
The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) on Thursday vi-
sited ‘Mannat’, actor Shah
Rukh Khan’s house, to col-
lect certain material related
to the investigation in the
case of his son, Aryan Khan,
who is in judicial custody ov-
er his alleged chats related to
drugs on WhatsApp.

The agency on Thursday
also summoned actor Ana-
nya Pandey to record her
statement after her name ap-
peared in the WhatsApp
chats. She visited the NCB of-
fice in the afternoon along
with her father and actor
Chunky Pandey. Earlier in
the day, Mr. Khan visited his
son at Arthur Road Jail. 

NCB Zonal Director Sa-
meer Wankhede, in a press
release, said, “Today on 21

October, a team of NCB
Mumbai Zonal Unit officials
visited Mannat, the resi-
dence of Shri Aryan Khan in
connection with Cr 94/21 for
seeking certain material re-
lated to the investigation of
the case from Mr. Sharukh
Khan, F/o Aryan Khan by fol-
lowing due procedure of not-

ice etc. It wasn’t a raid as er-
roneously reported in
certain sections/channels of
media.”

Fresh allegations 
Continuing his series of alle-
gations against Mr. Wank-
hede, Nationalist Congress
Party leader and Maharash-
tra Minister Nawab Malik
said the extortion money
collected by the NCB from
Bollywood was collected in
the Maldives when the offic-
er’s relatives, including his
sister, Jasmeen Wankhede,
also known as Lady Don,
were there when many Bol-
lywood stars, too, were in
that country. “Was he also
there?” the Minister said. 

Mr. Malik also released
photographs of Ms. Wank-
hede when she was in the
Maldives.

No raid at Shah Rukh’s house, says NCB
It was for collection of material related to investigation in Aryan’s case: agency

In the spotlight: Shah Rukh
Khan leaving Arthur Road Jail
after visiting Aryan. * PTI

Staff Reporter

Mumbai

The Central Empowered
Committee (CEC), consti-
tuted by the Supreme
Court, has asked the Assam
government to act on ille-
gal construction in the
identified wildlife corridors
of the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve. 

In a letter to the State’s
Chief Secretary on October
6, CEC Member-Secretary
Amarnatha Shetty said an
action taken report should
be submitted to the panel
within four weeks. 

The CEC had taken note
of an inspection report on
violation of the court’s or-
der, which disallowed new
construction on private
lands that form part of the
nine animal corridors.

‘Act on illegal
construction 
in Kaziranga’
RAHUL KARMAKAR
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Sidhu and Amarinder
clash over farm laws
CHANDIGARH

As the turmoil within the
Congress’s Punjab unit
continues, party State chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu and
former CM Captain Amarinder
Singh (retd.) engaged in a
sharp exchange of words on
Thursday over the farm laws.
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IN BRIEF

Man booked on conversion
charges in Uttar Pradesh
LUCKNOW 

A man from Fatehpur district
in U.P. was booked under 
the new anti-conversion 
law in the State for trying 
to convert his wife to Islam.
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FARMERS’ PROTEST TO

CONTINUE, SAYS BKU " PAGE 3

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday said it
would hear actor Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
Khan’s bail petition on
October 26.

The special Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act court
extended the judicial
custody of Mr. Aryan
and co-accused Arbaaz
Merchant and Munmun
Dhamecha till October
30. Mr. Aryan was
arrested on October 3. 

HC to hear
bail plea on
October 26
Special correspondent

MUMBAI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said public roads
could not be blocked to ham-
per free movement even as
farmers and the Govern-
ment verbally clashed dur-
ing the physical hearing, ov-
er who is responsible for the
nearly two-year blockade.

Farmers, represented by
senior advocate Dushyant
Dave and advocate Prashant
Bhushan, said roads were
deliberately blocked to turn
public sentiments against
them. They should be al-
lowed to enter the Ram Lila
Maidan and Jantar Mantar to
continue their protests
against the agricultural laws.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for Haryana, remind-
ed the court about the Red
Fort violence in January that
left several hundreds injured
and others killed.

A Bench led by Justice S.K.

Kaul acknowledged that
“there is a problem with
movement, we are not going
to accept there is no pro-
blem”. 

A solution should be
found for the impasse bet-
ween farmers and the Go-
vernment, it said.

The court noted that it

had laid down the law in the
Shaheen Bagh protests case
that the right to protest
should not hamper the right
to movement of the public.
Justice Kaul observed, “The
law is laid down. There is no
reason for the SC to lay down
the law again and again...”

Mr. Dave said the right to

protest was a fundamental
right. The roads were
blocked by the police. The
government’s view on vio-
lence by protesters seemed
to be skewed, he said.

SC says farmers have right to
protest, but can’t block roads
Farmers blame police, seek nod to protest at Ram Lila Maidan, Jantar Mantar 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Impasse continues: Farmers staging a protest in Noida on Thursday. * PTI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

India completed 100 crore
doses of COVID-19 vaccines
on Thursday, in about nine
months since the drive be-
gan. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his gratitude
to doctors, nurses and all
those who worked on cross-
ing the milestone. He tweet-
ed, “India scripts history. We
are witnessing the triumph
of Indian science, enterprise
and collective spirit of 130
crore Indians. Congrats In-
dia on crossing 100 crore
vaccinations.”

“The vaccine has brought
pride and protection in the
lives of our citizens,” Mr. Mo-
di noted. He visited the Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital
here and interacted with
healthcare workers and peo-
ple receiving the vaccine.

To mark the occasion, the
Union Health Ministry held a

series of events and released
a two-minute video on the
nation’s fight against CO-
VID-19. 

Hailing the achievement,
UNICEF India representative
Yasmin Ali Haque said, “As
Indian families recover from
the recent devastating CO-
VID-19 wave, for many, this
milestone means hope.”

Regional Director of WHO
South-East Asia Poonam
Khetrapal Singh also termed
it an extraordinary feat. 

PM congratulates healthcare workers for the milestone

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India crosses 100 crore
COVID-19 vaccine doses
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday revived the or-
ganised crime charges
against a man accused of
harbouring the alleged kill-
ers of journalist Gauri Lan-
kesh, whose murder four
years ago struck a deadly
blow to the freedom of
speech and expression in
the country. Gauri was
shot dead outside her
home in Bengaluru in 2017. 

A three-judge Bench,
led by Justice A.M. Khan-
wilkar, upheld the appeal
filed by Kavitha Lankesh,
Gauri’s sister, that the
prior approval given by the
Bengaluru City Police
Commissioner to invoke
offences under the Karna-
taka Control of Organised
Crimes Act against accused
Mohan Nayak was legally
valid. Ms. Kavitha’s appeal
before the top court came
after the Karnataka High
Court dropped the organ-
ised crime charges against
Nayak earlier this year.

Organised
crime charges
valid in Gauri
case, says SC
legal correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will travel to Glasgow
on October 31 to attend the
UN Climate Change Confe-
rence (COP26), India has
conveyed to the British Go-
vernment this week, sources
confirmed. 

The decision comes even
as climate negotiation dele-
gations from the United
States, the European Union
and the United Kingdom tra-
velled to Delhi to discuss In-
dia’s climate goals. 

Mr. Modi and U.K. Prime
Minister Boris Johnson are
expected to jointly launch
the “one world, one solar,
one grid” initiative at the
summit where at least 120
world leaders have con-
firmed their attendance. 

British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss will land in Delhi
on Friday, and will meet
with Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav to finalise
details of Mr. Modi’s
programme.

Meanwhile, a senior U.S.
delegation led by Robert
Blake, a retired diplomat ap-

pointed by U.S. Special En-
voy John Kerry to coordinate
with India on the climate fi-
nancing and clean energy
partnership, is also in Delhi
for talks with the Environ-
ment Ministry.

On his previous two visits
to India, Mr. Kerry had
pressed hard for India to up-
date its climate goals, as only
a few countries have done
thus far after the Paris cli-
mate accord, and also to an-
nounce a deadline for phas-
ing out coal and achieving a
“Net Zero” carbon emission
target.

Mr. Blake’s visit coincides
with that of European Union
Executive Vice President for
the “European Green Deal”
Frans Timmerman, who has
been in Delhi for the Inter-
national Solar Alliance. 

‘A positive sign’
Mr. Modi’s decision to at-
tend the summit in Glasgow,
where he will fly directly
from the G-20 summit in
Rome (October 30-31) is
seen as a positive sign that
India will announce an up-
dated plan at the confe-
rence, diplomats said. India

was expected to update its
Nationally Determined Com-
mitments (NDCs) to reflect
its ambition to install 450
GW of renewable energy by
2030, but the deadline for
submitting updated NDCs to
the United Nations, ahead of
the Glasgow summit, was
passed on October 12 with-
out the announcement. 

“The truth is, apart from
China, India, as a growing
economy, and a major con-
tributor to carbon emis-
sions, is also the most im-
portant country in terms of
ensuring the world meets its
deadlines on countering cli-
mate change, and all eyes
are on the clear time-bound
commitments Prime Minis-
ter Modi will make at the
COP26 in Glasgow,” a west-
ern diplomat told The Hin-

du, explaining the rush of
delegations to Delhi this
week.

Both Mr. Kerry and
COP-26 President-Designate
from the U.K., Alok Sharma,
have also made two visits
each to India this year with
this on the agenda. 

Delegations from U.S., EU, and U.K. visit Delhi to discuss India’s climate goals

Colourful message: Artists in Glasgow painting a mural near
Scottish Events Centre, venue for the summit. * GETTY IMAGES

Suhasini Haidar 
Jacob Koshy 

NEW DELHI
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PM to attend climate meet in Glasgow

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Govern-
ment if it wants to revisit the
limit of ₹8 lakh annual in-
come fixed for determining
the Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) category for
reservation in NEET admis-
sions for medical courses un-
der the all-India quota.

A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud expressed its

annoyance at the Govern-
ment for not filing an affida-
vit explaining how it reached
the ₹8 lakh figure to identify
the EWS category for grant
of reservation.

“Tell us if you want to revi-
sit the criterion or not. If you
want us to discharge our du-
ties, then we are ready to do
so. We are formulating ques-
tions... you need to answer
them,” Justice Chandrachud
addressed Additional Solici-

tor-General K.M. Natraj, for
the Government.

The court said it might
even “stay the Government
notification fixing ₹8 lakh for
determining the EWS”.

“You cannot just pick ₹8
lakh out of the thin air and
fix it as a criterion. Was any
demographic study or data
taken into account in fixing
the limit,” the Bench asked. 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Do you want to revisit ₹8 lakh 
slab for EWS quota, SC asks Govt.
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CITY

“I asked her to accompany us to
my sister-in-law’s house that day,
but she refused and said she would
go some other time. That is what
cost her life,” Sunita (35) said, re-
ferring to her 65-year-old mother-
in-law Rajwati, who was stabbed to
death by a man inside her house in
north Delhi’s Burari in June.

The accused, Shubham (27),
used to work at Sunita’s husband
Pramod’s shop and knew that the
couple had left their home in the
evening, leaving Rajwati alone.
“Around 9 p.m, he came to our
house and asked for a glass of wa-
ter. Soon after my mother-in-law
went inside, Shubham entered the
house and began opening the cup-
boards in one of the rooms,” Suni-
ta said.

After the elderly woman saw
Shubham, she raised an alarm fol-
lowing which he took her to anoth-
er room, pushed her to the floor,
and stabbed her multiple times in
the neck, eventually killing her.

“After robbing some of our cash
and jewellery, he burnt our identi-
ty documents. He even wanted to
burn my mother-in-law’s body but
failed to do so as smoke started
emanating from the house and
neighbours raised an alarm, fol-
lowing which he fled the spot,” the
daughter-in-law said. 

In another latest instance, 78-
year-old Uma Jain’s house in Pan-
dav Nagar was attacked in the ear-
ly hours of October 3 by three
bike-borne men who fired four
rounds at the front door before
speeding off.

“I have never faced such an inci-
dent in the 45 years that I have
lived here,” the septuagenarian
said. “It would be better if I am
provided some form of police
security.”

The National Crime Records Bu-
reau report of crime in India in
2020 has put the spotlight on
crimes against senior citizens,
with Delhi topping the chart
among 19 metropolitan cities. As
per the data, 906 such crimes
against elderly persons were re-
corded last year, of which 405 cas-
es were of theft, 108 cases of for-
gery, cheating and fraud, 37 cases
of simple injury, eight cases of as-
sault on women to outrage their

modesty, seven cases of murder,
and five cases of criminal trespass.
Significantly, Delhi was the only ci-
ty reporting four cases of rape
against elderly persons.

Of the 906 cases in 2020, char-
gesheets were filed in only 131 cas-
es, the lowest among all metro ci-
ties at 25.3%. 

However, there has been a re-
duction in such crimes in 2020 as
compared to 2019 when the num-
ber had gone up to 1,076. Mumbai
had secured the first spot in
crimes against senior citizens in
2018 and 2019.

In light of this, The Hindu spoke
to victims, police officers, and Re-
sident Welfare Associations (RWA)
to get an idea how such crimes are
planned and executed and how el-
derly persons have become vul-
nerable not only from outsiders
but even from their own family
members.

Modus operandi
A senior police officer, requesting
anonymity, said, “These crimes
mostly occur in posh and upscale
localities where the accused know
that the elderly person is affluent
and has been staying alone with
children living either out of the ci-
ty or abroad.”

The officer said that usually
there exists a well-organised nexus
of maids, drivers, watchmen,
among other employees, who
keep tabs on which house can be
easily targeted.

“This has mostly got to do with
the inefficient system of back-
ground checks of such people.
Most residents don’t think twice

before hiring such persons; there
should always be a foolproof pol-
ice verification,” the officer said.

Another police officer said the
offence becomes heinous when
the said residents raise an alarm or
refuse to succumb to the demands
of the accused.

Just three months ago, Kitty
Kumaramangalam, the 70-year-
old wife of former Union Minister
P.R. Kumaramangalam, was mur-
dered in a robbery bid at her
house in south Delhi’s posh Vasant
Vihar by her laundryman and his
two aides. 

Domestic disputes
“There are also cases of intra-fami-
ly disputes which affect senior citi-
zens mentally and physically. We
have seen recurrent cases where
the elderly person is harassed by
the son or daughter-in-law over
property and subsequently threa-
tened with dire consequences,” a
senior police officer from South
district said.

“Elderly persons are easy tar-
gets for online fraudsters as the
former are technologically back-
ward and might easily fall for fake
offers and websites,” another pol-
ice officer said.

Delhi Police has a designated se-
nior citizen cell which caters to
grievances raised by elderly per-
sons registered with them. “In
most cases, where we are ap-
proached on our helpline number,
elderly persons raise intra-family
issues but in case we receive a se-
rious case, we direct it to the local
police for legal action,” an officer
from the cell said.

As the annual NCRB report puts Delhi in the top spot in crimes against
the elderly in 2020, old vulnerabilities remain: senior citizens are most
at risk from their closest circle, be it maid, watchman, or kith and kin

Arnabjit Sur

New Delhi

The threat within

The dengue situation in Delhi is completely
under control and an adequate number of
beds are available in hospitals, Health Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain said on Thursday. 

“Patients from outside Delhi are also be-
ing treated here. At present, 25% of the total
dengue patients in Delhi hospitals are from
outside the city,” Mr. Jain said. 

The percentage of beds reserved for CO-
VID-19 patients has been reduced to 10% so
that there will be enough beds for dengue
patients, the government said. 

“There are about 11,000 beds in Delhi go-
vernment hospitals, but only 221 patients
are admitted there,” a statement said.

Dengue situation under
control in Delhi: Minister 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday asked its Registrar
General to find out if the city
Government’s revised esti-
mate of ₹79.48 crore from an
earlier projection of over
₹220 crore for setting up in-
frastructure for hybrid hear-
ings in district courts here
was feasible.

A Bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
said the response of the Re-
gistrar General should be du-
ly supported with expert
opinion.

Earlier estimate: ₹220 cr.
The court pointed out that an
earlier estimate of over ₹220
crore, which was submitted
by the High Court registry to
the Delhi Government, was

brought down to ₹79.48
crore on account of lowered
specifications of the infras-
tructure proposed to be in-
stalled for hybrid hearings.

“You (Government) have
put a ceiling of ₹79 crore at
your end. Has anyone ap-
plied his mind to say that ₹79
crore is good enough for vir-
tual court? How can you go
to the IT Department later?”

the Bench asked.
Delhi Government’s coun-

sel said the revised estimate
of ₹79 crore has received “in
principle” approval of the Fi-
nance Department and after
the receipt of a proposal from
the relevant authorities, it
will be sent to the IT Depart-
ment of the Delhi Govern-
ment for further approval.

The counsel said IT ex-
perts were “taken into confi-
dence” while deciding the re-
vised estimate and in case
the infrastructure needs an
upgrade, the same will be
done.

The High Court, which
was hearing two pleas by la-
wyers Anil Kumar Hajelay
and Manashwy Jha seeking
various prayers including
conducting hybrid hearings
in district courts on physical

hearing days because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, posted
the case for further hearing
on November 9.

It sought status reports
from the Delhi Government
after it receives approval
from its IT Department as
well as on the outcome of its
meeting with the representa-
tives of tribunals functioning
under it on the infrastruc-
ture required for hybrid
hearings.

In the previous hearing,
the High Court had asked the
Delhi Government for a time-
line for putting the system in
place in the trial courts here.
It had said that the purpose
of the exercise was to ensure
that no inconvenience is
caused to advocates and liti-
gants in case of a third wave
of COVID-19.

Is ₹79 crore enough for hybrid
courts infrastructure, asks HC
Court asks Registrar General to find out if the Govt.’s revised estimate is feasible

Staff Reporter

New Delhi A domestic help has been ar-
rested from north Delhi’s Wa-
zirabad for allegedly staging
a robbery of ₹5 lakh, belong-
ing to his employer, in order
to start his own venture. His
cousin brother has also been
arrested for allegedly assist-
ing him in the crime.

According to the police,
they received a PCR call on
Monday from the accused,
Deepak, 34, who alleged that
two bikers had robbed him of
his mobile phone and cash
worth ₹5 lakh.

After a police team
reached the spot, Deepak
claimed that he had collected
₹5 lakh from Sector 3 in Rohi-
ni around 5.45 p.m. on the in-
structions of his employer,
Rajeev Bansal. He told the
police that he had kept the

money in his scooty and was
going to deliver it at Seelam-
pur when around 6.20 p.m.,
near the Burari flyover, two
men on a bike threw red chil-
li powder in his eyes, forcing
him to stop the scooty. The
pillion rider caught hold of
Deepak and snatched his mo-
bile phone and the money,
the accused told the police.

However, when a police

team inspected the crime
scene, it found no red chilli
powder at the spot or on the
clothes of the complainant.
“He was also changing his
statement frequently. His
employer was called to the
spot and during technical
probe, the complainant’s ver-
sion was also not matching
his timing,” DCP (North) Sa-
gar Singh Kalsi said.

After Deepak was interro-
gated, he allegedly broke
down and disclosed that in
order to open a new business
he hatched a plan with his
cousin , Aslam, 39, to stage a
fake robbery and steal his
employer’s money. He also
allegedly disclosed that he
had worked with Bansal for
five to six years without a pol-
ice verification and was in-
volved in previous criminal
cases of similar nature.

‘Duo planned to steal employer’s money to start own venture’
Arnabjit sur

New Delhi

Domestic help, cousin held
for staging robbery of ₹5 lakh

Accused Deepak and Aslam
in police custody. * SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT

The air quality in the city
improved to the higher end
of “moderate” category on
Thursday from the “poor”
level on Wednesday and it
is expected to worsen in
the next two days, as per
official data. 

The air pollution had in-
creased to the “poor” cate-
gory for the first time this
season on Saturday and im-
proved to the “good” level
on Monday. 

On Thursday, the contri-
bution of stubble burning
to PM2.5 in Delhi was esti-
mated to jump to 15% and
the number of active fire
counts was 1,234, accord-
ing to SAFAR. “However, lo-
cal winds are moderate and
that enhances dispersion of
pollutants keeping the AQI
in moderate category.”

Air quality
improves to
‘moderate’
category
Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

A tumour bigger than the
“size of a football” and
weighing 13.8 kg was re-
moved from the chest of a
25-year-old man, according
to a private hospital.

The tumour had occu-
pied more than 90% of the
chest area of the person,
reducing the lung function
by 90%. “It was a four-hour
surgery, which involved
opening of both the sides
of the chest and cutting the
chest bone in between,”
said Dr. Udgeath Dhir, head
of cardiothoracic and vas-
cular surgery, Fortis Hospi-
tal, Gurugram. 

13.8 kg tumour
removed from
man’s chest
Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

Several student groups un-
der the banner of All India
Forum for Right to Educa-
tion (AIFRTE) staged a prot-
est outside the Ministry of
Education building on
Thursday, demanding reo-
pening of all educational in-
stitutions. They said their
prolonged closure has led to
disruption in the education
system. 

The protesters said that
despite governments open-
ing markets, malls, bars, ho-
tels and cinemas, no steps
have been taken to ensure
that educational institutions
are opened with sufficient
health checks in place to as-
sure students, parents and

teachers of their safety.
“The tragic consequence

of this unnecessary closure
is that lakhs of school and
college students have simply
had to drop out of educa-
tional institutions,” the stu-
dents said. 

They added that that Un-
ion and State Governments
are concerned about how ex-
ams are going to be held and
not about how the academic
activities of the students are
going to be restored.

The students also protest-
ed the recommendations of
a government-appointed pa-
nel that has suggested doing
away with the non-NET (Na-
tional Eligibility Test) fellow-
ship offered to research stu-
dents at Central universities. 

Students stage protest seeking
reopening of schools, colleges
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

A ruckus erupted at the
North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration’s monthly meeting
on Thursday with Opposition
leaders alleging that the BJP-
led civic body had “failed to
implement the tax waiver for
houses measuring up to 50
square metres”. 

The North civic body had
approved a proposal to waive
property tax for houses mea-
suring up to 50 square
metres in approved colonies,
rural areas and unauthorised
colonies. The move was
aimed to benefit three lakh

property owners. 
Congress councillor Mu-

kesh Goel said, “We were
told that a preamble would
be brought forward regard-
ing the waiver but nothing of
the sort has been done. If
they can make the announce-
ment, then they should stick
by it.”

Leader of Opposition from
the Aam Aadmi Party, Vikas
Goel, said that it was evident
how the BJP “has been mis-
leading the people of Delhi”.

“They (BJP) had also put
up hoardings all over Delhi
congratulating this move.
However, it pains me to in-

form you that in the House
today, the Mayor himself, as
well as the Commissioner,
have admitted that no such
proposal has been made,” he
said.

Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh
said he was “waiting for the
Commissioner’s approval” to
issue a notification regarding
the tax waiver. 

“We are in talks with the
South and East civic bodies
in order for them to imple-
ment the waiver as well. We
want the three civic bodies to
implement the tax waiver as
a Diwali gift for the people of
Delhi,” Mr. Singh said. 

Oppn. hits out at North civic body
over delay in property tax waiver 
‘Talks on with other corporations to implement it together’

Muneef Khan

New Delhi The Delhi High Court on
Thursday told the city police
not to “harass” restaurants
and bars, which have filed
pleas seeking permission to
serve herbal-flavoured hoo-
kahs, by parking their vehi-
cles outside the premises.

Justice Rekha Palli said the
police can conduct random
checks in restaurants and
bars to see if hookahs are be-
ing served but can’t keep
police personnel posted out-
side the premises as it will af-
fect business.

The counsel for Delhi pol-
ice said the force will not

park vehicles outside the
premises but it will conduct
random checks on to ensure
that they don’t serve hoo-
kahs till an order is passed by
the court on their petitions.

The court was informed
that the order of the Delhi
Disaster Management Auth-
ority, prohibiting the use of
herbal hookahs in public
places to contain the spread
of COVID-19, will continue to
be in force till further orders.

The court asked the Delhi
Government to reconsider
the issue within five days. In
case it still feels that prohibi-
tion is necessary, it should
file an affidavit, the HC said. 

Delhi HC tells police not
to harass restaurants, bars
‘Can conduct checks for herbal hookah’
Staff Reporter

New Delhi
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After the Supreme Court’s
observation on indefinite
blockage of roads during the
ongoing farmers’ agitation
against three contentious
farm laws, the Bharatiya Ki-
san Union (BKU) removed a
tent from the service lane
that connects Delhi to Uttar
Pradesh. 

BKU national spokesper-
son Rakesh Tikait reiterated
that they never blocked the
road and it was the Delhi
Police that had been pre-
venting them from moving
inside Delhi by putting a se-
ven-layered barricade. 

“We have been waiting at
the border for 11 months. It
seems the SC feels that we
have been blocking the road
so we have cleared this road.
Delhi Police should allow us

to move into Delhi,” Mr Ti-
kait told reporters.

When asked where do the
farmers want to proceed, he
said, “to the place where
these laws had been made.”

Yudhvir Singh, general se-
cretary, BKU, said only one
tent that housed the media
centre for some time had
been removed. “There is a
misconception that we have

concluded the protest at the
Ghazipur border. The tent
has been removed to dispel
the notion that we are block-
ing the route. The protest is
very much on,” he said.

On the postponement of
the Lucknow mahapan-
chayat scheduled for Octob-
er 26, Mr Singh said the
mahpanchayat has been
pushed by a month because
of unseasonal rains. “Farm-
ers have suffered loses be-
cause of the rains and we
don’t want to push them in-
to the protest at this time,”
he said.

‘Centre-State tussle’
However, senior sources in
BKU said they could sense a
tussle between the Central
and State government on
the farmers’ issue and they
wanted to “wait and watch”

its outcome. 
“The way Yogi Adityanath

handled the Lakhimpur vio-
lence showed his positive in-
tent before the polls. He sent
his best officers to the
ground and allowed access
to Rakeshji to Lakhimpur. It
saved the situation from go-
ing out of hand and the im-
mediate demands of farm-
ers were met. In contrast,
the central government is
not dismissing the minister
who is accused in the case. It
appears that the Centre
wants to weaken the Yogi go-
vernment as part of BJP’s in-
ternal tussle,” said a senior
BKU leader on condition of
anonymity. “In fact, all State
governments, including that
of Haryana are against the
farm laws but the Centre has
made it an ego issue,” he
added.

Farmers’ protest to continue 
at Ghazipur border, says BKU
‘Tent removed to dispel the notion that farmers are blocking the road’ 

Anuj Kumar

Ghaziabad

BKU leader Rakesh Tikait

Braveheart: Roshini Rajurkar, widow of policeman Deepak Rajurkar, and her son Harshad get emotional as they hold his portrait
during the National Police Commemoration Day in Bhopal on Thursday. * PTI
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Remembering dad

TDP national president N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday began his 36-hour
protest against the recent at-
tacks on his party offices. 

Calling them acts of “State-
sponsored terrorism,” Mr.
Naidu sought the Union Go-
vernment’s intervention in
the matter to restore peace. 

‘Retrograde policies’
Addressing cadres at the TDP
headquarters near Mangala-
giri, which had been ran-
sacked by a mob on October
19, Mr. Naidu said the attacks
were a fallout of the criticism
of the Andhra Pradesh Go-
vernment’s “failure to curb
the smuggling of drugs, and
its negligence in probing the
links to the recent haul of he-
roin at the Mundra Port in
Gujarat.” 

“Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan

Mohan Reddy is getting im-
patient over the growing pu-
blic resentment against his
Government’s ineptitude in
curbing the drug menace, its
retrograde policies, and at-
tacks on democratic institu-
tions and constitutional auth-
orities,” Mr. Naidu said. 

Maintaining that the des-
truction of the party’s main
office was not a sporadic one,
Mr. Naidu alleged that it was
a “well organised attack
meant to intimidate the TDP

leaders raising their voice
against the Government’s
failures.”

“It is a culmination of two-
and-half years of lawlessness
and anarchy that has been
prevailing since the YSRCP
came to power in 2019,” Mr.
Naidu alleged. 

The Union Government
should note that the drug
mafia extended their busi-
ness to Gujarat, Telangana,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and a
few other States, the TDP
president said. 

“Youth have to be protect-
ed, lest the drug abuse would
become a major scourge,” he
cautioned. 

Insisting that the situation
was ripe for imposition of
President’s rule, Mr. Naidu
said, “The TDP is forced to
demand it to save the State
from Mr. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy’s autocratic regime.”

‘Attacks on TDP offices acts of State-sponsored terrorism’
Staff Reporter

Vijayawada

Chandrababu Naidu begins
protest, slams Andhra Govt.

TDP chief N. Chandrababu
Naidu on protest near
Mangalagiri on Thursday. *

Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal came in for some
lavish praise from Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, at a
virtual event on Thursday
for heading an “honest”
and “innovative”
government.

Inaugurating the Infosys
Foundation rest house at AI-
IMS National Cancer Insti-
tute in Jhajjar, Mr. Modi said
that Haryana had got an
“honest government under
the leadership of Manohar
Lal, deliberating about the
bright future of the State
round-the-clock”. 

The Prime Minister ad-
ded that Mr. Lal’s govern-
ment would be adjudged as
the most innovative and

one with a vision if the per-
formance of successive Ha-
ryana governments over
past five decades was ever
evaluated.

In the headlines
Mr. Lal has been making
headlines for all the wrong
of late for his statements on
how to tackle the ongoing
farmers’ agitation, and also
for unemployment, corrup-

tion, and incidence of rising
crime in the State.

The Chief Minister has
been under attack from his
own party leaders. Union
Minister of State and the
Lok Sabha MP from Guru-
gram Rao Inderjit Singh had
spoken of the party’s poor
performance at the As-
sembly polls at a recent ral-
ly. 

Mr. Lal’s strained rela-

tions with Home Minister
Anil Vij have also been mak-
ing headlines. 

In August, Mr. Lal had
fuelled speculations of a
shake-up within the party’s
State unit with his remarks
hinting that newly-appoint-
ed Union Cabinet Minister,
Bhupender Yadav, could
take up the leadership ba-
ton from senior leaders in
the State. 

Against this backdrop,
Mr. Lal’s supporters now
construe Prime Minister’s
remarks as a response to his
detractors and a stamp of
approval on his “style of
working”. 

This, they feel, also puts
to rest all speculations on
any change in State
leadership.

Modi comes to the rescue of ‘beleaguered’ Lal
He praises Haryana government led by the CM as ‘honest’ and ‘most innovative’
Ashok Kumar

GURUGRAM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the virtual inauguration of
Infosys Foundation’s rest house in Jhajjar on Thursday. * PTI

Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Deepender Hooda on Thurs-
day strongly objected to not
being invited to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s vir-
tual programme for the in-
auguration of Infosys
Foundation’s rest house at
AIIMS National Cancer Insti-
tute in Jhajjar.

In a press statement, Mr.
Hooda said he would have
made an appeal to the Prime
Minister for the completion
of ten more institutes at the
cancer institute if invited for
the event. He said these
were approved during the
UPA rule and he was duty-
bound to raise the demand
for their completion. 

I should have
been invited,
says Hooda
special correspondent

Gurugram

After enduring Income Tax
raids on businesses owned
by his relatives and aides
earlier this month, Deputy
Chief Minister and senior
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader Ajit Pawar on
Thursday hit out at the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
allegations that he had pur-
chased the Satara-based Ja-
randeshwar sugar factory
through shell companies.

Mr. Pawar said that he
has data of around 60-70
such sugar factories being
purchased by builders, pol-
iticos, big farmers and that
he would reveal all in a
press conference soon. 

“It is not only about the
Jarandeshwar factory, but I
have all the records of oth-
er factories which are being
sold and purchased in the
State and I will reveal this
in a detailed press confe-
rence tomorrow in Pune.
The number of such facto-
ries are 60-70… I will give
information about how ma-
ny factories were sold in
the State from the begin-
ning, at what price, and in
whose tenure,” said the De-
puty Chief Minister.

Ajit Pawar hits
out at BJP
after raids
Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Ever since the BJP-led Go-
vernment came to power in
Uttar Pradesh in March
2017, the State police have
shot dead 151 suspected cri-
minals in alleged exchange
of fire, officially termed as
‘encounters,’ Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said here
on Thursday. 

“We have a policy of zero
tolerance against crime and
criminals,” said Mr. Aditya-
nath at the Police Smriti Di-
was Parade. 

The Chief Minister also
said 3,473 suspected crimi-
nals were injured in these

operations. During the same
period, from March 30, 2017
to October 10, 2021, 13 pol-
ice personnel were killed
while 1,198 were injured, he
said. 

Mr. Adityanath also said
the police had taken action
against 45,603 persons un-
der the Gangsters Act and
against 657 under the Na-
tional Security Act, and
seized, demolished or freed
from illegal occupation pro-
perty worth ₹1,500 crore
from 25 persons designated
as ‘mafia' criminals and
their gang members. 

“It has sent a good mes-
sage in society. The credit
for creating fear of law
among criminals goes to the
tough action under law, ac-
tion plan and hard work of
the U.P. police,” said the
Chief Minister. 

151 ‘criminals’ shot dead in
encounters since 2017: Yogi 
We have a policy of zero tolerance against crime, says U.P. CM

Omar Rashid 

LUCKNOW

U.P. CM Yogi Adityanath
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Timings

DELHI

FRIDAY, OCT. 22

RISE 06:26 SET 17:45

RISE 18:54 SET 07:45

SATURDAY, OCT. 23

RISE 06:27 SET 17:44

RISE 19:29 SET 08:39

SUNDAY, OCT. 24

RISE 06:28 SET 17:43

RISE 20:08 SET 09:35

As the United Kingdom’s Car-
rier Strike Group (CSG) gets
ready for one of the biggest
joint exercises — Konkan
Shakti — with India’s armed
forces, its aircraft carrier
HMS Queen Elizabeth has an
added task — it aims to
strengthen military as well as
cultural ties with India with
an intent to “demonstrate
that democracies that have
similar views of the world
want to work together to
keep peace and stability”.

Amid reports that the joint
exercise may not be appre-
ciated by China, which could
see it as an answer to its
might, the CSG’s top officer
said peaceful negotiations re-

mained the only answer but
like-minded nations must
stand together to protect free
flow of trade. 

“But what is really impor-
tant is the nations, I mean In-
dia, the United Kingdom and
Japan and many others, in
that region are maritime
trading nations. Have been
for hundreds of years. We re-
ly on the free flow of trade,
unencumbered and that is
hugely important to us. And I
think if anybody tries to sty-
mie that or stop that, the like-
minded nations would want
to come together and stand
against it,” Commodore
Steve Moorhouse OBE, CSG
Commander, told reporters
onboard HMS Queen
Elizabeth.

He stated that was what lot
of these exercises were
about. “They demonstrate
that democracies that have
similar views of the world
want to work together to
keep peace and stability.
That could be in the South
China Sea or the western In-

dian Ocean or the Gulf of
Aden or the North Sea,” he
observed.

Stationed 50 miles off the
Mumbai coast, this is the first
aircraft carrier in the world,
designed from the outset to
operate fifth generation com-
bat aircraft, which will be
hosting members from in-
dustry, trade, science and
technology in coming days,
including a chef. 

“Specifically with India,
there is a whole comprehen-
sive and strategic partner-
ship that the two Prime Mi-
nisters have signed and
visioned out at Roadmap
2030. We are one part of it. I
am the expert in military
field. There are other areas of
partnership with India that

we are looking to strengthen
and take forward.” Commo-
dore Moorhouse noted.

Common protocols
Referring to the one of the
biggest exercises with India,
he pointed out that it was ve-
ry few times that the U.K. as a
nation held an exercise of
maritime, land and air at the
same time. “Can the British
Army quickly and securely
set up communication with
the Indian Army? Can we do
that with the Indian Navy.
Traditionally speaking, we
can’t. We got to go beyond
that. Common protocols are
needed so that Indian ships
can replenish from British
ships and vice-versa,” he
explained.

‘U.K., India joint military exercise is to keep peace and stability’ 
Aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth aims to strengthen cultural ties with India as well: CSG top officer
Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

An F-35B fighter jet on the
deck HMS Queen Elizabeth in
the Arabian Sea off Mumbai
coast on Thursday. * AFP

Days after an alleged Pakis-
tani national was arrested
for living in India on fake
identity and planning a ter-
ror strike, a Delhi court has
granted permission to the
police to conduct a poly-
graph test of the accused.

The Delhi Police Special
Cell had arrested Mo-
hammed Ashraf, who alleg-
edly had been living in In-
dia for 15 years as Ahmed
Ali Noori, from East Delhi’s
Laxmi Nagar on October 11.

Advocate Deepak Tyagi,
who is representing Ashraf,
said the police had sought
permission for a polygraph
test and the court granted
the same on Thursday. “In
their application, the police
said Mohammed Ashraf
was not cooperating in the

investigation and they
needed to conduct the
test,” he said.

‘Important case’
Police sources said the rea-
son cited for the polygraph
test was to extract more in-
formation and take the in-
vestigation further “as it’s
an important case”. The
polygraph test, also known
as lie detector test, has no
evidentiary value in court.

The police said they had
recovered an AK-47 rifle
with two magazines, 60 so-
phisticated pistols with 50
rounds and a hand grenade
at Ashraf ’s instance from
near the Yamuna, buried
under the soil.

He was a resident of Pa-
kistan’s Punjab who and
had come to India nearly 15
years ago; he was living

with fake documents which
had a Bihar address, said
the police.

Ashraf, according to the
police, stayed at a house in
Laxmi Nagar’s Aram Park
for less than a year about a
decade ago. He took docu-
ments from the then lan-
dlord to get his Aadhaar
card made.

The accused was sent to
14-day police custody. Dur-
ing interrogation and inves-
tigation, the police said, it
was found that Ashraf was
involved in the 2011 High
Court blasts. In 2007, he
had married a woman and
left her after three to four
months. 

“The reason to marry
was to acquire goodwill in
society and in-turn identity
documents,” an investiga-
tor said.

Delhi police said he was not cooperating in investigation
Hemani Bhandari

NEW DELHI

Court allows polygraph test
of ‘Pakistani’ terror accused 
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products and/or services. In no event can
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ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

A city court here on
Thursday acquitted Vit-
tal Malekudiya, a journal-
ist, and his father, Lin-
gappa Malekudiya, seven
years after they were
charged with treason.
The case had drawn na-
tional attention back in
2012.

Additional district and
sessions judge B.B. Jakati
acquitted the son and
the father of the charges
of having links with
Maoists. The police had
booked and arrested
them for offences under
Sections 120 B, and 124 A
of the Indian Penal Code
and under Sections 19
and 20 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act. They were released
on bail later.

In March 2012, Anti-
Naxal Force (ANF) per-
sonnel, led by sub-in-
spector Sachin Law-
rence, searched the
house of Mr. Vittal at Kut-
lur in Belthangady taluk,
under the Kudremukh
National Park limits,
Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict, and seized, among
other things, a book on
Bhagat Singh and some
articles related to Maoist
activities. The sub-in-
spector arrested Mr. Vit-
tal, who was then a post-
graduate journalism
student in Mangalore Un-

iversity, and his father. 
Mr. Vittal and his fath-

er were in judicial custo-
dy for about three
months. It was during
this period that he took
permission of the court
to write the first year
journalism course exam-
ination. Mangalore Un-
iversity had not declared
his result because of
shortage of attendance.
After his release on bail
in July 2012, he attended
classes for the first year
and subsequently com-
pleted the course. Mr.
Vittal is presently work-
ing in a Kannada daily in
Bengaluru. 

23 witnesses examined

The son and father were
mentioned as accused
no. six and seven while
absconding Maoist lead-
ers Vikram Gowda, Pra-
deepa, John, Prabha,
and Sundari were men-

tioned as accused no.
one to five. As accused
no. one to five remained
absconding, the court
split the case and tried
charges against the son
and father. A total of 23
witnesses were exa-
mined between Novem-
ber 2019 and September
2021. 

On Thursday, Mr. Vit-
tal Malekudiya told re-
porters that a false case
had been foisted against
him and his father as he
was leading the cause of
Malekudiya tribals who
were against displace-
ment from the forest. “I
knew we would come
clean,” he said. 

State president of the
Democratic Youth Feder-
ation of India Muneer Ka-
tipalla said the State Go-
vernment had to pay
compensation to the two
for foisting a false case of
treason against them.

Scribe, father acquitted
of treason charge
Duo was accused of having links with Maoists

SPecial correspondent

Mangaluru

Free at last: Journalist Vittala Malekudiya (second from
right) and his father Lingappa Malekudiya in Mangaluru
on Thursday. * RAGHAVA. M

Former Sena leader 
joins Congress in Goa
PANAJI

Former vice-president of the
Shiv Sena’s Goa unit Rakhi
Prabhudesai Naik, who recently
resigned from the party, joined
the Congress here on Thursday.
Ms. Naik was inducted into the
party in the presence of Goa
Pradesh Congress Committee
president Girish Chodankar. 
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EDITORIAL

Vaccination high point
It is a spectacular and
remarkable achievement
that India has crossed the
one billion mark as far as
COVID-19 vaccine doses are
concerned. The virus has
caused deep losses in
almost every field. It is a
feather in the cap of the
Indian government,
scientists, health workers
and the citizens of India in

this exercise of equitable
vaccine distribution. 
K.V. Seetharamaiah,

Bengaluru

Truth and justice
Ever since October 3, 2021,
the day the Lakhimpur
Kheri incident occurred,
pro- and anti- government
groups and the media have
been hyperactive — one
trying to downplay the

incident and the other to
draw political blood. Who
has succeeded is a million
dollar question right now,
but as the matter has
become sub judice further
vocal talk might attract
contempt of court
provisions. However, the
remark by the highest court
of the land that the Uttar
Pradesh government is
dragging its feet on the

issue is not misplaced if one
might understand the
sequence of events (Page 1,
October 21). The alleged
involvement of the son of a
Union Minister has become
the crux of it all. One
wonders why the Union
Minister concerned has not
tendered his resignation. As
they say, truth must prevail. 
Govardhana Myneedu,

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

war-battered people. In
fact, India’s aid should
extend beyond food-related
essentials, particularly, in
the areas of infrastructure
development, health care,
and the social and
economic empowerment of
the Afghan people. 
V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai

Fresh Afghan outreach
India’s decision to extend
humanitarian assistance to
the people in war-ravaged
Afghanistan is timely,
imperative and
commendable (Page 1,
October 21). 
Humaneness dictates that it
is unwise to link the horrific
backdrop of the Taliban
and humanitarian
assistance for the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

T
he winter is setting in in the
icy cold deserts of Ladakh
and there is no respite for In-

dian and Chinese soldiers who will
remain deployed against each oth-
er. Even if it is a period of calm at
the tactical level, the rarefied at-
mosphere, low temperatures and
high altitude take their toll on both
men and materiel. In the last 10
months, the Chinese Western
Theatre Command has seen four
commanders, two of them — Gen-
erals Zhang Xudong and Xu Qiling,
both ‘rising stars’ of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) — moved
out for serious health issues. 

An aggressive focus on India
This ought to have raised wider
concerns in the PLA about the
health and well-being of its men in
the theatre, leading to quick dein-
duction of its forces from eastern
Ladakh. However, going by the ob-
stinate Chinese stance in recent
weeks, the PLA seems singularly
uninterested in ending the pro-
longed deployment. The verbal at-
tacks have been matched by mas-
sive infrastructure construction,
induction of a large quantity of
modern equipment, and a sharp
increase in the number of military
exercises directed towards India.
These actions are not limited to
Ladakh but have also been initiat-
ed in the middle and eastern sec-
tors of the 3,488-kilometre long
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The PLA incursion into Barahoti
in Uttarakhand in August was a sig-
nificant pointer to the renewed
Chinese aggression against India.
Even though Barahoti is a disputed
area between the two sides, it has
been a demilitarised zone. No per-
sons in uniform enter the area.
This was violated when PLA sol-
diers came deep into Indian terri-
tory in uniform and damaged
some infrastructure. The forays of
Chinese patrols in Arunachal Pra-
desh have also increased in fre-

quency and duration, denoting
the PLA’s intention to keep the In-
dian military under pressure. Such
hostility carries the risk of trigger-
ing an unintended escalation, as
was the case after 200 PLA sol-
diers were stopped by an Indian
patrol in Arunachal Pradesh’s Ta-
wang earlier this month.

Western scholars with Chinese
connections point to two major
drivers for the PLA’s aggressive ap-
proach against India. The first is its
institutional interest as the ‘army
of the revolution’ which is now los-
ing its primacy to the PLA Air
Force and PLA Navy when it
comes to Taiwan or the South Chi-
na Sea. With China having re-
solved its boundary disputes with
most countries, the only major ad-
versary available for the PLA to
reassert its importance is India.
Even under President Xi Jinping,
the PLA remains a major actor in
the Chinese political system and
can promote actions that further
its institutional interests.

The second driver is the PLA’s
view that the Indian military has
been registering a greater pre-
sence on “Chinese territory” in
the border areas in the last 10-12
years. After the United Progressive
Alliance government decided to
build infrastructure and raise ad-
ditional forces for the China bor-
der, a larger number of Indian pa-
trols have been going more
frequently into areas which they
would rarely, if ever, visit. The
Doklam stand-off of 2017, when In-
dian soldiers walked onto Bhuta-
nese territory claimed by China,
was a turning point in the PLA’s
appreciation of Indian designs,
reinforcing its apprehensions
about territorial losses. Western
scholars say that there is a strong
constituency in the PLA that wants
to put India in its place, evoking an
eerie parallel to the discourse in
Mao’s China after 1959.

New Delhi’s response
In response to the PLA’s actions on
the LAC, the Indian military has al-
so inducted more modern military
platforms and systems on the Chi-
na border which has been backed
by infrastructure construction.
Despite these accretions, the
quantitive and qualitative asymm-

etry with the Chinese has widened
in the past 20 months. Senior In-
dian commanders hope that this
gap can be offset to some extent by
the vast operational experience of
Indian troops in hostile climactic
and terrain conditions but recog-
nise the very formidable nature of
Chinese challenge.

The Indian military always
maintained a defensive deterrence
against the PLA which worked for
nearly three decades before break-
ing down completely in 2020. The
new troop deployments and
equipment inductions, along with
infrastructure creation — show-
cased extensively to the Indian
media — are trying to reconstruct
that deterrence. India’s advantage
in dissuading a major military con-
flict with China is that as a lesser
power, it has to only deny an out-
right military victory to the PLA
for the top Chinese leadership to
lose face. Only time will tell wheth-
er this reconstructed deterrent
will work for India but a lot will de-
pend on factors that are beyond
the remit of the Indian military.

Impact on modernisation
The foremost among them is the
sharp decline in the Indian econo-
my after demonetisation, further
battered by the Government’s
poor handling of the novel corona-
virus pandemic. It means that New
Delhi is unable to generate enough
resources for military modernisa-
tion. Ashley Tellis had calculated
in 2016 that the Indian Air Force
(IAF) would need about 60 fighter
jet squadrons by 2020 for a serious
two-front threat from China and
Pakistan but is down to 30 and los-
ing numbers sharply. The Indian
Navy Chief’s pleas for another air-
craft carrier have been rebuffed
for want of funds. The parliamen-
tary standing committee on de-
fence has repeatedly warned

about the abnormally high share
of vintage equipment in the Indian
Army’s profile. So rapidly is the
technological asymmetry with the
PLA increasing, that in a few years
it is feared that India and China
will be fighting two different gen-
erations of war.

The second factor is the increas-
ingly divisive majoritarian politics
practised by the ruling party that
has left India vulnerable. The rul-
ing ideology has also held captive
the country’s foreign policy in the
neighbourhood, adversely affect-
ing Indian interests. The United
Arab Emirates-brokered back-
channel deal with Pakistan fell
through apparently because of
New Delhi’s policies in Kashmir,
reactivating the challenge of a two-
front collusive military threat. The
ceasefire on the Line of Control is
barely holding up, with infiltration
from the Pakistani side adding to
the local Kashmiri youth willing to
pick up the gun, opening another
half-front for the military. The re-
cent fracas with Bangladesh on the
treatment of religious minorities
or the ongoing turmoil over the in-
flux of Myanmar refugees in Mizo-
ram has left India, internally unba-
lanced, weaker in the region to
deal with China. The third is the
geopolitics arising out of the great
power competition in the Indo-
Pacific. Many strategic commenta-
tors in India had pinned their
hopes on the external rebalancing
via the Quad (India, the United
States, Australia, Japan) but the
grouping does not have a ‘hard
power’ agenda yet. That role
seems to have devolved upon the
AUKUS (the trilateral security pact
between Australia, the United
Kingdom and the United States).
Closer ties between Washington
DC and New Delhi, short of an al-
liance, leave the questions of ac-
tual support during a Sino-India
military crisis unanswered. With
the Chinese border assertions, is it
now that India needs the U.S.
more than the U.S. needs India?

The executive’s shadow
Finally, the lack of institutional
checks and balances on the politi-
cal executive, which imposes an
even bigger cost in decision-mak-
ing on national security issues. In

the Ladakh border crisis, the Go-
vernment and its supporters were
in denial about the Chinese ingress
into Indian territory for months,
including the Prime Minister’s
statement that no one had entered
Indian territory. Use of euphe-
misms like ‘friction points’ for
places of Chinese ingress or the re-
moval of an official report about
Chinese presence across the LAC
from the Defence Ministry’s web-
site or non-acknowledgement of
Indian soldiers in Chinese captivi-
ty after the Galwan clash have
been done to evade political ac-
countability. Parliament has not
been allowed to ask questions or
seek clarifications; nor has the par-
liamentary standing committee
deliberated upon the issue. Large
sections of Indian media have
been complicit in this cover up,
keeping the public in the dark and
blocking the feedback loop that
keeps democratic governments
honest and responsive. The costs
and consequences of a govern-
ment taking decisions after buying
its own spin on national security
issues will be inconceivable for
India.

Looking ahead
The amplitude of New Delhi’s
stance on the Sino-India border
crisis in the last 20 months has os-
cillated between denial and blus-
ter. Dampening the oscillations,
New Delhi’s avowed aim is to res-
tore the status quo on the LAC in
Ladakh that existed before May
2020. That has not happened so
far. In areas of disengagement, a
new status quo has been created
which curtails Indian patrolling
rights while the PLA remains en-
sconced on Indian territory in
Depsang, Hot Springs and Dem-
chok. Having publicly rebuffed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
2015 offer to delineate the LAC,
Beijing seems to have taken his
2014 prescription of ‘Inch towards
miles’ rather literally on the dis-
puted border. India now has no
choice but to be prepared for all
eventualities on the Sino-India
border.

Sushant Singh is Henry Hart Rice Lecturer

at Yale University, U.S. and Senior Fellow

at the Centre for Policy Research

Squaring off again in the Himalayan heights
Beijing seems to have taken the Modi prescription of 2014, of ‘Inch towards miles’, rather literally on the disputed border

Sushant Singh
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I
ndia’s participation in a meeting of 10 nations with
Taliban officials in Moscow and the signing of a joint
statement that recognised the “new reality” in Af-

ghanistan signal a decisive shift in the country’s ap-
proach towards the Islamist group. India had earlier ta-
ken a strong position against any kind of engagement
with the Taliban. In recent months, when the Taliban
were making steady advances towards Kabul, India had
established contacts with the Taliban’s political office in
Doha, Qatar, but this is the first time India met a top Ta-
liban delegation, which included Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Abdul Salam Hanafi, and, according to a Taliban
spokesperson, promised to send aid. India has vital in-
terests in Afghanistan. Over the 20 years, it has made
investments worth billions of dollars which it would
want to be protected. Last time the Taliban, which have
close ties with anti-India terrorist groups such as LeT
and the JeM, were in power, India saw a rise in violent
incidents in Kashmir as well as the hijacking of an In-
dian plane to Kandahar. Now the Taliban say they will
not allow Afghan soil to be used by any terrorist organ-
isation. It is in India’s interest to make sure that the Tali-
ban walk the talk. It would also not like to see an isolat-
ed Taliban being a Pakistani satellite. To meet these
goals, given the new reality in Afghanistan, engagement
with the Taliban looks a strategic necessity.

But this is a policy that needs to be pursued more
through regional diplomacy than bilateral engagement.
Bilaterally, India does not have much clout with the Ta-
liban. But Afghan’s new rulers, who are struggling with
an economy on the brink of collapse, are keener this
time to engage with regional powers. So the Moscow 10,
which includes China, Pakistan, Iran and the Central
Asian republics, has some leverage. These countries al-
so have shared interests in seeing the Taliban severing
its terror ties and Afghanistan being stabilised. If not,
instability could, once again, spread beyond Afghanis-
tan’s border. For this, the Taliban should be ready to
open up their government, share power with other pol-
itical and ethnic communities, and start respecting the
fundamental rights of Afghans. The last 40 years of Af-
ghanistan’s history are a brutal example of what could
go wrong if one party or group tries to amass all powers
in its hands. Despite these historical precedents, the Ta-
liban have shown little readiness to change their ways.
In the joint statement, India and the others asked the
Taliban to keep their commitment on forming an inclu-
sive government and ensure that their territory is not
being used by terrorist groups. These calls should not
end with the statements. While India and other region-
al countries should help Afghans during this period of
economic miseries, they should also use their collective
economic and political clout to mount pressure on the
Taliban to make political concessions at home.

Engaging the Taliban
India and regional powers should ensure that
the Afghan rulers respect their people’s rights 

I
ndia scripted history on Thursday with its COVID-19
vaccine doses administered crossing the one-billion
mark — accomplished in just about nine months af-

ter the vaccination programme rollout on January 16.
What is even more outstanding is the targeting of
adults. Unlike the established universal immunisation
programme, for infants and children, India has never
undertaken any massive universal adult vaccination
programme. That this exercise involving thousands of
health-care workers and others was carried out even
while in the midst of a huge number of daily cases in
April-May during the second wave makes it even more
remarkable. It became possible only because vaccine
manufacturers, the Serum Institute and Bharat Biotech,
were able to ensure uninterrupted vaccine availability
even if supply was limited in the beginning. If the Se-
rum Institute had the foresight to begin manufacture in
advance, Bharat Biotech’s capability to quickly develop
an indigenous vaccine with the ICMR ensured that India
did not have to endlessly wait for vaccine supplies from
other countries. If there was hesitancy initially even
among health-care workers, who were the first to be
eligible to receive the vaccines, the deadly second wave
led to a huge leap in vaccine uptake; vaccination was
opened up to all priority groups and to everyone above
18 years before the second wave peaked in early May.
India could have probably reached this grand milestone
earlier had time not been wasted in asking States to pro-
cure vaccines directly from the two manufacturers at a
higher cost to vaccinate the 18-44 age group.

While basking in glory, it is important not to lose
sight of the bigger goal of vaccinating all eligible adults
by the year-end. Even as vaccine supply is increasing,
the pace of the vaccination drive has to be speeded up
to meet the objective. If over 75% of the eligible adults
have already been vaccinated with one dose, the pro-
portion of adults who are fully vaccinated is only 31%.
Since vaccination with two doses is necessary to in-
crease the protection level, efforts should be directed at
increasing the pace of second dose vaccination. China
has already administered over 2.2 billion doses and ful-
ly vaccinated over 75% of the eligible population even
by mid-September. Crossing the one-billion mark be-
came possible as India stopped the export of vaccines,
impacting most low- and middle-income countries. On
October 14, nearly six months after halting exports, In-
dia finally supplied vaccines to four countries; further
supplies will depend on production and demand. It is
imperative that vaccine production is quickly ramped
up to meet demand. Any more delay in meeting inter-
national obligations will greatly hurt India’s credibility
as a reliable vaccine supplier to the global South.

Scripting history
India must not lose sight of the goal of

vaccinating all eligible adults by year-end

I
ndia has completed vaccination
of 100 crore doses on October
21, 2021, in just about nine

months since starting vaccination.
This has been a tremendous jour-
ney in dealing with COVID-19, es-
pecially when we recall how things
stood in early 2020. Humanity was
dealing with such a pandemic af-
ter 100 years and no one knew
much about the virus. We remem-
ber how unpredictable the situa-
tion appeared then, as we were
faced by an unknown and invisible
enemy mutating rapidly.

The scale and trust
The journey from anxiety to assu-
rance has happened and our na-
tion has emerged stronger, thanks
to the world’s largest vaccination
drive.

It has been a truly bhagirath ef-
fort involving multiple sections of
society. To get a sense of the scale,
assume that each vaccination took
just two minutes for a health-care
worker. At this rate, it took around
41 lakh man days or approximately
eleven thousand man years of ef-
fort to reach this landmark.

For any effort to attain and sus-
tain speed and scale, the trust of
all stakeholders is crucial. 

One of the reasons for the suc-
cess of the campaign was the trust
that people developed in the vac-
cine and the process followed,
despite various efforts to create

mistrust and panic. There are
some among us who only trust fo-
reign brands, even for simple ev-
ery day necessities. However,
when it came to something as cru-
cial as the COVID-19 vaccine, the
people of India unanimously trust-
ed ‘Made in India’ vaccines. This is
a significant paradigm shift.

India’s vaccine drive is an exam-
ple of what India can achieve if the
citizens and the Government
come together with a common
goal in the spirit of Jan Bhagidari.
When India started its vaccination
programe, there were many peo-
ple who doubted the capabilities
of 130 crore Indians. Some said In-
dia would take three to four years.
Some others said people will not
come forward to get vaccinated.
There were those who said there
will be gross mismanagement and
chaos in the vaccination process.
Some even said that India will not
be able to manage supply chains.

But just like the Janata Curfew
and subsequent lockdowns, the
people of India showed how spec-
tacular the results can be, if they
are made trusted partners.

When everyone takes owner-
ship, nothing is impossible. Our
health-care workers traversed hills
and crossed rivers across difficult
geographies to vaccinate people.
Our youth, social workers, health-
care workers, social and religious
leaders, all deserve credit for the
fact that India faces minimal vac-
cine hesitancy when compared to
even developed nations.

An equitable scheme
There was a lot of pressure from
different interest groups to give
preferential treatment to them in
vaccination. But the Government

ensured that, like our other
schemes, there is no VIP culture in
the vaccination drive either.

Preparing early
In early 2020, when COVID-19 was
rampaging across the world, it was
clear to us that this pandemic will
have to be eventually fought with
the help of vaccines. We started
preparing early. We constituted
expert groups and started prepar-
ing a road map right from April
2020.

Till today, only a handful of
countries have developed their
own vaccines. More than 180
countries are dependent on an ex-
tremely limited pool of producers,
and dozens of nations are still
waiting for the supply of vaccines,
even as India has crossed 100
crore doses! Imagine the situation
if India did not have its own vac-
cine. How would India have se-
cured enough vaccines for such a
large population and how many
years would that have taken? It is
here that credit should be given to
Indian scientists and entrepre-
neurs for rising to the occasion. It
is due to their talent and hardwork
that India is truly Aatmanirbhar
when it comes to vaccines. Our
vaccine manufacturers, by scaling
up to meet the demands of such a

large population, have shown that
they are second to none.

In a nation where governments
used to be known as a roadblock
impeding forward movement, our
government has instead been an
accelerator and enabler of pro-
gress. The Government partnered
with the vaccine makers right
from day one and gave them sup-
port in the form of institutional as-
sistance, scientific research, fund-
ing, as well as accelerated
regulatory processes. All Minis-
tries of the Government came to-
gether to facilitate the vaccine
makers and remove any bottle-
necks as a result of our ‘whole of
Government’ approach.

Logistics, the platform
In a country of the scale of India, it
is not enough to just produce. Fo-
cus has to be on last mile delivery
and seamless logistics. To under-
stand the challenges involved,
imagine the journey taken by one
vial of vaccines. From a plant in
Pune or Hyderabad, the vial is sent
to a hub in any of the States, from
where it is transported to the dis-
trict hub. From there, it reaches a
vaccination centre. This entails
the deployment of thousands of
trips taken by flights and trains.

During this entire journey, the
temperature has to be maintained
in a particular range which is cen-
trally monitored. For this, over
one lakh cold chain equipments
were utilised. States were given ad-
vance notice of the delivery sche-
dule of the vaccines so that they
could plan their drives better and
vaccines reached them on the pre-
decided days. This has been an un-
precedented effort in the history
of independent India.

All these efforts were comple-
mented by a robust tech platform
in CoWIN. It ensured that the vac-
cine drive was equitable, scalable,
trackable, and transparent. This
ensured that there was no scope
for favouritism or jumping the
queue. It also ensured that a poor
worker could take the first dose in
his village and the second dose of
the same vaccine in the city where
he works, after the required time
interval. In addition to a real-time
dashboard to boost transparency,
the QR-coded certificates ensured
verifiability. There are hardly any
examples of such efforts not only
in India but also the world.

An example of team work
In my Independence Day Address
in 2015, I had said that our country
is moving ahead because of ‘Team
India’ and this ‘Team India’ is a big
team of our 130 crore people. Peo-
ple’s participation is the biggest
strength of democracy. If we run
the country through the participa-
tion of 130 crore Indians, our
country will be moving ahead 130
crore steps every moment.

Our vaccination drive has yet
again showed the power of this
‘Team India’. India’s success in its
vaccination drive has also demon-
strated to the whole world that
‘democracy can deliver’. I am opti-
mistic that the success achieved in
the world’s largest vaccination
drive will further spur our youth,
our innovators and all levels of Go-
vernment to set new benchmarks
of public service delivery which
will be a model not only for our
country but also for the world.

Narendra Modi is the Prime Minister 

of India

India’s success in its landmark vaccination drive belongs to Team India, demonstrating that democracy can deliver

Responding to adversity with achievement
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Mr. Yakub Hasan was arrested in Madras yes-
terday evening and taken to Tanjore for trial
for offences alleged to have been committed
by him in his speech delivered, it is said, as
President of the Provincial Conference. Be-
fore the Khilafat question came into promi-
nence, Mr. Yakub Hasan was a Moderate in
politics and was a member of the Madras
Liberal League. We do not know what exact-
ly are the expressions in his speeches on
which a prosecution for the offences of sedi-
tion and class hatred has been launched.
Prosecutions of offences of this description
cannot be instituted except with the sanc-
tion of the Governor in Council. The last
mentioned requirement is based or ought to
be upon well considered legal opinion. In
the discussion in the Imperial Legislative
Council where the scope of the offence of se-
dition was enlarged, Sir Harold Stuart who
was then Home Secretary said that the fact
that the previous sanction of the Local Go-
vernment was required for the initiation of
prosecutions was an ample safeguard
against Executive officers light-heartedly
embarking upon them. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 22, 1921

Yakub Hasan arrested
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In December 2020, Deputy Com-
mandant Vikas Kumar of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)’s elite
unit, CoBRA (Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action), was seriously in-
jured when an IED planted by
Maoists went off in Sukma district,
Chhattisgarh. He succumbed to his
injuries the next day. 

A month earlier, in Chintagufa
area of Sukma, Assistant Comman-
dant N. Purushottam Bhalerao was
seriously injured along with nine oth-
er commandos when an IED went off
during an anti-Maoist operation.
Bhalerao succumbed to his injuries.

In April this year, two police con-
stables — Omkar Raika and Pawan
Chaudhary — of the Rajasthan Police
were shot dead by suspected drug
smugglers when they were carrying
out routine checks of vehicles at
checkpoints in Bhilwara district.

Paying tributes
In memory of these and other col-
leagues killed, all the police forces of
the State and Centre observe October
21 as Police Commemoration Day.
This year, tributes were paid to 377
personnel who lost their lives in the
line of duty between September 1,
2020, and August 31, 2021. As the
CRPF is deployed in the highly dis-
turbed areas of Jammu and Kashmir,
the Northeast and the Left-Wing Ex-
tremist-affected States, the highest
casualties (82) were seen in this
force. The Indo-Tibetan Border Pol-
ice (ITBP), which guards the border
from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh at
forbidding heights, lost 54 of its per-
sonnel, while the Border Security
Force lost 47 personnel. Among the
State Police forces, Chhattisgarh,
which is combating the Maoist me-
nace, lost the most personnel (32) fol-
lowed by J&K (17) and Karnataka (17).

October 21 is observed as Police
Commemoration Day as it was on
this day in 1959 that a pitched battle
was fought against the Chinese in La-
dakh close to the border. The Chi-
nese opened fire killing 10 CRPF per-
sonnel. They took seven as prisoners,
while three escaped. The incident
went down in the history of the forc-
es as an example of unflinching loyal-
ty to the nation, dedication to duty

and daring of the highest order.
Year after year, a contingent of the

police comprising personnel of all
ranks from all States and paramili-
tary forces of the country visit Hot
Springs to pay homage to those who
lost their lives that day. A memorial at
the spot is testimony to the sacrifices
made by our forces. On it is etched
the famous epitaph by John Maxwell
Edmunds: “When you go home/ Tell
them of us/ And say/ ‘For your tomor-
row,/ We gave our today’.” A compa-
ny of the ITBP stands guard here
even today in the extreme cold,
guarding the border within visual dis-
tance of Chinese soldiers deployed
across the border.

Don’t let sacrifices go in vain
Despite the onerous nature of their
duties, the police are a neglected lot.
They get paid low salaries, have a
poor quality of life and are often de-
prived of basic facilities. Yet they risk
their lives to protect citizens. The
morale of the paramilitary personnel
is not of the desired level. Those who
cleared recruitment exams in 2003
but joined the force in 2004 or later
are not eligible for pension under the
old norms. Canteen and medical fa-
cilities are dismal. Items sold through
the Central Police Canteens are not
exempted from GST. It is high time
the government takes note of the
grievances of the police and paramil-
itary personnel and not let their sa-
crifices go in vain.

There are notable variations in the
ex-gratia amounts given to the next of
kin of the police who are killed.
While certain States like Delhi and
Tamil Nadu pay ₹1 crore, several oth-
er States dither to pay even half that
amount. The Centre and the States
need to bring about uniformity in the
amount paid. While the Centre pays
ex-gratia to the families of the Central
Armed Police Forces which may be
short of ₹1 crore, the balance should
be borne by the States as ₹1 crore is
reasonably sufficient to see the fami-
ly through hard days. Care should be
taken to ensure that the next of kin
are not deprived of a decent living.
Payments from the public exchequer
need to be made judiciously.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police

(Retd), CRPF

The poor conditions of protectors
Despite the onerous nature of their duties, the
police are a neglected lot

M.P. Nathanael

Mr. Pablo Neruda, Chilean poet, diplomat
and a strong marxist, was to-day [Stock-
holm, Oct. 21] awarded the 1971 Nobel Prize
for Literature. Mr. Neruda, 67, who is his
country’s Ambassador in France, was cited
by the Swedish Academy for “a poetry that
with the action of an elemental force brings
alive a continent’s destiny and dreams”. The
450,000 crowns (Rs. 6,60,000) prize award
added one more triumph to the controver-
sial poet-politicians, a one-time Stalin Prize
winner and political exile whose convictions
carried him to a top post this year after the
marxist regime of Mr. Salvador Allende
came to power. Mr. Neruda is the second
Chilean to receive a Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture. The first was his high school teacher
and helper, Gabriela Mistral, awarded in
1945. The Secretary of the Swedish Acade-
my, Mr. Karl Ragnar Gierow, who is still in
the midst of the controversy surrounding
last year’s laureate, Alexander Solzhenitsyn,
in a prepared radio address acknowledged
that the prize in Mr. Neruda “has a recipient
who is a controversial author”. Mr. Gierow
said: “Besides being the subject of debate he
is in some people’s eyes debatable, not to
say questionable.”

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 22, 1971

Literature Nobel to Chile diplomat
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Earlier this month, the Tata Group
emerged as the winning bidder for
Air India, the debt-laden national
carrier. In this year’s Budget, the go-
vernment unveiled a bold new disin-
vestment policy that envisages a
bare minimum presence of govern-
ment-owned businesses even in the
strategic sectors. The government is
also pursuing the sale of its entire
stake in public sector firms such as
BPCL, Shipping Corporation of In-
dia, IDBI Bank, two other public
sector banks and one general insu-
rance company this financial year
alone. Given India’s recent disinvest-
ment record, this is an ambitious
target. Ashok Chawla and Arvind
Mehta discuss the implications of
the sale of Air India for the future of
India’s public sector, in a conversa-
tion moderated by Vikas Dhoot.
Edited excerpts:

How did things come to such a
pass at Air India? What do you
think stalled previous attempts
to initiate reforms or even sell
the airline? 

Ashok Chawla: About three de-
cades ago, Air India was one of the
world’s premier airlines. Then it
slowly but steadily went into a spin.
While an attempt was made in the
early 2000s to see if it could be sold
based on the recommendations of
the then Disinvestment Commis-
sion, that didn’t move very far.
Then, the Civil Aviation Ministry
took the view that it would be good
if two airlines — Air India and Indian
Airlines — were merged. The merger
took place in 2007 with a lot of eu-
phoria but slowly it came to pass
that such mergers are easy on paper
but don’t work without cultural and
operational synergies. The financial
bills of the airline kept getting bloat-
ed and the model of a full-service
airline became difficult to handle in
the domestic sector with low-cost
airlines coming in and overtaking
Air India in a price-sensitive market.
Air India could never recover. We
are now told it was losing ₹20 crore
each day, which is the ultimate na-
dir for the airline. 

Arvind Mehta: I was part of the
transaction team that was looking at
the divestment of Air India and In-

dian Airlines in 2001. There were
many factors that kept playing out.
There was strong buyer interest, in-
cluding from a corporate house
which did not have aviation expe-
rience. There was muddying of the
waters by some private airlines that
feared competition if the transac-
tion went through. To cut a long sto-
ry short, in the ensuing confusion
that happened amid lobbying of va-
rious kinds, there was also advice
that the enterprise value of the air-
lines would increase if there was a
merger, so when the divestment
takes place, later you will get a bet-
ter value. The government agreed
and put the sale on the back burner.
When the merger finally happened
much later, it led to greater losses
instead of better value.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had said in 2014 that the
government had no business to
be in business. But over the last
seven years, no public sector
unit (PSU) sales materialised.
Would the Air India sale, the
first such transaction in 18
years, break the recent taboo
associated with disinvestment
in our political economy? 

AC: It’s certainly a long-awaited pos-
itive signal regarding the public sec-
tor, and more so for domestic and
foreign investors. In the last 18
years, irrespective of the govern-
ment in power, there’s been share
sales or transfer of shares from one
pocket to the other but no genuine
privatisation. There is euphoria and
expectation, but as one can appre-
ciate in all such matters, the proof of
the pudding is in the eating. So, the
euphoria needs to be tempered a
bit. While the broad policy is there,
once you get into the details, one
doesn’t know whether there will
really be a fairly robust pipeline of
public sector entities which are up
for offer with a symmetry between
what the government offers and
what the investors are really inter-
ested in. Second, there is the paral-
lel track which the government is
pursuing for fiscal mathematics,
which is the monetisation track. If
you push the disinvestment and
monetisation tracks aggressively,
then the issue of whether there is

adequate appetite and capacity on
the other side of the table will arise.
Third, we have to appreciate that
the process of disinvestment is long-
drawn and complicated. It was the
case even in the first round 20 years
ago and not much has changed in
that regard. Finally, I think there is
the elephant in the room which one
cannot ignore — what is the window
of opportunity? The general elec-
tions are coming up in 2024. So, the
window of opportunity for either
this kind of disinvestment or for
monetisation is, at best, 18 to 20
months. So, whatever the govern-
ment can do with that to fulfill its
broad objective of actually pulling
back from business where it does
not need to be in business, let’s
hope it is able to do a fair amount...
That would really be a welcome step
for the stakeholders, the economy
and the people at large. 

Between 1999 and 2003, the
National Democratic Alliance
privatised 17 firms. Can we look
at a similar streak in the
window we have before the
next Lok Sabha polls? 

AM: In the [Atal Bihari] Vajpayee
era, the commitment to privatisa-
tion was very strong. It started with
the loss-making Modern Foods,
then Balco, IPCL, the share sale of
Maruti which gave controlling inter-
est away... there was a momentum
building up. But when the govern-
ment finally came to the BPCL sale,
the pushback started happening
with many in Parliament question-
ing the sale of a profit-making cen-
tral PSU, whereas you could possi-
bly have a reason for doing it for
loss-making PSUs. With that kind of
pushback, there was a loss of mo-

mentum. And then, of course, the
philosophy of divestment became
entirely different with a coalition go-
vernment supported by the Left.
The real value I see in this Air India
sale now is that again, there is clari-
ty of thought. The government feels
that whether it’s a loss-making or a
profit-making Central PSU (CPSU), it
is willing to make a strategic exit.
That the DIPAM (Department of In-
vestment and Public Asset Manage-
ment) has found a mechanism for
the strategic sale of a loss-making
unit like Air India is also a positive,
because it’s easy to sell something
like BPCL that will attract buyers
based on its enterprise value and
profits. I hope that many other loss-
making units that are continuously
bleeding the taxpayers also find
strategic buyers through the right
sweeteners. 

We have heard the usual
criticism from trade unions and
Left parties on the Air India
sale. But do you fear that hiving
off profitable PSUs will again
attract a wider groundswell of
Opposition criticism? 

AM: There is the possibility that as
and when profitable PSUs are sold,
there will be stronger ideological
battles and questions about why
there is a need to sell the family sil-
ver, something which is giving good

dividends, etc. It’s far more difficult
to justify those kinds of sales; it
would be easier to justify the loss-
making sales.

AC: There will be the usual noises
when profit-making enterprises are
sold, but if the government clearly
articulates its policy on what it
wants to sell and what it wants to re-
tain, I think the general consensus
across the political spectrum would
be that the public sector need not
occupy the commanding heights of
the economy. While people may ob-
ject for the sake of objecting, as long
as the process is run in a very tran-
sparent manner, I think there will
not be too much objection. 

Should some sectors like coal
be a no-go area for divestment,
even though the government
has said it will retain bare
minimum presence in strategic
sectors? Should people be
worried that one or two groups
may get a lot of assets under
their control as is happening,
for instance, in airports and
ports? 

AM: The previous Finance Minister,
Arun Jaitley, made a famous com-
ment about the Air India sale. He
had said that if you wait too long,
there will be no airline left to sell.
But yes, there is a role for certain
kinds of countervailing mechanisms
in a calibrated fashion… We
shouldn’t do any fire sales and there
has to be a watch on the market ap-
petite. We don't want those kinds of
sales which happened in certain
countries where oligarchs came and
just lapped up all the public sector
assets and then became billionaires
at the cost of the social good. 

Of the 17 PSUs that were
privatised, not a single sale was
undertaken where the Cabinet
Minister was in charge of a PSU
with operations in their home
State, as per a study. Do you
expect such tendencies to crop
up this time round? 

AC: I guess that’s been the case in all
the major economic moves to some
extent. But 2021 is very different
from 20-30 years ago. It’s not much
of a problem now because the polit-
ical resolve is strong. The whole
process will get further energised if
it isn’t perceived as something the

government wants to do because it
doesn’t have money. The percep-
tion is that the government is
pressed to the wall; that it is trying
to push privatisation and monetisa-
tion because ‘paisa nahi hai (there
is no money)’ and it needs money
for welfare programmes. With DI-
PAM under the Finance Ministry,
unlike earlier when disinvestment
was a separate ministry, it sends a
signal about balancing the books.
There should be a separate ministry
or commission which reports di-
rectly to the Prime Minister’s Office.
That will make things far simpler for
the mechanics of implementing dis-
investment plans, and minor politi-
cal issues of whether a particular
minister is happy or unhappy will
not really come to the surface. The
focus should now be totally on effi-
ciency, productivity increases, not
the fiscal focus on balancing the
books. 

AM: For a strategic sale, it used to
always be difficult to convince the
concerned ministry in charge of a
PSU to come fully on board, be-
cause for them, it was a sense of
loss. There would always be various
reasons they would give for why it’s
not the appropriate time. They had
no problem with part share sales as
long as ownership control did not
go out of the ministry’s hands. So,
that kind of a problem always re-
mained and that’s why I said strateg-
ic sales are far more difficult than
part sales of shares. But I think the
mood has changed now. The Prime
Minister has said that the govern-
ment has no business to be in busi-
ness. He has made it clear that he
doesn’t want to see IAS officers and
others running a PSU and being
changed from time to time. I think
that kind of mindset earlier where a
ministry could try and sabotage a
strategic sale... I don't think we are
going to see that kind of resistance
in this time period. But what wor-
ries me actually is the narrative that
goes out that the government is do-
ing the sales because it needs to cov-
er its fiscal deficit. That narrative is
very damaging because then in the
public perception, it is simply a sale
of the family silver. So, I would be
happier with a narrative that does
not talk about the monetary aspects
so much but is one that simply says
that we are convinced that society is
better off by having this not being a
government-run entity anymore. 

Will privatisation take off after the Air India sale?
The first PSU sale in 18 years is a positive sign 
but the window of opportunity may be short 
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<> The whole process will get
further energised if it isn’t
perceived as something the
government wants to do
because it doesn’t have
money.

Ashok Chawla
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farmers felt the same way
about the Government’s
agricultural laws. “We also
feel that the farm laws are
not for the farmers but for
something else... If you are
going to make allegations
against the farmers, we will
make allegations against
you.” He repeated that the
only solution to the problem
would be to allow farmers’
entry to the Ram Lila
Maidan.

The court issued notice
on new petitions filed by
other private citizens seek-
ing the removal of the block-
ades. The Bench posted the
hearing on December 7.

Mr. Dave asked why farmers
were not being allowed at
Jantar Mantar when Tues-
day saw massive protests or-
ganised by the BJP in the
area over the attack on Hin-
dus in Bangladesh during
Durga Puja. “The solution is
allow us to agitate at Jantar
Mantar,” he said. 

Mr. Mehta submitted,
“Last time they came, it be-
came a serious issue... so-
mething much more than a
serious issue”. He insinuat-
ed that “sometimes it is felt
the farmers’ agitation is not
for the cause but for so-
mething else...”

Mr. Dave retorted that

Farmers can protest but
not block roads, says SC

tence on net zero targets
could mean differences will
emerge at the meeting in
Glasgow. 

“For the developed
world, significant outcomes
would be net-zero pledges
and enhanced NDC ambi-
tion, hard targets on coal
phase-out by countries that
have not done so yet, and
some progress on methane
reduction plans. For the de-
veloping world, it would be
delivery on climate finance
for both mitigation and
adaptation, legacy carbon
credits, technology transf-
ers, and introducing equity
in the net-zero debate. If
the developed world conti-
nues hammering on the
net-zero, coal or methane
reduction issues while
dragging feet on climate fi-
nance, legacy carbon cre-
dits, and tech transfer is-
sues, we could end up
seeing Copenhagen 2.0,”
said Vaibhav Chaturvedi,
Fellow, CEEW.

Meanwhile, a senior U.S.
delegation led by Robert
Blake, a retired diplomat
appointed by U.S. Special
Envoy John Kerry to coordi-
nate with India on the cli-
mate financing and clean
energy partnership, is also
in Delhi for talks with the
Environment Ministry.

India, though the third-lar-
gest carbon greenhouse gas
emitter but with among the
lowest per-capita emis-
sions, had in 2015 commit-
ted to increasing the share
of non-fossil fuel sources to
40% and reduce its emis-
sions intensity per unit of
GDP by nearly 33-35% of
2005 levels and create a
carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent.

India has maintained
that it is the only G20 coun-
try to keep its climate goals
on track to achieving the
Paris Agreement of keeping
global temperature from
rising beyond 2 degrees
Celsius. Though it hasn’t
committed to a ‘net zero’
target, unlike major emit-
ters, the United States and
China, India says that deve-
loped countries are far
from making good on their
commitments to deliver
adequate finance, technol-
ogy and themselves cut
emissions enough to reflect
their historical contribu-
tion to the climate crisis.

Mr. Yadav said all such
important pending issues
“should be resolved mu-
tually taking into account
national priorities and
circumstances.”

Independent analysts
say that the West’s insis-

PM to attend climate
meet in Glasgow

before him.
It was not necessary at

that point of approval to
look into the role of the indi-
vidual offenders.

It noted that the High
Court had examined the cir-
cumstances of the Police
Commissioner’s approval by
applying “erroneous scale”.
The High Court had “glossed
over the core and tangible
facts”.

Besides, the top court
said the Police Commission-
er’s approval seemed not to
“suffer from any inssfirmity
including qua Nayak having
noted his intimate nexus
with the brain behind the
entire event, being none
other than Amol Kale and
master-arms trainer Rajesh
D. Bangera, who are part
and parcel of an organised
crime syndicate and com-
mitted organised crimes as
such”.

The High Court said he was
not engaged in “continuing
unlawful activity” to be a
part of a gang involved in or-
ganised crime.

The prosecution had ar-
gued that Nayak had taken a
house on rent on the in-
structions of co-accused
Amol Kale in the guise of
running an acupressure clin-
ic. The house was, in fact,
meant to accommodate the
killing crew. Gauri’s assas-
sins hid out in the same
house after the murder, the
prosecution version said.

Justice Khanwilkar said
the Police Commissioner,
while giving approval, need-
ed only to focus on whether
there was credible informa-
tion before him about the in-
volvement of an “organised
syndicate” behind the
crime. He just needed to be
prima facie satisfied about it
after looking at the material

Organised crime charges
valid in Gauri case: court

Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Thursday that so far,
64 people had been found
dead in the Uttarakhand
floods, and more than 11
were missing.

Mr. Shah, who did an ae-
rial survey of the flood-af-
fected region in the hill State,
said 535 people had been
rescued, and more than
16,000 people evacuated.

He said due to the timely
weather warning by the
Centre, the State Govern-
ment could prepare better,
and many lives could be
saved.

The Home Minister said
80% of the phone lines had
been restored, but some
roads had been completely
washed away.

“New roads will have to be
constructed by cutting
through the mountains. A
portion of the railway track
has also been washed away;
efforts are on to fix it,” he
said.

The Minister, flanked by
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami and Rajya Sabha
member Anil Baluni, briefed
the media after the aerial
survey. He said the Char
Dham Yatra had been res-
umed, and none of the pil-
grims were missing or killed
in the floods.

“This was possible be-
cause of advance alert sent
by the Centre. Alert was sent
around 2.30 p.m. on October
16, mobile phone users were
alerted and people were

asked to stay indoors, this
minimised the loss of lives,”
he said.

Trekking teams
Of the two trekking teams
that were missing, one had
been tracked and efforts
were on to rescue them, he
said. Electricity had been
restored in 60% of the area
affected. 

A team of officials from
the Home Ministry will soon

visit the State to assess the
damage. Mr. Shah said that a
few days ago, ₹250 crore was
released to the State for dis-
aster management.

The Minister added that 17
teams of the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
and 60 of the State Disaster
Response Force, 15 compa-
nies of the Provincial Armed
Constabulary and 5,000 pol-
icemen were involved in re-
lief and rehabilitation work.

64 killed in Uttarakhand floods 
Timely warning by Centre saved many lives, says Home Minister

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Tough terrain: NDRF personnel carrying out rescue operations in a landslip-affected area at
Dungree in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand. * PTI

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Thursday decid-
ed to suspend its core com-
mittee member, Yogendra
Yadav, from all its activities
for one month because he
visited the family of one of
the BJP workers who died
in Lakhimpur Kheri.

“It was a collective deci-
sion taken by all members
of the SKM to take this ac-
tion against him for going
to the BJP worker’s house
and for his tweet about it
also,” said Rashtriya Kisan
Mahasangh leader Abhi-
manyu Kohar, who attend-
ed the general body meet-
ing at the Singhu border.
“Many farmers had ex-
pressed concern and were
hurt... We took note of it
and acted,” he added.

Mr. Yadav defended his
actions during the meet-
ing. “I was asked to say that
I made a mistake by going
there. I refused to say that.
I said that for me, it is a
matter of principle and
policy,” he said. 

SKM suspends
Yogendra 
for a month 
special correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has advised the States to up-
date recent photographs of
prisoners released on pa-
role/furlough/premature re-
lease in the “ePrisons” and
Interoperable Criminal Jus-
tice System database to gen-
erate immediate alerts and
facilitate easy tracking in the
event of their violating the
law.

In an advisory sent to the
Chief Secretaries, the Minis-
try said the States and the
Union Territories were ad-
vised to review the existing
practices and procedures
governing grant of parole,
furlough and premature re-
lease to inmates, as per pro-
visions under the Model Pri-
son Manual, 2016, and
guidelines issued by the
Home Ministry, the National
Human Rights Commission
and the Supreme Court. It
was also advised that in or-
der to ensure that the in-
mates released on parole,
furlough and premature re-
lease do not violate law, sys-
tems must be put in place
for monitoring and follow-
up of each such case.

Generate alerts
Taking into account the im-
portance of initiating timely
action in the event of any in-
mate absconding/escaping

from custody/prison, it was
considered necessary to
have recent photographs of
the prisoners updated in the
system and also generate
immediate alerts which
would enable tracking of
such inmates by the law en-
forcement agencies. The
‘ePrisons’ and ‘Interopera-
ble Criminal Justice System’
platforms could be de-
ployed to address such is-
sues. 

Prison departments were
told to update the details of
any escape from the prison/
custody on ‘ePrisons’ on a
real time basis. Quick availa-
bility of this information
would facilitate police and
other authorities concerned
in nabbing the escapee/ab-
sconder. States/Union Terri-
tories should leverage ‘ePri-
sons’ application for
updating the profile of in-
mates on a regular basis, the
advisory said. 

The Ministry called for
appropriate systems to be
put in place for monitoring
and follow-up of each case
of an inmate released on
bail, parole, furlough and
premature release etc. so
that they do not indulge in
criminal activities. “Any per-
son who either attempts to
escape from prison or ab-
sconds from custody should
not be considered for grant
of bail, parole or furlough.”

States told to use ‘ePrisons’
S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

System to track
prisoners on parole

Even as the Centre investi-
gates allegations that un-
authorised genetically modi-
fied (GM) rice was exported
to Europe, it is yet to decide
on a research proposal from
its own scientists which
would allow plants to be ge-
netically modified without
the need for conventional
transgenic technology. 

Scientists at the Indian
Agricultural Research Insti-
tute are in the process of de-
veloping resilient and high-
yield rice varieties using
such gene editing tech-
niques, which have already
been approved by many

countries, and they hope to
have such rice varieties in
the hands of the Indian farm-
ers by 2024. However, the
proposal for Indian regula-
tors to consider this tech-
nique as equivalent to con-
ventional breeding methods,

since it does not involve in-
serting any foreign DNA, has
been pending with the Ge-
netic Engineering Appraisal
Committee for almost two
years.

The IARI has previously
worked on golden rice, a tra-
ditional GM variety which in-
serted genes from other or-
ganisms into the rice plant,
but ended trials over five
years ago due to agronomic
issues, said Director A.K
Singh. 

The Institute has now
moved to newer technolo-
gies such as Site Directed Nu-
clease (SDN) 1 and 2. They
aim to bring precision and
efficiency into the breeding

process using gene editing
tools such as CRISPR.

“In this case, you are just
tweaking a gene that is alrea-
dy there in the plant, with-
out bringing in any gene
from outside. When a pro-
tein comes from an outside
organism, then you need to
test for safety. But in this
case, this protein is right
there in the plant, and is be-
ing changed a little bit, just
as nature does through mu-
tation,” said Dr. Singh. “But
it is much faster and far
more precise than natural
mutation or conventional
breeding methods which in-
volve trial and error and
multiple breeding cycles.”

Gene editing guidelines facing delay
A proposal from IARI is pending with an appraisal committee for almost 2 years

The IARI is on the lookout
for high-yielding rice.

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI

Club Mahindra and The Hin-
du Young World have an-
nounced the national paint-
ing competition 2021 to be
held online.

The topics for the prelims
are as follows: 

Sub-juniors (Classes 3-5):
My best holiday memory,
Best resort holiday with fa-
mily, The perfect holiday
destination. 

Juniors (Classes 6-8): Ho-
liday with grandparents,
Best recreational activity at
a resort, My favourite holi-
day memory with cousins. 

Seniors (Classes 9-12):
The best view from our re-
sort room, My dream desti-
nation, An unforgettable ho-
liday memory with friends.

Participants can choose
any one of the above topics
as per their category and
paint on a blank A3 size (11.7
x 16.5 inches) drawing
sheet. They may log on to
www.ywc.thehindu.com/
clubmahindra for registra-
tion and other details.

The online registration
and submission portal clos-
es on November 23. Partici-

pants should ensure that
their physical art work
reaches the nearest The
Hindu office before Novem-
ber 25. If the participant
qualifies for the finale, the
date and details will be inti-
mated through the regis-
tered email ID.

There will be three top
winners and seven consola-
tion prize winners in each
category. Winners will get
attractive prizes and the
winning paintings also
stand a chance to be dis-
played at select Club Mahin-
dra resorts.

In case of any queries or
clarifications, students or
parents may call at toll-free
number 1800 102 1878 from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Monday to
Saturday).

Young World painting
contest to be held online
Portal closes on November 23

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI

The Centre has told the Su-
preme Court that NGOs
have no fundamental right
to receive “unbridled fo-
reign contributions” with-
out regulations.

It was responding to pe-
titions challenging amend-
ments made in the Foreign
Contributions Regulations
law in 2020. The petitions
had argued that the
amendments severely res-
tricted the use of foreign
funds by the NGOs for their
activities. The petitioners
had also found it cumber-
some that the new law ex-
pected 23,000 NGOs to
open accounts in the main
branch of the State Bank of
India (SBI) in the capital to
receive their foreign funds.

The Centre said the
amendments were meant
to ensure that foreign
funds were not used to
impinge upon the func-
tioning of parliamentary
institutions, political asso-
ciations and other organi-
sations in India.

‘NGOs cannot 
get unbridled
foreign funds’ 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Nearly 18 months after the
pandemic forced it to go vir-
tual, the Supreme Court
opened its courtrooms for its
first day of full-fledged phys-
ical hearings on Thursday.

The court’s long corridors
once again saw some brisk
activity. Additional waiting
rooms had lawyers sitting
patiently for their cases to be
called from inside the
courtrooms.

Entry for media persons
into the courtrooms faced
initial hiccups from the se-
curity personnel manning
the courtroom doors. Ho-
wever, the court, it is learnt,
is working to make coverage
of proceedings seamless.

The judges sat behind

glass partitions. The court
staff worked behind a se-
cond glass divide. Junior la-
wyers were seen passing
case documents to the court
staff through partially
opened glass doors on the
sides.

The atmosphere inside
the courtrooms was sub-

dued, compared to the pre-
COVID jostle and bustle. Ho-
wever, lawyers and judges
were heard expressing relief
at the return to normalcy.
Justices S.K. Kaul and D.Y.
Chandrachud said they were
happy to have lawyers once
again argue in person.

Modified SOP
The court took the first step
by modifying its standard
operating procedure on Oc-
tober 7 to have mandatory
physical hearings on Wed-
nesdays and Thursdays.

However, the SOP did
meet with reservations from
some lawyers, including se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal,
who had urged Chief Justice
of India N.V. Ramana to not
make physical hearings a

“hard-and-fast rule” on the
two days. It is reliably learnt
that Chief Justice Ramana
and other senior judges held
an extensive meeting with
Mr. Sibal, Attorney General
K.K. Venugopal, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, Su-
preme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) president Vikas
Singh, senior advocate C.U.
Singh, Bar Council of India
chairperson Manan Kumar
Mishra and other office-bear-
ers of lawyers’ bodies on the
issue on Thursday.

Sources said the CJI has
asked the Supreme Court Re-
gistry to tweak the SOP so
that the Bench could consid-
er and approve a lawyer’s ge-
nuine request for a virtual
hearing on Wednesdays and
Thursdays.

SC has physical hearing after 18 months
Judges sat behind glass partitions, court staff behind a second glass divide 
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

In the past one year, as many
as 377 police personnel died
in the line of duty, Intelli-
gence Bureau Director Ar-
vinda Kumar said on
Thursday.

Over 3.54 lakh police per-
sonnel were infected with
COVID-19 since last year,
while 2,548 died of the infec-
tion, he said.

Mr. Kumar was speaking
at a function to mark Police

Commemoration Day. The
day is observed in the me-
mory of 10 Central Reserve
Police Force men who were
killed on October 21 in 1959
in an ambush by Chinese
troops in Ladakh’s Hot
Spring area.

Since Independence (till
August, 2020), 35,780 police
personnel had laid down
their lives in the service of
the nation, Mr. Kumar said.

Without naming China,
Minister of State for Home

Nityanand Rai said a few
days ago, “Our troops gave a
befitting reply to the expan-
sionist activities of our
neighbouring country and
neutralised their attempt
successfully. This gave a
message that India will never
compromise on its sove-
reignty and security”. The
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) deployed along the
Line of Actual Control made
a “vital contribution” during
this action.

Mr. Rai, along with anoth-
er Minister of State in the
Home Ministry Ajay Kumar
Mishra and chiefs of various
police organisations and
forces, laid a wreath at the
police memorial in honour
of the personnel killed in the
line of duty.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said in a Twitter
message that the nation
bows to the brave police per-
sonnel who laid down their
lives to protect the country.

‘377 policemen died while on duty last year’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court has re-
jected the petition of a form-
er Central Industrial Securi-
ty Force (CISF) officer, who
was discharged from service
after being found under the

influence of liquor during
duty, noting that his beha-
viour reflects “gross
indiscipline”.

A Bench declined to inter-
fere with the CISF order di-
recting the removal of Pra-
deep Kumar from service.

HC rejects CISF officer’s
plea against his dismissal 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

“Can the Supreme Court
strike down the criterion if
no study was undertaken?”
the Bench asked. 

In the previous hearing
on October 7, the Govern-
ment assured the court that
it would file an affidavit on
oath explaining the reasons
and statistics which led to
the figure of ₹8 lakh as the
annual income criterion to
identify EWS among for-
ward classes of society for
grant of 10% reservation in
medical admissions under
the all-India quota.

The Supreme Court’s qu-
ery is significant as the One

Hundred and Third Consti-
tutional Amendment of
2019, which introduced the
10% EWS quota, is itself un-
der challenge before a larger
Bench. 

The Amendment is under
question for making eco-
nomic criterion as the sole
ground for grant of reserva-
tion benefits.

The court was hearing a
batch of petitions filed by
NEET aspirants challenging
a July 29 notification of the
Centre announcing 27% qu-
ota to OBCs and 10% reser-
vation to EWS in the All In-
dia Quota category.

Do you want to revisit 
₹8 lakh slab, asks SC
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The Joint Parliamentary
Committee ( JPC) on the
Personal Data Protection
Bill has completed its delib-
eration on the long-pend-
ing Bill and will be submit-
ting the final report in the
upcoming winter session
in November.

The Bill was introduced
in the Lok Sabha in Decem-
ber 2019 and was referred
to the JPC. It got its fifth ex-
tension in the monsoon
session in July. 

Sources said the conten-
tious Clause 35 of the legis-
lation, which, in the name
of “sovereignty”, “friendly
relations with foreign
states” and “security of the
state”, allows any agency
under the Union Govern-
ment exemption from all
or any provisions of the
law, had been retained. 

More than 10 MPs in the
panel had objected to it.

“While the clause will re-
main, the committee has
recommended that the rea-
sons for seeking such an ex-
emption should be submit-
ted in writing by the
Government,” one of the
members said. The draft
report would be circulated
among the members in the
next few days. 

Final report
on data Bill to 
be out in Nov.
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) on Thursday
retained Pakistan in the
‘greylist’ yet again, observ-
ing that it needed to further
demonstrate that investiga-
tions and prosecutions were
being pursued against the
senior leadership of UN-de-
signated terror groups,
which include the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed ( JeM), al-Qaeda
and the Taliban.

At a press meet, FATF Pre-
sident Marcus Pleyer said
Pakistan remained under in-
creased monitoring.

“The Pakistan Govern-
ment has two concurrent ac-
tion plans with a total of 34
action plan items. It has ad-
dressed or largely addressed
30 of the items. Its most re-
cent action plan from June
this year, which largely fo-
cused on money laundering
deficiencies, was issued af-
ter the FATF’s regional
partner APG, that is the Asia-
Pacific Group, identified a
number of serious issues,”
said Dr. Pleyer.

Stating that Pakistan was
making good progress over-

all on the new action plan, in
which four of the seven
items had been addressed or
largely addressed, Dr. Pleyer
said regarding the earlier ac-
tion plan, which focused on
terrorist financing issues
and dated back to June 2018,
Pakistan was still assessed to
have largely addressed 26 of
the 27 items. The FATF also
announced the ‘greylisting’
of Jordan, Mali and Turkey,
following the conclusion of
the Plenary session.

At the previous Plenary in
June, the FATF had kept Pa-
kistan in the list of “jurisdic-
tions under increased moni-
toring” owing to its failure in
prosecuting the top opera-
tives of the Security Council-
designated terror groups.

“The FATF recognises Pa-

kistan’s progress and efforts
to address these CFT [Com-
bating the Financing of Ter-
rorism] action plan items
and notes that since Febru-
ary 2021, Pakistan has made
progress to complete two of
the three remaining action
items on demonstrating that
effective, proportionate and
dissuasive sanctions are im-
posed for TF [Terror Financ-
ing] convictions and that Pa-
kistan’s targeted financial
sanctions regime was being
used effectively to targeted
terrorist assets,” it had said.

The FATF had asked Pa-
kistan to work on the re-
maining recommendation
by demonstrating that terror
financing investigations and
prosecutions targeted lead-
ers and commanders of UN-
designated terror groups.

It had advised that Pakis-
tan should continue to work
to address its six strategical-
ly important deficiencies,
which included enhancing
international cooperation by
amending the money-laun-
dering law and demonstrat-
ing that assistance was being
sought from foreign coun-
tries in implementing the
UNSCR 1373 designations.

Pakistan retained on 
FATF’s ‘greylist’ again 
Prove investigations targeted terror groups, Islamabad told
Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

Marcus Pleyer

As the turmoil within the
Congress’s Punjab unit con-
tinues, the party’s State pre-
sident, Navjot Singh Sidhu,
and former Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh
(retd.) engaged in a sharp ex-
change of words on Thurs-
day over the farm laws.

Mr. Sidhu tweeted an old
video clip of Capt. Singh and
accused the former Chief Mi-
nister of being an architect
of the three farm laws. “The
Architect of 3 Black Laws …
who brought Ambani to
Punjab’s Kisani … who des-
troyed Punjab’s Farmers,
Small traders and Labour for
benefiting 1-2 Big Corpo-
rates!!” he said in his tweet.

Hitting back, Capt. Singh
said Mr. Sidhu was clueless
about Punjab and the farm-
ers’ interests. “What a fraud
and cheat you are @sher-
ryontopp [Navjot Sidhu]!

You’re trying to pass off my
15-year-old crop diversifica-
tion initiative as connected
with #FarmLaws against
which I’m still fighting and
with which I’ve linked my
own political future!” he
said on Twitter. “It’s obvious
@sherryontopp you’re clue-
less about Punjab’s & its
farmers’ interests. You clear-
ly don’t know the difference
between diversification &
what the #FarmLaws are all
about. And yet you dream of

leading Punjab. How dread-
ful if that ever happens!” he
added.

Capt. Singh also ques-
tioned Mr. Sidhu’s timing in
posting the video. “And it’s
hilarious @sherryontopp
that you’ve chosen to post
this video at a time when
@INCPunjab govt is going all
out to promote its upcoming
Progressive Punjab Inves-
tors’ Summit. Or are you op-
posed to that too?” he ad-
ded.

Former CM an architect of controversial laws, says Sidhu

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Turmoil continues as Sidhu and
Amarinder clash over farm laws 

A court here on Thursday
rejected actor Kangana Ra-
naut’s petition seeking a
transfer of the criminal de-
famation case filed against
her by lyricist Javed Akhtar.

The actor filed the
transfer petition before the
chief metropolitan magis-
trate last month, stating
that she had “lost faith” in
the magistrate’s court
hearing the case as it had
indirectly “threatened”
her with a warrant if she
failed to appear before it in
a bailable offence. Mr. Ak-
htar had earlier opposed
the petition, stating that it
was “devoid of all merits”.

After hearing both sides,
the court rejected Ms. Ra-
naut’s petition. However, a
detailed order is yet to be
made available.

Court rejects
Kangana’s plea
to transfer case 
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Thursday told
political parties not to hold
election events in areas ad-
joining the constituencies
where byelections are being
held.

The ECI said its existing
instructions on the model
code of conduct (MCC) pro-
vided that it would be ap-
plicable to the district com-
prising the Assembly or Lok

Sabha constituency where
byelections are being held.
In case the seat was in State
capitals, metropolitan cities
and municipal corporations,
then the MCC would be ap-
plicable in the area of the
constituency concerned on-
ly. “In all other cases, afore-
said instructions would be
enforced in the entire dis-
trict(s) covering the Consti-
tuency going for byelection
(s),” an ECI statement said. It
advised parties not to organ-

ise any activity directly relat-
ed to the bypolls, which
would be held on October
30, in adjoining areas.

The ECI also “clarified
that if any electioneering ac-
tivities connected to ongoing
byelection are organised
anywhere within the dis-
trict, then all instructions re-
lated to enforcement of
MCC, COVID and expendi-
ture monitoring shall apply
as done in case of political
activities.”

No poll events in areas near
byelection seats, says ECI 
Enforcement of MCC, COVID-19 norms must apply, it says 

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

A man from Fatehpur district
in Uttar Pradesh was booked
by the police under the new
anti-conversion law in the
State for trying to convert his
wife to Islam.

The Allahabad High Court
had recently granted bail to
the accused, a truck driver by
profession. In the High
Court, he had pleaded that
he and his wife were both
Hindus. 

On June 26, an FIR was
lodged against Vijay Kumar
Sonkar, 28, at Khakhreru pol-
ice station under Sections 3,
5 (1) of the Uttar Pradesh Pro-
hibition of Unlawful Conver-
sion of Religion Ordinance
2020. Mr. Sonkar was also
booked under Indian Penal
Code Sections 295 (deliber-
ate and malicious acts, in-
tended to outrage religious
feelings), 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation). 

Rajesh Kumar, Additional
Superintendent of Police, Fa-
tehpur, said that Mr. Sonkar
was booked on a complaint
lodged by his wife Poonam
Devi, 22, who accused her
husband of putting pressure

on her and her family to con-
vert to Islam. Mr. Sonkar had
allegedly befriended a Mus-
lim truck diver and accepted
Islam as his faith, Mr. Kumar
said in June. On July 6, a local
court refused bail to Mr. Son-
kar. 

Abused, thrashed
According to details in the
bail rejection order, Poonam
Devi said that her husband
wanted her to convert. On
June 25, she alleged, Mr. Son-
kar abused and thrashed her
to force her to convert. She
added that her father-in-law
did not intervene when her
husband hit her. 

Mr. Sonkar’s lawyer told
the court that he was falsely
implicated in the case. The
accused stated that on the

day of the alleged incident,
the couple had a domestic
dispute. Some people in the
neighbourhood who bore
animosity against him mali-
ciously persuaded his wife to
file an FIR on fabricated
charges. 

Mr. Sonkar also submitted
that he was happily married
with Poonam and that the al-
legation of use of force or in-
ducement to get her convert-
ed to Islam was false and
unfounded.

The lawyer arguing the
case for the State opposed
the bail and submitted that
police had recovered the Qu-
ran and other articles from
the accused. 

Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Kumar Chaurasia de-
nied bail to Mr. Sonkar saying
the charges against him were
“very serious in nature”. 

Mr. Sonkar then ap-
proached the Allahabad High
Court. On September 27, Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar Pachori
granted him bail without ex-
pressing opinion on the me-
rit of the case. Mr. Sonkar
submitted in the High Court
that he and his wife were
both Hindus by religion and
that she was living with him.

Hindu man booked on
conversion charges in U.P.
He had recently been granted bail by the Allahabad HC

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW <> Mr. Sonkar was
booked on a
complaint lodged
by his wife
Poonam Devi, who
accused her
husband of putting
pressure on her
and her family to
convert to Islam

Rajesh Kumar

Additional Superintendent of Police

President Ram Nath Kovind
said on Thursday that he
was delighted to have got an
opportunity to carry for-
ward the legacy of the first
President, Rajendra Prasad,
who was also from Bihar. 

“The soil of Bihar is rat-
nagarbha [a treasure trove].
I have always been moved
by the affection showered
by its people. And this is
why a visit here always
brings me joy,” said the Pre-
sident in his address as the

chief guest at an event to
mark the centenary of the
State’s Assembly building.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, Governor Phagu Chou-
han, and Deputy Chief Mi-
nisters Tarkishore Prasad
and Renu Devi Assembly
Speaker Vijay Kumar Sinha
and Chairman of the Legis-
lative Council Awadhesh Na-
rayan Singh were among a
host of leaders and dignitar-
ies present.The Chief Minis-
ter welcomed Mr. Kovind,
calling him a “Bihari Presi-
dent”. 

President attends Bihar
House’s centenary event 
Soil of Bihar is ratnagarbha: Kovind
Special Correspondent

PATNA

The Salem rural police on
Thursday took up an old
case pertaining to the
death of C. Kanagaraj,
former Chief Minister Jaya-
lalithaa’s driver, for further
investigation.

Kanagaraj, 36, was killed
in a road accident near At-
tur in April 2017. On the
day of the accident, Kanag-
araj was reportedly on his
way to Thalaivasal, on the
Salem-Ulundurpet High-
way, on a two-wheeler. 

When he took a right
turn to move to the service
lane, a car heading towards
Perambalur allegedly hit
his vehicle, and Kanagaraj
was thrown off. He was
rushed to the government
hospital at Attur where
doctors declared him
dead.

Kanagaraj was named
the prime accused in the
murder of the watchman at
the Kodanad Estate bunga-
low of Jayalalithaa. Kanaga-
raj’s family members have
been demanding a detailed
probe into his death, alleg-
ing that he was murdered.

Superintendent of Pol-
ice M. Sree Abhinav con-
firmed the development. 

Police to
further probe
death of 
Jaya’s driver
Staff Reporter

SALEM
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(set by Sunnet)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids:

@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

■ ACROSS
1 Link note to former (6)

4 Remove unknown abrasive (8)

10 Somehow change current unit inside a toaster? (9)

11 Pose with hollow air instrument (5)

12 Team’s strategic dialogue which includes India (5)

13 Storytellers quickly moved back with artist to the upper house (9)

14 Not in favour of strong move over preserving visibility (4-3)

16 Colour of map in Kindle (4)

19 Grain I lost in jungle (4)

21 Probationer’s part in ape’s transformation (7)

24 A position had some significance for deserters (9)

25 Film where doctor avoids maid in Mumbai (5)

26 Phoney Guru hugged young Chinese national (5)

27 Fix duct for dental procedure (4,5)

28 Made listener join again (8)

29 Finishes with zero wickets and leaves (6)

■ DOWN

1 Transport for Richard, the Mumbai opener (8)

2 Result in captain having till... (4,2,2)

3 Bound to initially copy and then delete (5)

5 Explain Shakespearean character breaking a drinking vessel (5,2)

6 He stays away from Jack’s teacher without reading (9)

7 Fibre bed’s the current fashion (6)

8 It represents the tree of knowledge. Why? At the end, it has pain (1-5)

9 Drink gone bad? Add a drop of ginger and some grape-juice (6)

15 Relating to breaking French law on river (9)

17 Angry duck/bird (8)

18 Transports very fresh lichees (8)

20 Obtains money from old wrongdoings (7)

21 Not a drop over a plunger (6)

22 Raja guaranteed to trap an animal (6)

23 Go and tune out speech (6)

25 Philosopher’s company in bar (5)

SCAN TO PLAY

+ 13383
SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 13382 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Kulasekhara Azhvar, in his Thillai Thiruchitrakootam pasu-
rams, expresses his longing to see Rama. He sings of the
events of Rama’s story, for Lord Govindaraja of Thillai has
enabled him to view events that took place in a distant yuga.
Serving the Lord was more appealing to Kulasekhara Azhvar
than being king, said Akkarakkani Srinidhi in a discourse.
He bows before those who serve the Lord. Rama is not One
who savours the pomp and glory of kingship. The Lord too
values service done to Him, however little it might be. Rama
refers to a tree as Sriman Vanaspati. Sriman is a prefix used
out of regard for people. How did a tree merit such an ho-
nour? Because, when Rama and Sita were in the forest, the
tree had afforded them shelter.

Lord Rama also saw kingship as a burden. When Vibhish-
ana sought refuge at Rama’s feet, there was one worry that
Rama had. He was not too keen on ruling in Ayodhya. That
being the case, what if Vibhishana, after the slaying of Rava-
na, requested Him to take over Lanka as well? Taking charge
of Ayodhya was unavoidable. But why add to His responsi-
bilities? So went Rama’s thoughts. And, so when He pro-
mised the kingdom of Lanka to Vibhishana and it was ac-
cepted, Rama heaved a sigh of relief. It was as if He had been
relieved of a fever. 

But there was one fever that abided with Him. Rama had
requested Indra to bring back to life every monkey killed in
the Lankan battle, and as Rama saw monkeys coming back
to life, and was happy about it, His thoughts went to Jatayu.
He Himself had performed the last rites for Jatayu. Had He
not done so, and brought Jatayu to battlefield, then Jatayu
too would have been revived by Indra. Now that chance was
lost, and this was a regret Rama carried with Him always.

FAITH

Lord Rama’s regret

Mirage crashes in M.P.,
pilot ejects safely
NEW DELHI

A Mirage 2000 aircraft of the
Indian Air Force crashed in
Bhind district of Madhya
Pradesh on Thursday. “An IAF
Mirage 2000 aircraft
experienced a technical
malfunction during a training
sortie in the central sector
this morning. The pilot
ejected safely,” the IAF said.
An inquiry has been ordered
to ascertain the cause of the
accident. The aircraft had
taken off from the
Maharajpura airbase at
Gwalior in the morning, an
official said.

IN BRIEF

DA hike for Union
Government employees
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved an
increase of dearness
allowance (DA) given to
Central Government
employees and dearness
relief (DR) to pensioners from
28% of the basic pay or
pension to 31%. The Cabinet,
at a meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
approved the release of an
additional instalment of DA
and DR with effect from July
1 to compensate for price rise,
a government statement said.
“This will benefit about 47.14
lakh Central Government
employees and 68.62 lakh
pensioners,” a statement said.
The combined impact on the
exchequer would be ₹9,488.7
crore a year.

Minors stone six-year-old
to death in Assam
GUWAHATI

The police in central Assam’s
Nagaon district arrested two
minor “porn addicts” who
allegedly stoned a
six-year-old girl to death for
resisting sexual abuse. An
eight-year-old boy was also
arrested for abetting the
crime along with the parents
of one of the two boys, both
aged 11, for trying to suppress
the incident and tamper with
evidence. The girl was killed
on October 18 at a village
under the Uluoni police
station. Found lying
unconscious inside the toilet
of a stone-crushing mill, she
was declared dead on arrival
at a local hospital. 

Court upholds death
penalty of 9 in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR

A local court in Odisha on
Thursday upheld the death
penalty imposed on nine
persons, who killed three
members of a family by
injecting them with pesticide
in 2016. The three were killed
on the suspicion that they
practised witchcraft. The
crime took place in the
remote Kitum village under
the Putasingh police station
limits in Rayagada district on
September 9, 2016. The
additional district judge,
Gunupur, convicted the nine
persons on April 11, 2018, and
handed out the death
sentence. Those convicted
had filed an appeal against
the sentence.

The Congress on Thursday
congratulated health sector
workers for helping India
achieve the milestone of ad-
ministering 100 crore vac-
cine doses but posed several
questions to the Narendra
Modi Government and de-
manded an “impartial com-
mission” to fix accountabili-
ty of political leaders and
officials whose “criminal ne-
gligence” had led to the
deadly second wave of the
pandemic.

At a press conference,
chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said though the
Government’s own figures
had put COVID-19 deaths at
4.53 lakh, most independent
surveys and assessments put
the figure between 40 lakh
and 65 lakh deaths. The Con-
gress also asked for a fresh
survey to ensure a wider cov-
erage of compensation to all
those who had lost their
loved ones to the novel coro-
navirus. “All parties should
be consulted to set up an im-
partial commission that will
include health experts, an
honourable judge and all
those who went out of their
way to help fight corona. Ma-
ny countries appointed such

commissions… Is no one res-
ponsible for the 4.53 lakh
deaths that even Modiji ad-
mits to. Is no one responsible
for the 40 to 65 lakh deaths
that independent surveys
have talked about and pu-
blished in the media. Were
these people responsible for
their own deaths?” Mr. Surje-
wala asked.

He said that among the
top 20 nations that had vac-
cinated their populations
with both doses, India
ranked 19th as only 21% of
the eligible population had
been covered so far.

Many still waiting
He said about 32 crore adults
were yet to get any dose and

about 42 crore were waiting
for the second dose.

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury tweeted, “A
billion vaccinations is a land-
mark. But celebrations? Mo-
di Govt. has abandoned it’s
own target of fully vaccinat-
ing all adults by year end.
Only 21% are fully vaccinat-

ed. Unless this reaches 2/3rd
of India, dangers loom large.
Accelerate vaccinations.”

CPI secretary D. Raja said,
“Time has come now for pu-
blic spending on health to go
up and the Centre should en-
sure adequate supply of vac-
cines to State Governments
so that people have access to
vaccines.”

Fix accountability for deaths: Congress
Party congratulates health sector workers for helping India administer 100 crore vaccine doses

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Celebrating a record: The Konark Sun temple is illuminated to celebrate the 100 crore vaccine
milestone and pay tribute to frontline and health workers in the country. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

As India hit a milestone of
administering 100 crore
doses of COVID-19 vaccines
on Thursday, Regional Di-
rector of WHO South-East
Asia Poonam Khetrapal
Singh termed it an extraor-
dinary feat. This would not
have been possible in a
short span without a strong
political leadership, inter-
sectoral convergence, dedi-
cated efforts of the entire
health and frontline work-
force and the people them-
selves, she said.

“India’s progress must be
viewed in the context of the
country’s commendable
commitment and efforts to
ensure that these life-saving
vaccines are accessible glo-
bally,” she said.

UNICEF India representa-
tive Yasmin Ali Haque wel-
comed the strides India had
made in recent months to
ramp up vaccination. She
said, “This is a tremendous
achievement, given the lo-
gistical complexity of admi-
nistering 1 billion doses in
less than a year, in a country
as vast and diverse as India.
As Indian families recover
from the recent devastating

COVID-19 wave, for many,
this milestone means hope.”

“UNICEF has supported
these efforts by procuring
and supplying over 4,195
pieces of electrical cold
chain equipment, including
walk-in coolers, freezers,
ice-lined refrigerators, and
deep freezers. We also sup-
plied more than 4,20,000
pieces of cold chain boxes
and vaccine carriers.”

“As part of the Risk Com-
munication and Community
Engagement response, UN-
ICEF continues to actively
support the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
through national communi-
cation campaigns to pro-
mote behaviours to prevent
COVID-19 and speed up In-
dia’s vaccine drive.”

UNICEF India was in the
process of procuring mil-
lions of syringes and other
equipment as per the needs
of the Government of India,
the statement added.

Chairman and Managing
Director of Bharat Biotech
Krishna Ella observed that
reaching the one billion
mark of vaccination in just
nine months was a remarka-
ble achievement for the na-
tion.

WHO, UNICEF hail
vaccine milestone
‘It is a tremendous achievement’
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) on Thursday
illuminated 100 monuments
in the tricolour to celebrate
the milestone of 100 crore
COVID-19 vaccine doses.
Thanking frontline workers,
the ASI said in a statement
that 100 monuments,
including UNESCO World
Heritage Sites — Red Fort,
Humayun’s Tomb and
Qutub Minar in Delhi, Agra
Fort and Fatehpur Sikri in
Uttar Pradesh, Konark
Temple in Odisha and
Mamallapuram Rath
temples in Tamil Nadu —
were lit up.

100 monuments
illuminated

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

While the Government has
launched a scathing attack
against the publishers of the
Global Hunger Index for In-
dia’s poor ranking, experts
argue that not only were
steps taken by the Govern-
ment to check rising levels of
hunger in a pandemic year
inadequate, it also failed to
measure the scale of hunger
to tailor its responses.

Following the launch of
the Global Hunger Index
(GHI) 2021, which ranks In-
dia 101 out of 116 countries,
and worse than Pakistan,
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, the Government
questioned the methodolo-
gy used. It also enumerated
various schemes it an-
nounced since the pandem-
ic to counter hunger.

But how was the coverage
and were these schemes
adequate? Purnima Menon,
Senior Research Fellow at
the International Food Poli-
cy Research Institute (IF-
PRI), says there are no answ-
ers to these questions
because India didn’t con-
duct a data collection exer-
cise. “I think what was pro-
mising was that nutrition
was at a high point in terms
of political agenda and visi-
bility before the pandemic
hit. In the minds of frontline

workers and everyone else
the idea that you need to
continue to do things for nu-
trition was helped by the
fact that pre-pandemic it
was a strong agenda system-
wide. There was a response
from the Government too,
be it food allocation from the
Centre or more nuanced
State government respons-
es. But we don’t know
whether that was adequate
or inadequate. And the only
way to know is to relentless-
ly measure to determine
who is hungry, what is the
nature and depth of food in-
security, what is it that peo-
ple want, etc? What we need
are population-wide rapid
surveys and to make such
data available in the public
domain,” says Dr. Menon.

When data were availa-
ble, they were concealed,

says economist Jayati Ghosh,
who criticised the Govern-
ment for its response to the
GHI. “A responsible Govern-
ment should acknowledge
the problem and say we will
do something about it. They
suppressed the consump-
tion data of their own Na-
tional Sample Survey be-
cause they didn’t like the
results,” Ms. Ghosh says.

“We should have given 10
kg of foodgrains and not five
kg, and we should have been
continuing to offer them to-
day. We should immediately
bring back functional angan-
wadis providing food, and
open schools and provide
mid-day meals. These are
steps that should have been
taken months ago. We
should also look at the issue
of livelihoods, by massively
expanding the rural employ-
ment guarantee scheme,”
demands Ms. Ghosh.

Dipa Sinha, Member of
the Right to Food Campaign
and Assistant Professor
(Economics), Ambedkar Un-
iversity, questions the Go-
vernment defence that there
were only 3.9% malnour-
ished children identified
across various anganwadis.

“This can only mean that
the Government has not
been able to carry out
growth monitoring and re-
cord the data.”

‘Govt. failed to measure scale of
hunger to tailor its responses’
Steps taken to check the problem inadequate: experts 

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

Children did not have access
to mid-day meals during the
lockdown.

The Government is unlikely
to allow full resumption of
international flights in the
near future as it believes that
demand for foreign travel is
still tepid, according to the
Civil Aviation Ministry. 

“The current frequencies

available under the bubble
arrangements are adequate
to meet the demand. There
isn’t much demand for inter-
national routes, as the visa
regime is very restrictive. On
certain sectors such as the
U.S. and Canada, airlines
have 30% to 40% load factors
[seat occupancy] for mid-De-
cember 2021. We can surely
consider opening once the
demand nears the pre-CO-
VID-19 levels,” Rajiv Bansal,
Secretary, Ministry of Civil

Aviation, told The Hindu.
The comment comes at a

time when it is widely be-
lieved in the tourism and tra-
vel industry that the Govern-
ment could reopen
international flights fully af-
ter it announced free tourist
visas to those arriving on
chartered planes from Oc-
tober 15 and on non-char-
tered planes from November
15.

Mr. Bansal is also in charge
of Air India as its Chairman

and Managing Director. In
his first comments on the
privatisation of Air India, he
observed, “Disinvestment of
Air India will lead to further
growth of the airline in a pro-
fessional manner as it will al-
low an upgrade of services
such as in-flight catering,
seats, onboard Wi-F connec-
tivity.” Investment on main-
tenance of aircraft would en-
sure better utilisation,
resulting in more flights to
top destinations.

International flights not to resume fully 
Official cites tepid
demand, strict
visa regime
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI
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West Bengal is witnessing a
small but steady rise in the
number of COVID-19 cases
following Durga Puja festivi-
ties. 

On Thursday, the number
of daily cases recorded in
the State stood at 867, from
726 on Wednesday and 690
on Tuesday. 

Positivity rate stood at
2.43% on Thursday, and had
even climbed up to 3% last
weekend. 

“Positivity rate had fallen
to below 1% but it is rising
again. This is clearly con-
nected to the Durga Puja ce-
lebrations. We had cau-
tioned the State government
well in advance,” said Pu-

nyabrata Gun, convener of
the West Bengal Doctors’
Forum. Koushik Lahiri, a
founding member of the fo-
rum and a well-known skin
specialist, said, “In contrast
to other States, the positivi-
ty rate is rising in West Ben-
gal. The next couple of
weeks are going to be cru-
cial. We are doing less num-
ber of tests but the number
of cases is still over 800.”

ENT specialist Arjun Das-
gupta attributed the current
rise in cases to the pre-puja
shopping crowds.

Internal medicine spe-
cialist Rahul Jain said that
the rise in the number of
cases was modest and that
most patients showed only
mild symptoms. 

West Bengal sees a slow
rise in COVID-19 cases
Doctors flag positivity rate
Bishwanath Ghosh 

Kolkata

A day after colleges opened
in Maharashtra, Health Mi-
nister Rajesh Tope on
Thursday announced a spe-
cial drive to vaccinate stu-
dents between the age
group of 18 and 25. 

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Mr. Tope said the
drive would start from Oc-
tober 25 and would conti-
nue till November 2. “We
have given three days to col-
leges to collect data on how
many students have re-
ceived the first dose. Based
on that, we will make our as-
sessment on the doses re-
quired to fully vaccinate the
students,” he said. Higher
and Technical Education

Minister Uday Samant was
also present. 

Talking about the State’s
overall performance with
regard to COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, Mr. Tope said Maha-
rashtra had the highest
number of people who had
been given both doses of the
vaccine. “Around 6.4 crore
people in the State have
been given one dose, while
2.9 crore have got the se-
cond dose,” he said.

The Minister added that
since restrictions on various
activities and movement
were being lifted and the
festive season was in pro-
gress, a possible third wave
post-Deepavali could only
be countered by increased
vaccination.

Special vaccination drive
in Maharashtra colleges
Minister says State tops in double dose
Staff Reporter

Mumbai
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Former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump, banned from
social media platforms Face-
book and Twitter since the
January 6 attack on the U.S.
Capitol, has announced that
he is launching a social me-
dia company , TRUTH Social,
to “stand up to the tyranny
of Big Tech”.

“We live in a world where
the Taliban has a huge pre-
sence on Twitter, yet your fa-
vorite American President
has been silenced,” Mr.
Trump said in a statement
released via email by the
Trump Media and Technolo-
gy Group (TMTG).

The platform will be made
possible via the merger of
TMTG and Digital World Ac-
quisition Group, the email
said, with TMTG eventually
becoming a publicly listed

company.
The app is expected to roll

out across the U.S. in the first
quarter of next year, with a
beta version being launched
next month. 

“I am excited to send out
my first TRUTH on TRUTH
Social very soon. TMTG was
founded with a mission to
give a voice to all. I'm excited
to soon begin sharing my
thoughts on TRUTH Social
and to fight back against Big
Tech. Everyone asks me why
doesn’t someone stand up to
Big Tech? Well, we will
be soon!”  Mr. Trump said.
Presumably, a ‘TRUTH’ is the
equivalent of a message or a
tweet on Twitter.

TMTG also announced
that it is launching a sub-
scription video on demand
programme, featuring ‘non-
woke’ programming.

While as President, Mr.

Trump had a penchant for
tweeting throughout the day,
though his tweets were nor-
mally concentrated in the
early morning hours. Some
of his messages often indicat-
ed shifts in foreign policy,
others served as marketing
messages for his presidency
and campaign. 

The former President was
known to call his political
rivals names on Twitter.
Since being expelled from
social media sites, Mr.
Trump has sought to restore
his voice online in various
ways. In July this year, he
sued Twitter, Facebook and
Google, saying he was the
victim of censorship.

Trump to launch social media platform
The app, TRUTH Social, is expected to roll out across the U.S. in the first quarter of next year

Sriram Lakshman

Washington

Return to limelight: An illustration picture showing the "Truth
Social" app, with Donald Trump in the background. * AFP

The United Nations said on
Thursday it had set up a spe-
cial trust fund to provide ur-
gently-needed cash directly
to Afghans through a system
tapping into donor funds
frozen since the Taliban ta-
keover last August.

With the local economy
“imploding”, the aim is to in-
ject liquidity into Afghan
households to permit them
to survive this winter and re-
main in their homeland des-
pite turmoil, it said.

Achim Steiner, the UN De-
velopment Programme’s
(UNDP) administrator said
that Germany, a first con-
tributor, had pledged €50
million ($58 million) to the
fund, and that it was in
touch with other donors to
mobilise resources.

“We have to step in, we
have to stabilise a ‘people’s
economy’ and in addition to
saving lives we also have to
save livelihoods,” Mr. Steiner
told a news briefing.

“Because otherwise we
will confront indeed a scena-
rio through this winter and
into next year where mil-
lions and millions of Afghans

are simply unable to stay on
their land, in their homes, in
their villages and survive.
The implications of that are
not difficult to understand,”
he said.

Economy set to contract
The International Monetary
Fund said on Tuesday that
Afghanistan’s economy is set
to contract up to 30% this
year and this is likely to
further fuel a refugee crisis
that will affect its neighbour-
ing countries, Turkey and
Europe.

The Islamists’ takeover
saw billions in central bank
assets frozen and interna-
tional financial institutions
suspend access to funds,
although humanitarian aid

has continued. Banks are
running out of money, civil
servants have not been paid
and food prices have soared.

Mr. Steiner said the chal-
lenge is to repurpose donor
funds already earmarked for
Aghanistan.

“Discussions over the last
few weeks have focused on
how we do find a way to be
able to mobilise these re-
sources in view of the eco-
nomic implosion that is now
unfolding and the interna-
tional community’s repeat-
ed commitment not to aban-
don the people of
Afghanistan,” he said.

Kanni Wignaraja, director
of UNDP’s regional bureau
for the Asia Pacific, said that
cash will be provided to Af-
ghan workers in public
works programmes, such as
drought and flood control
programmes, and grants gi-
ven to micro-enterprises.
Temporary basic income
would be paid to the vulner-
able elderly and disabled,
she said. 

The UNDP had costed ac-
tivities to be covered over
the first 12 months at approx-
imately $667 million, she
added.

UN unveils fund for ‘people’s
economy’ in Afghanistan
Germany pledges $58 mn for direct cash transfer to Afghans

Reuters

Geneva

Achim Steiner

The Kremlin said on Thurs-
day it had no respect for a
European Parliament deci-
sion to give the EU’s top hu-
man rights award to jailed
Russian opposition politi-
cian Alexei Navalny. 

“We respect this body,
but no one can make us res-
pect such decisions,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov told reporters, referring
to the European Parliament.

On Wednesday, the Euro-
pean Parliament awarded
its Sakharov Prize for Free-
dom of Thought to Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s best-
known domestic opponent. 

Mr. Peskov said the deci-
sion “significantly devalues
the meaning” of words like
freedom of thought.

The 45-year-old Opposi-

tion politician last year sur-
vived a poisoning attack
with Novichok nerve agent
that he blames on the
Kremlin.

After returning to Russia
in January from Germany,
where he was treated, he
was arrested and convicted
on old embezzlement charg-
es. He is now serving a two-
and-a-half-year prison sen-
tence in a penal colony out-
side Moscow.

Mr. Navalny said he felt
honoured to receive the
award. “This is not only an
honour, but also a great res-
ponsibility,” Mr. Navalny,
whose social media ac-
counts are run by his team,
said on Twitter. “I am very
grateful to the European
Parliament for appreciating
our work so highly. We will
continue to do our best.”

No ‘respect’ for Navalny’s
Sakharov prize: Kremlin
Putin critic won the top EU award
Agence France-Presse

Moscow

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Thurs-
day threatened to expel the
U.S., German and eight oth-
er Western Ambassadors af-
ter they issued a rare joint
statement in support of a
jailed civil society leader.

Parisian-born philanthro-
pist and activist Osman Ka-
vala, 64, has been in jail
without a conviction since
2017, becoming a symbol of
what critics see as Mr. Erdo-
gan’s growing intolerance of
dissent.

Joint statement 
The 10 Ambassadors issued
a highly unusual joint state-
ment on Monday — distri-
buted widely on their Tur-
kish social media accounts —
saying Mr. Kavala's conti-
nued detention “cast a sha-
dow” over Turkey.

“I told our Foreign Minis-
ter that we cannot have the
luxury of hosting them in
our country,” Mr. Erdogan
told reporters in comments
published by Turkish
media.

Mr. Kavala has faced a
string of alternating charges
linked to 2013 anti-govern-
ment protests and a failed
military coup in 2016. 

In their statement, the
U.S., Germany, Canada,
Denmark, Finland, France,
the Netherlands, New Zea-
land, Norway and Sweden
called for a “just and speedy
resolution to (Kavala)’s
case”. 

The 10 envoys were sum-
moned to the Turkish Fo-
reign Ministry on Tuesday. 

“Is it within your boun-
dary to teach such a lesson
to Turkey? Who are you?”
Mr. Erdogan reportedly de-
manded to know. 

Erdogan threatens to
expel 10 Western envoys
They had supported a jailed activist 
Agence France-Presse

Istanbul 

Facebook said on Thursday
it had reached an agree-
ment with some French
newspapers to pay for
news content shared by its
users, months after Google
announced plans to re-
munerate them for articles
shown in web searches.

Facebook said the li-
censing deal with the APIG
alliance of national and re-
gional newspapers “means
that people will be able to
continue uploading and
sharing news stories freely
amongst their communi-
ties, whilst also ensuring
that the copyright of our
publishing partners is
protected.”

The company said it
would also launch Face-
book News in January to
“give people a dedicated
space to access content
from trusted and reputable
news sources”.

FB says it will
pay French
press for news
Agence France-Presse

Paris

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
along with the chief of spy
agency ISI, Lt. Gen Faiz Ha-
meed, held talks with the Ta-
liban leadership in Kabul
and vowed to provide hu-
manitarian aid worth Rs.
500 crore to Afghanistan.

Mr. Qureshi met interim
Prime Minister Mullah Mo-
hammad Hassan Akhund,
and underlined that Pakis-
tan wanted lasting peace
and stability in Afghanistan.

Mr. Qureshi said Pakistan
was determined to help the
Afghan people, who are star-
ing at an economic crisis. 

He said Pakistan would

provide humanitarian aid
worth Rs. 500 crore to Af-
ghanistan and would also al-
low duty free import of fresh
fruits and vegetables from
Afghanistan.

Mr. Qureshi said that he
held result-oriented discus-
sions with the Taliban lea-
dership, Dawn newspaper
reported.

Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Pak. Foreign Minister, ISI chief
hold talks with Taliban in Kabul

A booster dose of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine developed by
Pfizer Inc and German
partner BioNTech SE res-
tored efficacy to 95.6%
against the virus, including
the Delta variant, data re-
leased by the companies
from a large study showed
on Thursday.

The companies said the
trial, which has not been
peer-reviewed, tested
10,000 participants aged 16
and older, and found that
the booster shot had a fa-
vourable safety profile.

The trial results come a
day after the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration author-
ized booster doses of the CO-
VID-19 vaccines from Moder-
na Inc and Johnson &
Johnson, and said Ameri-
cans could choose a diffe-

rent shot from their original
inoculation as a booster.

The agency previously
authorised boosters of the
Pfizer/BioNTech shot at least
six months after the first
round of shots to increase
protection for people aged
65 and older, those at risk of
severe disease and those
who are exposed to the virus
through their work.

Jefferies analyst Michael
Yee said the trial results add

to mounting data that boos-
ters could help in providing
long-lasting protection from
symptomatic infection.
There were no reported cas-
es of severe disease, suggest-
ing robust protection from
infection with only the prim-
ary vaccination series, Mr.
Yee said.

Pfizer had said its two-
shot vaccine’s efficacy drops
over time, citing a study that
showed 84% effectiveness
from a peak of 96% four
months after a second dose. 

The drugmakers said on
Thursday the median time
between the second dose
and the booster shot or the
placebo in the study was
around 11 months, adding
there were only five cases of
COVID-19 in the booster
group, compared with 109
cases in the group which re-
ceived the placebo shot.

Pfizer, BioNTech say COVID-19
booster shot has high efficacy
‘It is 95.6% effective against the virus, including Delta strain’

Reuters

Berlin

The companies said the trial
tested 10,000 participants
aged 16 and older. * AFP

Moscow Mayor Sergei So-
byanin on Thursday or-
dered the closure of all
non-essential services in
the Russian capital bet-
ween October 28 and No-
vember 7 to curb the
spread of infections as vi-
rus deaths soared.

“During this period the
work of all (these) organi-
sations on the territory of
the city of Moscow must
stop,” Mr. Sobyanin said as
Russia reported a record
1,036 deaths in a single day
on Thursday. 

A day earlier, President
Vladimir Putin announced
a week-long nationwide
paid holiday starting Oc-
tober 30. 

Mr. Sobyanin said all
non-essential retail and ve-
nues of sport and enter-
tainment must close. Res-
taurants and pharmacies
will remain open. 

Non-essential
services shut
in Moscow
Agence France-Presse

Moscow
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 779.35. . . . . . -15.55

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3002.00. . . -167.60

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 807.80. . . . . . . . . 3.00

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3804.00. . . . . . -44.65

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. 18579.60. . . . . . -23.60

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7737.30. . . . . . -24.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 696.05. . . . . . -12.40

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 451.05. . . . . . . . . 9.95

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3714.35. . . . . . -47.65

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 911.55. . . . . . . . . 5.65

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 182.40. . . . . . . . . 1.90

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 5193.65. . . . . . . 77.25

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4651.65. . . -102.25

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 2663.35. . . . . . . 12.15

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1745.80. . . . . . . 53.30

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1210.70. . . . . . -22.20

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2844.10. . . . . . . 49.00

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1676.30. . . . . . . . . 2.45

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 694.55. . . . . . . . -8.85

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2756.90. . . . . . -59.10

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 493.75. . . . . . -19.20

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2445.75. . . . . . -32.90

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 755.50. . . . . . . . . 9.65

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1184.40. . . . . . -17.30

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1753.65. . . . . . -48.70

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 131.65. . . . . . . . . 1.10

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 244.70. . . . . . . . -1.90

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 674.10. . . . . . -11.05

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2143.75. . . . . 128.30

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1805.75. . . . . . . . -0.95

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 897.00. . . . . . . . -2.35

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 7575.25. . . . . . -15.50

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 19233.15. . . . . . -44.50

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 147.90. . . . . . . . . 1.65

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 155.00. . . . . . . . . 0.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 194.05. . . . . . . . -0.30

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2622.50. . . . . . -77.90

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1158.30. . . . . . -10.45

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 502.95. . . . . . . . . 3.05

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 27618.70. . . . . 161.30

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 818.40. . . . . . . . . 3.50

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 814.80. . . . . . -12.15

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 508.00. . . . . . . 21.10

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1314.70. . . . . . -28.60

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3532.50. . . . . . -76.35

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1524.25. . . . . . -15.05

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2395.70. . . . . . -15.70

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 7129.00. . . . . . . . -0.60

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 717.45. . . . . . . . . 1.55

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 696.30. . . . . . . . -5.65

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 21

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 74.66. . . . . . . 74.98

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 86.91. . . . . . . 87.28

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .103.10. . . . 103.53

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 65.47. . . . . . . 65.75

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 11.67. . . . . . . 11.72

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.30. . . . . . . 81.65

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 55.47. . . . . . . 55.71

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 60.49. . . . . . . 60.75

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.94. . . . . . . 18.04

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

21-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 60,924 ddddddddddddd-0.55 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 74.87 ddddddddddddddd0.00

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 46,503 dddddddddddddddd ----

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 84.06 ddddddddddddd-1.33

The Centre has asked States
to lift their hydropower out-
put in a bid to conserve
scarce coal supplies, Power
Secretary Alok Kumar said
on Thursday, stressing the
need to build strategic re-
serves of imported coal and
gas as was being done for pe-
troleum products. 

“At least in the foreseeable
10 years or so, all the coun-
tries, especially major eco-
nomies, will be dependent
on fossil fuel supplies for
base load and for grid ba-
lancing,” Mr. Kumar noted.
“We will never be able to in-
sulate ourselves from these
supply shocks of imported
fuel,” he added, referring to
the major supply disruptions
due to the soaring global
prices of coal, gas and oil. 

“Let us start discussing
about keeping a strategic re-

serve of these fuels — gas, oil,
imported coal… so that eco-
nomies are able to adjust and
tide over these supply
shocks for about a month or
so. That will be a small cost
vis-à-vis the cost of these dis-
ruptions,” he said at the
South Asia Power Summit
hosted by the Confederation

of Indian Industry (CII). 
Noting that even China,

U.K., Europe and Singapore
had faced supply challenges,
Mr. Kumar said high prices
made energy security chal-
lenging. India, he pointed
out, had 17,000 MW of pow-
er plants based on imported
coal and 24,000 MW of gas-

fired plants, which virtually
go out of play when prices
rise too high. 

‘Crunch time’

“Many countries have start-
ed keeping strategic re-
serves, because when it
comes to a crunch, every
country will meet its needs
first. Russia has curtailed gas
supply to Europe because
they want more gas to be
consumed within their coun-
try,” he said, making a case
for South Asian countries to
build up similar reserves. 

Mooting the need to diver-
sify the energy basket to
cope with the fossil fuels’
supply crunch, the official
said: “For the last one week,
we are generating extra hy-
dropower on off-peak days
to conserve our coal. We
have talked to States and said
wherever you have water re-
servoir, or higher water le-

vels, please generate more
hydropower so that we can
save coal.” 

A surge in power demand
combined with a fall in im-
ports due to high global coal
prices have led to supply dis-
ruptions and power cuts last-
ing up to 14 hours a day des-
pite record supplies from
state-run Coal India. Most of
India’s 135 coal-fired power
plants have fuel stocks of less
than three days. Coal ac-
counts for more than 70% of
India’s power generation.

India, the world’s second
largest coal importer with
the world’s fourth largest re-
serves, must also compete
for supplies with China.

“High prices will make
energy security very chal-
lenging if we don’t have a
well thought out strategy,”
Mr. Kumar said.

(With inputs from
Reuters)

‘Need strategic reserves of coal and gas’
Kumar moots a month’s stock to guard against supply shocks, govt. asks States to boost hydel output

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

High wire: India’s 17,000 MW based on imported coal, 24,000
MW of gas-fired plants get hit when prices rise. * K. K. MUSTAFAH

The Centre is likely to
pump capital in public sec-
tor banks during the last
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year to meet the
regulatory requirements.

The government, in
Budget 2021-22, made an
allocation of ₹20,000 crore
for capital infusion in the
state-owned banks.

The capital position of
banks would be reviewed
in the next quarter, and de-
pending on the require-
ment, the infusion will be
made to meet the regulato-
ry needs.

Going forward, sources
said, the rise in stressed as-
sets would determine capi-
tal requirement.

PSU banks
may get more
capital in Q4 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

All indicators point to a
clear and sharp recovery
underway in the Indian eco-
nomy, Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal asserted on Thursday,
adding that energy security
is the core driver for India’s
drive towards self-reliance.

“GDP has grown a record
20.1% in the first quarter.
Make-In-India is now mak-
ing for the world. For the
first time, in the second
quarter, our exports crossed
100 billion dollars, forex re-
serves have now grown to
$638 billion dollars, FDI in
the first four months are
62% higher than the corres-
ponding figure last year. All

these point to the growing
confidence towards India,”
Mr. Goyal said in an address
to the India Energy Forum
hosted by CERAWeek. 

Citing the sharp drop in
electricity costs in recent
years, he said the price of
solar power had come down
from ₹8-₹10 per unit about
6-7 years ago to just ₹2.40.

Sharp economic revival
underway, says Goyal
‘Energy security is core to self-reliance’
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

Piyush Goyal

A court on Thursday asked
Zee Entertainment Enter-
prises to call a meeting of
shareholders, as sought by
top investor Invesco, which
is pushing for the removal of
the TV network’s CEO and a
board revamp.

Any resolution passed at
the extraordinary general
meeting will be put on hold,
however, until the Bombay
High Court decides on the
legality of Invesco’s request
for such a meeting.

Zee and Invesco did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Invesco, which owns al-
most 18% of Zee via two
funds, wants a shake-up at

the Indian TV network over
corporate governance con-
cerns at a time when the
company is planning a
merger with the local unit of
Japan’s Sony Group.

That move is set to create
India’s biggest broadcaster,
but Invesco has raised con-
cerns about options given to
Zee’s founding family to
raise their stake in the
merged company to 20%.

Court asks Zee to call
shareholders’ meeting
Any resolution at EGM to be on hold
Reuters

NEW DELHIA week after PM Narendra
Modi unveiled the PM Gat-
iShakti National Master
Plan for improving multi-
modal connectivity pro-
jects’ outcomes, the Cabi-
net Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA) on
Thursday approved an in-
stitutional framework for
its implementation. 

“The PM GatiShakti mas-
terplan has been approved
with a three-tier monitor-
ing system led by an empo-
wered group of secretaries
headed by the Cabinet Se-
cretary,” Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anu-
rag Thakur said after the
meeting of the Cabinet and
the CCEA.

Cabinet okays
implementing
PM GatiShakti 
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

L&T to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2040
MUMBAI 

L&T said it will achieve
carbon neutrality by 2040,
ahead of Paris Agreement’s
deadline of 2050, and water
neutrality by 2035.

For Delhi resident Suman Mi-
lind, rising prices are casting
a long shadow over the up-
coming Deepavali festival.

The 33-year-old home-
maker is tightening her
purse strings, thanks to soar-

ing costs of fuel, transport
and many manufactured
items, coupled with stagnant
incomes due to the
pandemic.

“Earlier we used to get
four or five boxes of dry
fruits during festivals, but
now we hardly get one or

two because of the high pric-
es,” said Ms. Milind.

Millions of Indian house-
holds are facing similar
strains on their budgets
ahead of Deepavali, which
this year falls in early No-
vember and marks the coun-
try’s busiest shopping sea-

son for consumer goods.
Many are foregoing big-

ticket purchases such as tele-
vision sets and jewellery, ac-
cording to half-a-dozen peo-
ple Reuters spoke to and a
consumer survey by Mum-
bai-based consultancy Axis
My India, threatening to slow

an economy recovering from
the worst of COVID-19.

Pump prices of petrol and
diesel are up nearly 35%
from a year ago and cooking
gas by more than 50%, se-
verely hitting more than
three-quarters of house-
holds, economists said.

Rising prices restrain consumer mood in festive season 
Reuters

NEW DELHI

Corporate fraud cases will
rise in the next two years be-
cause of COVID-19 related
pressures, 63% of indepen-
dent directors (IDs) said in a
survey.

This is because COVID-19
has significantly disrupted
business environments,
leading to change in busi-
ness models, cash flow
crunch, and remote work-
ing environment, which
have exposed organisation
and individuals to increased
fraud-related vulnerabili-
ties, the survey by Deloitte
Touche Tohmatsu India LLP
(DTTILLP), in association
with the Institute of Direc-
tors (IOD), revealed.

Cybercrimes (23. 90%), fi-
nancial statement fraud in-
cluding incorrect business
valuations (20.96%) and

leak of sensitive information
(12.87%) are the most likely
fraud schemes to be expe-
rienced in the near future,
according to the findings.

“Our survey results
brought to the forefront that
independent directors are
ready to be part of a board
that has previously expe-
rienced/reported fraud,”
said Nikhil Bedi, partner
and leader, Forensic, Finan-
cial Advisory, DTTILLP.

Corporate frauds to rise in
next 2 years: Deloitte-IOD
Study cites pandemic induced pressure
Special Correspondent 

Mumbai 

TVS Motor Company on
Thursday posted a 29.19%
increase in consolidated
net profit to ₹234.37 crore
for the second quarter end-
ed September.

The company had re-
ported a net profit of
₹181.41 crore in the July-
September period of the
previous fiscal.

Revenue from opera-
tions rose to ₹6,483.42 for
the second quarter as com-
pared with ₹5,254.36 in the
year-earlier period, TVS
Motor Company said in a
regulatory filing.

For the six months end-
ed September 30, the com-
pany posted a consolidated
net profit of ₹219.65 crore. 

TVS Motor Q2
net jumps 29%
to ₹234 crore
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Despite COVID-19 related
challenges, the Indian real
estate sector is seeing de-
mand revival, a report by
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) and JLL said.

“The pandemic did halt
much of the industry’s
growth, however there are
lots of green shoots emerg-
ing and transforming the
future of all asset classes
with multi-fold opportuni-
ties,” Radha Dhir, chairper-
son, CII Realty & Infras-
tructure Conclave, and
CEO & Country Head, In-
dia, JLL, said in the report.

“Commercial real estate
has shown resiliency in
2021 and is likely to gain
momentum in 2022. The
office segment will remain
the centre of the work eco-
system,” she said.

Realty sector
sees demand
revival: CII-JLL 
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

A majority of organisations
are uncertain if they can re-
cover from a ransomware
attack and the situation is
likely more dire than earlier,
given that enterprises glo-
bally are managing more
than 10 times the amount of
data they did five years ago,
a Dell Technologies survey
showed.

Dell Technologies 2021
Global Data Protection In-
dex (GDPI) findings revealed
that organisations were fac-
ing several data protection
challenges driven by the
constant threat of ransom-
ware and the consumption
of emerging technologies
such as cloud and artificial
intelligence.

“As we move further in
the data era, the amount of

data being generated will
continue to increase due to
various factors such as con-
tinuation of remote working
culture, higher adoption of
emerging technologies etc,”
said Ripu Bajwa, director
and GM, Data Protection So-
lutions, Dell Technologies
India. About 68% of IT deci-
sion makers in India were
concerned their existing da-
ta protection solutions
won’t meet all future busi-
ness challenges. 

Data grew 10-fold in 5 years, poll finds
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Firms unsure of recovery
from ransomware: Dell

The Centre’s steps to regu-
late coal supplies to non-
power sectors may have
helped tide over the imme-
diate threat of a major pow-
er crisis, but coal scarcity re-
mains a looming risk for
corporate India and domes-
tic consumers, rating agen-
cy Crisil said in a report.

“The threat still looms
when power demand picks
up from here… Coal stocks
are unlikely to improve to
the previous level of 15-18
days’ inventory anytime
soon. Also, availability of
rakes and a pickup in power
demand in March-May will
be the key monitorables
from here,” it noted, empha-
sising that a build-up in coal
inventories by February
2022 is critical to avert out-
ages in the coming summer. 

Crisil noted that power
demand had surged almost
20% in industrial States
such as Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu and Gujarat in the first
half of FY22, even as depen-
dence on coal-based power
has grown. Coal stocks are
at most critical levels in Bi-
har, followed by Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Rajasthan,
the rating agency said. 

“Coal-based power gener-
ation rose 19.1%, while [that]
from other conventional
sources saw a 15.5% on-year
decline,” it pointed out.

Coal scarcity still a
looming risk, says Crisil
‘Stock build-up is a must for summer’
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

Amazon is set to increase
the price of the annual
membership of its Prime
programme in India by
50% to ₹1499.

Monthly and a quarterly
fee of Prime membership,
which offers users access
to Amazon Prime Video
and one-day delivery on
millions of items on the e-
commerce platform, is also
being increased.

“The price of Prime
memberships in IN [India]
is being revised from ₹999
to ₹1,499 [annual plan],
₹329 to ₹459 [3-month
plan], and ₹129 to ₹179
[monthly plan],” an Ama-
zon spokesperson said.

The company spokes-
person added that compa-
ny will announce the exact
date of the price change at
a later time.

Amazon Prime
membership to
get 50% costlier 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI



CM
YK

M ND-NDE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU DELHI

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021 13
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

SPORT

a fiery 71 against Ireland on
Wednesday. 

Making a lethal combina-
tion with him is off-spinner

A Super 12 spot secured, Sri
Lanka’s struggling top-order
batters will look to utilise
their final Group A league
game to get back into form in
the match against the Neth-
erlands here on Friday.

Sri Lanka beat Namibia
and Ireland to make it to the
tournament proper, but the
lack of form of Kusal Perera
and Dinesh Chandimal is still
a worry.

Playing without the pres-
sure of having to qualify
should help the batters even
as the bowlers have shaped
up well. The pacers — Chami-
ka Karunaratne and Dush-
mantha Chameera — have
shown control and leg-spin-
ner Wanindu Hasaranga has

also been in his element.
Hasaranga has not only

contributed with the ball but
with the bat as well, scoring

Maheesh Theekshana. The
Netherlands, on the other
hand, has still not looked
good enough for top flight
competition.

The bowlers’ inexpe-
rience was evident when
they let Namibia’s David
Wiese snatch the match from
them on Wednesday. 

Batting has also been a big
let down with only opener
Max O’Dowd making an
impression.

Ryan ten Doeschate’s
form has hurt them the
most.

The Dutch would have so-
mething to cheer about be-
fore they leave the UAE if
they at least put up a good
fight.

Match starts at 7.30 p.m.
IST.

The Dutch have a long way to go before making the big league

Press Trust of India

Sharjah

Key player: Wanindu Hasaranga has established himself 
as an allrounder of value for Sri Lanka. * AFP

Sri Lanka looks to get its act together

Their future in the tourna-
ment at stake, Namibia and
Ireland will look to put their
best foot forward when they
clash in a Group A game here
on Friday.

With Sri Lanka already
through to the Super 12s
stage and the Netherlands
out of the equation, the win-
ner of Friday’s clash will be-
come the second side to
advance.

Ireland will hope for a bet-
ter display with the bat. The
Irish made short work of the
Dutch in their campaign-
opener, but failed to cope
against the formidable Sri
Lankan attack. 

Pacers Curtis Campher
(four wickets), Joshua Little

(five) and Mark Adair (five)
have done well and Ireland
will be counting on them
again.

Namibia will be high on
confidence having complet-
ed its highest successful T20I
chase for a maiden World

Cup win on Wednesday
against the Netherlands.

Having been bowled out
for 96 in their opener, the
Namibian batters did well to
overhaul the target of 165
with one over to spare
against the Netherlands.

Chief contributor
The chief contributor with
the bat was David Wiese,
who displayed his sensation-
al power-hitting skills.

With openers Stephan
Baard and Zane Green failing
in the two games so far,
Wiese alongside skipper Ger-
hard Erasmus and Craig Wil-
liams will need to shoulder
the responsibility of scoring
runs.

Match starts at 3.30 p.m.
IST.

Ireland and Nambia in battle for survival
The winner of Friday’s contest will qualify for the next stage

Press Trust of India

Sharjah

Mark Adair. * AFP David Wiese. * AFP

The BCCI is set for a windfall
of gigantic proportions as the
IPL broadcast rights (TV and
digital) could fetch up to $5
billion for the next five-year
cycle (2023-2027) while some
high-profile interest is being
seen in the bidding process
for the two new teams.

The current five-year
rights for IPL (2018-22) are
with Star India, but the val-
uation — ₹16,347.50 crore
($2.55 billion) — could more
than double and reach $5 bil-
lion, it is learnt.

Interest from the US
A leading US-based company
had shown interest in bid-
ding for IPL media rights, ac-
cording to a BCCI source. Al-
so, with 10 teams playing
from 2022, the number of
matches will go up to 74 and
the valuation too. 

The BCCI normally cate-

gorises broadcast deals into
TV, digital (streaming), radio
and social media, but it al-
lowed separate as well as
composite bids last time.

The BCCI is set to release
the Tender invitation in Du-
bai on Oct. 25, the day the
two new IPL teams will also
be announced. The board is
expecting robust bidding
from both Star India and So-

ny, which would like to get
the IPL property back in its
bouquet.

The source also confirmed
that the Glazer family, which
owns Manchester United,
has picked up a bid docu-
ment for a new franchise.

Whether it’s interested in
a new franchise or in buying
stakes in an existing team is
not known, the source re-
vealed. The BCCI is expect-
ing ₹7,000-10,000 crore
from the team bidding.

Some of the major players
who could be bidding for
new teams are the Adani
Group, Kotak, pharma ma-
jors Aurobindo and Torrent
group, and the RP-Sanjiv
Goenka group.

The BCCI is allowing con-
sortiums and companies
with annual turnover of over
₹3,000 crore to bid for
teams. The base price for
new IPL teams is pegged at
₹2000 crore.

BCCI eyes a multi-billion-dollar
bonanza from IPL broadcast rights
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The coveted IPL Trophy.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s late win-
ning goal capped a classic
Manchester United come-
back win in the Champions
League.

In a less chaotic manner,
Bayern Munich and Juventus
also recorded typical trade-
mark wins to top their
groups with three straight
victories and no goals
conceded.

Trailing 2-0 at half-time at
home against Atalanta, with
Paul Pogba left on the bench,
United’s wild season under
manager Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer appeared ready to derail
with last place in the group
beckoning.

Ronaldo put the club back
on top, 3-2, in the 81st minute
after goals from Marcus
Rashford and Harry Maguire
to deliver a second straight

come-from-behind win at
Old Trafford in the
competition.

Bayern routed Benfica 4-0
with late goals including one
from Robert Lewandowski
after standout saves by Ma-

nuel Neuer in the Lisbon sta-
dium where it won the 2020
title 14 months ago.

It was an efficient 1-0 win
for Juventus at Zenit St. Pe-
tersburg thanks to an 86th-
minute goal by Dejan

Kulusevski.
Defending champion

Chelsea also cruised to a 4-0
win, against Malmo, but lost
strikers Romelu Lukaku and
Timo Werner to injuries.

Villarreal, which was bea-

ten by Ronaldo’s stoppage-
time winning goal three
weeks ago, won 4-1 against
Young Boys to lift the Europa
League champion from last
to second in the group.

A 0-0 draw between Lille
and Sevilla dragged down
the average goals to three per
game with 24 in total one day
after a 35-goal rush in the
eight games Tuesday.
The results: Group E: Benfica 0
lost to Bayern Munich 4 (Sane
70, 85, Everton 80-og, Lewan-
dowski 82).

Group F: Manchester United 3
(Rashford 53, Maguire 75, Ro-
naldo 81) bt Atalanta 2 (Pasalic
15, Demiral 29); Young Boys 1
(Elia 77) lost to Villarreal 4 (Pi-
no 6, G. Moreno 16, A. Moreno
89, Chukwueze 90+2).

Group G: Lille 0 drew with Se-
villa 0.

Group H: Chelsea 4 (Christen-
sen 9, Jorginho 21-pen, 57-pen,
Havertz 48) bt Malmo 0; Zenit
St. Petersburg 0 lost to Juven-
tus 1 (Kulusevski 86).

His 81st-minute strike helps Solskjaer’s team pip Atalanta; Bayern, Juventus and Chelsea cruise home

Associated Press

Geneva

Ronaldo caps classic Manchester United comeback

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Big moment: Cristiano Ronaldo, right, peels away in delight, and relief, after scoring United’s
third goal in the come-from-behind win over Atalanta. * AFP

P.V. Sindhu reached the
quarterfinals of the Den-
mark Open Super 1000 tour-
nament, after overcoming
Busanan Ongbamrungphan
of Thailand 21-16, 12-21, 21-15
in 67 minutes, here on
Thursday.

In men’s singles, K. Sri-
kanth bowed out after losing
his round of 16 match to Ja-
pan’s Kento Momota 21-23,
9-21.

It was curtains for the
mixed doubles pair of Dhruv
Kapila and N. Sikki Reddy as
it went down fighting against
Tang Chun Man and Tse
Ying Suet of Chinese Taipei
17-21, 21-19, 11-21.
The results: 
Men: Kento Momota (Jpn) bt K.

Srikanth 23-21, 21-9. 
Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Busanan
Ongbamrungphan (Tha) 21-16,
12-21, 21-15. 

Mixed doubles: Tang Chun Man
& Tse Ying Suet (Tpe) bt Dhruv
Kapila & N. Sikki Reddy 21-17,
19-21, 21-11.

Sindhu enters the quarterfinals

Press Trust of India

Odense (Denmark

BADMINTON

Digging deep: P.V. Sindhu needed three games to get past
Busanan Ongbamrungphan. * FILE PHOTO

Showing glimpses of his
class, Sharath Kamal
stopped a resurgent Soumya-
jit Ghosh to win the UTT Na-
tional-ranking table tennis
title on Thursday.

In the presence of Harya-
na Governor Bandaru Datta-
treya, Sharath changed gears
at will during his 6-11, 11-5,
11-2, 11-7, 6-11, 9-11, 11-6 victory
over a fellow former National
champion.

In the women’s title-
match, featuring two first-
time finalists, Prapti Sen
fought back thrice from defi-
cit to overcome her good
friend Swastika Ghosh 4-11,
11-8, 9-11, 11-6, 8-11, 11-9, 15-13

at Punchkula’s Devi Lal
Stadium.

Though the men’s title-
clash went the distance, Sha-
rath never looked in serious
danger of losing even after
Soumyajit battled back from
1-3 to draw level.

After Soumyajit won the
sixth set after being 0-5
down, it was Sharath who
moved from 0-2 to 8-2 in the
decider to ensure there was
no more drama.

“I was surprised by the
sharpness of some of
Ghosh’s shots,” acknow-
ledged Sharath as he looked
back at the final. 

Good workout
“This was good practice for
me ahead of the events in Tu-
nisia and Slovenia. I must ad-

mit that I have not been in
great mind-space after what
transpired following the To-
kyo Games. But I surprised

myself with the way I dealt
with the challenges here.”

Sharath’s first ranking title
since the 2016 South Zone

event at Visakhapatnam
fetched him ₹84,000.

Soumyajit, who said he
was playing at almost 90% of
his form of early 2018,
gained ₹42,000. 

Prapti was richer by
₹72,000 and Swastika col-
lected ₹36,000.
The results:
Men: Final: Sharath Kamal bt
Soumyajit Ghosh 6-11, 11-5,
11-2, 11-7, 6-11, 9-11, 11-6. 
Semifinals: Sharath bt Harmeet
Desai 11-8, 8-11, 4-11; 7-11, 11-4,
11-9, 12-10; Soumyajit bt Manav
Thakkar 14-16, 11-5, 11-6, 13-11,
6-11, 9-11, 14-12.
Women: Final: Prapti Sen bt
Swastika Ghosh 4-11, 11-8, 9-11,
11-6, 8-11, 11-9, 15-13. 
Semifinals: Prapti bt Takeme
Sarkar 15-13, 6-11, 11-9, 11-9, 12-
10; Swastika bt Anusha Kutum-
bale 11-9, 12-10, 11-7, 11-6.

Beats Soumyajit in the final; Prapti fights back to overcome Swastika in women’s title clash

Rakesh Rao

CHANDIGARH

Sharath underlines his class, emerges champion

TABLE TENNIS

Prapti Sen. * TTFI Sharath Kamal. * TTFI

Scotland reached the T20
World Cup second round for
the first time with a thumping
eight-wicket win over Oman
on Thursday.

The Scots comfortably
chased down their target of
123 with 18 balls to spare to re-
gister their third win in three
matches in qualifying.

Captain Kyle Coetzer top-
scored for Scotland with 41
off 28 balls with three sixes
and two fours despite taking
a nasty blow on his hand.

Richie Berrington finished
the game with a huge six and
remained unbeaten on 31.
Matthew Cross (26) was Ber-
rington’s partner as the Scots
crossed the finish line.

Scotland will go into Group
2 of the Super 12s alongside
Afghanistan, India, New Zea-
land, Pakistan and the run-
ner-up from qualifying Group
A - likely to be either Ireland
or Namibia.

“This is an opportunity for

Scotland to test themselves
against the best,” said Coetz-
er. “There's a real together-
ness among our squad,
through thick and thin. 

“The group we were in was
a mighty tough group so the
next one will be tougher. We
will go into every game full of
hope and belief that we can
win more games,” he added.

“What a day for Scottish
cricket, the boys are buzz-

ing,” said seamer Josh Davey,
who took three for 25 and
was named
Man-of-the-Match.

The scores: Oman 122 in 20 ov-
ers (Aqib Ilyas 37, Zeeshan Maq-
sood 34, Josh Dave 3/25, Mi-
chael Leask 2/13,Safyaan Sharif
2/25) lost to Scotland 123/2 in
17 overs (Kyle Coetzer 41, Richie
Berrington 31 n.o.). 

Scotland won by eight wickets
with three overs to spare.

Scotland creates history, makes it to Super 12s
Coetzer’s men ease past Oman to top group with all-win record, book a second-round berth for the first time

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

MUSCAT

Great Scot! Kyle Coetzer’s side dominated the first round to join India and Pakistan, among
others, in Group 2 of the Super 12s. * TWITTER/CRICKETSCOTLAND

T2O WORLD CUP Shakib Al Hasan smashed 46
and took four for nine as
Bangladesh crushed Papua
New Guinea (PNG) by 84
runs to qualify for the Super
12 stage on Thursday.

Chasing 182 for victory,
PNG was bowled out for 97
in 19.3 overs to hand Bangla-
desh its second straight win
in round one. PNG exited
with three losses.

Bangladesh bounced
back from an opening loss
to register two convincing
wins and the last one would
have been bigger had it not
been for Kiplin Doriga’s un-
beaten 46.

PNG was never in the
chase after losing the open-
ers, including skipper Assad
Vala, for six, and Shakib’s in-
troduction made matters
worse for the debutants.

Equalling Afridi
The left-arm spinner struck
twice in his first over and
then took two more to equal
Pakistan’s Shahid Afridi as
the leading wicket-taker

with 39 scalps in T20’s
showpiece event.

Earlier, skipper Mahmu-
dullah (50) and Shakib took
Bangladesh to 181 for seven
after it chose to bat.
The scores: 

Bangladesh 181/7 in 20 ov-
ers (Shakib Al Hasan 46, Mah-
mudullah 50, Kabua Morea 2/
26, Damien Ravu 2/40, Vala 2/
26) bt Papua New Guinea 97 in
19.3 overs (Kiplin Doriga 46
n.o., Mohd. Saifuddin 2/21,
Taskin Ahmed 2/12, Shakib
4/9). Bangladesh won by 84
runs.

Agence France-Presse

MUSCAT

Shakib. * AFP

Shakib dazzles as
Bangladesh advances
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Badminton: Star Sports 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
Men’s T20 World Cup: (first
round): Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD
& HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.
Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 12 a.m. (Saturday)
Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.
(Saturday)

TV PICKS

With sporting events resum-
ing, JK Tyre is hosting its
24th edition of the FMSCI
National Racing Champion-
ship at the Kari Motor Speed-
way here this weekend.

Interestingly, the event
will mark the entry of the
Royal Enfield Continental
GT Cup. Built on Royal En-
field’s most capable racing
motorcycle, the Continental
GT 650 will further add
weight and thrill to the
whole show.

The Continental GT Cup is
India’s first retro racing for-
mat aimed at building acces-
sible entry into track racing
for new entrants as well as
experienced racers. 

The first ever season has
seen an overwhelming res-
ponse from enthusiasts
across the country. From a
list of 300 aspirants, 100 rac-
ers were shortlisted and in-
vited to showcase their ta-

lent for the selections held
here earlier this week. And,
a final grid of 18 riders were
identified for the weekend
event.

Close competition
The qualifying rounds indi-
cated a close competition.
Topping the time charts in
the category was Anfal Akd-
har (Thrissur). He clocked

1:23.126 and proved to the
rest what he is capable of
along with other well-known
riders like Anish Damodara
Shetty. However, it was Lani
Zena Fernandez (Puducher-
ry) who took the track by
storm.

Raivat Dhar of Jammu,
made it to the final grid.The
qualifying selection round
was conducted under pro-

fessional guidance and safe-
ty controls. 

The entire grid was within
2.75s of each other on the
timing sheet, which shows
the level of competence,
skill and quality of talent
that has made the grid.

With a well-known brand
like Royal Enfield to be part
of the JK Tyre event, which
spreads over four rounds

comprising eight races, the
season will be watched with
utmost interest. 

The four-wheeler catego-
ry will witness the FLGB4
cars. These cars designed at
home have withstood the
test of time and given drivers
ample chance to showcase
their skills. This time
around, it’s a full grid with
26 cars in fray.

Continental GT 650 to make its debut
JK Tyre National racing championship to be held at the Kari Motor Speedway this weekend

MOTORSPORTS

Ready to roar: The rider representation for the Royal Enfield Continental GT Cup, which will be run for the first time at the 24th
JK Tyre National racing championship. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Rayan Rozario

Coimbatore

Hima Das recovers
from COVID-19
NEW DELHI

Star Indian sprinter Hima Das
on Thursday announced she
had tested negative for
COVID-19, a week after
contracting the virus at the
National camp at Patiala. “...
Can’t wait to get back on
track. Hope everyone is safe
and healthy. #TestedNegative
ButStayingPositive
#BackOnTrack,” she wrote on
Twitter. PTI

IN BRIEF

Rohan Bopanna and Aisam-
Ul-Haq Qureshi of Pakistan
lost 7-6(4), 5-7, [10-8] to Ilya
Ivashka and Pedro Martinez
in the doubles quarterfinals
of the $779,515 ATP tennis
tournament here on
Thursday.
The results: $779,515 ATP,
Moscow, Russia: Quarterfi-
nals: Ilya Ivashka (Blr) & Pedro
Martinez (Esp) bt Aisam-Ul-
Haq Qureshi (Pak) & Rohan Bo-
panna 7-6(4), 5-7, [10-8].
€44,820 Challenger, Losinj,
Croatia: Quarterfinals: Victor
Vlad Cornea (Rou) & Ergi Kirkin
(Tur) bt Geoffrey Blancaneaux
(Fra) & Arjun Kadhe 6-3, 1-6,
[10-4]; Jamie Cerretani (USA)
& Fabian Fallert (Ger) bt Ani-
rudh Chandrasekar & Vijay
Sundar Prashanth 7-5, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF men, Doha, Qatar:
First round: Radu Florin Maco-
vei (Rou) bt Tushar Madan 6-1,
7-6(4); Digvijay Pratap Singh
bt Abdulhamid Mubarak (Kuw)
6-1, 6-1; Aleksandre Bakshi
(Geo) bt Anurag Agarwal 6-0,
6-2.

$15,000 ITF, Monastir, Tunisia:
Men: First round: Louis Tessa
(Fra) bt Sidharth Rawat 6-3,
6-3. 
Women: Second round: Jen-
niver Luikham bt Astrid Cirotte
(Fra) 6-4, 3-6, 6-4.
$25,000 ITF women, Seville,
Spain: Quarterfinals: Diane
Parry (Fra) & You Xiaodi (Chn)
bt Sapfo Sakellaridi (Gre) &
Sathwika Sama 6-2, 6-4.
$25,000 ITF women, Ham-
burg, Germany: Second round:
Mallaurie Noel (Fra) bt Zeel
Desai 6-3, 6-4. Doubles: Quar-
terfinals: Olivia Gadecki (Aus)
& Sada Nahimana (Bdi) bt Isa-
belle Haverlag (Ned) & Karman
Kaur Thandi 6-4, 6-4; First
round: Himari Sato (Jpn) & Yue
Yuan (Chn) w/o Ioana Loredana
Rosca (Rou) & Prarthana
Thombare; Isabelle Haverlag &
Karman Kaur bt Anna Popescu
(GBr) & Chiara Scholl (USA)
1-6, 6-4, [11-9].
$15,000 ITF women, Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt: Second round:
Ho Ching Wu (Hkg) bt Shreya
Tatavarthy 6-2, 6-1; First
round: Sandra Samir (Egy) bt
Ashmitha Easwaramurthi 6-1,
6-2; Shreya Tatavarhty bt
Anastasiya Apalikhina (Rus)
6-1, 7-6(3).

Bopanna & Qureshi
lose in quarterfinals

INDIANS ABROAD

Sports Bureau

Moscow

Maharashtra’s Apeksha Fer-
nandes won two golds, one
of them with a new National
record, on the third day of
the sub-junior and junior Na-
tional aquatic champion-
ships at the Basavanagudi
Aquatic Centre on Thursday.

Apeksha added to her
gold in 200m IM on day one.
She set a new record in girls’
Group I 50m breaststroke,
winning in 34.44s to better
her own mark recorded in
the heats. 

Apeksha took the 200m
butterfly gold in 2:21.63s for
her second yellow metal of
the day.

Ridhima, Dhinidhi shine
Karnataka’s Ridhima Veeren-
dra Kumar set another re-
cord, this time in 50m back-
stroke for Group II girls,
clocking 29.94s to erase Maa-
na Patel’s mark of 30.37s
from 2014.

Fellow swimmer Dhinidhi
Desinghu continued her
good run, clocking 2:33.36 to
win the 200m IM for Group
III girls and rewriting Vania
Kapoor’s record of 2:37.99
set in 2013. 

Elsewhere, Yadesh Babu
(Group I, boys) broke the Na-

tional record in 50m breast-
stroke in the heats by com-
ing home in 29.99s, but
could only manage fourth
place in the final.

Gujarat’s Aryan Panchal
produced the other record-
breaking performance of the
day, in 200m butterfly for
Group I boys. He won in
2:03.52s, bettering Supriya
Mondal’s record of 2:03.63s
from 2014.

The results: 

Boys: Group I: 1500m frees-
tyle: Aneesh S. Gowda (Kar),
16:07.97; 50m backstroke: Ut-
karsh Santosh Patil (Kar), 27.87;
50m breaststroke: Meet Mak-
hija (Mah), 30.04; 200m but-
terfly: Aryan Panchal (Guj),

2:03.52 (NMR; OR: 2:03.63, Su-
priya Mondal (Ben), 2014). 
Group II: 400m freestyle: Pa-
van Dhananjaya (Kar), 4:25.93;
50m breaststroke: Krish Jain
(Har), 29.12; 200m breast-
stroke: Krish Sukumar (Kar),
2:32.54; Group III: 50m frees-
tyle: Akshaj Thakuria (Kar),
29.08; 200m IM: M.S. Nitheesh
(TN), 2:33.20; Group IV: 50m
breaststroke: Tirthankar Mon-
dal (Ben), 40.52; 100m but-
terfly: Sharan Sridhara (Kar),
1:14.47; Group V: 50m breast-
stroke: Jas Singh (Kar), 42.18;
100m butterfly: P. Monish Nai-
du (TN), 1:19.59.
Girls: Group I: 50m backstroke:
Nina Venkatesh (Kar), 30.89;
50m breaststroke: Apeksha
Fernandes (Mah), 34.44 (NMR;
OR: 34.57, Apeksha, 2021);

200m butterfly: Apeksha,
2:21.63; Group II: 400m frees-
tyle: Hashika Ramachandra
(Kar), 4:41.65; 50m back-
stroke: Ridhima Veerendra Ku-
mar (Kar), 29.94 (NMR; OR:
30.37, Maana Patel (Guj),
2014); 200m breaststroke:
A.K. Lineysha (Kar), 2:44.27. 

Group III: 50m freestyle: Tan-
ishi Gupta (Kar), 28.93; 200m
IM: Dhinidhi Desinghu (Kar),
2:33.36 (NMR; OR: 2:37.99, Va-
nia Kapoor (Kar), 2013); Group
IV: 50m breaststroke: Zeal Ma-
lani (Mah), 42.61; 100m but-
terfly: Anwesha Khanikar
(Asm), 1:18.53.

Group V: 50m breaststroke:
Adriza Chetia (Asm) 41.41;
100m butterfly: Janani Venka-
deswaraperumal (Kar), 1:27.89.

Apeksha on the double, clinches two golds 
Rewrites 50m breaststroke record registered in the heats, wins 200m butterfly 

Making a splash: Apeksha Fernandes took her gold tally to three on Thursday. * FILE PHOTO

AQUATICS
Sports Reporter

BENGALURU
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World Championships me-
dallist Jamuna Boro and
Asian medallist Nikhat Za-
reen returned to action in
style by recording compre-
hensive wins in their respec-
tive first round matches in
the National women’s box-
ing championships at the St.
Joseph’s International
School here on Thursday.

Jamuna defeated Jyothi
Valla of Andhra Pradesh in a

54kg bout when the referee
stopped the contest in the
first round.

Nikhat also secured an
identical verdict in her fa-
vour in a 52kg bout against
Siya Walke of Goa.

In an edge-of-the-seat
thriller, Madhya Pradesh’s
Anjali Sharma beat Tamil
Nadu’s V. Vinodhini 3-2 in a
52kg contest.
Important results:

50kg: Nikita Kumari (Bih) bt Ni-
kitha Baby (Ker) 4-1, Komal
(Pun) bt Sonia Gauni (Utk) 5-0,
Hemlata (Del) bt Mantasaha

Kumari (Asm) 4-0.

52kg: Himani Pant (Utk) bt
Poonam (Raj) 4-0, Manju Basu-
matary (Asm) bt Tanuja Kumari
(HP) RSC-R3, Nikhat Zareen
(Tel) bt Siya Walke (Goa) RSC-
R1, Anjali Sharma (MP) bt V.Vi-
nodhini (TN) 3-2.

54kg: Gayatri Kasnyal (Utk) bt
Poonaima Rajput (MP) 4-1, Ja-
muna Boro (Asm) bt Jyothi Val-
la (AP) RSC-R1, Renu (Har) bt
Arshi Khanam (Raj) 3-2, Siksha
(RSPB) bt Sinsha R.K. (Ker)
RSC-R2.

57kg: Radha Patidar (MP) bt
Khushbun Hussain (Mah) 5-0.

Jamuna, Nikhat advance in style
Anjali bests Vinodhini in tight contest

BOXING
Sports Bureau

HISAR

Shillong will host the Na-
tional table tennis cham-
pionship from January 21
to 29, 2022. The Table Ten-
nis Federation of India
(TTFI) also finalised the
schedule of rest of the Na-
tionals and ranking events
for the season on
Thursday.
The schedule: Dec. 7-13: Na-
tional-ranking championship
at Dehradun; Dec. 20-27: Na-
tional-ranking championship
(South Zone) at Puducherry.

Jan. 3-9, 2022: National-
ranking championship (Cen-
tral Zone) at Indore; Jan. 11-
17: National youth (under-13
and under-15) at Indore; Jan.
21-28: National championship
at Shillong; Feb. 6-13: Nation-
al youth (under-17 and un-
der-19) at Thiruvananthapu-
ram.

Shillong to
host TT
Nationals
Special Correspondent

CHANDIGARH

Tamil Nadu’s Anupama Ra-
machandran and Madhya
Pradesh’s Amee Kamani
clinched the first and second
positions in the women’s (1st
leg) round-robin league of
the GSC World Snooker
Qualifiers.

Both Anupama and Amee
finished with five wins each,
but the former, with a slen-
der frame difference (frames
won 17, frames lost 7) of 10 as
compared to Amee’s frames
difference (FW 15, FL 6) of 9,

grabbed the pole position, a
media release issued here on
Thursday stated.

In the final round of
matches, India No. 4 Anupa-
ma Ramachandran defeated
Delhi’s Keerath Bhandaal 3-1
(57-23, 73-30, 45-63 and 59-
10), while India No. 2 Amee-
with a fine effort of 64 points
in the second frame, scored
a confidence-boosting 3-0
win against national cham-
pion Vidya Pillai.

Vidya and Varsha Sanjeev
of Tamil Nadu, with 4 wins
to their credit, were placed
third and fourth
respectively.

In the men’s competition,
ace cueist Pankaj Advani
(PSPB) stamped his authori-
ty with a classy 4-1 win
against national champion
Aditya Mehta (PSPB) in the
final round-robin match.

Advani constructed an 84
points break in the third
frame and cantered to a 72-
58 (66-23, 55-45, 94(84)-26,
30-68) victory to finish un-
beaten in the 7-player
league.

Aditya and India No. 3
Laxman Rawat (PSPB), hav-
ing suffered two defeats
each, claimed the second
and third positions.

Anupama wins, Amee second
SNOOKER

Press Trust of India

Mumbai

The Indian women’s foot-
ball team conceded an own
goal after twice frittering
away its lead to suffer a 3-2
defeat to Swedish top-tier
side Hammarby IF in a
friendly on Wednesday. 
The result: Hammarby IF 3
(Nina Jakobsson 36, Amanda
Sundstrom 52, Ranjana Chanu
78-og) bt India 2 (Indumathi
30, Manisa Panna 40).

Indian women
lose to
Swedish club
Press Trust of India

Stockholm
In the first formal disqualifica-
tion of a Tokyo Olympics athlete
for doping, Russian Igor Polyan-
skiy has been banned for three
years, World Triathlon said on
Thursday.

Polyanskiy admitted doping
with EPO, an endurance boosting
hormone, ahead of the Olympics
and is banned until during the
2024 Paris Games.

World Triathlon added Po-
lyanskiy did not dispute his posi-
tive test in a sample taken at a
training camp in Vladivostock,
Russia, five days before he began

competing in Tokyo.
The positive test was notified

after he placed 43rd in the men’s
race and helped the Russian
Olympic Committee quartet fin-
ish 14th in the mixed relay. He
was 31st in the men’s event at the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.

He and the Russia team were
disqualified and their Tokyo re-
sults annulled, World Triathlon
said.

Because the 31-year-old Po-
lyanskiy admitted the charge, he
got a one-year reduction from
the potential four-year sanction
by a World Triathlon tribunal.

He is cleared to compete again
on Aug. 10, 2024, one day before
the Paris closing ceremony.

Polyanskiy banned for three years

Igor Polyanskiy admitted doping
with EPO. * REUTERS

ATHLETICS
Associated Press

LAUSANNE (Switzerland)

Evan Fournier scored a career-
high 32 points and hit the go-
ahead 3-pointer with 56.1 se-
conds left in the second overtime
on Wednesday night for host
New York Knicks, who squan-
dered an 11-point lead late in the
fourth quarter before edging the
Boston Celtics 138-134 in an en-
tertaining season opener for
both teams.

Julius Randle scored 35 points
and added nine assists and eight
rebounds for the Knicks, which
made the playoffs last year for
the first time since 2012-13.
The results: 

Charlotte 123 bt Indiana 122; Chi-
cago 94 bt Detroit 88; New York 138

bt Boston 134 (OT); Washington 98
bt Toronto 83; Memphis 132 bt Cle-
veland 121; Minnesota 124 bt Hous-
ton 106; Philadelphia 117 bt New Or-

leans 97; San Antonio 123 bt
Orlando 97; Utah 107 bt Oklahoma
City 86; Denver 110 bt Phoenix 98;
Sacramento 124 bt Portland 121.

Fournier does the star turn for Knicks
NBA

Game-changer: Evan Fournier, centre, celebrates after making a
decisive three-pointer that helped New York put it past Boston. * AP

Reuters

NEW YORK

Sandeepti to meet 
Renne in final
JHAJJAR

Sandeepti Singh Rao beat
second seed Reshma Maruri
6-3, 6-3 to set up a title clash
against top seed Renne
Singla, who beat Suryanshi
Tanwar 6-3, 6-2, in the
₹100,000 AITA women’s
tennis tournament at the
Joygaon Academy on
Thursday.

Cmde P.K. Garg
appointed TOPS CEO
NEW DELHI

The Sports Authority of India
(SAI) on Thursday appointed
Commodore P.K. Garg as the
new Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of its Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS). Garg
will assume office on October
25, replacing Commander
Rajesh Rajagopalan, who held
the post from 2018 till the
Tokyo Olympics. PTI

Harmeet Singh beat top
seed Dilip Mohanty 6-2, 6-3
in the over-35 semifinals of
the ITF seniors tennis tour-
nament at the Roots Acade-
my in Zirakpur, on Thurs-
day. In the final, Harmeet
will play fourth seed Raj
Kumar.
The results (semifinals): 

Men: Over-35: Harmeet Singh
bt Dilip Mohanty 6-2, 6-3; Raj
Kumar bt Varun Makkar 6-4,
6-0; Over-45: Yogesh Kohli
bt S Venkataraman 6-3, 6-2;
Monty Roy bt Shiyam Jagat
6-1, 6-3; Over-55: Nirmal Ku-
mar Ranjan bt Sanjai Kumar
6-3, 3-1 (retired):Ajeet Bhard-
waj bt Kuldeep Singh 6-2,
6-0; Over-65: Narender Jam-
weja bt Mridulal Barkakoti
6-4, 6-1; Murthati Suresh bt
Vinayak Gujrathi 6-3, 6-4.

Harmeet
Singh in final
Special Correspondent

Chandigarh

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE



CM
YK

M ND-NDE

SPORT
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

DELHI THE HINDU 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 202116
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Though the series was lost,
opener Smriti Mandhana
feels the Indian women’s
cricket team gained quite a
lot from its recent tour of
Australia, the biggest positive
being the lion-hearted per-
formances of the bowlers in
the multi-format rubber.

India lost the series 5-11 af-
ter going down in the white-
ball leg and drawing the lone
Test.

Lot of positives
“We had a lot of positives.
Everyone did well, especially
the bowling. It was one de-
partment where we were
way better than the Aussies,
which is a huge thing for the
team,” Smriti said during a
Clubhouse session on 10
years of Red Bull Campus
Cricket during which its first-
ever women’s edition was
announced.

“To come to Australia and
outplay their bowlers and
outplay their pacers was so

amazing to watch. The way
Jhulan di (Goswami), Pooja
(Vastrakar) and Renuka
(Singh) and Shikha di (Pan-
dey) bowled in the T20 for-
mat... It was amazing to
watch our bowlers dominate
the Australian batters, that
was the biggest positive.”

Smriti, who had one of her
best away series where she
scored 86 in an ODI followed
by a majestic 127, her first
century in Tests, and then a
52 in the final T20I, added
that had rain not played
spoilsport, the series could
have gone India’s way.

“If results would have
gone in a different way it
would have been even more
better for India. Rain played
spoiltsport in the Test and
the first T20I in which we
were in a very good position
to win.

“Maybe things would have
been different if there was no
rain,” Smriti, who is current-
ly playing for Sydney Thun-
der in the Women’s Big Bash
League, said.

The 25-year-old added the
team is working on improv-

ing its batting depth and the
recent performances by the
lower middle order is testa-
ment to that.

“It is a conscious effort to
have batting depth, especial-
ly in T20 and ODI format be-
cause in white-ball cricket we
might lose a few wickets and
it shouldn’t always be top
heavy. We should have a lot
of contributors.

“Our lower middle order
is contributing a lot and has
done amazingly well in the
recent series. Jhulan di fin-
ished the match for us in the
third ODI. It showed we are
all working very hard on
batting.”

Multi-format series
The limited overs vice-cap-
tain backed the idea of multi-
format series.

“I’m absolutely in love
with this multi-format series.
I think it gives substance to
all the matches we play,
whether it is three ODIs, one
Test and three T20Is.

“Sometimes you lose two
matches and think the series
is lost, but in multi-format se-

ries you go in every match
thinking there are two points
to gain.”

India, which was in a good
position to win, drew its first
day-night Test against Aus-
tralia which was curtailed
due to rain.

“We just love playing red
ball cricket and now with the
pink ball. It will be cool to
have a lot more of Tests, es-
pecially multi-format series.
It will also give a lot of sub-
stance to the only Test match
because it has four points,”
Smriti said.

Indian had also played a
Test against England during
the summer. “It was a good
experience of playing one in
England and one here. 

New challenge
“Day-night was a new chal-
lenge for all of us, we really
didn’t get time to practice
with the pink ball. We got on-
ly two days before the match.
I never thought I’d get a
chance to play with the pink
ball. The experience under
lights in whites was a dream
come true.”

Amazing to watch our bowlers dominate, says Smriti Mandhana
Opener feels it was one department where India was way better than Australia

CRICKET

Lights out! Even players like Alyssa Healy struggled against
the accurate and incisive Indian attack. * GETTY IMAGES

Experience to the fore: The Australians found Jhulan too hot
to handle. * GETTY IMAGES

Press Trust of India

HOBART

The Fenesta National tennis
championship will revive
the big purse for champions
with the current edition
scheduled from Monday.

The DCM Shriram group
had stayed away from the
game during the pandemic,
keeping the safety of the
players in mind.

The All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (AITA) had conduct-
ed the 2020 edition of the
National championship in
March this year, albeit with a
truncated prize purse.

Arjun Kadhe and Shrivalli
Bhamidipaty, who had won

the men’s and women’s titles
then at the Tennis Project in
Gurugram, won about
₹60,000. The Fenesta Na-
tional champions are all set
to get ₹3,00,000 prize each
for the men’s and women’s
events, with the total prize
money amounting to about
₹21,55,000. 

Lot of action

With a series of men’s and
women’s ITF events sche-
duled to be held in Indore,
Delhi, Gurugram, Bengalu-
ru, Solapur, Pune and Navi
Mumbai with a total prize
purse of $125,000 in Novem-
ber and December, the Na-
tionals will signal the start of
a lot of tennis action in the
country.

Niki Poonacha, Ishaque
Eqbal, Nitin Kumar Sinha,
Paras Dahiya, Abhinav San-
jeev Shanmugam, Dalwin-
der Singh, Prithvi Sekhar,
S.D. Prajwal Dev, V.M. Ran-
jeet will be the leading men’s
players.

In the women’s section,
Zeel Desai, Vaidehi Chaud-
hari, Sravya Shivani, Soha
Sadiq, Sai Samhitha, Shrival-
li Bhamidipaty, Mihika Ya-
dav, Arthi Muniyan, Prerna
Bhambri will be the main
players. While the runners-
up will pocket ₹2 lakh, it will
be only ₹40,000 for the sem-
ifinalists. 

The qualifying events,
starting on Saturday, will
have a 64-player draw for
men and 48 for women.

Nationals back with big purse
TENNIS

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI
Qualifier Yuvaan Garg beat
top seed Parth Tyagi 6-4,
2-6, 6-3 to set up a title
clash against second seed
Anay Pandey in the AITA
talent series under-12 ten-
nis tournament on the clay
courts of the Dhyan Chand
National Stadium on
Thursday. In the girls final,
Shivangi Alsisaria will play
Kaavya Kala.

The results (semifinals): Un-
der-12 boys: Yuvaan Garg bt
Parth Tyagi 6-4, 2-6, 6-3;
Anay Pandey bt Aditya Nain
7-6(3), 7-5; Under-12 girls:
Shivangi Alsisaria bt Shweta
6-1, 6-1; Kaavya Kala bt Ekla-
viyaa Grover 6-4, 6-1.

Yuvan Garg
enters final
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Equestrian Federation
of India (EFI) on Thursday
said it has started the 2021-
22 season with eventing,
dressage and show jump-
ing selection trials for 19th
Asian Games, to be held in
Hangzhou, China next
year.

The first phase of the
season has started in Jaipur
and Bengaluru on Wednes-
day and will conclude next
Tuesday.

Over 75 prominent rid-
ers and 100 plus horses are
likely to participate

EFI starts
season with
Asiad trials
Press Trust of India

New DelhiRed Bull’s Max Verstappen,
like most of the F1 drivers in
the paddock, has been on a
whirlwind tour of the coun-
try ahead of this weekend’s
U.S. Grand Prix at the Circuit
of the Americas here.

Back in Texas for a ninth
time, F1 has a new cham-
pionship leader in Verstap-
pen who may be somewhat
unknown to the American
fanbase.

The 24-year-old is at last
having a breakout season —
he has a career-high seven
wins so far — and is pushing
Lewis Hamilton more than

the seven-time champion
has been challenged in quite
some time.

Verstappen has a six-
point lead over Hamilton
with six races remaining in a
tense title fight that has tilted
back and forth all season.

This season’s push by Ver-
stappen has given F1 one of
its most enthralling title rac-
es in years. And yet Verstap-
pen is a bit of a mystery in
the U.S.

However, his focus only
on what’s turned into a ca-
reer-best season. 

“I’m just a normal guy
and I grew up in a small
town,” Verstappen said.

“All these things, the dra-
ma, it’s just not for me. It’s
not my world.”

And yet this title fight with
Hamilton has been packed
with drama. The two have
crashed twice so far this sea-
son. In their dust-up at Mon-
za, the two raced wheel-to-
wheel, made contact and
Verstappen’s car sailed over
Hamilton and landed on the
Mercedes.

The edge

In Austin, he’ll be racing a
circuit where Hamilton has a
decided advantage. Hamil-
ton has won five of the eight
races held on the permanent
road course, while Verstap-
pen in five visits has scored
two podiums and only fin-
ished ahead of Hamilton
once, in 2018 when he edged
Hamilton for second.

Verstappen pushing Hamilton
FORMULA ONE
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