organized under the

leadership of General Manager North
Central Railway and President, North

Central Railway Women’s Welfare
Organization. North Central Railway is
constantly striving towards fulfilling its
social responsibility. In order to discharge
its social obligations, NCR is adopting
and actively contributing towards,
environmental friendly concerns such
as, solar power plants are being set up,
research and implementation for the use
of alternative fuel is underway. Efforts
are being made to use more and more
energy efficient electrical appliances,
optimal utilization of water resources in
day to day working, setting up of water
recycling plants, and expansion of green
cover through plantation on vacant
railway land. A massive plantation
program was organized at Railway
Colony — Railgaon at Subedarganj.
The program was organized under the
leadership of General Manager North
Central Railway Shri Pramod Kumar
and President, North Central Railway
Women Welfare Organization Smt.
Poonam Kumar. Under this program 50
Saplings were planted in Park No.-2.
All the Principal Heads of Departments
of North Central Railway and office
bearers and members of North Central
Railway Women’s Welfare Organization
participated enthusiastically in this
program.On this occasion, General
Manager Shri Pramod Kumar motivated
everyone to plant more and more
saplings and conserve them till the full
development of the planted sapling. Itis
worth to be mentioned that North Central
Railway has set a target of planting 8
lakh saplings- Prayagraj Division-3.60
lakh, Jhansi Division-2.60 and Agra
Division-1.80 saplings during the current
financial year 2021-22. Under this,
about 75000 saplings have already
been planted so far. Principal Chief
Engineer North Central Railway Shri
S.K.Mishra informed that NCR is actively
taking steps for plantation & more such
plantation drives will be conducted
from time to time.Apart from this, 3.7
million units of electricity have been
generated through solar power plants in
the first quarter of the current financial
year thus saving about Rs.1.5 crore in
electricity bills. Apart from this, about 38
lakh rupees have been saved by using
energy efficient electrical appliances.
Digitization of the official working is
being done on priority basis to reduce
the use of paper in day to day work.
Portals like e-office, GeM and e-DAS are
being widely used.

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed
that an one male person was found
dead by train accident at Elec Pole
No.04/18 DN Rly Line near V.N. Puri
Halt, Sarai Rohilla Railway Station,
Delhi dated 19.08.2021. In this
regard a DD No. 15A, dated
19.08.2021. has been registered at
P.S. Sarai Rohilla Railway Station,
Delhi. The description of the dead
body is given as under Name:
Unkonwn, S/o: Unkonwn, R/o:
Unkonwn, Age: About 30-35 years, Height: 5’5", Complexion:
Wheatish, Injury Mark: Head Injury.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
dead person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one
having any information about this dead person please inform
undersigned. SHO

P.S. Sarai Rohilla Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 011-28711697, 28714802,
DP/220/RLY/2021 8750871308

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified male Age : 45-50
years, Height: 5'5", Complexion:
| Shallow, Face: Oval, Build: Wealk,
Identification old healed
amputated distal phalynx on left
. 3 middle finger, old white checkdar
; ‘ shirt, grey and black colour pant,
. was found unconscious in the area of
P.S. IP Estate, Delhi. He was admitted
in Lok Nayak Hospital, Delhi, where doctor declare him
brought dead. In this regard a FIR No. 215 dated
09.08.2021 u/s 302 IPC has been registered at P.S. IP
Estate, Delhi. The dead body has been preserved for
identification in the mortuary of MAMC Hospital, Delhi

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the

following address or telephone nos.
SHO : P.S. I.P. Estate, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23370928, 8750870426

DP/957/CD/21

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed
that one lady Namely: Arti, W/o:
Sunder Singh, R/o: H.No. B-68, Ph-
02, Metro Vihar, Holambi Kalan,
Delhi-110082, Age: 21 Years,
Height: 52", Complexion: Shallow,
Face: Round, Built: Medium,
Wearing: Red Colour Suit and
Salwar and Hawai Chappal in feet
has been missing since 03.06.2021
from her house. In this regard DD No.
53A, Dated 03.06.2021, has been
lodged at P.S. Narela Industrial
Area, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the missing lady but no clue has come to light so far. If
anyone have any information about this missing lady please
inform the undersigned.
Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbhi.gov.in

Fax: 011-23011334
DP/1201/0N/2021

ARTI

SHO
P.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27787592, 27787593 & 7065036324
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Water dispute: Bommai to
discuss with legal team
BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai will
convene a meeting of
Karnataka's legal team and
experts on inter-State river
water sharing disputes on
Thursday in New Delhi. The
meeting with the legal team
gains significance following
Tamil Nadu's opposition to
the proposed Mekedatu
project, a balancing reservoir
in the Cauvery basin.

Mild tremors felt in parts
of A.P. and Tamil Nadu
VIJAYAWADA

An earthquake of magnitude
5.1 occurred in the Bay of
Bengal off the Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
coasts at 12.35 p.m. on
Tuesday, the National Center
for Seismology has reported.
Tremors were reportedly felt
in Machilipatnam, Chennai
and other coastal areas.

Three killed as bus rams
stationary truck

NALGONDA

Three passengers were killed
when the bus in which they
were travelling rammed into a
stationary truck on the
Narketpally-Addanki State
highway in the Miryalaguda
Town-I police limits of
Telangana on Tuesday.
"Passengers, who spoke to us,
said they had warned the
driver twice about his rash
driving," a police officer said.

Three held for PDS rice
pilferage in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD

Kandukur police apprehended
three persons for allegedly
pilfering 6.65 tonnes of rice
meant for public distribution.
The accused A. Satyanarayana
Reddy, and drivers Vijay and
Vamsi were apprehended
during a joint operation by
police and Civil Supplies
officials. A case has been
booked against the accused
and a probe is under way.

Kerala to ensure one jab for all above 18

Health Minister sets September-end deadline, directs district officials to strengthen vaccination drive

Increase testing: Pinarayi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

With COVID-19 cases conti-
nuing to rise in Kerala,
Health Minister Veena Ge-
orge called an emergency
meeting of senior health offi-
cials here on Tuesday to re-
view preparations for a pos-
sible third wave. She also
directed that at least one
dose of COVID vaccine be ad-
ministered to all persons
above 18 years in the State by
the end of September.

Better distribution
All districts should streng-
then vaccination campaigns
by preparing a clear plan of
action and ensure that there
are no delays in vaccine dis-
tribution, the Minister said.
The State will take all
steps to prevent the shortage
of syringes, something that
has been affecting the pace

Shot in the arm
% adult population vaccinated

in Kerala

One dose+ [N 67.8%
Both doses [ 24.5%

7 DOSES PER 100 PEOPLE

N Age 18+ I 68
Age 45+ NG 128

TisErE

of vaccination. The Centre
has promised to deliver 1.11
crore doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine to the State, said Ms.
George.

The Minister said that as
all indications pointed to a
surge in cases after Onam,
hospitals need to be pre-
pared to meet likely in-
creased caseload.

Stressing that the CO-

Why 84-day gap between
vaccine doses: Kerala HC

Court asks Centre to clarify reason

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre to
clarify the basis on which
the 84-day gap between two
doses of the Covishield vac-
cine had been prescribed.
The court said that it
wanted to know whether
the stipulation of the 84-day
interval between the two
doses of Covishield was
based on the availability of
the vaccine or its efficacy.
Justice P.B. Suresh Kumar
sought the clarification
when a writ petition by Ki-
tex Garments Ltd., Kochi,
seeking a directive to the
State government to allow it
to administer the second
dose of the Covishield vac-
cine to its workers without

following the 84-day gap,
came up for hearing.

The court said if the gap
was set based on the availa-
bility of vaccines, those will-
ing to buy it could be al-
lowed to take the second
shot before the completion
of the prescribed days of
gap.

In fact, hundreds of per-
sons who were ready to pay
for vaccines were waiting
for completion of the gap
days.

Centre’s policy

The State government sub-
mitted that it followed the
Central government’s vac-
cine policy, and unless the
Centre altered its policy, it
could not allow narrowing
down the gap.

Age 60+ NN 140

VID-19 mortality rate needed
to be brought down, she said
it must be ensured that those
who have tested positive and
are in home isolation are fol-
lowing all directives of the

Health Department.
Ms. George has also di-
rected that testing be

stepped up. If anyone who
participates in a public event
tests positive, then all per-

7lakh victims
of AgriGold
get relief

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Tuesday credited
nearly ¥667 crore into the
bank accounts of over se-
ven lakh persons towards
compensation for the de-
posits (below 10,000 and
10,000 to 320,000) made
by them in the AgriGold
Group. A sum of 3208 crore
was remitted to 3.86 lakh
persons who invested up to
%10,000, and 459 crore to
3.14 lakh persons with in-
vestments ranging from
10,000 to 320,000.

With this, the total
amount of compensation
paid to 10.40 lakh victims
of AgriGold scam so far
reached  approximately
%906 crore.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has
directed that COVID-19
testing be maximised in
districts where the
vaccination coverage is low.
At a review meeting held
here on Tuesday, it was

decided that in districts
which had already achieved
a good vaccination coverage
of at least one dose, testing
be restricted to only those
who display influenza-like
symptoms.

In rest of the districts,
extensive testing would be
done.

sons who had attended the
said event should undergo
testing compulsorily.
Anyone with influenza-like
symptoms and those who
might have come into con-
tact with known cases of CO-
VID-19 should necessarily get
tested for the disease and
should not resort to self-
treatment, she said.

The meeting also re-

viewed the preparations in
hospitals in view of a likely
third wave. District medical
officers informed the meet-
ing of hospital beds, oxygen
beds, ICUs and ventilators
being readied and how pae-
diatric care facilities, includ-
ing wards and ICUs, were be-
ing augmented. Oxygen
availability has been en-
sured. .

Ragini, Sanjjanaa took
drugs, test confirms

‘Hair follicle tests valid for up to a year’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

After a gap of 10 months,
two actors are in the dock
again in the case that put the
spotlight on drug use in the
Kannada film industry. Cen-
tral Crime Branch (CCB) offi-
cials said they had come up
with stronger evidence
against the accused as the
hair follicle test conducted
by the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory (CFSL)
in Hyderabad confirmed
drug consumption by actors
Ragini Dwivedi and Sanjja-
naa Galrani.

According to officials, as
the urine and blood sample
tests were not conclusive,
the Central Crime Branch
collected hair follicles and
sent them to the CFSL, Hyd-

Zo

A file photo of actors Ragini
Dwivedi & Sanjjanaa Galrani.

erabad, in October 2020.
This is the first time that hair
samples were sent for tests
in a drugs case investiga-
tion. Drug traces can be
found in hair for up to one
year, officials said.

The CCB may summon
the duo again. The two are
currently out on bail.

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol- :
ated places over Uttarakhand, east Uttar Pradesh, Assam,§
: Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Pu- :
¢ ducherry and Karaikal. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning :
: likely at isolated places over West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha, :
Telangana, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Kerala and Mahe
MIN :

LTy MAX  MIN cITy RAIN  MAX :
: Agartala............ ....34.6....24.6 Kozhikode.... ...31.4...24.4 :
: Ahmedabad... 35.1....26.3 Kurnool ... —...343...25.4
DA 20.5  Lucknow.. :
: Allahabad.. ....282 Madurai....

: Bengaluru . .3, ....20.3 Mangaluru

: Bhopal.....cccveeee = ...23.4 Mumbai

: Bhubaneswar.... 40.6....34.8....24.6 Mysuru ..

: Chandigarh ........... -...36.0....27.4  New Delhi

: Chennai ........ .34.8....26.5 Patna ......

¢ Coimbatore... .33.8....23.1 Port Blair.

: Dehradun.. 2...24.6 Puducherry ..

: Gangtok.... ...17.5 Pune....

: Goa....... ....24.6 Raipur .

: Guwahati .. ....25.6 Ranchi.

¢ Hubballi.... ...21.0 Shillong

: Hyderabad 222 Shimla.

: Imphal...... ...22.0 Srinagar...

* Jaipur ... ...27.0 Thiruvananthapuram.

: Kochi.... .8....24.8 Tiruchi

: Kohima. ....16.9 Vijayawada .. .

: Kolkata......cocooeee =i ...27.8 Visakhapatnam .............—....

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

i CITIES S0. NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

* Ahmedabad..... 41 3521 .76 .79 .. W

: Bengaluru....... 12 .11 37 ...55 ..54 .. Inobservation made at 4.00
: . p.m., Panipat, Haryana

: Chen_na| .15 .15 36 ...60 ..63 ..M recorded an overall air

¢ Delhi.... .8 .90 68 ..144 232 ..M g3ty index (AQI) score of
: Hyderab .. 15 41 22 .66 .66 ..M 376 indicating an unhealthy
¢ Kolkata........... 13 .27 28 .97 .111 ... lc%etlrgsftpgggglgnk;r:nataka
¢ Lucknow......... .4 .34 86 ...49 .57 ..H ' :

| Mumbai....... 14 10 — .66 .105 ..m  ecordedahealthy AQl score
Pune......ccceeeee . - .8 52 ..144 115 ...

: Visakhapatnam 20 .42 40 ...52 ..88 ..H

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Maharashtra’s fresh cases exceed
recoveries; 119 fatalities reported

Active COVID-19 cases rise again to reach 49,752; State’s fatality rate stands at 2.11%

STAFF REPORTER
PUNE

After a steady recovery
spree, Maharashtra’s case
surge  marginally  out-
weighed the number of pa-
tients discharged on Tues-
day, with 4,355 new
COVID-19 cases being report-
ed against 4,240 recoveries.
The active case tally reached
49,752.

As many as 119 deaths
pushed the State’s cumula-
tive fatalities to 1,36,355. The
case fatality rate stands at
2.11%.

The total cases have
reached 64,34,649 while its
cumulative recoveries have
risen to 62,43,034 with the
recovery rate standing at
96.93%.

“Of a total 5,26,32,810 lab-

Vaccination centre opened for
transgenders, LGBT community

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
A special civicrun CO-
VID-19 vaccination centre
for transgenders and
those from the LGBT
community was inaugu-
rated on Tuesday at Vik-
hroli in Mumbai.

In the first few hours of

oratory samples tested thus
far, 64,34,649 (with the aver-
age case positivity falling in-
crementally to 12.22%) have
returned positive with more
than 1.93 lakh samples being

the centre, located in
Saint Joseph School un-
der N Ward, being opera-
tional, some 100 trans-
genders and  LGBT
community members re-
ceived vaccine doses, an
official said. Health Minis-
ter Rajesh Tope inaugu-
rated the centre.

tested in the last 24 hours,”
State Surveillance Officer Dr.
Pradeep Awate said.

Pune reported nearly 900
new cases, taking its total
case tally to 11,11,790 while

Muslim family assaulted in Ajmer

Some men kicked, beat victims, told them to leave country

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Barely 24 hours after the at-
tack on a Muslim bangle sell-
er by a frenzied mob in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Indore city, a
family of destitute Muslims,
seeking alms, was brutally
thrashed by some persons in
a residential colony in Rajas-
than’s pilgrim town of Ajmer
and told to “go to Pakistan”.

A video clip of the inci-
dent, which went viral on so-
cial media, showed a man
slapping and kicking the
members of the family mul-
tiple times and humiliating
them because of their reli-
gious identity. “This is not
the place for you. Go to Pa-
kistan. You will get alms only
there,” an assailant is heard

CcM
K

telling the victims in the vi-
deo footage. The incident
led to widespread outrage
across the State and caused
a major embarrassment to
the ruling Congress.

The group of youths, who
caught hold of the destitute
persons, were enraged by
their entry into the Hindu
dominated neighbourhood.
One of the assailants repeat-
edly kicked a boy on his
head as he crouched on the
street. The family of victims
shown in the video, includ-
ing a woman, are yet to be
identified.

Five persons arrested af-
ter their identification in the
video were released on bail
by the court, as they were
charged under a lesser pro-

»

vision of Section 151 of CrPC.
Following the demand
raised by Ajmer city’s Mus-
lim community, the police
on Tuesday registered a case
under the provisions of In-
dian Penal Code and
launched investigation.

While the police said the
victims, who apparently be-
longed to Uttar Pradesh,
were being traced, Muslim
social activists took excep-
tion to the initial laxity of
police which resulted in the
accused getting bail. Police
registered the case under
the stringent provisions only
after the community mem-
bers approached the senior
officers with the plea that
their religious sentiments
had been hurt.

27 deaths pushed the toll ov-
er 18,600. As per district
authorities, the active cases
stand at a little over 7,700.
Mumbai recorded 272
new cases to take its total tal-
ly to 7,41,661 while the active
count stood at 3,073. A single
death took the toll to 15,952.
Ahmednagar added 681
fresh cases and 13 fatalities,
taking its total cases to
3,03,944 of whom 4,601 are
active. The district’s death
toll has gone up to 6,469.
Satara registered 515 new
cases and 24 deaths to take
the total case tally to
2,34,891 of whom 5,472 are
active, while the death toll
climbed to 5,864.
Neighbouring Sangli
logged 525 new cases and 16
deaths.

SBI organises
vaccination
camp

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

As many as 530 doses of
Covishield, a COVID-19 vac-
cine, were administered at
a vaccination camp recent-
ly held in Mumbai.
Residents of Macchimar
Nagar (mainly fisherfolk)
near Badhwar Park benefit-
ed from this camp organ-
ised by the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) under its
corporate social responsi-
bility initiative. A team
from Apollo Clinic adminis-
tered the shots. This camp
was organised with the
help of local police station
and community leaders,
and SBI officials thanked
them for their cooperation.
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OPPORTUNITIES

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ¢ JOBS ¢ TECHNOLOGY

GENERAL

NABH Accredited

(an autonomous centre under Government of Kerala

MALABAR CANCER CENTRE

Thalassery, Kannur Dist., Kerala - 670 103
Phone :+91 490 2399207/2355881
Fax: +91 490 2355880, Email: mcctly@gmail.com, Web: www.mcc.kerala.gov.in

1. Radiation Oncology

1. Medical Oncology

3. Nuro Surgical Oncology
Application in the prescribed MCC form, with detailed bio data, attested copies of
testimonials Certificates, Experience, etc. along with D/D worth ¥ 2500/- (31000/- for
SC/ST candidates) favoring Director, Malabar Cancer Centre, payable at Thalassery,
should reach the undersigned on or before 20/09/2021. Application form and details

are available in www. mcc.kerala.gov.in

e e OR EXISTING AND ARISING VACANCIE SEEZZS

Immediately requires on permanent basis qualified Faculty as:
Professor - (Scale of pay - Z 37,400 — 67,000, Grade pay-10,500)

2. Radiology

Assistant Professor - (Scale of pay - ¥ 15,600 — 39,100, Grade pay-8,000)

2. Radiology
4. Anesthesiology

Sd/- DIRECTOR

FACULTY REQUIRED

For Civil Services (Prelims & Mains)

Prince Eduhub, Renowned Educational Group of Rajasthan is
immediately hiring innovative & enthusiastic Teachers for its
Civil Service (IAS | RAS) Division, Prince College, Sikar {Raj.). We
are preparing students with strong foundation of Civil Services
along with the Graduation Degree (Programme- 1 along with
B.A. & Programme -2 along with B.Sc. /B.Com.)

Candidates who are experienced in teaching Civil Service
aspirants or have appeared in UPSC / State PCS Mains /
Interview can apply for the following posts :

History-2, Polity-2, Geography-2, Economy -2, Current Affairs-2,

Science & Tech. -2, Competition English-2, Content Writer -5

1Y @ DELHI |

Date : 29 August, 2021, Time : 08:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Venue : Hotel Singh Palace, 8A/30, W.E.A., Channa Market,
Karol Bagh, Metro Pillar No. 123, New Delhi

Apply online at http://princeeduhub.com/Jobs.php

(No bar of salary for deserving candidates)

One af the Most Mognificent College Campus in indlia

PRINCE COLLEGE

{Recognisad by Gov. of R & AMiiated 1o POU Shekhawat Unneruty), English & Hindi Medium

B.A.|B.Sc.| B.Com.+IAS |RAS
€ SIKAR (Raj.) @98295-84805 www.princeeduhub.com

~

CHOOSE .
YOURFUTURE S A&

An EMPLOYEE A PARTNER
Orema™ &

We are a pan India company, with a client base of 2500+
commercial enterprises serviced out of 20 locations, focused
on corporate advisory services in Insurance and Risk
Management domain, having presence in the Middle, Far East
and the African regions. We are expanding in India and Globally
and will provide you an opportunity to become a complete
insurance professional and be mentored into leadership
positions. We are looking for candidates with good academics
and leadership, analytical and soft skills for the following
positions / domain:

CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP MANAGERS '@,

Commerce / Science / Engineering background with a
minimum of 2 years' experience in direct corporate sales in any
industry like Engineering, Hospitality, Healthcare, Pharma,
Infrastructure, Textiles etc..

RISK MANAGEMENT ADVISORS u%?,

Engineering / Finance (Cost or Chartered Accountants) / Legal
professionals with a minimum 3 years' experience willing to
take responsibility for business development, client
relationship and servicing. Exposure to commercial aspects of
business/ manufacturing will be an added advantage.

INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS @;Tn ,

Minimum 3 years’ experience in Business Development /
Technical areas with insurance companies or brokers / Loss
Assessors / TPA for our Property / Liability / Projects /
Employee Benefits verticals and Reinsurance division.

in a profession

Resumes to be sent with post applied for, current CTC and
preferred location to insurancecareers@outlook.com

We also have other opportunities in Sales & Marketing and Customer Support.
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Caste counts

A vision for a just India, and not partisan
political gains, should inspire a fresh census

he clamour for a fresh caste census is getting
louder in the country. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar led a delegation of 10 political parties of
the State to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday. No political party in the country has publicly
opposed the demand as yet, and most have supported
the call. Mr. Modi listened to the delegation but did not
open his mind on the topic. Predictably, there will be
more political mobilisation on the issue. The Bharatiya
Janata Party has the advantage of being in the saddle
and could time an announcement best suited for itself.
The last time India’s population was enumerated on the
basis of caste was in 1931, when it was under colonial
rule. There is a strong argument that the colonial cen-
sus was about creating and reinforcing caste and reli-
gious categories in India rather than recording them in
a benign manner. Effective governance requires robust
data on the governed. The creation of categories is itself
a political act. Indian politics and the governance struc-
ture are all premised on categories that were firmed up
during colonialism. But the salience of caste as the fun-
damental marker of identity for an Indian has only
grown since Independence.

As the democratisation of society deepens, questions
are being raised regarding the status of Dalits, tribal
communities and a large section of the population that
is characterised in the Constitution as Socially and Edu-
cationally Backward Classes. Political representation of
these communities has increased and their participa-
tion in government jobs has risen. It is assumed that
particular groups within each category have benefited
disproportionately from political and job reservations,
and there are demands for sub-quotas. Many commun-
ities are demanding inclusion in one category or the
other. Some communities are feeling short-changed by
the affirmative action steps of the state. With the role of
the Government as a big employer diminishing, there is
a demand for affirmative action in the private sector. All
these questions are being debated without adequate
and reliable data, leading to conflicting and often mis-
leading claims. Supporters of a caste census cite these
reasons, while sceptics fear it will only widen social
rifts. They also point to the multitude of practical pro-
blems such an exercise will encounter. What is not de-
batable, however, is the fact that inequitable distribu-
tion of power and wealth endangers the stability of any
society. Partisan political gains should not be the motiv-
ation for a fresh census. A renewed vision for a just and
united India, where all divides are reduced must guide
the discussion on a caste census.

In ﬁgfall

Unless Lebanon sets aside sectarian politics,
it will be unable to have a stable government

ebanon, which has been battling multiple crises
Lfor the last couple of years, is on the brink of an

economic collapse. The meltdown that forced the
country to default on its bonds in 2019 for the first time
since its independence in 1943 was aggravated by last
year’s Beirut port blast. The explosion that killed over
200 people and wounded about 7,000 others on Au-
gust 4, 2020 is estimated to have caused damage worth
$15 billion. The blast has also deepened the country’s
political crisis as Lebanon has been ruled by a caretaker
government ever since. The Mediterranean country is
now reeling under a severe economic downturn, med-
icine, food and fuel shortages and rising crimes. Re-
cently, its central bank stated that it could no longer fi-
nance fuel imports at subsidised rates citing depleted
reserves. Fuel shortages have led to chaotic scenes
across the country. Last week, at least 28 people were
killed in the country’s north when a fuel tank exploded
while locals were scrambling for its fuel. UNICEF has
warned that millions of Lebanese are facing a severe
water shortage. The economic crisis has pushed more
than half the population into poverty, while the curren-
cy value has fallen by 90%. According to the World
Bank, Lebanon’s GDP per capita fell by 40% in dollar
terms between 2018 and 2020, while real GDP contract-
ed by 20.3% in 2020. The Bank assesses that even with
quick reforms, it will take years before the economy
gets back to its pre-crisis size.

Since the Beirut blast, President Michel Aoun ap-
pointed three Prime Minister-designates. Two of them
stepped down after having failed to form a government.
According to Lebanon’s Constitution, the President
should be a Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister a
Sunni, and the Parliament Speaker a Shia. Political par-
ties are divided largely along sectarian lines. The PM-
designates, who were Sunni politicians or technocrats,
often failed to bring together the country’s different
political factions, including that of President Aoun. In
late July, former Prime Minister Najib Mikati was tasked
with forming the next government. He is yet to con-
clude talks with other political blocs. With the country
facing a severe fuel shortage, Hezbollah, the powerful
Shia militia-cum-political party, has moved to import
fuel directly from Iran. Hezbollah says it is trying to ease
the country’s fuel situation while its opponents say the
move is aimed at drawing Lebanon further into the Ira-
nian orbit and could be counterproductive as oil deals

The ugly face of a crime-fighting move

The implementation of the National Automated Facial Recognition System in India lacks adequate safeguards

FAIZAN MUSTAFA &
UTKARSH LEO

liament, no meaningful debate

could take place due to the con-
troversy over Pegasus, the spy-
ware. Some Indian journalists, ci-
vil society activists and political
leaders, and a top election strate-
gist were possibly under surveil-
lance. There has been no categori-
cal denial by the Government and
that the Israeli software was not
purchased. But above this, there is
a much bigger issue of the privacy
of the entire citizenry which has
not received much public atten-
tion. On June 23, 2021, the Joint
Committee examining the Perso-
nal Data Protection Bill (2019) was
granted a fifth extension by Parlia-
ment  (https://bit.ly/388uk47Z).
While informational privacy is not
the Government’s priority, it has
been simultaneously exploring the
potential of facial recognition
technology.

In the monsoon session of Par-

A prying technology
To empower the Indian police
with information technology, In-
dia approved implementation of
the National Automated Facial Re-
cognition System (NAFRS) to “fa-
cilitate investigation of crime and
detection of criminals” in a quick
and timely manner. On its imple-
mentation, it will function as a na-
tional-level search platform that
will use facial recognition technol-
ogy: to facilitate investigation of
crime or for identifying a person
of interest (e.g., a criminal) regard-
less of face mask, makeup, plastic
surgery, beard or hair extension.
The technology is absolutely in-
trusive: computer algorithms map
unique facial-landmarks (biomet-
ric data) such as shape of the
cheekbones, contours of the lips,
distance from forehead to chin,
and convert these into a numerical
code — termed a faceprint. Thus,
for the purposes of ‘verification’
or ‘identification’, the system

compares the faceprint generated
with a large existing database of fa-
ceprints (typically available to law
enforcement agencies) through a
database on driver’s licence or pol-
ice mugshots). But the real pro-
blem is that facial recognition does
not return a definitive result — it
‘identifies’ or ‘verifies’ only in
probabilities (e.g., a 70% likeli-
hood that the person shown on an
image is the same person on a
watch list). Though the accuracy
of facial recognition has improved
over the years due to modern ma-
chine-learning algorithms, the risk
of error and bias still exists. For in-
stance, there is a possibility of pro-
ducing ‘false positives’ — a situa-
tion where the algorithm finds an
incorrect match, even when there
is none — resulting in wrongful ar-
rest. Moreover, much research
suggests facial recognition soft-
ware is based on pre-trained mo-
dels. Therefore, if certain types of
faces (such as female, children,
ethnic minorities) are under-re-
presented in training datasets,
then this bias will negatively im-
pact its performance.

As NAFRS will collect, process,
and store sensitive private infor-
mation: facial biometrics for long
periods; if not permanently — it
will impact the right to privacy. Ac-
cordingly, it is crucial to examine
whether its implementation is ar-
bitrary and thus unconstitutional,
i.e., is it ‘legitimate’, ‘proportion-
ate to its need’ and ‘least restric-
tive’? What is its potential for
abuse and misuse with the pend-
ing-status of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Bill (PDPB), and the ab-
sence of clear guidelines for its
deployment? How does it impact
other fundamental rights such as
the right to dissent? Should NAFRS
be banned or simply regulated?

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation in the United States uses fa-
cial recognition technology for po-
tential investigative leads; police
forces in England use facial recog-
nition to tackle serious violence.
In other cases, countries such as
China use facial recognition for ra-
cial profiling and mass surveil-
lance — to track Uighur Muslims.
Policing and law and order being
State subjects, some Indian States
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have started the use of new tech-
nologies without fully appreciat-
ing the dangers involved.

Test of ‘proportionality’

Facial recognition being an intru-
sive technology has an impact on
the right to privacy. The Constitu-
tion of India does not explicitly
mention the right to privacy. Ho-
wever, a nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court, in Justice K.S. Put-
taswamy vs Union of India (2017)
recognised it as a precious funda-
mental right. Since no fundamen-
tal right can be absolute and thus
even in respect of privacy, the
state may impose reasonable res-
trictions on the grounds of nation-
al integrity, security of the state,
public order, etc.

The Supreme Court, in the K.S.
Puttaswamy judgment provided a
three-fold requirement (which
was reiterated in Anuradha Bhasin
while examining denial of the
‘right to Internet’ to the people of
Kashmir) to safeguard against any
arbitrary state action. Accordingly,
any encroachment on the right to
privacy requires the existence of
‘law’ (to satisfy legality of action);
there must exist a ‘need’, in terms
of a ‘legitimate state interest’; and,
the measure adopted must be
‘proportionate’ (there should be a
rational nexus between the means
adopted and the objective pur-
sued) and it should be ‘least intru-
sive” Unfortunately, NAFRS fails
each one of these tests.

First, NAFRS lacks ‘legitimacy’.
It does not stem from any statuto-
ry enactment (such as the DNA
Technology (Use and Application)
Regulation Bill 2018 proposed to
identify offenders or an executive
order of the Central Government.
Rather, it was merely approved by
the Cabinet Committee on Eco-

nomic Affairs in 2009 during Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance rule. Se-
cond, and more importantly, even
if we assume that there exists a
need for NAFRS to tackle modern
day crimes, this measure is grossly
disproportionate. This is because
to satisfy the test of ‘proportional-
ity’, benefits for the deployment of
this technology have to be suffi-
ciently great, and must outweigh
the harm. For NAFRS to achieve
the objective of ‘crime prevention’
or ‘identification’ will require the
system to track people on a mass
scale — avoiding a CCTV in a public
place is fiendishly difficult — result-
ing in everyone becoming a sub-
ject of surveillance: a dispropor-
tionate measure. In the absence of
a strong data protection law or
clear guidelines on where this
technology can be used or who
can be put on a watch list? And,
how long the system will retain
sensitive personal data of those
the surveilled people, NAFRS will
indeed do more harm than good.

Impact on rights
From a technical angle, facial re-
cognition technology can be
tasked to ‘identify’, among other
uses, cases. In doing so, one face-
print is compared to many other
faceprints stored in a database
(known as 1:N matching). In some
cases, it is known that the person
to be identified exists in the data-
base, whereas, in other scenarios,
it is not (for e.g., when persons are
checked against watch lists). This
is where its deployment becomes
hugely worrisome. With the ele-
ment of error and bias, facial re-
cognition can result in profiling of
some overrepresented groups
(such as Dalits and minorities) in
the criminal justice system.
Further, as anonymity is key to
functioning of a liberal democra-
cy, unregulated use of facial recog-
nition technology will dis-incentiv-
ise independent journalism or the
right to assemble peaceably with-
out arms, or any other form of civ-
ic society activism. Due to its ad-
verse impact on civil liberties,
some countries have been cau-
tious with the use of facial recogni-
tion technology. The Court of Ap-
peal in the United Kingdom ruled

the use of facial recognition tech-
nology by South Wales as unlawful
in the absence of clear guidelines.
In the United States, the Facial Re-
cognition and Biometric Technol-
ogy Moratorium Act of 2020 was
introduced in the Senate to prohi-
bit biometric surveillance without
statutory authorisation. Similarly,
privacy watchdogs in the Euro-
pean Union have called for a ban
on facial recognition.

Unchecked pathway

At present, the Information Tech-
nology Act 2000, and the Rules
framed thereunder offer broad
powers to the Central government
to infringe privacy in the name of
the sovereignty, integrity or the se-
curity of the state. The Personal
Data Protection Bill 2019 is not
much different. It gives the central
government unchecked power for
the purposes of surveillance — it
can exempt any agency of the Go-
vernment from the application of
the proposed law in the name of
legitimate state interest.

Without adequate safeguards
such as penalties that are dissua-
sive and sufficiently deterrent, pol-
ice personnel may routinely use
facial recognition technology. In
sum, even if facial recognition
technology is needed to tackle
modern-day criminality in India,
without accountability and over-
sight, facial recognition technolo-
gy has strong potential for misuse
and abuse. In the interest of civil li-
berties and to save democracy
from turning authoritarian, it is
important to impose a moratori-
um on the use of facial recognition
technology till we enact a strong
and meaningful data protection
law, in addition to statutory auth-
orisation of NAFRS and guidelines
for deployment. If the Govern-
ment has the will, it can get any
law passed with god speed just like
the recently passed 20 Bills includ-
ing the OBC Bill or three Farm
Bills.

Faizan Mustafa is Vice-Chancellor,
National Academy of Legal Studies and
Research (NALSAR) University of Law,
Hyderabad. Utkarsh Leo is Assistant
Professor at NALSAR, Hyderabad. The
views expressed are personal

Climate change, a catalyst for Arctic cooperation

Environmental challenges should be a priority for all players in the region, outweighing military and economic issues

TATIANA BELOUSOVA

geopolitics of the Arctic

through the lenses of the ‘great
power competition’ and inevitable
conflict of interests. Interestingly,
the current geopolitical scenario
is, to a certain extent, mirrored in
the Arctic region as well. This is
mainly about the growing tensions
between North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) allies and
Russia.

There are eight countries that
have direct access to the Arctic re-
sources, i.e., Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Rus-
sian Federation, Sweden and the
United States. In 2013, six Obser-
vers joined the Council, including
China, Japan, India, Italy, South
Korea, and Singapore, bringing
their total number to 13.

It is tempting to view the current

Security concerns

By the end of the Cold War, the ge-
opolitical tensions and security
concerns in the Arctic were almost
forgotten. In October 1987, during
a visit to the Kola Peninsula, Mik-
hail Gorbachev, then Secretary-
General of the Soviet Communist
Party, acknowledged the end of
the Cold War era and promoted a
‘zone of peace’ in the Arctic.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

The perceived ‘harmony’ was
broken in 2007, when the Russian
explorers planted their flag on the
seabed 4,200m (13,779ft) below
the North Pole to articulate Mos-
cow’s claims in the Arctic. This
move was certainly viewed as pro-
vocative by other Arctic States,
and the Canadian Foreign Minis-
ter, Peter MacKay, said “this is not
the 15th century”, and “countries
cannot just go around, plant their
flags, and claim the territories”.

The regional tension increased
after the Russia-Ukraine conflict in
2014. Consequently, relations bet-
ween the U.S. and Russia reached
their lowest point again. The rhe-
toric of the bilateral mistrust was
transferred ‘up to the North’ and
created anxiety among other sta-
keholders in the Arctic.

After the events in Ukraine in
2014, Russia has been increasingly
viewed as a ‘rule-breaker’, ‘revi-
sionist power’ and an ‘untrustwor-
thy player’. Besides, Russia’s in-
tention to re-establish the military
might of its Northern Fleet also
creates the security concerns and
features prominently in the Nor-
wegian foreign policy. On the oth-
er hand, some Russian military ex-
perts believe that the Barents Sea
can serve as the launching area for
a western seaborne attack; there-
fore, the Russian Navy should en-
sure the readiness of its anti-sub-
marine forces in the Arctic Ocean.

The eco-dimension
In the last decades, we have been
confronted with the multiple
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‘wake-up calls’ that are related to
climate change; and these calls are
getting louder. The summer of
2021 would be recorded in history
as one of the most devastating sea-
sons of our times, when ferocious
floods and wildfires were destroy-
ing communities in many parts of
the world. Due to the environmen-
tal transformations, natural catas-
trophes occur unexpectedly — on
an unprecedented scale, and in
unusual geographic locations. For
example, the extreme heat in
North America or wildfires in Rus-
sian Siberia (Yakutia), where the
winter temperature can be below
minus 40°. The Arctic region also
bears the brunt of climate change.
At the same time, it provides a
platform for scientific research
that can help to get to the bottom
of natural calamities around the
world.

Keeping in mind the existential
threats, the environmental chal-
lenges should be an absolute
priority for all players in the Arctic
region. These considerations
should outweigh military and eco-
nomic issues and unite countries
for the sake of eliminating the po-
tential (and real) dangers attribut-

'ﬂ

ed to climate change.

According to The World Climate
and Security Report 2020 (https://
bit.ly/3mrTmo5; the first report of
the Expert Group of the Interna-
tional Military Council on Climate
and Security, or the IMCCS), ‘the
Arctic is warming nearly twice as
fast as the rest of the planet with
consecutive record-breaking
warm years since 2014... The Arc-
tic is likely to begin experiencing
ice-free summers within the next
decade, with summers likely to be
completely free of sea ice by
mid-century’.

There should be concerted ef-
forts to minimise the adverse ef-
fects on the fragile Arctic ecosys-
tem. A good example to be
highlighted is the recent case of a
Norwegian drilling project; it was
taken to the European court by the
group of environmentalists. Their
main argument is that the negative
impact of mining activities can
spread beyond the continental
shelf of Norway.

The geopolitical vs strategic
The environmental transforma-
tion and rapid ice melting have al-
so opened up new opportunities
in the region, which includes
trans-Arctic  shipping routes.
These opportunities have inevita-
bly attracted all stakeholders in
the region, both the Arctic and
non-Arctic states. China, for exam-
ple, with its self-proclaimed status
of a ‘near Arctic state’, has been
actively engaged in various pro-
jects across the region.

The importance of the Arctic re-
gion for China mostly stems from
its energy security issues and the
need to diversify shipping lanes.
Transport routes from China to
Europe through the Arctic are not
only much shorter but also free
from the challenges associated
with the Malacca Strait and South
China Sea. In the latter case, China
will continue facing a backlash
from many Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) mem-
bers, supported by U.S. forces.

Given the significance of the re-
gion, the Arctic will continue to
draw increased attention. Apart
from pursuing national interests,
participating nations should also
be concerned about the future de-
velopments in the region and their
larger implications for humanity.

Hence, they should refrain from
mutual provocations, excessive
militarisation, and quid pro quo
tactics. All the Arctic actors should
have a long-term vision and stra-
tegic goals as compared to imme-
diate short-term gains. Instead of
creating a potential battleground
that is reminiscent of the Cold
War, the parties concerned should
utilise their expertise and create
the required synergy to achieve
shared goals. Climate change and
its dramatic consequences must
be a catalyst for Arctic
cooperation.

Tatiana Belousova is Assistant Professor,
Jindal School of International Affairs
(JSIA), O.P. Jindal Global University,
Sonipat, Haryana

Caste census the numerical strength of (Editorial page, “Bonding ticklish issue. If the parties
The Bihar Chief Minister’s each caste in the country rites”, August 24). Drafting ~ want to build a credible
meticulously crafted will only enable the a mutually acceptable front against the BJP and
mission, an all-party Government to have a clear ~ common minimum entertain any realistic

contingent, to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
press for a caste-based

picture as well so as to
evolve appropriate laws and
pieces of legislation to
extend all mandated

programme will be a
Herculean and thankless
task for the Opposition

chance of succeeding, they
will all have to make selfless
sacrifices in order to
achieve the common and

do our Members of
Parliament have the

clause and pick out

correlation. The question is

knowledge and expertise to
scrutinise bills clause by

ambiguities if any? They do
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homework of scrutiny.
Parliamentary committees
can check the law’s
indeterminateness only if
the MPs can discuss the

census is timely (Page 1,
August 24). Since the last
such census was

front. Another seemingly
insurmountable obstacle
will be the taming of the

not seem to attach any
importance to the law’s
semantic clarity. Even if the

Bills in a non-partisan
manner. Maybe,
knowledgeable citizens can

welfare-related schemes.
V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR,

with Iran could attract sanctions from the U.S. Leba-
non’s politicians have sought fresh loans from the IMF,

larger goal.
C.G. KURIAKOSE,

but the fund will release money only if the government undertaken, the country’s Chennai ‘inflated’ egos of the Malippara, Kothamangalam, Kerala draft bills are circulated in play a role in drafting laws.
commits itself to reforms. For that. Lebanon has to population has grown leaders, all wanting to be advance the MPs do not V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
’ exponentially. No political Opposition unity designated as the Front’s MPs and Bill scrutiny seem to be keen to do their ~ Thiruvananthapuram

form a government first. Lebanon’s political elites
should realise that the country is facing a once-in-a-cen-
tury crisis, set aside their sectarian politics, and come
together to form a stable government. If not, nothing
can stop the country’s free fall.

party that has ruled since
Independence has thought
it wise to take up the job for
reasons best known to
them. The creation of a
comprehensive database on

The efficacy and success of
Opposition unity in India
will be found wanting as
long as the BJD, TRS,
YSRCP, BSP and SP are
reluctant to join forces

leader or prime ministerial
candidate. How far the
Congress and the strong
regional parties are willing
to adopt a policy of ‘give
and take’ will be another

The Chief Justice of India’s
assumption is that better
the quality of
parliamentary debates, the
more unambiguous the
laws are. This is a debatable

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

The story regarding Finance Minister’s direction to Infosys
about the new Income Tax filing portal (Aug. 24, 2021) had erro-
neouslyreferred to Pravin Rao as the CEO of Infosys. He is the COO.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
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The legal challenges in recognising the Taliban

India can deal with the Taliban government because it is a de facto one, not because it is a legitimate one

PRABHASH RANJAN

The Taliban’s horrific takeover of Af-
ghanistan has triggered a new debate
in international law on the issue of
recognising an entity that claims to
be the new government of a state.
This debate assumes significance be-
cause China and Russia, two of the
five permanent United Nations Se-
curity Council members, have seem-
ingly shown readiness to recognise a
Taliban-led government whereas
countries like Canada have opposed
it. Questions of recognition do not ar-
ise when change of government with-
in a state occurs when political pow-
er is transferred through legal
means. However, things are different
when the change of government hap-
pens through extra-legal methods
like ousting the sitting government
using unconstitutional means. The
Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan
squarely falls in this category.

Recognition of governments un-
der international law is vital for sev-
eral reasons. It is important to know
who the governing authority of the
state is, who has the responsibility
for effectually carrying out domestic
and international legal obligations
ranging from pursuing diplomatic re-
lations to the protection of human
rights, and so on.

Government versus state

A salient point to remember is that
recognition of the government
should not be confused with recogni-
tion of the state under international
law. As Malcolm Shaw, the celebrated
international lawyer, writes, “a
change in government, however ac-
complished, does not affect the iden-
tity of the State itself.” Thus, in the
current debate, the issue is not about
the recognition of Afghanistan,
whose legal personality remains in-
tact. Whether countries recognise
the Taliban regime or not will de-
pend on their political considera-
tions and geo-strategic interests, as
evident from the Chinese and Rus-
sian overtures. However, certain cri-
teria have evolved in international
law on deciding the issue of recogni-

A Taliban fighter walks past a beauty salon in Kabul where the images of
women have been defaced using spray paint. =arp

tion of governments and these need
to be prudently looked at.

Tests in international law

Traditionally, the test used in inter-
national law to make a decision
about the recognition of a new go-
vernment is that of ‘effectiveness’.
According to this principle, to recog-
nise a government means to deter-
mine whether it effectively controls
the state it claims to govern. In other
words, it means to determine wheth-
er the government has effective con-
trol over the state’s territory (or a
part of it), a majority of the popula-
tion, national institutions, the bank-
ing and monetary system, etc. with a
reasonable possibility of perma-
nence. The inherent assumption is
that effective control means the peo-
ple of the country accept, or at least
acquiesce to, the new regime; if they
did not, they would overthrow it. Un-
der this doctrine, it is immaterial
how the new government occupied
office (whether through civil war, re-
volution, or a military coup). Since
there is hardly any doubt that the Ta-
liban now effectively controls Af-
ghanistan, as per this test, it would

Rethinking a perk for players

There is a need to reconsider promotions in
government jobs for eminent sportspersons

M.P. NATHANAEL

After winning seven medals at the To-
kyo Olympics, the Indian contingent
was felicitated by the sports federa-
tions, the Sports Ministry and even
the Prime Minister. They were invit-
ed as special guests to the Indepen-
dence Day function at the Red Fort in
New Delhi.

They were also given monetary
awards by various State govern-
ments, sports bodies
and others. Neeraj
Chopra, a junior com-
missioned officer in
the Army who won a
gold medal in javelin,
received I6 crore §
from the Haryana go- {4
vernment, a Class-I
government job, and a
plot of land at a con-
cessional rate. He was
also offered 32 crore
by the Punjab government, 1 crore
by the BCCI, 3 crore by the Chennai
Super Kings, 32 crore by BYJU’S and
%1 crore by the JSW Group. Ravi Dahi-
ya and Mirabai Chanu, both silver
medallists, were also richer by crores
after their performance. The bronze
winners were awarded in lakhs.

Jobs and promotions

In addition to cash incentives, States
also offer government jobs. The Rail-
ways is the biggest employer of sport-
spersons. It provides a secure job for
athletes. Chanu was working in the
Railways. In a departure from the
usual mode of appointment, she was
appointed as Additional Superinten-
dent of Police, a rank above that of
Deputy Superintendent of Police, af-
ter winning the silver medal. Chopra
is expected to get a promotion in the
Army.

The problem begins when sport-
spersons are appointed to a certain
rank after which the floodgates are
thrown open for further promotions.
It may not really be deleterious to an
organisation if sportspersons are
promoted in non-gazetted ranks. But
promotion to gazetted ranks have a
malefic impact not just on the organ-
isation but also on the sportspersons.
Even after they are promoted to ga-
zetted ranks, they naturally continue
to play sports and participate in tour-

CM
K

naments up to a certain age and have
no exposure whatsoever to their pro-
fessional requirements. On attaining
higher ranks like Superintendent of
Police, they come back to their jobs
without any training, exposure or ex-
perience. They prove to be misfits.
Nobody other than the system stands
to be blamed for this sad state of af-
fairs. While others slog to get into go-
vernment jobs as gazetted officers,
these posts are offered to sportsper-
sons on a silver platter.
. Going by the monetary
incentives offered to
eminent  sportsper-
sons, there is a definite
need to reconsider
whether promotions
need to be doled out to
them irrespective of
their professional
competence to hold
higher posts and
ranks. This is especial-
ly the case in the security forces,
where competence of a high order is
called for.

Contributing to their sport
Alternatively, with crores of rupees in
their accounts, such eminent sport-
spersons can venture into business
and employ more sportspersons and
do a world of good to their respective
sports. They can set up academies to
train sportspersons in their field of
specialisation and thus promote their
sport. The Sports Ministry and the
Sports Authority of India could re-
cruit them in various capacities and
utilise their experience not only at
the Central level but also in the
States. Universities, colleges and
schools could better utilise their ser-
vices. Many of them could turn out to
be good coaches.

For gazetted posts, the only chan-
nel should be competitive examina-
tions. Recent reports stated that the
number of employment offers given
through job fairs organised by the La-
bour and Employment Ministry has
fallen but applicants have increased.
In these days of acute unemploy-
ment, it would be better if the needy
got into government service on
merit.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police

(Retd), CRPF

be recognised as Afghanistan’s go-
vernment for international law and
thus, international relations.

A doctrine competing with the ef-
fective control theory is that of de-
mocratic legitimacy. According to
this doctrine, recognition of a go-
vernment also depends on whether
it is the legitimate representative of
the people it claims to govern. So, go-
vernments that capture power
through non-democratic means —
notwithstanding their exercising de
facto control over the country —
should not be recognised by states.
The end of the Cold War, the subse-
quent spread of democracy in the
world, and the growing demand for
universal respect for human rights
gave an impetus to this doctrine in
the last three decades.

This doctrine has led many coun-
tries to bestow de jure recognition
(legal recognition) on governments
in exile in place of governments exer-
cising effective control. Two recent
examples can be offered. First, many
countries recognised Yemen’s Ab-
drabbuh Mansur Hadi government in
exile since 2015 on the ground that
the rebellious separatists acquired
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power in Yemen through illegal
means. Second, the Nicolas Maduro
government in Venezuela is not re-
cognised by several countries due to
the alleged lack of democratic legiti-
macy.

The Taliban regime, despite exer-
cising effective control over Afghan-
istan, lacks democratic legitimacy.
Thus, it would fail to be recognised
as the legitimate representative of Af-
ghanistan if the doctrine of demo-
cratic legitimacy is applied. Things
would become even more complicat-
ed if the Afghan President, Ashraf
Ghani, who fled the country when
the Taliban entered Kabul, were to
announce a government in exile.

However, some international la-
wyers like Erika de Wet doubt wheth-
er the doctrine of democratic legiti-
macy, notwithstanding its worth and
instinctive appeal to the champions
of liberal democracy, has become a
binding part of customary interna-
tional law when it comes to the re-
cognition of governments. In other
words, governments may rely on the
doctrine of democratic legitimacy to
refuse de jure recognition of the Tali-
ban. Nevertheless, there is no bind-
ing legal obligation on countries to
withhold recognition of the Taliban
on the ground that it does not enjoy
democratic legitimacy. Thus, if Rus-
sia and China were to formally recog-
nise the Taliban regime due to its ef-
fective control of Afghanistan, it
would be consistent with interna-
tional law.

Options for India

Given the Taliban’s brutal past, its ex-
tremist ideology, and profound ab-
sence of democratic legitimacy, India
is within its right to withhold de jure
recognition of the Taliban regime.
Nonetheless, it will have to find a way
to engage with the Taliban given In-
dia’s huge investments in Afghanis-
tan and stakes in the South Asian re-
gion. India should adopt a clear
policy that it will deal with the Tali-
ban simply because it is the de facto
government, not because it is a legiti-
mate one. This principle should be
followed for bilateral relations and al-
so for multilateral dealings such as
within the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation.

Prabhash Ranjan will soon join Jindal Global
Law School, O.P. Jindal Global University, as
Professor and Vice Dean. Views are personal
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A surfeit of sero surveys

While they are useful in detecting the prevalence of
antibodies, frequent sero surveys are expensive and futile

K.R. ANTONY

A sero surveillance survey ascertains the pre-
valence of a past infectious disease in a pop-
ulation. In the case of COVID-19, it helps to
detect whether antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 are
present in a population. The antibodies are
like evidence in a crime scene and the virus
is like a criminal. But to prevent the criminal
from repeating the crime, we need to con-
duct RT-PCR and Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT).
With this information, we can isolate the in-
dividual and prevent further infection and
also manage complications of the infection if
they arise.

Benefits of sero surveys

If anyone has had a severe case of COVID-19,
can they walk around freely believing that
they won’t get the infection again as they
have developed adequate natural antibo-
dies? No. They can still be asymptomatic car-
riers of the virus. They cannot be exempted
from COVID-19-appropriate behaviour. And
they must get vaccinated too. In other words,
all sero positive individuals have to observe
COVID-19-appropriate behaviour and get ful-
ly vaccinated. This means that sero surveys
don’t personally benefit individuals.

For public health authorities, sero surveys
are of varying use at different phases of the
pandemic. Such surveys are widely used by
the media and by epidemiologists to show
under-reporting of cases and deaths due to
COVID-19. Independent sero surveillance da-
ta can expose the level of data suppression.

After releasing the fourth sero survey re-
sults, the ICMR recommended acceleration
of vaccination of the vulnerable population,
especially yet-to-be-vaccinated health staff;
tracking COVID-19 infection in SARI cases in
hospitals; and identifying clusters of current
cases and cases of clinical severity for ge-
nome sequencing which would help track
mutations of the virus. But these are valid ir-
respective of the sero conversion levels.

The second use of sero surveys is to find
out whether community transmission has ta-
ken place or not. The ICMR was right in re-
futing some accounts by the media in
mid-2020 that community transmission had
taken place without the system knowing
about it. Many demanded RAT or RT-PCR
tests on a large scale. That would have been a
wrong public health action. The first sero
prevalence survey in May-June 2020 showed

Vacant seats, justice delayed

In India, more than four out of every 10 posts of High Court (HCs) judges remained vacant as on August 1 this
year. Such vacant positions were relatively higher in the Calcutta, Allahabad and Orissa High Courts. As a result,
the share of cases pending for more than five years was also relatively high. Overall, 41% of all active cases in
HCs have been pending judgment for more than five years. This has led to a rising number of undertrials. Data
also show that several States with high vacancies and pendency spend relatively less on the judiciary.

By Sumant Sen and Jasmin Nihalani
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that overall infection was 0.73%. The rele-
vant public health actions to be taken then
were rapid case detection, isolation and con-
tainment measures as vaccines were not rea-
dy then. In August 2020, the second survey
showed that sero prevalence had increased
to 7.1%. Even after the first wave, when evi-
dence of rapid transmission was emerging,
we needed an additional weapon to fight the
virus apart from observing COVID-19-appro-
priate behaviour and that was vaccination.

The third use of sero surveys is to assess
how far or close we are to herd immunity.
Many virologists said that 60% of the popula-
tion should be immune to COVID-19 for us to
reach herd immunity. We were nowhere
near a herd immunity level at that time.
Though there were claims that parts of the
urban poor population in Mumbai and Pune
had 70% developing antibodies, the third
survey found that after the first wave, only
21.4% Indians had SARS-CoV-2 antibodies.
The degree of change was highest in rural
areas at 19.1%. In non-slum urban areas, it
was 26.2%, while in urban slums the preva-
lence had increased to 31.7%. The fourth sur-
vey showed that 67.6% of the population had
developed antibodies against SARS-CoV-2
meeting the earlier prophesied threshold for
herd immunity. Now, we have to change the
goalpost to 80-90%. There are breakthrough
infections everywhere. The Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation has reported that ov-
er 81% have developed antibodies against
SARS-CoV-2 in Ahmedabad, but there conti-
nue to be cases.

Cost-benefit analysis

Under these circumstances, it is not rational
for public health experts to advise govern-
ments to embark upon city-wise seropreva-
lence surveys to detect the presence of CO-
VID-19 antibodies. Those surveys are no
more useful than our COVID-19-appropriate
behaviour and vaccinations to control the
pandemic. For an academic documentation
of the trend of the pandemic spread and pe-
netration among communities, one national-
level ICMR survey is good enough.

A survey of 5,000 people per city costs
around %25 lakh. This is not a good invest-
ment for a country still grappling with the
pandemic. If we do a cost-benefit analysis,
frequent sero surveys are a poor use of staff
time, technology and funds and divert atten-
tion from the core activities of screening,
testing and other containment measures.
The genome analysis of breakthrough cases
in spite of vaccination is more beneficial for
evidence-based policy changes.

K.R. Antony is a pediatrician and public health
consultant based in Kochi. Views are personal
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 2§, 1971
Indian cricket’s finest hour

Madras, Aug. 25: India’s victory over En-
gland in the final test at the Oval on Tuesday
which was heard over radio by enthusiastic
lovers of the game all over the country
brought to an end England’s grand unbeaten
record in the 28 Tests since 1968. With one
Test won and the other two drawn, India has
won the series to reach a mile-stone in its
cricket history. It was the first ever win for
India against England on English soil. It was
India’s superb fielding as typified by Solkar’s
spectacular catch that sent back Knott and
splendid spin-bowling exemplified by Chan-
drasekhar’s match-winning spell (six for 38)
which sent England crashing to a paltry total
of 101 in the second innings, England’s low-
est against India, which tilted the scales in
India’s favour. The series proved most excit-
ing with fortunes fluctuating from one side
to the other. At Lord’s India let slip a golden
opportunity of getting off to a flying start
and eventually struggling for a draw, rain af-
ter tea helping in no small measure. The se-
cond Test at Old Trafford belonged to En-
gland and it was the weather that definitely
came to India’s rescue. At the Oval the game
was unpredictable till the end. England,
which appeared to hold the initiative with a
first innings lead of 71 runs, was skittled out
for 101. India made the requisite runs for the
loss of six wickets shortly after lunch on the
final day with Abid Ali making the winning
stroke with a four when it required three
runs for a victory.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1921

Threatened situation

Coimbatore, August 22: Though Coimbatore
is known as one of the districts of notoriety
for grave crimes, never before this, was the
situation so grave as it is for some time past.
For all crimes affecting life, the existence of
toddy shops in thickly populated centres of
the town, in lonely attris, near temples and
fresh-water wells account most. In broad
daylight and in open markets, a serious riot
occured last year and ended in the cold
blooded murder of one of the market goers,
and in the fatal injury of another. A few men
were apprehended but the case ended
against the prosecution. The head of the Vel-
lala community... met in conference with co-
conut tree owners and appealed to them to
stop trees being allowed for purposes of tap-
ping toddy. This had the desired effect and
the matter went up one step further.

»
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Union Minister arrested

for remark on CM

In Solapur, they blackened
Mr. Rane’s photo, garlanded
it with chappals and hit it
with footwear. Party acti-
vists vandalised the BJP’s of-
fice in Nashik. Baramati,
Nagpur and Sangli too wit-
nessed protests.

Appearing before a Divi-
sion Bench of Justices S.S.
Shinde and N.J. Jamadar in
the High Court, Mr. Nikam
said the offences under
which Mr. Rane had been
charged attracted less that
seven years in prison and no
notice was issued to him un-
der Section 41A (notice of
appearance before police of-
ficer) of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure. The court
told him to follow the proce-
dure and get the petition
numbered by the registry
first.

In his Raigad speech, Mr.
Rane said, “The State’s eco-
nomy and all businesses are
in turmoil owing to this
man’s [Mr. Thackeray] path-
etic management of affairs-
..more than 1.5 lakh per-
sons have lost their lives due
to the State’s mismanage-
ment of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. There was a shortage
of vaccines, no medical
staff, no doctors. The State’s
health infrastructure was in
a shambolic state... Does he
[Mr. Thackeray] even have
the right to speak on anyth-
ing... He ought to keep a se-
cretary as he did not even
know it was the 75th anni-
versary of India’s Indepen-
dence and was asking some-
one backstage [on
Independence Day]. I would
have given him a tight slap

had I been there for forget-
ting the number of years of
India’s Independence”.

The FIRs were registered
against Mr. Rane in Pune by
the Yuva Sena (the Shiv Se-
na’s youth wing), one in
Nashik and two at Mahad in
Raigad district.

High drama

High drama was seen in Rat-
nagiri when the Sangamesh-
war police went to arrest
him, triggering heated alter-
cations between his aides
and the authorities. His cus-
tody was later handed over
to the Raigad police.

While BJP Leader of the
Opposition Devendra Fad-
navis admitted that Mr.
Rane ought to have shown
restraint in his statements,
State BJP president Chan-
drakant Patil said it was
“against protocol” for a
State government to arrest a
Union Minister.

“All this arrest drama has
been contrived by the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government to
divert the public’s attention
from the fact that Mr. Rane
has been receiving over-
whelming support in the
Konkan region during his
‘Jan Ashirwad Yatra’,” Mr.
Patil claimed.

The induction of Mr.
Rane in the Union Cabinet
last month is being viewed
as an aggressive move on
the BJP’s part to neutralise
the Sena in the Konkan.
Himself a former Shiv Sai-
nik, Mr. Rane’s ‘Sena bait-
ing’ has grown even more
strident since he exited the
Congress in 2017.

Amarinder Ministry reels

under Cong.

The faction against the Chief
Minister however, decided
that a five-member delega-
tion would meet Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
apprise her of the situation
and their demands.

“A consensus among us
emerged and we decided
that if the Chief Minister
doesn’t want to work, he
should step down. To raise
this demand and convey our
sentiments, we have sought
time from the high com-
mand. We are going to meet
AICC (All India Congress
Committee) in charge of
Punjab affairs Harish Rawat
tomorrow in Dehradun and
then decide further,” Mr
Channi said.

After the meeting, Mr.
Sidhu tweeted: “Got a call
from Tripat Bajwa ji asking
for an emergency meeting...
Met him along with other
colleagues at the PPCC of-
fice. Will apprise the high
command of the situation.”

Sidhu’s aides slammed

Meanwhile, hitting out at
Mr. Sidhu’s aides, Mr. Mali
and Mr. Garg, State Minis-
ters Brahm Mohindra, Vijay
Inder Singla, Bharat Bhush-
an Ashu, Balbir Singh Sidhu
and Sadhu Singh Dharam-

feud again

sot, along with MLA Raj Ku-
mar Verka, said: “State-
ments by both these newly
appointed advisors are
clearly against India’s inter-
ests and detrimental to na-
tional security.”

Besides stringent legal ac-
tion against Mr. Mali and Mr.
Garg, these leaders also
urged the Congress national
leadership to direct Mr. Sid-
hu to immediately rein-in
his aides in the interest of
the party as well as the
country.

‘Massive damage’
Congress leaders also ques-
tioned Mr. Sidhu’s failure to
put his foot down on the dia-
tribe by his close aides, des-
pite the “justified uproar it
has triggered across party
lines”.

Mr. Sidhu’s omission in
this regard had given ammu-
nition to Opposition parties,
which were quick to recall
the PPCC’s chief’s personal
bonhomie with the Pakistan
Prime Minister and Army
chief, they pointed out,
warning against the “mas-
sive damage this could
cause to the Congress in the
run-up to the 2022 Punjab
Assembly polls”, which are
due in less than six months.

Silence is not normalcy,
says Gupkar alliance

The “unjustified and fre-
quent” raids by agencies
such as the National Investi-
gation Agency and the En-
forcement Directorate on
the leaders seemed to be
aimed at “projecting them
as thieves and criminals in
J&K”, Mr. Tarigami said.

“We will rest our case be-
fore the people of India and
the political parties. We ap-
peal to all that the current
trend of humiliating people
should end. Besides, the
voices are being muzzled. It
has dangerous consequenc-
es for the entire nation.” The
government got unnerved
even by the press conferenc-
es of leaders, he alleged.

Mr. Tarigami accused the
LG (Lieutenant Governor)
administration of depriving
local officers of top posi-
tions in the government.

He  questioned

CcM
K

the

Centre’s claims on develop-
ment, investment and em-
ployment. “They stand ex-
posed. Even people in
Jammu have started feeling
lack of governance and de-
velopment now,” he noted.

The Gupkar alliance also
criticised the move not to is-
sue security clearance to pe-
ople involved in pelting of
stones for passports and
jobs. “Nobody can be de-
prived of their rights until
proved guilty by the court.”

Referring to their de-
mand made during the all-
party meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
June 24, Mr. Tarigami said:
“We want to ask the govern-
ment how many people
have been released. There
are cases where people have
been released by courts af-
ter a decade saying they
were innocent.”

»

Nadda condemns Rane’s arrest -

BJP says action goes against constitutional values, voices support for Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Tuesday came
out strongly in support of
Union Minister Narayan
Rane, who has been arrest-
ed by the Maharashtra pol-
ice after he made comments
against Chief Minister Udd-
hav Thackeray.

The party’s national pre-
sident J.P. Nadda termed the
arrest “a violation of consti-
tutional values”.

Taking to Twitter, Mr.
Nadda said, “The arrest of
Union Minister Narayan
Rane ji by the Maharashtra
government is a violation of
constitutional values. We
will neither be scared nor
suppressed by such action.”

“These people are trou-
bled by the immense sup-
port the BJP is getting in the
Jan-Aashirvad Yatra. We will
continue to fight democrati-
cally, the yatra will conti-
nue,” he added.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra termed the arrest a

Cause and effect: Shiv Sena workers protesting outside Union Minister Narayan Rane's
residence at Juhu in Mumbai on Tuesday. =p1i

“murder of democracy”.

“He must have said some
words which could have
been avoided. But is this the
tolerance of the Uddhav go-
vernment, is this the law,”
Mr. Patra said, addressing a
press conference n New Del-
hi on the issue.

Mr Patra said, “Some mi-
nisters of Maharashtra are

saying that the law has to be
followed, but is there a law
to pelt stones at BJP offices?
Is it law to put people’s lives
at risk? Is it law to file 30-40
FIRs against a minister?"

Mr. Patra referred to cases
registered against Ministers
in the Uddhav Thackeray go-
vernment and compared
them to the precipitate ac-

tion against Mr Rane.

“There are cases against
27 Ministers out of 42 of the
Maharashtra government.
There are allegations of re-
covery on Anil Deshmukh,
there are many allegations
against Anil Parab too. Were
they arrested, did the police
go to their homes,” he
asked.

77 Muzaftarnagar riot cases withdrawn

No reasons were provided, amicus curiae tells Supreme Court in a report

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Seventy-seven cases relating
to the Muzaffarnagar com-
munal riots were withdrawn
by the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment without assigning any
reasons, a report alerted the
Supreme Court.

“The government orders
do not give any reasons for
withdrawal of the case under
Section 321 of Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure. They merely
state that the administration,
after full consideration, has
taken a decision to withdraw
the particular case. Many
such cases relate to offences

of dacoity punishable with
imprisonment for life,” the
Supreme Court’s amicus cu-
riae, senior advocate Vijay
Hansaria, assisted by advo-
cate Sneha Kalita, said in a
report on Tuesday.

Mr. Hansaria said the in-
formation is part of a letter
sent to him by the Uttar Pra-
desh State counsel on August
20.

The letter said 510 cases
relating to the Muzaffarna-
gar riots of 2013 were regis-
tered in five districts of the
Meerut zone against 6,869
accused.

Of this, chargesheets were

BIP plans to play OBC
card in Chhattisgarh

The group has a 50% vote share

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

Among the three States that
the BJP lost in the 2018 set of
Assembly polls, the loss of
Chhattisgarh rankled the
most, as the defeat there,
unlike Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, was more of a
rout. Ever since then, the
party has been on the loo-
kout for a way back into
electoral favour, including
the search for a new leader
in the State, which this time
around appears to be re-
volving around candidates
from the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) community.

Radical measures
According to senior sources
in the party, the loss to the
Congress has led to a radical
set of measures being taken
in terms of organisational
thinking. “Immediately af-
ter the loss of 2018, we had
the general election in 2019,
where the BJP changed all 11
of its candidates and man-
aged to win nine out of the
11. This also led to some
rethink on the question of
leadership going up to the
next Assembly polls,” said
the source.

BJP’s national general se-
cretary in charge of Chhat-
tisgarh, D. Purandareshwa-
ri, and joint general
secretary  (organisation)
Shiv Prakash have made
multiple visits to Chhattis-
garh, with senior party lead-
ers in the State noticing that
leaders of the OBC com-
munity being given
attention.

Ajay Chandrakar, MLA, is
one of the leaders being
paid close attention to as he
is active in the Assembly
and outspoken. Former IAS
officer O.P. Chaudhary, who
took premature retirement
from the civil services to
fight and lose the 2018 polls
on a BJP ticket, is also active
in the interiors of the State,
and is being groomed for an
important role going ahead.
In Chhattisgarh, OBCs make
up nearly 50% of the vote,
with Mr. Chaudhary belong-

L

BJP's plan to not stick with
one face may spell doom for
former CM Raman Singh.

ing to the dominant Aghari-
ya community among them.
Mr. Chandrakar has been a
Minister in former Chief Mi-
nister Raman Singh’s go-
vernment. Leader of the op-
position = Dharam  Lal
Kaushik, belonging to the
Kurmi community, forms
the third part of this trium-
virate of leadership being
pushed by Delhi.

In fact, the senior leader-
ship of the party made it
clear that the next polls may
not be fought around one
face, a development that
many have taken to mean
that it is the end of the road
for Mr. Raman Singh.

Rout analysed

Senior party leaders in
Chhattisgarh said its rout in
the State was analysed, and
while anti-incumbency was
considered one of the main
reasons for the loss, the fact
that the party drew a blank
on OBC support to the Con-
gress due to its promise of
bonus payment on grain
procurement and the lea-
dership of Bhupesh Baghel
belonging to an OBC group
was also an important
factor.

The recent Cabinet resh-
uffle with emphasis on in-
clusion of many faces from
the OBC communities, cou-
pled with the demand for a
caste census and the lifting
of the cap for reservation,
seem to have converged
with the BJP’s reading in
Chhattisgarh, with the party
hoping that one of its OBC
faces may click with people.

filed in 175 cases, final re-
ports were submitted in 165
cases, and 170 cases were
“expunged”.

“Thereafter, 77 cases were
withdrawn by the Uttar Pra-
desh State Government un-
der Section 321 of the CrPC,”
Mr. Hansaria informed the

Supreme Court in the
report.
‘Examine withdrawals’

The amicus curiae urged the
Supreme Court to have the
Allahabad High Court exa-
mine the withdrawal of
these 77 cases by the State
government.

Mr. Hansaria recalled that :
the Supreme Court, on Au- :
gust 10, had specifically or- :
dered that no prosecution :
against sitting or former le- :
gislators should be with- :
drawn without the permis- :

sion of the High Court.

“Withdrawal from prose- :
cution is permissible in pu- :
blic interest and cannot be :
done for political considera- :

tion,” the report said.

“Such application can be
made in good faith, in the in- :
terest of public policy and :
justice and not to thwart or :
stifle the process of law,” the :

report added.

BJD reiterates demand
for caste-based census

It calls for removal of 50% quota cap

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on
Tuesday reiterated its de-
mand for conducting caste-
based census and removal
of 50% ceiling on reserva-
tion. The party said it would
hit the streets to garner peo-
ple’s support on the issue.

The BJD also criticised
the BJP for remaining ‘si-
lent’ on the issue at a time
when its partners in the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
were demanding caste-
based census.

“In the absence of relia-
ble and authentic data
about the exact numbers of
Socially and Educationally
Backward Class or Other
Backward Class population,

Ranendra Pratap Swain

focused programme for wel-
fare of the backward caste
cannot be formulated. The
federal system and legal
concerns have come in the
way of the State government
to address the issue,” said
Ranendra Pratap Swain, se-
nior BJD leader and Food
Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Minister.

Akhilesh didn' offer fial
respects to Kalyan Singh’

He did this to appease Muslims: BJP

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav has come under
the fire from the BJP for not
physically paying his final
respects to former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Ka-
lyan Singh.

Singh, who was the Chief
Minister during the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid in
Ayodhya on December 6,
1992, died aged 89 on Satur-
day evening and was cre-
mated on Monday in Bu-
landshahr by the Ganga.

On Tuesday, senior BJP
OBC leaders accused Mr. Ya-
dav of trying to appease
Muslims by not paying his
respects to Singh, who was
a Lodh Rajput (OBC) and a
key face of the Ram Janmab-
hoomi Temple movement.

Treat colleagues with
respect, Rahul tells Baghel

Chhattisgarh CM, Health Minister Deo meet Cong. leader

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

After Punjab and Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh is the latest
Congress-ruled State that is
witnessing a bitter factional
war playing out in the me-
dia. Tensions have been sim-
mering since June when sup-
porters of Health Minister
T.S. Singh Deo began re-
minding the Congress’s top
leadership of the agreement
to rotate the position of chief

minister.

However, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Bhagel has said the
Chief Minister's post is rotat-
ed only in a coalition govern-
ment, even as he maintained
that he will resign whenever
leadership

the Congress
asked him to.

Mr. Bhagel and Mr. Singh
Deo met former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on

Tuesday. Though both the
Chhattisgarh leaders arrived
simultaneously, Mr. Gandhi
is learnt to have met them
separately. General secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal and All-India Con-
(AICC)
in-charge P.L. Punia were
present at these meetings
that went on for nearly three

gress Committee

hours.

No changes

“Venugopal ji has been en-
trusted the work of resolving
some of the issues that came
up in the meeting,” a source

told The Hindu.

Speaking to a news agen-
cy, Mr.Punia claimed that
“there was no discussion on
a change in leadership in

Chhattisgarh”.

“We met Rahul ji and dis-
cussed in detail the various

schemes undertaken by the
Chhattisgarh Government,”
Mr. Baghel told reporters
outside ~ Mr.  Gandhi's
residence.

Mr. Deo is said to be un-
happy and sources say he
may not continue in Mr.
Baghel’s Cabinet.

The Health Minister is re-
ported to have raised the is-
sue of split tenure as well as
the manner in which he was
treated by the Chief Minister
and Mr. Gandhi is said to
have expressed his displea-
sure over this in his meeting
with Mr. Baghel.

Despite a clean sweep in
Chhattisgarh in the Decem-
ber 2018 Assembly elec-
tions, the Congress had pro-
blems in naming its Chief
Minister, as the top post was
intensely contested by Mr.
Baghel and Mr. Deo.

12-week play-based teaching
module for Class 1 students

NCERT wants to stick with it even after the pandemic

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With schools having been
closed for the last year and a
half due to COVID-19, the
Central government has is-
sued a 12-week play-based
module as a transition aid to
help students ease into phys-
ical classes for the first time.

This preparatory module
should be used for all Class 1
students across the country
even after the pandemic, ac-
cording to the National
Council of Educational Re-
Training
who
prepared the ‘Vidya Pra-

search and
(NCERT) professors

vesh’ module.

“COVID or no COVID, it’s
a fact that there is a huge va-
riety of children coming to
join Class 1in any given year.
Children come with diffe-

Play-based pedagogy is not
practised is 80-90% private
pre-schools.

rent levels of learning and
those who are behind conti-
nue to lag behind,” said one
of the NCERT professors,
who did not wish to be

named.

“This situation is exacer-
bated as well as equalised by
the COVID-19 school clo-

sures,” said another NCERT
professor. “Because of the
pandemic, none of the chil-
dren arriving in Class 1 this
year have been in any sort of
physical classes,” the profes-
sor added.

The ‘Vidya Pravesh’ mo-
dule is meant to bridge the
gaps for these students. .

The module lays out de-
tailed plans, using activities,
games, art integration and
storytelling tools to achieve
three developmental goals.

For children to maintain
good health and well-being,
it includes a focus on physi-
cal and motor development,
socio-emotional  develop-
ment, nutrition, safety, hy-
giene and sanitation.

The other two goals aim
to build the foundations for
literacy and numeracy.

»

Swatantra Dev Singh, BJP
State president, said Mr. Ya-
dav did not come to pay tri-
bute to Kalyan Singh, who
lived barely 1 km from his
residence.

“Did the charm of Mus-
lim vote bank prevent him
from paying tribute to the
biggest leader of the back-
ward castes,” he asked in a
tweet.

Keshav Prasad Maurya,
Deputy CM, said Mr. Yadav
lost the “moral right” to talk
about OBCs by not turning
up to pay his final respects
to Kalyan Singh.

Sachidanand Hari alias
Sakshi Maharaj, MP Unnao
and himself a Lodh, ac-
cused Mr. Yadav of avoiding
the last rites of Kalyan Singh
just to “appease” a “particu-
lar community” for votes.

IN BRIEF
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Three militants killed

in Sopore encounter
SRINAGAR

Three militants were killed in
an operation in north
Kashmir's Sopore on Tuesday.
With this, the number of
militants killed this year so
far has crossed the
100-mark. “They were
affiliated with
Lashkar-e-Taiba's The
Resistance Front,” Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Vijay
Kumar said. One AK 47 rifle
and two pistols were
recovered from the site of
encounter.

Teachers consume poison
outside Eduction Dept.
KOLKATA

Five teachers engaged on
contract allegedly consumed
poison outside the Bikash
Bhawan, the headquarters of
West Bengal Education
Department, on Tuesday. The
primary teachers, all of them
women, were rushed to
hospital. The condition of two
of them are said to be critical.
The teachers had been
seeking regularisation of
service for the past few years.
They also alleged that they
were being transferred to
remote areas after they
participated in protests. The
development triggered a
political war of words
between the TMC and BJP.

Four die in Agra after
drinking spurious liquor
AGRA

Four people have died in two
villages of U.P.s Agra district
allegedly after consuming
suspected spurious liquor,
claimed a village head and
family members of the
victims on Tuesday. Police
said the incident took place
on Monday night in Kaulara
Kalan and Barkula villages
where they have sealed four
liquor shops. The police have
not yet confirmed that deaths
occurred due to consumption
of spurious liquor. The police
identified the victims as
Radhe (42), Anil (34) and
Ramveer (40) of Kaulara Kala
village and Gaya Prasad (50)
of Barkula village. p1i
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Modi, Putin discuss crisis in Atghanistan

National Security Advisers of BRICS nations also met virtually to discuss developments in Kabul

SUHASINI HAIDAR
ANANTH KRISHNAN

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday
discussed charting out a
“coordinated” strategy in Af-
ghanistan, while National Se-
curity Advisers (NSA) from
the five BRICS countries met
virtually to discuss develop-
ments there with a focus on
combating terrorism.

Officials said the Russian
President called Mr. Modi to
discuss developments in Af-
ghanistan, with the two lead-
ers agreeing to set up a “per-
manent bilateral channel”
on the issues arising from
the Taliban takeover.

“Had a detailed and useful
exchange of views with my
friend President Putin on re-
cent developments in Af-
ghanistan,” Mr. Modi tweet-

ed after the 45-minute
conversation.
Among the particular

No request to delist Taliban leaders: o

.—‘d:,

Diplomatic ties: NSA Ajit Doval and other officials during a
virtual meeting of BRICS NSAs in New Delhi. sp1i

areas of concern were ensur-
ing regional security, coun-
tering radicalisation and
spread of “terrorist ideolo-
gy”, and the proliferation of
drugs as a consequence of
the developments, a Russian
Embassy spokesperson said.

These were also issues
that figured as the NSAs from
India, Russia, China, Brazil
and South Africa met virtual-
ly, one of the key meetings in
the lead-up to next month’s
BRICS leaders’ summit,

which India is chairing.

NSA Ajit Doval hosted the
virtual meeting. The Minis-
try of External Affairs said
the meeting “reviewed the
regional and global political
and security scenario with
particular reference to cur-
rent developments in Af-
ghanistan, Iran, West Asia
and the Gulf, and emerging
threats to national security,
such as cybersecurity”.

The meeting also dis-
cussed counter-terrorism,

and India raised “the issue of
cross-border terrorism and
activities of groups such as
the Lashkar-e-Taiba [LeT]
and Jaish-e-Mohammed
[JeM], which enjoy State sup-
port and threaten peace and
security,” it said.

The Ministry added that
the representatives “adopt-
ed and recommended the
BRICS Counter Terrorism
Action Plan”.

On Afghanistan, there do
remain differences within
the grouping, with China
and Russia broadly aligning
their positions.

China and Russia, along
with Pakistan, are among the
few countries that continue
to keep their embassies open
in Afghanistan in contrast to
India, which has evacuated
all diplomatic personnel.

Both Russia and China
continue to maintain their
diplomatic presence in Ka-
bul and have hosted Taliban
delegations on a number of

occasions, most recently by
China on July 28. However,
both are yet to offer recogni-
tion to the new regime.

How far India and Russia
can indeed coordinate their
strategies, as both leaders
discussed on Tuesday, re-
mains to be seen.

Both Indian and Russian
officials said it was signifi-
cant that Mr. Putin reached
out to Mr. Modi directly, indi-
cating the Russian interest in
working with India bilateral-
ly, and multilaterally at the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) and at other
forums like BRICS, despite
the differences between In-
dia and China on the Afghan-
istan issue, and on the role of
Pakistan in facilitating the
Taliban. China’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement
that the BRICS NSA’s meet
was “an important platform
for the five countries to
strengthen political security
cooperation”.

cials

~

Series of September meetings key to decide UNSC stand on takeover in Afghanistan

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

There are no requests from
the United Nations Security
Council’s (UNSC) permanent
members for the delisting of
the Taliban’s top leadership
from sanctions thus far, offi-
cials said here. They also re-
futed reports that the next
meeting of the UN’s 1988
Sanctions Committee, due
next month, would lift res-
trictions on designated ter-
rorists like Sirajuddin Haqqa-
ni and Mullah Baradar.
Sources told The Hindu
that the next meeting of the
Taliban Sanctions Commit-
tee, as the resolution 1988
committee is referred to, is
due to be held in “mid-Sep-
tember”, ahead of an impor-
tant meeting to discuss the
renewal of the mandate of
the UN Assistance Mission in

Papua New

Afghan police securing "ch'r-e siteofa suicide car bomb blast at
the Indian Embassy in Kabulin 2008. =reuters

Afghanistan (UNAMA),
which expires on September
17.

India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN (UNPR),
T.S. Tirumurti, is the Chair-
man of the committee until
December 31 this year, and is
key to deciding the date of
the meetings, and scrutinis-
ing requests to delist the Tali-

ban leaders.

While diplomats from at
least three countries as well
as External Affairs Ministry
officials confirmed that there
were no requests to de-desig-
nate or delist any of the sanc-
tioned 135 individuals and
five entities, they said a deci-
sion was likely to be taken on
whether to extend the spe-

cial travel exemptions given
to 14 Taliban members to
participate in the “peace and
reconciliation efforts”. The
meeting could also discuss
whether to include other Ta-

liban leaders in the
exemptions.
Significant for India

The reports concerning Sira-
juddin Haqgani are signifi-
cant for India as he and the
Haqggani group, founded by
his father Jalaluddin Haqqa-
ni, are wanted for the Indian
Embassy bombings in Kabul
in 2008 and 2009. Around
70 persons were killed in the
attacks.

In November 2012, India
was instrumental, as the
then President of the UN Se-
curity Council, in ensuring
that the Haqgqani group was
designated as a terror entity.

Sirajuddin, deputy to Tali-
ban chief Haibatullah Ak-
hundzada, is now likely to
have considerable influence
in the next government in Af-
ghanistan. His brother Anas
Haqgqgani, who was arrested
in 2014 for financing the
group’s terror attacks and
was released as part of a hos-
tage swap in 2019 from Ba-
gram prison, is now one of
the chief negotiators in go-
vernment formation talks in
Kabul.

This is the first time the
committees would meet af-
ter the Taliban takeover of
Kabul on August 15. The
stand taken by the UNSC
members, particularly the
P-5 — the U.S., Russia, China,
France and the U.K. — would
indicate how they intend to
approach a future Taliban-
led regime in Afghanistan.

India evacuates 77 stranded
persons from Afghanistan

Passengers bring Guru Granth Sahib from gurdwaras

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

A special Air India flight ar-
rived here on Tuesday
morning carrying 77 per-
sons from Kabul, including
46 Afghan Sikhs and Hindus.
The passengers brought Sri
Guru Granth Sahib from
three gurdwaras. They were
evacuated on Monday by an
Indian Air Force flight and
spent the night at Dushanbe
before being airlifted on the
special Air India flight.

Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs V. Muraleedharan
and the Minister for Housing
and Urban Affairs Hardeep
Singh Puri received the Sikh
holy books at the Delhi air-
port.

“Blessed to receive and
pay obeisance to the three
holy Swaroop of Sri Guru
Granth Sahibji from Kabul to
Delhi,” said Mr. Puri after re-
ceiving the holy books.

Puneet Singh Chandhoke,
one of the civil society acti-
vists who has been coordi-
nating with the Ministry of
External Affairs, said the
persons bringing the Sikh
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Warm reception: Union Ministers V. Muraleedharan and
Hardeep Singh Puri at the Delhi airport on Tuesday. =pri

holy books would be taken
in a procession to the Guru
Arjan Devji Gurdwara in the
capital’s Mahavir Nagar.

“Prominent New York-
based entrepreneur Man-
deep Singh Sobti and Param-
jeet Singh Anand, through
their Sobti Foundation, have
undertaken the lifetime reh-
abilitation of these displaced
Afghan nationals in coordi-
nation and guidance of the
Government of India,” Mr.
Chandhoke said.

As a cautionary measure,
in view of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, all the passengers of
the flight have been sent for
mandatory quarantine for a

fortnight at Chhawla camp
in Najafgarh.

India is likely to operate a
few more flights to evacuate
Afghan and stranded Indian
citizens in the coming days,
Mr. Chandhoke noted.

Kabul continued to re-
main tense with hundreds
pouring in from various
parts of Afghanistan at the
airport, which remains un-
der the control of the U.S.
forces. India has maintained
focus on evacuating Sikhs
and Hindus while also help-
ing some of the lawmakers
and officials associated with
the government of President
Ashraf Ghani.

‘Hope Afghan crisis does not
pose challenge to neighbours

India pitches for inclusive, broad-based dispensation in Kabul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday hoped that
the situation in Afghanistan
did not pose a challenge to
its neighbours and the Af-
ghan territory was not used
by terrorist groups such as
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) to threaten other
countries, as it pitched for
an inclusive and broad-
based dispensation in Kabul
that represented all sections
of Afghan society.

In his address at a special
session of the UN Human
Rights Council on the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Indian
Ambassador to the UN in Ge-
neva Indra Mani Pandey said
a “grave” humanitarian cri-
sis was unfolding in the
country and everyone was
concerned about the in-
creasing violations of funda-
mental rights of the Afghan
people.

He said India hoped that
the situation stabilised soon,
and the parties concerned

addressed the humanitarian
and security issues.

“We also hope that there
is an inclusive and broad-
based dispensation that re-
presents all sections of Af-
ghan society. Voices of Af-
ghan women, aspirations of
Afghan children and the
rights of minorities must be
respected,” he said.

“A broad-based represen-
tation would help the arran-
gement gain more accepta-
bility and legitimacy,” he
added.

‘Canada outreach imperils Sikh
evacuation from Afghanistan’

Foundation, who has been coor-
dinating the evacuation process
from Kabul, said the Canadian at-
tempt to take Sikhs out of Afghan-
istan has put the Indian initiative
at risk. “At least 210 Sikhs remain
in Kabul... A part of the group has

Kerala State IT Mission (KSITM), KA

J*:;F Department of Information Technology, - |
Government of Kerala sion

Saankethika, Vrindavan Gardens, Pottakkuzhi, Pattom P.O, 1

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala-695004
Tel: 0471-2525444, Email ID: stdcpres.ksitm@kerala.gov.in

Tender Notice
Tender No: CPRCS,/91,/2021-KSITM Dated: 24/08,/2021
Kerala State IT Mission invites TENDER FOR THE “SUPPLY AND

MAINTENANCE OF STUDENTS LAPTOPS (BASE & HIGHER MODEL),
TABLETS AND CHROMEBOOKS FOR ENSURING DIGITAL EDUCATION

% GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
) WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com
Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 03 / 2021-22
. The Chief Engineer (World Bank Project), Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha

invites percentage rate bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible
contractors for construction of Road & Bridge works as detailed below :

. Nature of work : Bridge / Road works

. No. of work : 05 nos.

. Tender Cost : Rs.10,000.00 (on-line)

. Class of Contractor © Work at S1.01 - Super Class Contractor
Work at S1.02, 03 & 05 - Special/Super Class Contractor
Work at SI. 04 - A/Special Class Contractor

Guinea bans
India flights

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PORT MORESBY

Papua New Guinea indefi-
nitely banned flights from
India on Tuesday and ac-
cused the country’s diplo-

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

An outreach from the Canadian
government towards the Sikhs of
Afghanistan has jeopardised In-
dia’s ongoing operation to evac-
uate stranded persons, said a civil

a b WN

mats of “deception” over society leader. gone into the refugee centre run T0 STUDENTS”. Bids shall be accepted only through online at 6. Available of bid document : From 10.00 AM of 25.08.2021 to 5.00 PM of 14.09.2021
apparent breaches to CO- Vikramijit Singh Sahney, entre- by Canada, which is creating pro- | o . in the website ,
VID-19 travel rules reneur and chairman of Sun blems for coordination,” he said etenders.kerala.gov.in and no manual submission of the same will 7. Date of opening of Bid ~ : Dt.15.09.2021 at 11.30 AM

i p ? : be entertained. Detailed Notification and bid documents may be 8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen

The nation’s top CO-
VID-19 official said in an act
of deliberate “deception”,
India’s High Commission
helped dozens of unauth-
orised travellers, some CO-
VID-19 positive, to arrive in
Papua New Guinea. A repa-

from the website : https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum /
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

Chief Engineer, World Bank Project, Odisha.
Govern_ment of India OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR
Office of the B-326: OIPR-34003/11/0007/2122 |

Principal Chief Commissioner of Income Tax
o
idco ®DisHA

downloaded from http://etenders.kerala.gov.in/nicgep/app.

RAJASTHAN STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

& INVESTMENT CORPORATION LTD.
(A Rajasthan Government Undertaking)
Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302005, Phone- 0141-2227751, 4593201
Fax: 0141-4593210 E-mail: riico@riico.co.in Website-www.riico.co.in

TENDER NOTICE

RIICO invites sealed tenders/bids costing more than Rs 2.00 Lacs through
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for the following works/services/supply etc.

3" Floor, Aayakar Bhavan, Maharshi Karve Road, Mumbai - 400 020.
Date: 25-08-2021

P ‘ : T v T
triation charter flight from MY Name of Work Cost (e bacs) NOTICE NEW OPPORTUNITIES
1. |UnitHead, Udaipur

India arrived in Papua New
Guinea on Tuesday with 111
persons on board, 30 more
than the number ap-
proved, the officials said.

Reference is invited to the advertisement published in
various newspapers on 08.07.2021 whereby the
process for recruitment of sportspersons to various
posts in the Income-tax Department, Mumbai Region
was initiated by calling for applications from eligible
candidates.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&C)
IDCO, IDCO TOWERS, JANPATH, BHUBANESWAR - 751022
Tender Call Notice No. IDCO/H.0./P&C/EST/E-1711/03/2021/ 13507 Dated : 19.08.2021
NOTICE INVITING TENDER UNDER NATIONAL COMPETITIVE

1.1 | Providing and Fixing of Paving Tiles along roads of Mewar Industrial Area,
Udaipur. UBN-RDC2122WSOB00651

Unit Head, Raj;

2.1 | Construction of Drains & Approaches at Ind Area Baggad, Rajsamand.
UBN-RDC2122WSOB00663

Bidders/contractors may download and submit tender online. Detailed information of tenders|
and any kind of corrigendum/ date extension, if any in future, may be seen by bidders on
websites www.riico.co.in and www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

For queries please contact: Sr. DGM (Civil) Ph. 0141—4593212

221.40

338.76

BIDDING THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT

1. Name of the Work
2. Estimated Cost

Raj.Samwad/C/21/5140 : Construction of CDP proposed road at Ramdaspur, Barang, Cuttack

: Rs.373.26 lakh (Approx.)
In this connection, it is hereby intimated that the

3. Period of Completion : 06 (Six) Calendar months.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

WN{iT[ZA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

MPEDA-RGCA Govt. of India Unit-1: Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu Competent Authority has cancelled the recruitment 4. Other details
7 ' ' —__ Ph:04324-277001 (10Lines) rocess. However, a fresh recruitment process will be . . — . —
invites sealed tenders from Unit-2: Mondipatti - 621 306. Trichy District, Tamil Nadu iFr)witiated shortly ’ P P'°°“'9Te"t°ff'°e' Bid 'D/Te"de;fefe"enceNO- Avallab"';y°fTender0n-Lmeft;rB-ddmg
s Ph.: 04332 - 261600 .
Reputed and EX?EI”IG nced NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Kartik Saresa, L.R.S.) Chief General Manager | Bid ID/Tender Reference 31.08.2021 15.09.2021
G (P&C), IDCO, IDCO | No. P&C/EST/E-19/2021-22 at up to

Contractors for the Civil Work | | [Tender No. Description Due date b Commissi o Tax(H Towere, Bhubaneswar: 16.00Hrs iy
at Ramanathapuram and 212213 | Procurement of Multi Colour Laminated Wrapper | 46 09 2021 eputy Commissioner of Income Tax (HQ) - .

E p : : 002614 | Reels of various sizes - 486MT o Personnel. Mumbai Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal, www.tendersodisha.gov.in
ThQ 0 th u ku d[ D|St”Ct54 Th e 212223 | 90 GSM Plain Kraft Reels & Sheets of various sizes 15.00.2021 ! ang Corrigendum if ar:y will not b(;—: publidshid in newspapg}rs and (;an only be seen in the

. i . .09. e-Procurement portal www.tendersodisha.gov.in and www.idco.in.
BOQ and detalls Of {he 001144 | in24 BF. Qty: Reels- 372 MT & Sheets - 582 MT 1
e liqgi b| lit c ri ter | a are .| 212213002614 - purchase.packing@tnpl.co.in BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE CAD-972 8d/- Chief General Manager (P&C), IDCO, Bhubaneswar
gl y Email: | 212223001144 - purchasepacking.u2@tnpl.co.in B Office of the Executive Engineer, Project Division, — OIPR-14003/11/0055/2122
pu blished in the RGCA Detailed terms and conditions,Qty, TenderlFee, EMD, efc., are available in tender West Zone, Office of the Joint Commissioner By £ Maile-Despateh
. " document at our websites : www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in. (West) Premises, 2nd Floor, Sampige Road il 1ID: in: Ph-N "

. . . r . - ’ ’ ’ E_Mail ID: serw_balasore@yahoo.in; Ph-No-06782/260318

website www rgeR.coan DIPR/2498/Tender/2021 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper Sheshadripuram, Bengaluru-560 020 Balia,Balasore

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

Identification No.- Online Tender- Bridge N.C.B. No. 299
Letter No: - 2932/WE Date: -17.08.2021
. Name of the Work
. Total No. of Work
. Estimated Cost

Eligible Class of
Contactor

No.: EE(P-W)/PR/363/2021-22 Date: 24.08.2021

CORRIGENDUM NOTIFICATION

Ref: 1) Tender Notification No.: EE/P-W/TEND/12/2021-22
Date: 22.07.2021.

The tender invited through e-procurement for the work

of comprehensive development and construction of

Multipurpose building and Public Toilet and other

improvement works at Ward No. 101 at Rajajinagar

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION KALABURAGI
Central Office: Purchase Department, Sarige Sadana, Main Road, Kalaburagi-585102

“E”- AUCTION NOTICE

Scrap Materials available at KKRTC will be sold through e- Auction on Karnataka,
eproc. Portal.
The e-Auction schedule is as under:-

: Bridge Work (Balance Work)
: 01 No. (One)
: Rs.1275.00 Lakhs (Approximately)

: ‘Special’ Class & ‘Super ‘ Class, (of Odisha PW.D.) or relevant Class of other
licensing authorities (as per annexure)

MO N S

1) Date of e-Auction notification : 18.08.2021, 2) Last date to upload tender Constituency Package 03 has been extended due to technical 5. Period of completion : 24 (Twenty Four) Calendar Months for the work.
documents in the e-portal: 07.09.2021, 3) Live bidding date : 15.09.2021. reasons. The extended dates shall be read as under. 6. Other Details -
) : : . i . i ilabili Date & Time of Openi
Thelnterestgd Bidders may log on to https:// eproc.karnataka.gov.ln or contact to The fmodlﬁeq Qalen;i? of .E)I/:nts.z (;')l Last f_ate and brocurement Identli;flidcation l:;f:::ianbell;;y’::‘;:il:ldger Iia;.(n?:; olaT:nde:T:glo 393'29
cospnekrtc@gmail.com or support@helpdesk.com for further details. They may also time for submission of Tender: 14.09.2021 upto 4:00 p.m. Officer No. From T king |__R-W.Circle, Balasore
contact Stores and purchase department, KKRTC, at bellow mentioned address for (2) Date and time of opening of Tender: 16.09.2021 at 4:30 Tender Cla- | Techmical | Financial
needful clarification p-m. (3) Date and time of opening of Financial Bid: Financial rification Bid Bid
, . ' bids will be opened after approval of Technical bid. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Address: Kalyana Karnataka Road Transport Corporation Central Offices, Stores & Sdl-, Executive Engineer, Chief Construction| N.c.B. | 01.09.2021 | 22.09.2021 | 21.09.2021 | 23.09.2021 |  Will be
Purchase Department, Sarige Sadana, Main Road, Kalaburagi-585102 Mob. No- . . X Engineer, Rural Works | No.-299 at Upto Upto at intimated
’ ’ ’ Project Division, West Zone, BBMP Circle, Balasore. 11.00A.M. | 5.00 P.M. | 5.00 .M. | 11.00 A.M. later

7760686172/7760992029

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE ® Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

. Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases o GFeet | o k. Maintai
DIPR/Kalaburagi/568/MC&A/2021-22 @ @ \'alea{ ‘ 'I Follow Physical ll ‘ é Mﬂla':::m . S/d:- Er.P.K.Sahoo, Chief Construction Engineer, R.W.Circle, Balasore.
as Distancing > Hygiene Q-561: OIPR-25105/11/0013/2122
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Experts seek faster pace of vaccination

They also highlight the need to follow COVID-appropriate behaviour and keep complacency at bay

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The complacency in peo-
ple’s behaviour early this
year was one of the major
reasons for the severe se-
cond COVID-19 wave, say ex-
perts. Also, with only 15% of
the eligible population fully
vaccinated so far, “if the in-
fection spreads uncontrolla-
bly, it will give the virus an
opportunity to mutate more.
These mutations can change
its characteristics — it can be-
come less or more transmis-
sible or virulent,” cautioned
Gitanjali Batmanabane, Di-
rector of AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar.

She said that the only way
to contain the virus spread
was by following COVID-19
appropriate behaviour at all
times.

Ramji Singh, Director of
AIIMS, Kalyani, West Bengal,
said, “Any carelessness dur-

Delhi
221%

Double dose | In four States,
fewer than 10% adults have got
both the doses of the vaccine

CHIEIEE Uttar Pradesh
22.5%
6.8% Bihar
7.5%
Jharkhand
9%
Maharashtra
15.7%
Andhra
Pradesh Igl?‘g:' ne % adults who
12.7% ' have received
: Tamil Nadu both doses
Karnataka Kerala 9.9% H5-10 m11-15
18.7% 24.2% 16-20 H>20

ing the coming festivals or
during the opening up may
lead to a sudden surge in the
number of cases. Though the
daily positivity rate has been
less than 3% for the last 23
days, the upcoming festivals
may help the virus to surge,
jeopardising our gain in con-
trolling the pandemic.”

EPFO appeal goes
to larger SC Bench

Dispute linked to amendments

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

A Division Bench of the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday re-
ferred to a larger Bench an
appeal filed by the Em-
ployees Provident Fund Or-
ganisation (EPFO) challeng-
ing a decision of the Kerala
High Court, which set aside
amendments to “determina-
tion of pensionable salary”
under the Employees Pen-
sion Scheme (EPS) 0f 1995 as
“ultra vires”.

A Bench of Justices U.U.
Lalit and Ajay Rastogi found
that an authoritative deci-
sion on the question of law
concerning the amend-
ments should be made in
consideration with a 2016
decision of another two-
judge Bench of the Supreme
Court in the R.C. Gupta
case. Justice Lalit’s Bench
said a larger Bench of at
least three judges should
consider the appeal against
the background of the “go-
verning principles” laid
down in the R.C. Gupta
case, which “go to the root
of the matter” in this
appeal.

The appeal was referred
to the Chief Justice of India
for forming a larger Bench.

The dispute revolves
around the controversial
amendments made to
Clause 11(3) of the EPS-1995.

Challenges to the EPS
amendments said they were
skewed. The people who
challenged the amendments
came from all walks of life
and work. They sought a
more secure life with decent
pension.

In the earlier version of
EPS-1995, the maximum
pensionable salary cap was
36,500. However, members

whose salaries exceeded
this cap could opt, along
with their employers, to
contribute up to 8.33% of
their actual salaries.

Raising of cap
The amendments raised the
cap from 36,500 to 15,000.
But the amendments said
only employees, who were
existing EPS members as on
September 1, 2014, could
continue to contribute to
the pension fund in accor-
dance with their actual sal-
aries. They were given a
window of six months to opt
for the new pension regime.
However, the changed
pension regime introduced
through the amendments
meant that someone who
became an EPS member af-
ter September 1, 2014 would
not get pension on a par
with his or her actual salary.
“That is, even if your sal-
ary is 1 lakh, you will get
pension only for a salary
%15000,” advocate Nishe Ra-
jen Shonker, for the main
respondents, explained.
The case concerns thou-
sands of employees and
pensioners who draw mere-
ly 32,000 or %,3000 as pen-
sion. The EPFO has argued
in favour of the amend-
ments, saying the High
Court had not only defeated
the “object and purpose of
EPS-1995 but will also pre-
judice the interests of the
lower waged employees”.

The warning assumes
greater importance given
that a majority of the popula-
tion, which is not completely
vaccinated, continues to be
vulnerable to a potential
third wave.

“India has provided one
COVID vaccination dose to
45.6 crore people, that is

49% of the adult population
of about 94 crore, and two
doses to 13.28 crore people,
that is 14% of the adult popu-
lation,” NITI Aayog member
(Health) V.K. Paul told The
Hindu.

Gagandeep Kang, leading
virologist and Professor at
the Christian Medical Col-
lege, Vellore, spoke about
the need for a quicker pace
of vaccination.

Priority groups

She said, “We should be try-
ing to get as high as possible,
as fast as possible. Unfortu-
nately with supply being li-
mited, we can only move at
the pace which supply dic-
tates. But within supply, we
need to prioritise vulnerable
groups and we have not been
monitoring coverage by
priority groups beyond
healthcare and frontline
workers. I am told that by

last week only 60% of those
above 60 years have been
reached with one dose of
vaccine and 30% with two
doses and that is really low
given that we started to vac-
cinate them on March 1.”

Dr. Kang also stressed bet-
ter tracking. “Pregnant wo-
men need coverage as priori-
ty group 2, according to the
World Health Organisation
[WHO]. I think we are alrea-
dy seeing some impact of the
vaccines, but we need better
tracking. We need at least
75% coverage in priority
groups with both doses be-
fore we move to new
groups.”

The Ministry noted that
more than 57.15 crore doses
have been provided to the
States and Union Territories
so far through the Central go-
vernment’s free-of-cost
channel and through direct
State procurement category.

Govt. selling India’s crown

jewels, says Rahul Gandhi

He denounces the National Monetisation Pipeline

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi govern-
ment is selling India’s
“crown jewels”, built over
the past 70 years with public
money, to help three or four
people, former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi said
about the National Monetisa-
tion Pipeline (NMP) on
Tuesday.

Addressing a press confe-
rence along with former Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidamba-
ram, Mr. Gandhi said the
NMP is “designed to create
monopolies through privati-
sation” and will eventually

A-G slams
acquittal in
POCSO case

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Attorney-General K.K. Ve-
nugopal in the Supreme
Court on Tuesday
slammed the Bombay High
Court’s decision to acquit a
man charged with assault
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act (POCSO) solely
on the ground that he
groped the child over her
clothes without ‘skin-to-
skin’ contact.

“Someone can wear a
surgical glove and exploit a
child and get away scot-
free... This is an outrage-
ous order,” Mr. Venugopal
exclaimed.

The court scheduled the
case for hearing on Sep-
tember 14.

Rahul Gandhi and P.
Chidambaram

take away jobs from the
youth. He said job reserva-
tions would be impacted by
the privatisation.

“The Prime Minister and
the BJP (Bharatiya Janata
Party) used to say that the
Congress Party has done

nothing in 70 years. There is
a list here of all the assets
that the Congress Party
helped build. These assets
have been built using public
money, thousands and thou-
sands of crores of rupees,
over the last 70 years. Now,
the Prime Minister is in the
process of selling the crown
jewels of this country,” Mr.
Gandhi told reporters.

Mr. Chidambaram said,
“You don’t embark upon
this exercise without consul-
tation with stakeholders...
This is all hatched in secrecy
in this wonderful organisa-
tion call NITI Aayog.”

e THE HINDU

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021

[n a first, Army receives hand
orenades from private sector

Technology from the DRDO was sourced in 2016

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Marking a first in ammuni-
tion supply by the private
sector to the Army, Nagpur-
based Economic Explosives
Limited (EEL) handed over
the first batch of Multi-Mode
Hand Grenades (MMHG) on
Tuesday.

“The first batch of MMHG
manufactured by EEL fol-
lowing Transfer of Technolo-
gy from Terminal Ballistics
Research Laboratory of De-
fence Research & Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO),
was handed over to the Ar-
my in the presence of De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
in Nagpur,” a Defence Minis-
try statement said.

The EEL had taken the
technology from DRDO in
2016, the statement said.

e €

Rajnath Singh with a
replica of the hand grenade
from EEL.

“Extensive trials were suc-
cessfully undertaken by the
Army and Directorate Gen-
eral of Quality Assurance
(DGQA) in 2017-18 in plains,
deserts and high altitudes

Cong. tarnishing efforts
to fill state coffers: Irani

Minister reacts to Rahul’s remarks

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Smriti Irani
took on Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi over his criti-
cism of the government’s
monetisation programme,
stating that the party was
“upset” that India will make
%6 lakh crore from that exer-
cise. She reiterated that the
Congress was trying to tar-
nish the Centre’s image for
working to fill state coffers
transparently while keeping
them secure from the “rob-
bers” of the opposition
party.

In a personal attack, the
Minister said: “This man’s
(Rahul Gandhi) politics be-
gins with hypocrisy, is sus-

tained through arrogance
and ends with contempt,”
adding that the Congress
leader on Tuesday dis-
played all of it.

Recalls UPA decisions
She pointed out that the
coalition government in
Maharashtra, of which the
Congress is a member, had
monetised the Mumbai-
Pune  Expressway for
8,000 crore, asking if Mr.
Gandhi’s charge meant it
had sold the asset. The UPA
government at the Centre
had floated an RFP in 2008
regarding the New Delhi
Railway Station and started
airport privatisation in
2006, Ms Irani said.

S-400 air defence deal on track: Rostec

Russian official
confident of
continuing ties

DINAKAR PERI
MOSCOW

In the last three years, since
2018, the defence trade bet-
ween India and Russia was
$15 billion because of some
big ticket defence deals, said
Victor N. Kladov, Head of In-
ternational Cooperation and
Regional Policy of Rostec
state corporation.

The S-400 air defence sys-
tems deal, for which deliver-
ies are scheduled to begin in
a few months, was on sche-
dule, Mr. Kladov said, while
downplaying the threat of
U.S. sanctions under CAAT-
SA (Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act).

“Indian

government

Indian government stands very
firm in protecting national
interests... Since getting S-400
is very important to enhance
national air defence, definitely

India will continue implementing

this contract
VICTOR N. KLADOV, HEAD OF

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND

REGIONAL POLICY OF ROSTEC

stands very firm in protect-
ing national interests... Since
getting S-400 is very impor-
tant to enhance national air
defence, definitely India will
continue implementing this
contract,” Mr. Kladov said in
a conversation with The Hin-
du at the ongoing Army 2021
exhibition.

Stating that CAATSA was
not targeted against Russia
but against third countries
cooperating with Russia, Mr.

Kladov said it was for the In-
dian side to decide “how to
protect itself”.

“When it comes to our
side, we are very helpful. For
instance, we protect our
banking systems by doing
payments in national curren-
cies,” he said.

Mr. Kladov said they had
no problems as far as pay-
ments are concerned. “At ev-
ery stage of the contract,
there is an instalment pay-

ment. We are moving
smoothly because we are
getting instalment
payments.”

As reported by The Hindu
earlier, deliveries of S-400
long range air defence sys-
tems are scheduled to begin
by November.

Air Force trained

“One team of Indian Air
Force (IAF) officials has been
trained in Russia to operate
the system and a second
team is being trained now,”
said Vyacheslav K. Dzirkaln,
Deputy Director General for
foreign economic activities
of Almaz Antey, which ma-
nufactures the S-400, on the
sidelines of Army 2021.

In October 2018, India
and Russia signed a $5.43 bil-
lion deal for five S-400 regi-
ments despite objections
from the United States.

over summer and winter,” it
stated.

The MMHG grenades will
replace Grenade No. 36 of
World War I vintage design
still in service. The EEL had
signed a contract with the
Ministry of Defence on Oc-
tober 1, 2020 to supply 10
lakh modern hand grenades
to the Army and Air Force.
The deliveries will be spread
over two years from the bulk
production clearance,
which was accorded to EEL
in March 2021, the statement
added.

Talking of the initiative of
technology transfer to In-
dustries by DRDO, Mr. Singh
said that this was being un-
dertaken free of cost, while
providing access to testing
facilities and over 450 pa-
tents.

Govt. website
removes
culture page

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
FVVDELHI

The entire section on In-
dian “culture and heritage”
of a government-run web-
site was erased on Tues-
day, a day after the descrip-
tion of the Mughal empire
as “one of the greatest”,
was removed from it fol-
lowing some protests on
Twitter.

As reported by The Hin-
du, the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) on
Monday deleted the para-
from its KnowIndia.gov.in
site.

On Tuesday, the culture
section, which had the in-
formation on Mughals, was
no longer available.

Akademi
awards for
Pillai, Mishra

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Sahitya Akademi on
Tuesday named authors
Yashodhara Mishra and
Omcherry N.N. Pillai as the
winners of the 2020
awards for their works in
Odia and Malayalam,
respectively.

Ms. Mishra has been se-
lected for her work Samu-
drakula Ghara and Mr. Pil-
lai for his work
Akasmikam: Omcheriyute
Ormmakkurippukal, a
statement said.

Both winners would re-
ceive a “casket containing
an  engraved copper
plaque” and cheques of 31
lakh at a formal ceremony
to be held at a later date,
the statement added.
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Never go off the grid. SCANTO PLAY SUDOKU
Conquering rajas, tamas

Mo E43E
We are digital now. Come solve online.
TH C E o E S m o E D . 13335 @ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn ;%

(set by Gussalufz) =

7 7 3 7 G 5 7 3 16 One’s late looking for a bite (6) : -1 6 2 8 In Srimad Bhagavatam, Lord Krishna explains the three gu-
19 Country’s leader of Republicans is back, protected by another country (6) nas to Uddhava, said P.T. Seshadri in a discourse. A person
20 Civil misconduct (exceptionally rude!) caused grief (8) 3 who has sattva guna is always awake. Even when it seems as
9 10 23 Head off to sea, finally, with maiden (4) if he is asleep, he is actually meditating on the Lord. One

with rajas has many dreams when he sleeps. The one with
tamas has deep sleep. Uddhava wants to know what he

25 Chart showing real range of cycling choices around European city (10)
28 Lecture about mask (5)

N~

NP |0 (O

29 Macs with Cortana malfunctioning without one basic component of Siri (9) : 7 "I 5 should do to reach the feet of Lord Krishna. Krishna replies
13 30 Returning without covering the greatest mineral-rich lakes? (7) : % that th(?se W_ith sattva guna will reach a higher loka. Thos.e
- — — - 31 Crores made by good merchants (7) 8 9 £ with rajas will be reborn as humans. If the guna of tamas is
g predominant in a man, naraka is guaranteed for him, and
18 = DOWN : E once he has paid for his karma in naraka, he will be reborn

1 Boys reportedly getting marijuana in faraway cool area (7) : 3 6 g as an animal, bird or plant.
19 20 2 2 Movement spanning Virgil, Cicero, Byron, Coleridge, and Shelley (9) : 3 Krishna says that if a person thinks of the Lord at the time
22 3 Some assassin in Japan (5) : 1 2 6 9 s of death, he will reach His feet. We see how the story of Ja-
— — — — 4 My API's designed using Unix/Linux conventions (8) 2 5 8 & dabharata illustrates that worldly affections undo the good
5 Appointment where model is drawn? (6) g effects of tapas. Jadabharata knew the value of detachment

27 6 Imitation of one has come up regularly (4)
7 Because greed or lust leads to corruption, eventually (5)

and moved to a forest to do penance. One day, he happened
to rescue a newborn deer. He took it to his ashram and cared

DIFFICULTY RATING: Yt e s’y

] %
8 Bus is close by, heading to township at outskirts of Lahore (7) . . . for it. In course of time, the deer became the centre of his
13 New Zealand cricketer called for run (4) Solution to puzzle 13334 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku life, and he could not concentrate on his tapas. Even when
30 31 15 Send husband to fill drink (4) M[ Te PR 3/8'6/2/715/119/4 he died, his thoughts were about the deer. Because his last
17 Block uncontrolled access to club... i.e., card properly! (9) : E R 2 ! g S 5 B : D E = g 7111219/3/4/5/8/6 thoughts were not about the Supreme One, all his penance

m ACROSS 18 Spooner calling out pitch section with uneven movement (8) ¢ [A[T[R[T{uM[_[u]L[T[E[R[1]0[R 1 e e went to waste and he did not attain liberation.
1 Mister, after downing one, signs contracts (7) 19 Concentrate again and correct course, admitting a little failure (7) : . ﬁ S 2 é S :: - : = $ | 3 - 459/118/6(2 3|7 Krishna says even food habits can be classified as sattvic,
5 Still wearing extremely painful small suits? (7) 21 Doctor sees fractured top of shoulder and bandages (7) : Yo ) E 8917|5/1/3|6/4|2 rajasic and tamasic. That which has been offered to the
9 Identify those responsible as mean men going berserk (4,5) 22 Peculiar actions of fast bowlers employing the middle part of arm for a bit = HIEIA ‘é Y : AIN|D (E: D - 621 4& _7 358 i LOI"d, and that which is gooq fOl‘. Ol}r hea'lth is Satt'ViC food.
10 Adherent of church in Dublin (5) of chucking (6) © [clolnslclRlelTIsI Tsinjols| |14 316(2/8[711|9] Eating what the tongue likes is rajasic. Eating what is baq for
11 Greek god with horns and claws, hiding an egg in baggy attire (10) 24 One by one, receives two introductions to algebra, involving X/Y (5) oS s [N ATV (21378|7/4/1]9/6|5] one'g health and eating that‘whlch is not offered to Go.d ista-
12 Crooked tendency (4) 26 Somewhat not certain about front page? (5) T !'E R g M /L S g 3 ¢ ’; R ﬁ E 9 8 4 3 5 2 8 7111 masic. He who conquers rajas and tamas, who worships the
14 Model is suffering quietly in a state of panic (8) 27 Temper bottled up by “positive India” (4) s|plo[N[G|E[[c[A[N[T[N]E 1-]? 5 869 4 2 —3 E Lord in archa form and spends his entire life meditating on

Gl Ie y[e r the Lord will attain moksha.

C% ) .o ) A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021

Taliban must guarantee safe passage: G7

British PM Boris Johnson says the leaders have agreed on a road map for engaging with Afghanistan

Stop airlifting skilled
Afghans, Taliban tell US.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

The Taliban must “guaran-
tee” safe passage for those
fleeing Afghanistan beyond
the current August 31 evac-
uation deadline, the G7
agreed on Tuesday, accord-
ing to British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

Mr. Johnson, who con-
vened the emergency meet-
ing, said that he and his col-
leagues had agreed to “a
road map for the way in
which we’re going to engage
with the Taliban” in future.

But he added that the
“number one condition” was
“to guarantee... through Au-
gust 31 and beyond, a safe
passage for those who want
to come out”.

The U.K. chaired the
emergency talks among the
group of wealthy countries
on Tuesday, saying it would
urge Mr. Biden to extend his
August 31 deadline to pull
American forces out of Af-

! |
v

Safety first: Members of the British and U.S. armed forces

—_

evacuating people at Kabul airport. =arp

ghanistan. France also called
on Washington to push back
the timeline.

However, Mr. Biden decid-
ed after the G7 talks that he
would stick to the deadline,
U.S. media reported.

Britain’s Defence Secre-
tary Ben Wallace said earlier
on Tuesday it was “unlikely”
evacuations from Afghanis-
tan would be extended
beyond August 31.

INTERVIEW | SAAD MOHSENI

‘Situation under control of Taliban’

India can play a crucial role in Afghanistan, says the media entrepreneur

SHAJAHAN MADAMPAT

Chairman and chief execu-
tive of the media conglomer-
ate MOBY GROUP, which op-
erates in South Asia, Central
Asia, West Asia and Africa,
Saad Mohseni is Afghanis-
tan’s topmost media entre-
preneur. Named by Time
Magazine as one of the 100
most influential people in
the world, by Foreign Policy
magazine as among 100 Glo-
bal Thinkers, and by the BBC
as one of the 10 men globally
championing gender equali-
ty, Mohseni has modernised
the media scene in Afghanis-
tan over the past 20 years.
Excerpts:

How is the situation outside
Kabul?

m Panjshir Valley has seen
some clashes. The opposi-
tion forces there seem to
have helicopters flying in
and out of the Kabul airport.
They are not totally sur-
rounded by the Taliban and
can get ammunition and
supplies via helicopters.
There have also been clashes
in the east of the country, in-
volving the Islamic State.
There have been some civil
disturbances, people prot-
esting and coming out onto
the streets. But generally
speaking, the situation
seems to be pretty much un-
der the control of the
Taliban.

Have you been speaking to
any major political players in
the past couple of weeks,
particularly the Taliban?

m We talk to everyone regu-
larly — former President Ha-
mid Karzai, Abdullah Abdul-
lah, other government

officials. We also speak to the
Taliban obviously.

We are trying to figure out
what are the best ways of en-
gaging with this new move-
ment that is going to take
charge.

You own and run a lion’s
share of media in
Afghanistan. What are your
concerns right now, as an
entrepreneur who has
invested heavily in the media
in Afghanistan?

m I think continuity of what
we have been doing for 20
years in the same way is our
main concern. The lives and
well-being of our staff are ve-
ry important for us. A lot of
our staff members are leav-
ing or have left. In terms of
continuity, it is important for
us to keep broadcasting and
reporting on facts as we have
done so far. We would like to
remain the truth tellers that
we have been, championing
the narratives and values
that are important to us,
such as women’s rights, free-
dom of expression and mi-
nority rights.

Have you received any clear
assurance from the Taliban
that they would not interfere
with the way you run your
media outlets?

m Yes. They have visited us,
were interviewed by us. As a
matter of fact, their deputy
cultural commissioner was
on our morning programme.
They came to our station
two days ago (Saturday) and
gave us verbal assurances.

Are you seeing any signs that
Taliban 2.0 will be more
benign, inclusive, and
tolerant?

The G7 leaders also
agreed that the Taliban
would be “held accountable
for their actions on prevent-
ing terrorism, on human

rights in particular those of

women, girls and minorities
and on pursuing an inclusive
political settlement in Af-
ghanistan”, according to a
statement issued by Mr.
Johnson’s Downing Street
office.

India’s blunder was
that it supported
individuals rather
than Afghanistan

C

m It is mixed, but overall the
signs are good. This could be
just a strategy to win over
support both domestically
and internationally. But the
signs are more positive be-
cause there is a realisation
among the senior members
of the Taliban that the coun-
try has changed.

You have to remember
that the Afghan population,
which was 21 million, is now
35 million, an increase of
70%.

Sixty-five per cent of the
population is under the age
of 20, and these people nev-
er experienced a Taliban-
type rule. They use social
media, and are techno-sav-
vy, including young foot sol-
diers of the Taliban.

How inclusive can a Taliban
establishment get?

m They have a constituency
that will demand a more
conservative approach. They
have to balance that with a
world that expects more
moderate, more liberal poli-
cies.

I think one of the reasons
why it is important for peo-
ple to engage, including your
government, is because

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

The Taliban on Tuesday
urged skilled Afghans not to
flee the country, as the new
rulers of  Afghanistan
warned the U.S. and its NA-
TO allies they would not ac-
cept an extension to a loom-
ing evacuation deadline.

A spokesman for the Isla-
mist group told America to
stop taking “Afghan ex-
perts” such as engineers
and doctors out of the coun-
try. “This country needs
their expertise. They should
not be taken to other coun-
tries,” Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid told a
press conference in Kabul.

European nations have
said they would not be able
to airlift at-risk Afghans be-

there is this window to work
with them so that they do
have an inclusive approach.

Who are the Taliban in terms
of demographics?

m The senior leadership has
always been predominantly
from the greater Kandahar
area. What they have at-
tempted to do of late is to in-
clude others. They made in-
roads into the Tajiks and the
Uzbeks. The result of that
was a total collapse of the
North in their favour. The
Kandahar Taliban are still
the dominant ones, and they
are seen as more conserva-
tive, and perhaps more inde-
pendent of Pakistan, unlike,
say, the Hagqani network. So
we will perhaps see this tug
of war within the Taliban as
to which group will prevail
ultimately.

India is nowhere in the
picture as far as Afghanistan
is concerned. How do you
look at it?
m India’s blunder was that it
supported individuals rather
than Afghanistan. They dou-
bled down on a few indivi-
duals and backed them to
the hilt. The Indian govern-
ment has to be pragmatic,
and it has to deal with things
on the ground. India can
play a crucial role. India is a
funder of big projects in Af-
ghanistan. The Indians
ought to reassess the way
they tackle this and become
a little bit more aggressive in
terms of their outreach with
the folks in Kabul today. It is
important for India to think
long-term.

(Shajahan Madampat is
an Abu Dhabi-based writer
and cultural commentator)

Samaraweera, an advocate of liberalism, dies

The former Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka was under treatment for COVID-19

MEERA SRINIVASAN

Mangala Samaraweera, a
former Foreign Minister of
Sri Lanka and a notable ad-
vocate of liberalism from the
country’s dominant Sinhala-
Buddhist polity, passed away
at a private hospital in Co-
lombo after treatment for
COVID-19-related complica-
tions failed. He was 65.
Raised in capital Colom-
bo, Mr. Samaraweera hailed
from the southern Matara
district where he began his
political career as a chief or-
ganiser for the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP). From
the late 1980s, Mr. Samara-
weera campaigned for wo-
men whose sons or hus-
bands who disappeared or
were killed in the govern-
ment’s crackdown against
the leftist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) that led two
armed insurrections against
the State. He was a co-con-
vener of the ‘Mothers’ Front’
movement, along with Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa,

CM
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Mangala Samaraweera

his party colleague then,
raising human rights viola-
tions during Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa’s tenure as Presi-
dent.

Having built his political
career in the SLFP, mainly
under Presidents Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
and Mahinda Rajapaksa, Mr.
Samaraweera defected to the
rival United National Party
(UNP) in 2010, after he fell
out with Mr. Rajapaksa.

Mr. Samaraweera rose to
Cabinet rank during diffe-
rent dispensations, making a
mark in key Ministries at
challenging times for the
country. He served as Fo-
reign Minister twice, from

»

2005 to 2007 in Mr. Rajapak-
sa’s first term as President,
and from 2015 to 2017 in the
Maithripala  Sirisena-Ranil
Wickremesinghe ‘national
unity’ government, when he
engaged closely with the in-
ternational community, with
Sri Lanka promising to fulfil
several commitments to-
wards post-war accountabili-
ty and transitional justice.
Despite his efforts, the ‘na-
tional unity’ government is
widely criticised for failing to
fulfil its commitments, espe-
cially those made to the war-
affected Tamil community.
He shared a special friend-
ship with then External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swa-
raj.

Call for U-turn

Mr. Samaraweera stayed out
of the August 2020 parlia-
mentary elections that saw
the Rajapaksas consolidate
power in the legislature.
Slamming the culture of mil-
itarisation, ethnic and reli-
gious polarisation in Sri Lan-

ka, Mr. Samaraweera called
for “a radical centre”, with a
“commitment to liberalism
and centrist values”. He re-
mained a bold voice over the
last few years, critical of the
Rajapaksa administration’s
domestic and foreign policy.
He stood out, challenging
the Buddhist clergy who
wield great influence in polit-
ics, and consistently speak-
ing for minority rights.

In a social media post last
month, Mr. Samaraweera in-
dicated he was disillusioned
with the country’s two main
political parties — SLFP and
UNP - of which he was part
of at different times. Their
latest versions — the ruling
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu-
na (SLPP or People’s Front)
of the Rajapaksas and the
main Opposition party Sa-
magi Jana Balawegaya (S]B,
or United People’s Front) —
were “two sides of the same
coin”, he said. Sri Lanka is
“desperately gasping for a to-
tal U-turn” in policy direc-
tion, he wrote on July 28.

fore the August 31 cut-off,
and U.S. President Joe Biden
has faced calls from all cor-
ners to extend the evacua-
tion window. But speaking
at the press conference, Mu-
jahid said the group op-
posed an extension. “They
have planes, they have the
airport, they should get
their citizens and contrac-
tors out of here,” he said.

He also added that wo-
men Afghan government
workers should stay home
until security conditions in
the country improved.

According to The Wash-
ington Post, CIA chief Wil-
liam Burns held a secret
meeting in Kabul on Mon-
day with Taliban co-founder
Mullah  Abdul Ghani
Baradar.

Pakistan tests
indigenous
rocket system

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Tuesday suc-
cessfully test launched a in-
digenously developed
guided multi-launch rocket
system, Fatah-1.

“The weapon system
will give Pakistan Army the
capability of precision tar-
get engagement deep in
enemy territory,” the Army
said in a statement. The Ar-
my said the rocket was cap-
able of delivering conven-
tional warheads.

This was the second
flight of Fatah-l, after its
first launch in January. The
Army had then said that
the system can hit targets
up to a range of 140 km.

KKamala Harris accuses China of
intimidation’ in disputed seas

It continues to undermine the rules-based order, she says

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SINGAPORE

Vice-President Kamala Har-
ris accused China on Tues-
day of intimidation in dis-
puted Asian waters, seeking
to rally regional allies as the
United States’ superpower
status takes a hit over
Afghanistan.

Her comments in Singa-
pore came as Washington
seeks to reset relations in
Asia after the turbulent Do-
nald Trump era and build a
bulwark against the rising
might of Beijing. But her trip
to the region, which also in-
cludes a stop in Vietnam,
comes as Washington faces
fresh questions over its de-
pendability amid the U.S.
pull-out from Afghanistan.

In a speech laying out her
administration’s foreign pol-
icy goals, Ms. Harris reiterat-
ed that Washington had “en-

during commitments” in
Asia — and took aim at Chi-
na. “Beijing continues to
coerce, to intimidate and to
make claims to the vast ma-
jority of the South China
Sea,” she said. “Beijing’s ac-
tions continue to undermine
the rules-based order and
threaten the sovereignty of
nations.”

Beijing hits back
But Beijing hit back, holding
up the Afghan debacle as an
example of Washington’s
“selfish” foreign policy, and
accusing Washington of
“bullying, hegemonic beha-
viour”. “The current events
in Afghanistan clearly tell us
what the rules and order the
U.S. speaks of are,” China’s
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said.

China claims almost all of
the resource-rich South Chi-

Hong Kong to check old

films for security breaches

City announces new censorship law

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG

Hong Kong will scrutinise
past films for national secur-
ity breaches under a tough
new censorship law an-
nounced on Tuesday in the
latest blow to the financial
hub’s political and artistic
freedoms. Authorities have
embarked on a sweeping
crackdown to root out Beij-
ing’s critics after democracy
protests convulsed the city
two years ago.

A new China-imposed se-
curity law and an official
campaign dubbed “Patriots
rule Hong Kong” has since
criminalised much dissent
and strangled the democra-

cy movement. Authorities
in June said the city’s cen-
sorship board would check
any future films for content
that breached the security
law.

But on Tuesday they un-
veiled a new censorship law
which would also cover any
titles that had previously
been given a green light.
“Any film for public exhibi-
tion, past, present and fu-
ture, will need to get appro-
val,” Commerce Secretary
Edward Yau told reporters.

The maximum sentence
for showing illegal films will
be increased to up to three
years jail and a HK$1 million
($130,000) fine.

na Sea, through which tril-
lions of dollars in shipping
trade passes annually, with
competing claims from four
Southeast Asian states as
well as Taiwan.

Ms. Harris also sought to
allay fears that growing U.S.-
China tensions could force
countries that have strong
ties with both of the world’s
top economies to choose
sides. “Our engagement in
Southeast Asia and the Indo-
Pacific is not against any one
country, nor is it designed to
make anyone choose bet-
ween countries,” she said.

In Tuesday’s speech, she
defended Biden’s decision to
push ahead with the U.S.
pull-out from Afghanistan as
“courageous and right” and
reiterated that the U.S. offi-
cials were “laser-focused”
on the chaotic evacuation
from Kabul airport.

ELSEWHERE

Rolling Stones drummer
Charlie Watts dies at 80
LONDON

Charlie Watts, the drummer
of the legendary British rock
‘n' roll band the Rolling
Stones, died on Tuesday at
the age of 80. Watts was
known as the quiet man of
the band which helped define
the Swinging Sixties with
timeless hits such as “Jumpin’
Jack Flash" and “(l Can't Get
No) Satisfaction”. His level
head off the stage was
reflected in his metronomic
time-keeping on stage,
counterbalancing the energy
and charisma of singer Mick
Jagger and guitarists Keith
Richards and Ronnie Wood.
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MARKET WATCH

24-08-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 55,959 0.73
US Dollar 74.19 0.04
Gold 46,544 0.69
Brent oil 70.54 2.87

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 695.40...... 27.10
Asian Paints 3045.95.....-31.50
Axis Bank 746.35......10.25
Bajaj Auto 3714.75......46.50
Bajaj Finserv. 16461.70..1189.80
Bajaj Finance 6980.10....227.90
Bharti Airtel 620.10 -2.55
BPCL 456.40. 4.70
Britannia Ind 3812.20......-54.05
Cipla 917.65.......19.30
Coal India 136.20 2.25
Divis Lab 4863.20.....-11.45
Dr Reddys Lab 4587.40 72.55
Eicher Motors 2547.90 3.90
Grasim Ind 1460.15 19.50
HCL Tech 1152.90.....-10.20
HDFC 2691.25.....-30.70
HDFC Bank 1558.85....... 34.25
HDFC Life 671.10 2.30
Hero MotoCorp 2675.85 -4.75
Hindalco 420.85 14.00
Hind Unilever 2633.00 -1.15
ICICI Bank 694.45 11.75
Indusind Bank 1005.05....... 16.45
Infosys 1720.85......-17.90
Indian OilCorp 105.90 2.90
ITC 205.75 -0.55
JSW Steel 691.65 7.45
Kotak Bank 1704.90.....-11.95
L&T 1605.80. 25.05
M&m 778.15 12.25
Maruti Suzuki 6803.20.....-22.70
Nestle India Ltd. ... 19779.85... -241.20
NTPC 113.95 0.55
ONGC 113.20 1.45
PowerGrid Corp 176.60 0.95
Reliance Ind 2183.70......21.35
SBI Life 1160.40. 24.95
State Bank 417.60. 8.10
Shree Cement 26232.95.....247.00
Sun Pharma 771.35 12.00

Tata  Consumer

Products Ltd. 836.90. 4.40
Tata Motors 279.80 2.85
Tata Steel 1404.65....... 46.00
TCS 3613.20....-24.20
Tech Mahindra 1463.35......47.35
Titan 1869.60. -0.75
UltraTech Cement.....7455.35.....104.35
UPL 731.05......12.10
Wipro 633.55 4.70

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 24

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 73.99....74.31
Euro 86.84......87.21
British Pound 101.56.... 102.00
Japanese Yen (100) .. 67.42 67.74
Chinese Yuan 11.42.....11.47
Swiss Franc 81.03.....81.39
Singapore Dollar 54.57 54.81
Canadian Dollar 58.67....58.92
Malaysian Ringitt 17.53 17.62

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

BYD India to unveil
e-MPV for B2B segment
CHENNALI

BYD India, a subsidiary of the
Warren Buffett-backed EV
maker BYD, is planning to
unveil an electric MPV
(multipurpose vehicle) for
the B2B segment from Q4 of
2021. The decision to enter
the B2B segment was in line
with its electrification
transport solutions goal to
help India achieve its ESG
goals, BYD India said.

SriLankan to add India
destinations, flights
MUMBAI

SriLankan Airlines said it will
strengthen India presence by
adding more destinations
and frequencies for
passenger convenience. It
would introduce a host of
frequency enhancements out
of key Indian cities into
Colombo from September 1.
Currently, India accounts for
more than 120 million
fully-vaccinated citizens that
has resulted in reawakening
interest in travel, it said.

Need protection from sudden

MNC exits: auto dealers to govt.

FADA urges Centre to evolve a framework to help protect vehicle retailer’s rights

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Federation of Automo-
bile Dealers Associations
(FADA) on Tuesday urged
the Centre to set up a frame-
work to help protect the
rights of auto dealers in cas-
es of sudden exits of manu-
facturers from the market.
Participating in the Auto
Retail Conclave, attended by
the Union Minister of Heavy
Industries Mahendra Nath
Pandey and SIAM President
Kenichi Ayukawa, FADA also
sought industry status for
the auto retail sector to aid in
better financing options.
Stressing the need for
OEMs and dealers to work
together as partners in order
to ensure a “win-win for all”,

Govt. cautions
savers against
Nidhi firms

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs has warned people
against parking savings in
Nidhi companies, after it
found that none of the
firms that had applied so
far to be recognised under
relevant rules was com-
pliant with the norms.

A large number of firms
operating as Nidhi compa-
nies had not even applied
for recognition under sec-
tion 406 of the Companies
Act, 2013 and the amended
Nidhi Rules of 2014 and
were thus in violation of
the law, the Ministry said in
a statement. “Of the 348...
scrutinised, not a single
company could satisfy the
requisite criteria.”

—

Much at stake: OEM exits hurt both an entrepreneur’s zeal to

do business and the customers, says FADA's Gulati. =H.vigHu

Mr. Ayukawa called for deal-
er workshops to be allowed
to function as inspection and
certification centres under
the vehicle scrappage policy.
He said SIAM was also re-
questing the government to
start the fitness testing pro-

cess much earlier in the life
of a car, noting that the cur-
rent 15-year or 20-year pe-
riod appeared too long.
Addressing the minister,
FADA President Vinkesh Gu-
lati observed that his minis-
try gave permissions to

GDP likely grew at 18.5%
in April-June: SBI report

Bank’s researchers see ‘upward bias’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

India’s gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) is expected to
have grown by about 18.5%
with an upward bias in the
first quarter, State Bank of
India’s researchers wrote in
their Ecowrap report.

This estimate is lower
than the RBI’'s GDP growth
projection of 21.4% for the
April-June quarter.

“Based on our ‘Nowcast-
ing’ model, the forecasted
GDP growth for QI... would
be around 18.5% (with up-
ward bias),” they wrote.

Higher growth in Q1 is
mainly due to a low base.

SBI has developed the
‘Nowcasting Model’ with 41
high-frequency indicators

Hyundai Motor unveils
i20 N Line in India

‘Motorsport styling aimed at millennials’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Bringing its performance-
oriented N Line range of
cars to India, Hyundai Mo-
tor on Tuesday unveiled the
i20 N Line with motorsport-
inspired styling and
performance.

The i20 N Line, which is
targeted at young millen-
nials, is powered by a 1-litre
petrol Turbo GDI engine
mated with six-speed iMT
(intelligent manual trans-
mission) and seven-speed
DCT transmission options.

The car is capable of
achieving 0-100 km acceler-
ation in 9.9 seconds, and
Hyundai claims a fuel effi-
ciency of up to 20.25 kilo-
metre per litre. “Our first
model under the N line
range — i20 N Line, show-
cases our commitment to
redefine mobility for Indian
consumers,” Hyundai Motor

S.S. Kim =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

India MD and CEO S.S. Kim
said. “This is a different pro-
duct from i20, and will
make performance driving
accessible to all,” he said.

“We will subsequently in-
troduce other models under
this range over the next few
years in India,” he added.

The price of the car
would be announced in the
first week of September, and
i20 N Line would be retailed
through 188 Signature out-
lets spread across 97 cities
in the country.

——

associated with industrial
activity, service activity, and
the global economy.

The researchers expect
gross value added (GVA) to
expand 15% in QIFY22.

Meanwhile, the business
activity index based on ul-
tra-high-frequency indica-
tors show a further increase
in August, with the latest
reading for the week ended
August 16, at 103.3, it added.

Wistron to
make mobiles
for Optiemus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Wistron Infocomm Manu-
facturing, the Indian subsi-
diary of Taiwan-based Wis-
tron Corporation, will
manufacture mobile devic-
es, IT hardware and auto-
motive EV products for Op-
tiemus Electronics Limited
(OEL).

Optiemus holds perfor-
mance-linked  incentive
(PLI) for mobile phone ma-
nufacturing and IT hard-
ware manufacturing, and
has plans to invest 31,350
crore in the next three to
five years, the company
said in a statement.

Apart from manufactur-
ing mobile phones, Wis-
tron and OEL would also
work towards design and
manufacture of tablets,
laptops, hearables/weara-
bles, telecom products,
IoT/industrial IoT and
smart meters/devices.

MNCs such as OEMs to set up
businesses in India, and with
the government’s ‘Make in
India’ initiative many new
players were likely to come
to India.

‘High and dry’

"Once they begin their jour-
ney, they appoint dealers as
their long term partners. It is
their sudden exits which
hamper both, an entrepre-
neur's zeal to do business
with them and the custom-
ers who are left high and dry
with no proper support for
after sales," he said.

Mr. Gulati said these exits
not only tarnished the deal-
ers' names, as they were the
face of the brand, but also
Brand India's value.

-~ ‘India pips US.
~ashub for
manufacturing’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India has overtaken the
U.S. to become the second-
most sought-after manu-
facturing destination glo-
bally, driven mainly by cost
competitiveness, accord-
ing to real estate consul-
tant Cushman & Wakefield.

China retained the top
slot, the consultant said in
its 2021 Global Manufactur-
ing Risk Index, which as-
sessed the most advantage-
ous locations for
manufacturing among 47
countries. The rankings
are determined based on
four parameters: the coun-
try’s capability to restart
manufacturing, business
environment, operating
costs, and the risks.

Centre will
ensure policy
certainty: FM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Centre is committed to
ensuring policy certainty
and regulators have a key
role in ensuring the same,
Union Minister for Finance
and Corporate Affairs Nir-
mala Sitharaman said.

The government is
working with regulators on
the issue, she said while in-
teracting with industry
captains at a Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry
meeting here on Tuesday.

“Also, once the Develop-
ment Finance Institution is
operational, it will perform
the function of long-term
lending which has tradi-
tionally been done by
banks,” Ms. Sitharaman
said and added that this
would increase the compe-
tition for banks and also
improve their efficiency.

‘Chip shortage transient,
likely to resolve by 2022

MSIL output hit only partly: Bhargava

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The semiconductor shor-
tage problem faced by the
automobile industry is tem-
porary and is expected to be
over by 2022, Maruti Suzuki
India Ltd. chairman R.C.
Bhargava said on Tuesday.
He also said that the compa-
ny hadn’t faced a major im-
pact due to it though pro-
duction had been partly hit.

Addressing shareholders
at Maruti’s annual general
meeting, held virtually, he
also said the carmaker was
looking at the electric vehi-
cles space but would enter it
only when it becomes feasi-
ble for customers in terms
of affordability and also for
the company to operate
without making a loss.

“The shortage of semi-
conductors is a temporary

‘Don’'t invoke Bharti

guarantees for 3 weeks’
SC directs DoT in Videocon AGR issue

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) to not invoke
bank guarantees of Bharti
Airtel for three weeks, to-
wards recovery of 1,376
crore in AGR dues of Video-
con Telecommunications
Ltd. Videocon had sold its
mobile spectrum to the
Bharti group.

A three-judge Bench led
by Justice L. Nageswara Rao
provided the temporary re-
lief to the Bharti group (re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Shyam Divan) which
had moved the apex court
challenging the notice is-
sued by DoT on August 17

for payment of AGR dues of
Videocon. DoT had asked
Bharti to pay within a week
of the date of the notice, fail-
ing which the bank guaran-
tees were to be invoked.

Mr. Divan, in the course
of the hearing, agreed to
withdraw from the Supreme
Court to approach the “ap-
propriate forum” for redres-
sal against the notice.

Granting it liberty to do
so, the Bench in turn noted
that the DoT was “at liberty
to raise all contentions”.
The Bharti group has paid
218,004 crore in AGR-relat-
ed dues to DoT till March 31,
2021, which is much more
than 10% of its total AGR
dues of more than 343,000
crore, Mr. Divan argued.

‘Open digital systems to unlock
$700-bn opportunities by 2030’

Sectors such as healthcare, agri to benefit, says Nasscom

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Open digital ecosystems will
unlock more than $700 bil-
lion worth of business op-
portunities for India by 2030
across sectors such as
healthcare, agriculture,
MSMEs, education, and e-
land records, industry apex
body Nasscom said in a re-
port on Tuesday.

Indian platforms

Three of the largest public
digital platforms in the
world — Aadhaar, UPI, and
CoWIN - were from India,
which had significantly fast-
tracked the country’s pivot
to digitalisation and become
integral to its $5-trillion dol-
lar economy aspiration, the
report titled Digital India:
The Platformisation Play,
said. “As we move from pro-

Ajay Sawhney

ducts to platforms, it is com-
mendable to see how these
platforms are now taking ov-
er the world,” said Ajay
Sawhney, Secretary, MeitY.

“We aim to witness a sea
change from making the go-
vernment services available
to people in a more efficient
yet convenient manner,” Mr.
Sawhney added.

“Such platforms can not

only bridge the silos we
work in, but also help us or-
ganise our data with the
help of technology, creating
tremendous value for all sta-
keholders,” he said at the
Nasscom Cloud Summit,
where the report was
unveiled.

“Digital platforms help in
the systematic creation of
value generation,” said Nan-
dan Nilekani, founding
chairman, UIDAI, and co-
founder and chairman, Info-
sys. “The collaborative way
of getting Al, data empower-
ment, and digital lending are
some areas where we will be
focusing on in the near fu-
ture,” he added.

India’s robust public digi-
tal platforms had been the
bedrock of the country’s dig-
ital advantage, said Debjani
Ghosh, president, Nasscom.

R. C. Bhargava

problem, partly due to CO-
VID-19. Our estimation is
that this... will be over by
2022, he said, responding
to a shareholder query.

“There has been a bit of a
hit on production... we have
had to adjust but there is no
major loss that we have to
be concerned about,” Mr.
Bhargava added. He also
said MSIL had outlined a ca-
pex of 34,500 crore in the
ongoing fiscal year.

CUB sees
slippages flat
or tad lower

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

City Union Bank Ltd. said it
expected total incremental
slippages for FY22 to re-
main flat or slip slightly be-
low those of last fiscal, with
a few quarterly spikes.

“We are on track,” said
N. Kamakodi, MD & CEO,
said in a call with analysts.
“In Ql, the bank had a slip-
page of ¥482 crore and slip-
pages were front loaded.
We feel it should be moder-
ating going forward,” he
added. “We [will] push the
growth pedal only when
the environment becomes
conducive for... normal ad-
vances. We expect there
will not be any third wave;
at the same time we are
cautious,” he added.

Centre allows
GM soya cake
imports till Oct.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With rising soyabean pric-
es escalating the poultry
industry’s costs, the Centre
on Tuesday allowed the im-
port of 1.2 million metric
tonnes of crushed and de-
oiled genetically modified
(GM) soya cake till October
31, 2021.

The development as-
sumes significance as pro-
tein sources like fish, meat
and milk have recorded
high inflation, even as over-
all retail and food inflation
moderated slightly in July.

Soyabean meal is an es-
sential raw material for the
poultry industry, but pric-
es have more than doubled
over the past couple of
months, prompting the na-
tional poultry breeders’
body to approach the go-
vernment for a nod to im-
port 1.5 million tonnes of
GM soyabean meal.

A tale of two of the finest off-spinners, fifty years apart

" ¥

<,

BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON

Team balance usually scores over the re-
cord of individuals in selection. Fifty
years ago when India won a series in En-
gland for the first time, their most success-
ful bowler didn’t play a single Test.

This was off-spinner Erapalli Prasanna,
who in 25 Tests earlier had claimed 124
wickets including 49 in eight Tests in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. He was the best in
the world. Ian Chappell, one of the finest
players of spin, called him ‘maestro’ (he
continues to do so). Even the English me-
dia were shocked at the omission.

And now history seems to be repeating
itself. Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin,
with 413 wickets, this Indian side’s most

CcM
K

successful bowler, found himself excess to
requirements in the first two Tests.

That must be difficult to accept for so-
meone who has played 79 Tests and was
once spoken of as a potential captain. Like
Prasanna (also spoken of as a captain but
who never led), he is an engineer; the
former had to give up cricket for five years
while he completed the course to keep a
promise to his father.

Prasanna’s main rival was Srinivas Ven-
katraghavan, whose tighter off-spin and
sharper fielding (he was a great catcher at
gully) meant that he fit best into skipper
Ajit Wadekar’s plans. He was the better bat-
ter too, but didn’t live up to potential at the
international level.

Tribute to pace attack

It is a tribute to India’s pace attack today
that one spinner is considered sufficient
for away Tests. Thus Ravindra Jadeja, the
better fielder and the more restrictive spin-
ner, is the better option, especially if giving
the fast bowlers some rest is an important
role. Indian cricket falls into convenient ax-

»

ioms quite easily. The received wisdom is:
Ashwin the lead spinner for home match-
es, Jadeja when playing away.

Wadekar never fully articulated why he
preferred Venkatraghavan to Prasanna
who had been his predecessor Tiger Patau-
di’s go-to bowler at every turn. Pataudi’s
theory was that the four best bowlers
should play regardless of whether they
were spinners or seamers.

Perhaps Wadekar figured that with the
match-winner Bhagwat Chandrasekhar at
one end and the relatively restrictive and
accurate Venkatraghavan at the other, the
choice ought to be between Prasanna and
Bishan Bedi, attacking bowlers both, who
flighted the ball and did not shy away from
‘buying’ their wickets by giving away runs.
It kept out the bowler who had been India’s
spearhead on the tours preceding.

Modern teams don’t buy into the ‘best
available’ theory but look for better ba-
lance. In the first Test in England it meant
that two bowlers — Ishant Sharma being
the other — who between them had over
700 Test wickets were not selected. That is

India’s reserve strength!

It has been a while now since India have
had an all-rounder who makes the team on
the strength of his batting or bowling
alone. This has affected balance, but then
again, not if victories in Australia and En-
gland are any indication. Hardik Pandya
showed some promise before injuries dis-
rupted his career.

Two-out-of-three theory

Test teams now follow the two-out-of-three
theory in selection. This is borrowed from
white-ball cricket where a player is expect-
ed to contribute substantially in two of the
three crafts — batting, bowling, fielding.
The pure specialist (who might be a great
bowler or the best wicket-keeper) thus mis-
ses out.

There was a time when Ashwin was
fielded in the slips, and he responded by
taking some fine catches. But it was felt
that the threat of finger injury was not
worth the risk (Shane Warne was an excep-
tion in that position). Jadeja fits into the
scheme of things well. He has over two

thousand runs and two hundred wickets in
Tests and his limitations are his strength
since he will not experiment too much. He
knows his role, and is under no pressure
bowling even on the fifth day of a Test, as
he showed at Lord’s where he bowled just
six overs. That was all he was needed to do.

Teams tend not to change a winning
combination, and if India stay with the one
that won at Lord’s, it will mean that Ashwin
will have to wait a bit longer.

At Headingley, where they play next, In-
dia pulled off one of their great wins in
2002. Skipper Sourav Ganguly won the
toss, and in overcast conditions on a wicket
with a tinge of green favouring the seam-
ers, he chose to bat.

It was a brave decision, and it paid off
handsomely with the skipper himself, Sa-
chin Tendulkar, and Rahul Dravid all mak-
ing centuries. India went in with two spin-
ners, Anil Kumble and Harbhajan Singh,
and won by an innings. They followed the
‘best bowling attack’ theory then.

In sport, victory is the ultimate justifica-
tion. Whether in 1971 or in 2021.

»

Pakistan-
Afghanistan
series
postponed

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KARACHI

The first-ever bilateral se-
ries between Pakistan and
Afghanistan has been post-
poned until next year ow-
ing to multiple issues.

The three-match series
was part of one-day Super
League, a qualification pro-
cess for the 2023 World
Cup (50 overs) to be held in
India. Since the Taliban ta-
keover in Afghanistan
there has been flight dis-
ruption. A 10-day lock-
down in Sri Lanka, where
the series — Afghanistan’s
home series — was to be
held, has also contributed
to the postponement.
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India looks to take a stranglehold on series

Lordss triumph has put Kohli's team on the ascendancy; England batsmen have to pull up their socks

INDIA IN ENGLAND

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LEEDS

A confident India will look to
tighten the noose around En-
gland when the third match
of the five-Test series begins
here on Wednesday.

Skipper Virat Kohli will al-
so like to end a prolonged
lean patch. His last interna-
tional hundred came in No-
vember, 2019. In this series
he has managed just a couple
of 40s.

Concerns about Chetesh-
war Pujara and Ajinkya Ra-
hane’s form were mitigated
to some extent on the fourth
day of the Lord’s Test.

Strong opening pair

The performance of openers
Rohit Sharma and K.L. Rahul
has been a big plus. Both
have showed remarkable
temperament and technique
in testing conditions.

Rishabh Pant has played
his natural game and Ravin-
dra Jadeja has also done a de-
cent job at number seven,
playing the role of a batsman
more than that of a left-arm
spinner.

Headingley has tradition-
ally been seamer-friendly
and it remains to be seen if
India moves away from its
four-pronged pace attack.
Shardul Thakur is fully fit but
it is unlikely Kohli will make
any changes.

Malan back

England will be hoping to
restore some stability to its
batting with the inclusion of
Dawid Malan. The southpaw
last played a Test three years
ago but is expected to deliver
considering his rich First
Class experience.

Malan will bat at number
three, moving Haseeb Ha-
meed to open alongside Ro-
ry Burns.

The England batsmen
have to find a way to score
and help skipper Joe Root,

India interested in
hosting 2036, 2040
Olympic Games: Bach

NEW DELHI

India is among a host of
countries who are interested
in hosting the Olympic Games
in 2036, 2040 and even
beyond, 10C president
Thomas Bach has said.

The 10C enjoys a queue of
suitors to host the Olympics
in 2036, 2040 and even
beyond, Bach said in a report
in the Wall Street Journal.
Those aspiring hosts include
Indonesia, India, Germany
and Qatar, the report added.
I0A Secretary General Rajeev
Mehta confirmed that India
had shown interest in hosting
the showpiece event. p1i

Ankita, Nagal bow out

of US Open qualifying
NEW YORK

India's Ankita Raina bowed
out of the US Open women's
qualifiers following a
three-set defeat to American
Jamie Loeb 3-6, 6-2, 4-6
here on Tuesday. Sumit Nagal
lost to Argentina's Juan Pablo
Ficovich 5-7, 6-4, 3-6. pTi

Tailakova beats Archana

TABLE TENNIS

SPORTS BUREAU

OLOMOUC (CZECH REPUBLIC)
Mariia Tailakova of Russia
overcame a fighting Archa-
na Kamath 8-11, 11-4, 13-11, 14-
12, 9-11, 12-10 in a women's
singles quarterfinal match
of the Czech International
Open table tennis tourna-
ment here on Tuesday.
Indian results: Men: Singles:
Quarterfinals: G. Sathiyan bt
Ali Alkhadrawi (KSA) 11-9, 11-2,
11-9, 11-8; Doubles: semifinals:
Jeet Chandra & S. Snehit lost to
Samuel Walker (Eng) & Truls
Moregard (Swe) 8-11, 15-13,
11-6, 9-11, 11-4. Round of 16:
Manav Thakkar lost to Ali Alk-
hadrawi (KSA) 9-11, 11-8, 9-11,
11-8, 11-9, 11-5; G. Sathiyan bt
Sadi Ismailov (Rus) 11-9, 11-9,
11-8, 11-2; S. Snehit lost to Leo

CM
K

| Kohli's last international
hundred came in
November 2019

who has made the bulk of
the team's runs. Mark
Wood’s injury puts Saqib
Mahmood in a good position
to make his Test debut.

No verbal battles
Root confirmed that barring
Wood, the team was not fac-
ing any fitness issues, with
lead pacer James Anderson
also in good shape. The En-
gland skipper also hinted
that his players would not be
drawn into needless verbal
exchanges after things heat-
ed up at Lord's.
The teams (from):
India: Virat Kohli (Capt.), Rohit
Sharma, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Mayank Agarwal, Ajinkya Ra-
hane, Hanuma Vihari, Rishabh
Pant (wk), R. Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami, Mohammed Siraj,
Umesh Yadav, K.L. Rahul,
Wriddhiman Saha, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Prithvi Shaw and Su-
ryakumar Yadav.
England: Joe Root (Capt.),
Moeen Ali, James Anderson,
Jonathan Bairstow, Rory Burns,
Jos Buttler (wk), Sam Curran,
Haseeb Hameed, Dan Law-
rence, Saqib Mahmood, Dawid
Malan, Craig Overton, Ollie
Pope and Ollie Robinson.
Match starts 3.30 p.m. IST.

Weather forecast

B Day 1: Light cloud and a
gentle breeze
(Max temp. 19°, min. 13°)

B Day 2: Light cloud and a
moderate breeze
(16° and 11°)

B Day 3: Light cloud and a
gentle breeze (17° and 9°)

B Day 4: Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze (19° and 11°)

B Day 5: Light cloud and a
gentle breeze (17° and 11°)

B Source: bbc.com

Kohli and the Root

“% Indiavs
" England
~ inTests at
Leeds

1 By,
of the matter

Here's how things have panned out in the past for India while leading 1-0, and for England,
while trailing 0-1, going into the third match of a five-Test series:

This is the sixth time India will enjoy a 1-0 advantage after the first two Tests of a five-Test
joust. While it has gone on to win the series thrice, it has also lost twice, both away

SERIES WON SERIES LOST
Year | Result | Home/Away Year | Result | Home/Away
beat New Zealand .
1955-56 Home lost to West Indies
(DWDD W? 2002 (DWLDL) Away
1970-71 beat West Indies Away
(bWDD D) lost to England
beat England 2014 DWLLL Away
2016-17 OWWWW) Home ( )

England has thrice bounced back from
a 0-1 deficit after two matches to win a
five-Test series, including the one in 2014

against India

Year esult Home/Away
1956 RIS Home
1998 | PeALOUBANIE | Home
2014 (gia\jvlr\}si\?v) Home

India, which will play at Leeds in the longest &
format after a gap of 19 years, has won its

last two Tests at the venue

Extra special: India
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1952 | England won by seven wickets recorded gne of its
biggest victories-on &
1959 England won by an innings English soil in'the f\
and 173 runs 2002 Headingley Test.
1967 | England by six wicket
ngland won by six wickets India | e
1979 | D ]
raw Highest | 628/8decl.vs | 570/7 decl. vs
1986 | India won by 279 runs total England, 2002 | West Indies, 2007
2002 India won by an innings Lowest 149 vs England, 67 vs Australia,
and 46 runs total 1959 2019
SOURCE: ESPNCRICINFO COMPILED BY R. NARAYANAN AND G. PRASAD

‘Bumrah wasn't trying to get me out’

Anderson feels Indian pacer was trying to intimidate him

In the line of fire: Anderson gets into a tangle while handling

a Bumrah missile. =ap

De Nodrest (Fra) 11-7, 11-8,
11-4,3-11, 7-11, 11-5.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Sanil
Shetty & Manav lost to Vincent
Picard & Bastien Rembert (Fra)
11-9, 11-6, 12-10; Jeet Chandra
& Snehit bt Abdulaziz Bu Shu-
laybi & Ali Alkhadrawi (KSA)
11-8, 8-11,11-8, 11-5.

Women: Singles: Archana Ka-
math lost to Mariia Tailakova
(Rus) 8-11, 11-4, 13-11, 14-12, 9-
11, 12-10. Round of 16: Archana
Kamath bt Paulina Vega (Chi)
12-10, 11-13, 11-5, 11-7, 10-12,
11-7; Sreeja Akula lost to Linda
Bergstrom (Swe) 11-6, 11-9, 8-
11,13-11,11-7.

Mixed doubles (quarterfinals):
Manav & Archana lost to Anton
Limonov & Solomiya Brateyko
(Ukr) 11-9, 9-11,11-7,11-13, 11-8;
Sanil Shetty & T. Reeth Rishya
lost to Aleksandr Khanin & Da-
ria Trigolos (Blr) 3-11, 14-12, 15-

13, 7-11, 11-8.
»

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LEEDS

Senior England pacer James
Anderson felt that Jasprit
Bumrah was not trying to
get him out during the
Lord's Test after the Indian
rattled him with a barrage
of bouncers.

“I got caught off-guard a
little because all the batters
coming in were saying how
slow the pitch was. Bang it
in short and it was really
slow.

“When I came out to bat,
Root said Bumrah was not
bowling as quick as he
normally does,” said
Anderson on the BBC
Tailenders Podcast.

“And then, the first ball
was 90 miles an hour and
on the money. I haven’t felt
like this in my career, but I
felt he wasn’t trying to get
me out.

“He bowled an over,
maybe 10, 11, 12 balls [sic
10]. He was bowling no-ball
after no-ball, bowling
short... I think he bowled
two on the stumps which I
managed to dig out.”

Prick us at your peril: Kohli
l

ASHWIN ACHAL

he Englishmen will do

well to avoid riling the In-
dians. As seen in the second
Test, any aggression is met
with fierce resistance.

Ahead of the third Test,
commencing at Leeds on
Wednesday, India skipper
Virat Kohli stated that provo-
cation from the opposition
only sharpens his men’s
focus.

Motivation

“I cannot give you details of
the words spoken (during
the second Test). It is for the
cameras and the stump mics
to pick up. What’s said on
the field gives you extra mo-
tivation to get together as a
team even more strongly.

“It gives you absolute clar-
ity on what you need to do.
When you are playing com-
petitive sport these things
happen, but what matters is
how you react to that situa-
tion,” Kohli said at a media
interaction on Tuesday.

Kohli said there was no
reason to change the playing
eleven which got the job
done at Lord’s in style. The
skipper, however, men-

Siraj. =ap

tioned that off-spinner R.
Ashwin — yet to get a game
this series — could be
considered.

“You don’t want to dis-
turb or interrupt a winning
combination, especially
when the team has achieved
such an incredible win. The
players are even more excit-
ed to take the field again,
and do the things that we
really enjoyed doing,” Kohli
said.

The pitch may not be as

seamer-friendly as expect-
ed, Kohli said, giving rise to
the possibility of Ashwin get-
ting a game.

“We were quite surprised
on seeing the pitch. I
thought there would be
more grass on the pitch, and
that it would be more spicy
and lively. Anything is possi-
ble. We will have a look at
the pitch, and what it could
become on day three, day
four, and accordingly we will
go with the right combina-
tion,” Kohli said, when asked
about Ashwin’s chances.

Praise for Siraj
Kohli was all praise for fast
bowler Mohammed Siraj,
who bowled with fire to
claim eight wickets at Lord’s.
“I was not surprised at all
with his growth because I
have seen him from close
quarters (Siraj and Kohli are
RCB teammates). He always
had the skill. You need the
confidence to back that skill,
and the Australia series pro-
vided him with that boost.
“Siraj is walking around
knowing he can get anyone
out at any stage. The belief
in his game has been elevat-
ed to another level,” he said.

Malan excited to be back in the mix

LALITH KALIDAS

ngland batsman Dawid

Malan is excited about
facing the red ball again after
a lengthy period of limited-
overs cricket.

Malan, the world’s No. 1
T20 batsman, played the last
of his 15 Tests in August,
2018. The 33-year-old has
725 Test runs in 15 matches
with one century and six fif-
ties.

Asked about his surprise
call up, Malan said: “I'd al-
ways wanted another crack
at it (Tests). Realistically, did
I think it would happen?
Probably not. To get that call
was fantastic... 'm a bit wor-
ried about how I’d face up

Meghna, Renuka in squad

India will leave for Australia on Aug. 29

9K
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Joining forces: The Indians will look to click as a unitin the
tour down under. =TwITTER/BCCI WOMEN

SPORTS BUREAU

ttar Pradesh’s Meghna
Singh has been named
in the India women’s squad
for the tour of Australia,
while Himachal’s Renuka
Singh Thakur has been in-
cluded in the T20I squad.
The Indian team will leave
for Australia on August 29.
The squads:
0ODIs and one-off Test: Mithali
Raj (Capt.), Harmanpreet Kaur
(Vice-Capt.), Smriti Mandhana,
Shafali Verma, Punam Raut, Je-
mimah Rodrigues, Deepti Shar-
ma, Sneh Rana, Yastika Bhatia,
Taniya Bhatia (wk), Shikha Pan-
dey, Jhulan Goswami, Meghna
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar, Rajesh-
wari Gayakwad, Poonam Yadav,
Richa Ghosh, and Ekta Bisht.

T20ls: Harmanpreet Kaur
(Capt.), Smriti Mandhana (Vice-
Capt.), Shafali Verma, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma,
Sneh Rana, VYastika Bhatia,
Shikha Pandey, Meghna Singh,
Pooja Vastrakar, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Poonam Yadav, Ri-
cha Ghosh (wk), Harleen Deol,
Arundhati Reddy, Radha Yadav,
and Renuka Singh Thakur.
The schedule:
ODIs: Sept. 19 (North Sydney
Oval, 8.45 a.m.), Sept. 22
(Junction Oval, Melbourne,
4.35 a.m.), Sept. 24 (Junction
Oval, 4.35a.m.).
One-off Test: Sept. 30 to Oct.
3, WACA, Perth, 11.30 a.m.
T20Is: October 7 (210 p.m.),
October 9 (1.40 p.m.) and Oc-
tober 11 (1.40 p.m.), all at
North Sydney Oval.

All times IST.

L

Malan. =GeTTY IMAGES

against the red ball, but it’s
always exciting getting a call
to play for your country.”

Malan acknowledged that
a constant exposure to inter-
national cricket would help
ease the pressure.

“White-ball and red-ball
cricket have their own un-
ique set of challenges. But
playing white-ball cricket at
that level and pressure does
help you stay in the mix. It
doesn’t guarantee you runs
in a different format, but it
helps prepare mentally for
the pressures that come
with it.”

Malan conceded that lack
of game time in First Class
cricket would be a concern.

“We all know how tough
English conditions can be.
It’s also a great place to bat
once you get in — as Joe Root
has shown in all these Tests.
He gets in and scores big,
and that’s the challenge for
all of us.”

Shaheen has West Indies

staring down the barrel
Chasing 329, hosts reduced to 159/7

PAKISTAN IN WI

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KINGSTON

Pakistan threw down the
gauntlet to the West Indies
on the penultimate day of
their two-match Test series
on Monday, setting the hosts
329 to win. The West Indies
was 159 for seven on the fifth
day when rain forced an ear-
ly tea break.

The fourth day saw Sha-
heen Afridi claim Test-best
innings figures of six for 51
as the West Indies was rout-
ed for 150 in the first in-

nings. Building on a healthy
advantage of 152, the Pakis-
tanis threw caution to the
wind in racing to 176 for six
at better than a run-a-ball
through the afternoon, de-
claring for the second time
in the match when captain
Babar Azam was dismissed
to give the bowlers more
than 90 minutes to attack
the home side’s top order.
The scores: Pakistan 302/9
decl. & 176/6 decl. in 27.2 ov-
ers (Imran Butt 37, Babar Azam
33) vs West Indies 150 & 159/7
in 65.3 overs (Kraigg Brath-
waite 39, Kyle Mayers 32).

Cock of the walk: Shaheen Afridi backed up his six-for in the
firstinnings with two more wickets in the second. =arp

Pared-down ceremony in a nearly empty stadium ushers in the Games

Chand carries the tricolour following Mariyappan’s quarantine

Lights, camera, action: The Indians, led by flagbearer Tek Chand, at the opening ceremony. =arp

PARALYMPICS

AGENCIES

TOKYO

Japanese emperor Naruhito
declared the Tokyo Paralym-
pics open in a nearly empty
68,000-capacity  Olympic
Stadium on Tuesday, with
athletes ready to defy stereo-
types and shatter records
despite a year-long pandem-
ic delay.

The pared-down ceremo-
ny took place in front of
around 800 VIPs and offi-
cials, but there was a cele-
bratory mood as 162 teams
enjoyed their long-awaited
moment in the global
spotlight.

The ceremony took “We
Have Wings” as its concept,
creating a mini “airport” on
the stadium field and telling
the story of a one-winged
plane that takes to the skies.

Reduced parade

A reduced parade of roughly
3,400 Paralympians and
team officials entered the
stadium, wearing masks but
waving and dancing after the
disappointment of the post-
ponement and worries
about a potential
cancellation.

Javelin  thrower  Tek
Chand carried the Indian tri-
colour after Thangavelu Ma-
riyappan was quarantined

»

following close contact with
a COVID-19 positive person
on the flight to Tokyo. Mari-
yappan and five other mem-
bers of the Indian contingent
have been placed in
quarantine.

A volunteer carried Af-
ghanistan’s flag into the sta-
dium as a “sign of solidarity”
with athletes from the coun-
try, which is one of 21 na-
tions unable to compete at
the Games.

The 13-day Games, with
539 gold medals up for grabs
across 22 sports, arrives two
weeks after the close of an
Olympics that also took
place almost entirely behind
closed doors.
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TV PICKS

Tokyo Paralympics 2020:
Eurosport (SD & HD), 12.30
p.m. onwards

England vs India: 3rd Test,
day 1, Sony Six & Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
Champions League: Play-
offs, Sony Ten 2 & Sony Six
(SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.
(Thursday)

IN BRIEF

Finau is champ; Lahiri
T-56th at Northern Trust

NEW JERSEY

Anirban Lahiri returned a
modest one-under 70 in the
final round on Monday to
sign off tied 56th at the
Northern Trust golf
tournament, ending his
hopes of qualifying for this
week's FedExCup playoffs.
Lahiri needed a top-10 finish.
American Tony Finau
defeated Australian Cameron
Smith in the first hole of a
sudden-death playoff after
Eﬁth tied on 20-under 264.

Arjun clinches title,
Gukesh second

BRAGANCA (PORTUGAL)
Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi
emerged champion in the Il
Terras de Tras-os-Montes chess
open while D. Gukesh ended
second. Arjun secured 8.5
points from nine rounds while
Gukesh won eight games and
lost to Arjun. p1i

India downs Nigeria in
World U-19 volleyball
TEHRAN

India defeated Nigeria 25-17,
23-25, 25-21, 26-24 in its
FIVB World under-19
volleyball championship here
on Tuesday, according to a
Volleyball Federation of India
release. India plays host Iran
on Wednesday.

Four Indian boxers

move into semifinals

NEW DELHI

Four of the seven Indians in
action on Monday entered the
semifinals of the Asian junior
boxing championships in
Dubai.

The results: 71kg: Jaydeep
Rawat bt Mohammed Eissa
(UAE) RSC; 63.5kg: Vanshaj bt
Makhkamov Dovud (Tjk) 5-0;
67kg: Daksh Singh bt Eldar
Turdubaev (Kgz) 4-1; 48kg:
Suresh Vishvanath bt Amantur
Zholbborosv (Kgz) 5-0; 54kg:
Victor Saikhom Singh lost to
Derbek Tilvaldiev (Kgz) 3-2;
57kg: Vijay Singh lost to
Morodov Abubakr (Tjk) 3-0;
and Rabindra Singh lost to
Yoqubov Abdurrahim (Tjk) 3-2.
PTI

JFC signs up Dinpuia
JAMSHEDPUR

Ahead of the Indian Super
League (ISL) 2021-22 season,
Jamshedpur FC on Tuesday
completed the signing of
Mizoram defender PC
Laldinpuia. Also fondly called
Dinpuia, the defender comes
to Jamshedpur on a
three-year deal after a
vigorous I-League campaign
with Aizawl FC. ani

Banthia &
Thomson
crash out

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
WINSTON-SALEM (USA)

Siddhanth Banthia and
USA’s Matthew Thomson
lost 6-2, 6-4 to top seeds
Lukasz Kubot and Marcelo
Melo in the first round of
the Winston-Salem Open
ATP 250 tournament here.
In the $25,000 ITF wo-
men’s event in Spain, Rutu-
ja Bhosale sailed into the
second round with a 6-3,
6-0 victory over Alba Rey
Garcia.
The results: Winston-Salem
Open: Qualifying (First
round): Alexei Popyrin (Aus)
bt Mukund Sasikumar 6-1,
7-6(6).
Doubles: First round: Lukasz
Kubot (Pol) & Marcelo Melo
(Bra) bt Matthew Thomson
(USA) & Siddhanth Banthia
6-2, 6-4.
$25,000 ITF men, Trier, Ger-
many: First round: Marlon
Vankan (Ger) bt Manish Su-
reshkumar 7-6(2), 6-1.
$25,000 ITF women, Vigo,
Spain: First round: Rutuja
Bhosale bt Alba Rey Garcia
(Esp) 6-3, 6-0.
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ATKMB enters knockout semifinals

Holds Bashundhara Kings in its final Group-D match, will play winner of the Central Zone final

AFC CUP

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

ATK Mohun Bagan (ATKMB)
made it to the inter-zonal
semifinals of the AFC Cup as
it held its final Group-D op-
ponent Bashundhara Kings
of Bangladesh to a 1-1 draw in
Male on Tuesday.

Bashundhara Kings took
the lead around the half-hour
mark through its Brazilian
midfielder Jonathan Fer-
nandes. ATK MB equalised
just past the hour-mark
through Australian forward
David Williams.

Sushanto gets red
The Kings were reduced to 10
men in the stoppage time of
the first half when right-win-
ger Sushanto Tripura was gi-
ven ared card.

ATKMB looked disorgan-
ised at the start. Needing a
win to make it to the next

Antonio double puts West Ham on top

EURO LEAGUES

REUTERS
LONDON

Michail Antonio became
West Ham United’s all-time
Premier League top scorer
(49 goals) after netting twice
to help secure a resounding
4-1 home win on Monday ov-
er Leicester City.

Pablo Fornals and Said
Benrahma had opened the
scoring for the Hammers,
who made it two wins out of

Shivam battles past Jatin
GURUGRAM: Shivam Dalmia
fought hard to beat Jatin
Dahiya 3-6, 6-2, 7-6(4) in the
first round of the 1,00,000
AITA men’s ranking tennis
tournament on Tuesday.

Other results (first round):
Dalwinder Singh bt Udit Kaboj
6-2, 6-1; Ritabrata Sarkar bt
Amit Bzad 7-5, 6-4; Sushant
Dabas bt Amit Dahiya 6-3, 6-1;
Ayyoque Khan bt Lakshit Sood
6-2, 6-2; Fardeen Qamar bt
Sam Chawla 4-6, 6-2, 6-3;
Karan Singh bt Gourav Gulia
6-3, 7-5; Mohit Bhardwaj bt
Kavish Kathuria 4-6, 6-4, 6-4;
Yugal Banssal bt Jagmeet
Singh 6-3, 6-1; Anuj Malik bt
Ayussh Gurnani 6-2, 6-0;
Ricky Sehrawat bt Harnor
Singh 4-6, 6-3, 6-3; Lakshya
Gupta bt Amandeep Rathee
6-1, 6-3; Chinmay Dev
Chouhan bt Shivank Bhatnagar
1-6, 6-2, 6-1; Ajay Malik bt
Ajay Kundu 6-3, 6-1; Sourabh
Sehrawat bt Viek Kumar 6-2,
6-3; Neeraj Yashpaul bt
Chandril Sood 6-4, 7-6(4).

‘Very special to be national champion’

TENNIS ROUND-UP |

=R

Eiood teamwork: The ATK Mohun Bagan p

Bashundhara Kings on Tuesday. =TtwiTTer/aFccup

round, the Bangladesh side
did well to stick to a pressing
game to unsettle the rhythm
of the ATK MB, which needed

two and went top of the table
on goals scored after a sup-
erb performance in a crack-
ing atmosphere at the Lon-
don stadium.

In Serie A, Brahim Diaz’s
early goal was enough to
earn AC Milan a 1-0 victory at
Sampdoria in its opening
match on Monday. In anoth-
er match, Joao Pedro netted
twice as Cagliari fought back
from two goals down to
share points with Spezia.

Erik Lamela continued his

Sanjami Arora

advances

JHAJJAR: Sanjami Arora beat
sixth seed Kriti Tomar 6-3,
6-2 in the first round of the
31,00,000 AITA women’s
ranking tennis tournament
at the Joygaon Academy on
Tuesday.

Other results (first round):
Jagmeet Kaur bt Lalitya Kalluri
6-1, 3-6, 6-1; Steisha Buddhala
bt Niharika Deshmukh 2-6,
7-5, 6-2; Shefali Arora bt Gia
Alana Pereira 7-5, 6-1.

Bela Tamhankar bt Shreya Naik
6-1, 6-2; Varshita Ranabothu
bt Devidas Kambli 6-0, 6-0;
Himaanshika bt Shruthi Gupta
6-4, 5-7, 6-2; Kundali Majgaine
bt Kavya Khirwar 6-1, 6-1.
Adrija Bisswas bt Ananya
Dhankhar 6-2, 6-2; Pooja
Ingale bt Kiran Kalkal 7-5, 6-3;
Vanshika Choudhary bt Ananya
Yadav 6-2, 6-0.

S Srinidhi bt Himadri Kashyap
6-2, 6-3; Yashika Venu bt Ritu
Ohlyan 6-3, 6-3; Kashish
Bhatia bt Richa Chougule 6-0,
6-0.

a draw to advance.
Fernandes put Kings in the

lead in the 28th minute, fir-

ing a sharp grounder from

flying start to life with Sevil-
la, striking a last-minute win-
ner for the Andalusians to
give them a 1-O victory over
Getafe in the LaLiga.

The results: Premier League:
West Ham 4 (Fornals 26, Ben-
rahma 56, Antonio 80, 84) bt
Leicester 1 (Tielemans 69).
Serie A: Cagliari 2 (Pedro 62,
66-pen) drew with Spezia 2
(Gyasi 7, Bastoni 58); Sampdo-
ria O lost to AC Milan 1 (Diaz 9).
LaLiga: Getafe O lost to Sevilla
1; Osasuna O drew with Celta
Vigo 0.

SQUASH

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

Playing in his first tourna-
ment since COVID-19 struck
the country, Abhishek Prad-
han made short work of top-
seeded Abhay Singh 11-8,
11-6, 11-6 in just 24 minutes
to progress to the semifinals
of the HCL-SRFI Indian Tour
squash tournament, a PSA
Challenger Tour-10 event, at
the ISA courts here on Tues-
day.

However, it was smooth
sailing for the top seed in
the women’s section with
Sunayna Kuruvilla overcom-
ing Urwashi Joshi, the fifth
seed, 17-15, 11-6, 11-3 in the
quarterfinals.

Harinderpal Singh Sand-
hu, the second seed, con-
ceded complaining of groin
pain, while trailing 4-9 in
the first game against S. Ve-

Vishnu congratulates Chirag on his double triumph

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

Chirag Duhan is a special ta-
lent. The newly-crowned Na-
tional junior champion had
a nice interaction with
Olympian Vishnu Vardhan
on putting his tennis career
in perspective.

The 17-year-old Chirag
credited coach Gaurav Shar-
ma with an “equally impor-
tant role” along with his pa-
rents in shaping his tennis
career for the last five years.

Chiraj, who has won two
ITF junior titles earlier this
season and taken his inter-
national junior rank to 132,
was planning to focus in the
men’s international circuit,
but had to cool his heels at
home.

In trying to make use of
the time, he entered the
tournaments in Chennai.

“We have been preparing
for this for a long time. It is
very special for me to be the
national champion,” Chirag
told Vishnu, who pointed
out that the country’s best
players Prajnesh Gunneswa-
ran and Ramkumar Rama-
nathan had won the event in
the past.

When queried, Chirag ac-

»

Guiding force: Chirag, right, credits coach Gaurav Sharma
for playing a part in shaping his career. =fiLe pHoTO

cepted that Sidharth Rawat,
fellow trainee at the Pro Ten-
nis Academy in the Capital, a
disciplined and dedicated
player was quite helpful “on
and off the court” in mentor-
ing him.

A big fan of Tokyo Olym-
pics champion Alexander
Zverev of Germany, the tall
Chirag said that his focus
would be to play the men’s
tournaments in Egypt and
Tunisia in the coming weeks
to take his professional ca-
reer forward.

Chirag had got a taste of
the men’s international cir-
cuit in the qualifying events

of two tournaments at home
this season, before the se-
cond wave of COVID-19 put a
pause to the proceedings.

He likes badminton and
swimming, but with long
hours of tennis and fitness
training he has no time to
think about other games or
activities.

Vishnu, a stakeholder in
Tennishub which sponsored
the national junior cham-
pionship, congratulated Chi-
rag for his double triumph,
and said that it was com-
mendable considering the
humid conditions and rain
delays in the tournament.

layers acquitted themselves well against

the edge of the box that beat
ATKMB goalkeeper Amrin-
der Singh all ends up.

Faced with the prospect of

i 1

an imminent exit, ATK MB
tried to regroup after con-
ceding the goal.

The equaliser

The equaliser came after
change of ends when Kings
appeared on the defensive
mode. In the 62nd minute
Liston Colaco did the hard
work on the flanks and set up
Williams with a nice cross.
The Australian forward had
no problem in placing the
ball home.

ATKMB will now play the
winner of the Central Zone fi-
nal which is scheduled on
Wednesday between Uzbe-
kistan Club FC Nasaf and
Turkmenistan club Ahal FC.

The inter-zonal semifinal

will be played on September
22 and will be hosted by the
winner of the central zone
final.
The result: Group-D: ATKMB 1
(David Williams 62) drew with
Bashundhara Kings 1 (Jonathan
Fernandes 28).

What a feeling! Michail Antonio, left, celebrates his
record-breaking 49th goal for West Ham. =reuters

Abhishek Pradhan knocks out top seed Abhay Singh

Akshaya continues her dream run; Sunayna Kuruvilla marches on; Harinderpal injured

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lavan, in the men’s quarter-
finals.

Abhishek, seeded sixth,
was solid from the back-
court, seldom making any
unforced errors. Though he

Sheikh, Kavya
Shree in lead

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Mohammed Sheikh of Kar-
nataka was in brilliant form
as he unleashed an ultimate
slam on the fourth board to
gain sole lead after three
rounds in the Indian online
carrom challenge organised
by the All India Carrom Fed-
eration (AICF).

After two dropped chanc-
es each in clearing the first
three boards, Mohammmed
Sheikh collected 10 bonus
points for the ultimate slam,
which gave him a negative
score of -4 in the third
round. Thus, he led the field
of 46 players with 16 points.

Abdul Jabbar of Assam
was second with 34 points,
followed by Abdul Rahman
(39), Rahim Khan (41),
Mohd. Rehan (44), Fazal
Ahmed (49), Muneeruddin
(53), Gautam Prasad Bhol
(54), Abhishek Chavan (54)
and Kalpesh Nalawade (55)
among others.

In the women’s section,
Kavya Shree of Jharkhand
continued to lead with 66
points, and was followed by
Nidhi Gupta, Deepa Naik,
Aakanksha Kadam, Tanish-
ka Viswakarma, Shruti So-
nawane, Mantasha Igba-
l,and Neha Kumari among
others in a field of 41.

Easily done: Abhishek Pradhan, right, had the measure of Abhay Singh in quick time.

didn’t come up with many
drop shots, his double
boasts fetched him quite a
few points, especially in the
third game. Abhay was not
the player one knows about.

O. Chandrasekharan
passes away

He was a defender in one of India’s
finest football teams in the 1960s

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

0. Chandrasekharan, a de-
fender in one of India’s fin-
est football teams, passed
away here on Tuesday. He
was 86 and is survived by
wife, two sons and a
daughter.

Chandrasekharan was a
member of the Indian team
at the 1960 Rome Olympics
and also a star of the team
that won gold at the 1962 Ja-
karta Asian Games, the
country’s last triumph at
the Asiad.

Just before India’s match
against Hungary at the
Rome Olympics, the Indian
hockey players had a warn-
ing for the footballers.

“Don’t concede more
than 10 goals, our hockey
players told us, for Hungary
was the European cham-
pion then,” Chandrasekha-
ran had told this writer dur-
ing a chat a few years ago.

But India surprised eve-
rybody by giving Hungary a
scare, losing narrowly 1-2. It
also held France 1-1 and
then lost its last league
match to Peru 1-3.

Top-notch squad
Though India finished
fourth in the 1956 Mel-
bourne Olympics, where
Neville D’souza scored a
hat-trick against host Aus-
tralia, legendary coach S.A.
Rahim felt that the 1960
team was the best.

“Our coach S.A. Rahim
always used to say that the

He was subdued for the
most part, lacking in inten-
sity and fighting spirit.

“I was expecting a tough-

er battle, and in fact, the last
time we met at the Maha-

0. Chandrasekharan.
=FILE PHOTO

Rome team was the best he
had coached.

And it had around six
players who had played in
the 1956 Olympics but not
Neville, he was not in form
then,” Chandrasekharan,
who played alongside Ne-
ville in Mumbai’s Caltex
team at the WIFA Harwood
League, had once said.

Santosh Trophy success
Chandrasekharan who
hailed from Irinjalakuda la-
ter moved to Mumbai and
was the captain of the Mah-
arashtra team that won the
Santosh Trophy in the
sixties.

A genial man, Chandra-
sekharan was with the State
Bank of India and retired as
its zonal manager.

After S.S. Narayan and
S.S. Hakim, who both
played in the Rome Olym-
pics team and passed away
recently, the country has
lost three of its finest foot-
ball stars in the space of 20
days.

rashtra Open State closed Sa-
tellite tournament in 2018, I
beat him in five games,” said
Abhishek, who was found
COVID-19 positive when he
came to play in the PSA Chal-
lenger tournament here in
March-April this year.

Akshaya Sri continued her
dream run, with an authori-
tative 11-9, 11-8, 11-2 win over
Sachika Balvani, the third
seed.

The results (quarterfinals):
Men: S. Velavan bt Harinderpal
Singh Sandhu 9-4 (concd.); Abh-
ishek Agarwal bt Kanhav Nana-
vati 11-7, 11-5, 11-5; Rahul Baitha
bt Aadit Zaveri 11-7, 11-6, 11-1;
Abhishek Pradhan bt Abhay
Singh 11-8, 11-6, 11-6.

Women: Sunayna Kuruvilla bt
Urwashi Joshi 17-15, 11-6, 11-13,
11-5; Akshaya Sri bt Sachika Bal-
vani 11-9, 11-8, 11-2; Aparajitha
Balamurukan bt  Abhisheka
Shannon 13-11, 11-7, 11-7; Tanvi
Khanna bt Janet Vidhi 11-4, 11-4,
11-6.

It’s a surreal feeling, says Vivek

Midfielder nominated for FIH Rising Star of t

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Indian men’s hockey mid-
fielder Vivek Sagar Prasad
said it felt surreal to be nom-
inated for the FIH Rising Star
of the Year Award for the se-
cond time in his career, hav-
ing already claimed the ho-
nour in the 2019-20 season.

Vivek was part of the
team’s bronze winning feat
at the Tokyo Olympics.

“I never imagined this
would happen again. It’s a
surreal feeling to have been

Vivek. =GETTY IMAGES

nominated for the second
time in the same category
(FIH Rising Star of the Year

Rani Khera, Khera Kalan

in title clash

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

One-sided matches proved
the flavour of the day as Ra-
ni Khera Club and Khera Ka-
lan Hockey Centre regis-
tered big wins in the
semifinals of the Delhi sub-
junior women hockey
championship at the Nation-
al Stadium here on Tuesday.

Rani Khera thrashed Jhil-
mil Hockey Centre 16-0 with

Pooja (5 goals), Anjali, Kum-
kum (4) and Muskan (3) con-
tributing to the tally. In the
second semifinal, Khera Ka-
lan drubbed Mundka XI
11-0. Varsha Pal, Nishu Rana,
Anshika (3 goals each) and
Nisha (2) were the scorers.

The results: Rani Khera 16
(Pooja 5, Anjali 4, Kumkum 4,
Muskan 3) bt Jhilmil Hockey
Centre 0. Khera Kalan 11 (Var-
sha Pal 3, Nishu Rana 3, Anshi-
ka 3, Nisha 2) bt Mundka XI O.

»

he Year Award again

Awards),” Vivek, who is one
of the six nominated
players, said in a release is-
sued by Hockey India.

“I got to know this late in
the night when I saw texts
from my friends congratulat-
ing me. To be honest, it’s
really overwhelming.”

The Indian hockey contin-
gent made the shortlist of all
the categories of FIH Awards
2020-21.

The 2l-year-old, who
played a vital role in the
campaign, said: “It’s the re-
sult of teamwork and the
support of senior players.

Rawat, Dahiya
bat well

~vew peLH: Mayank Rawat
(57) and Virender Dahiya
(55) guided S.S. Sports to a
four-wicket victory over
ACC XI in the final of the

M.R. Kangra memorial
cricket tournament on
Monday.

The scores: ACC XI 226/6 in
20 overs (Anuj Rawat 53, Pra-
mod Chandila 47, Arun Cha-
prana 37, Rahul Tewatia 28)
lost to S. S. Sports Club 227/6
in 18.5 overs (Mayank Rawat
57, Virender Dahiya 55, Uvais
Ahmad 31, Yash Dhull 28).

A ND-NDE
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