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Maneka, Varun out of
BJP national executive

NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha members Maneka
Gandhi and her son, Varun
Gandbhi, were dropped from
the BJP's national executive,
while Union Ministers

Smriti Irani and Jyotiraditya
Scindia were among

those inducted into the
80-member decision-making
body of the party that was
announced on Thursday.
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Bengal Speaker moves SC
against HC order on Roy
KOLKATA

West Bengal Assembly
Speaker Biman Banerjee has
approached the Supreme
Court against the Calcutta
High Court order on the
disqualification of Mukul Roy.
Mr. Roy, who was elected on
a BJP ticket in the Assembly
election in May, rejoined the
Trinamool Congress in June.

Chhattisgarh CM opens
redeveloped temple
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Thursday
inaugurated the redeveloped
ancient Mata Kaushalya
temple as part of the Ram
Van Gaman Tourism Circuit
the State government

is developing at a cost

of 137.45 crore.

It should say whether the accused have been arrested or not, says the court

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday gave the Uttar Pra-
desh Government 24 hours
to file a status report identi-
fying the accused in the First
Information Report (FIR) re-
gistered on the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence, and whether
they have been arrested or
not.

Instilling a sense of urgen-
cy in the Government, a
Bench, led by the Chief Jus-
tice of India, also ordered
the State to facilitate imme-
diate medical care for the
mother of a 19-year-old man
who was among those killed
in the incident. “While hear-
ing this case now we got a
message that the mother of
one of people who died is in
a state of shock over the loss
of her son and needs imme-
diate medical attention... We
want you to get her admitted
at the nearest hospital,” the
court addressed Uttar Pra-
desh Additional Advocate-
General Garima Prashad.

‘Extreme, unfortunate’
Ms. Prashad stated it would
be done immediately while
describing the Lakhimpur
Kheri incident as “extreme,
unfortunate”. The CJI said,
“We also feel the same way.”
The court observed that it
was known that eight people
had been killed, and they

Long march: Congress workers going from Mohali in Punjab
to Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar Pradesh on Thursday. =pi

were farmers and a journal-
ist. “We want to know who
are the accused in the FIR
and whether they have been
arrested or not,” Justice Su-
rya Kant, on the Bench, told
the Government.

The CJI said the status re-
port should contain details
of those killed.

News reports said four of
the deceased were farmers
mowed down by vehicles,
which were part of the con-
voy of Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs and
BJP MP Ajay Kumar Mishra.

Ms. Prashad said the go-
vernment had constituted a
special investigation team,
and a judicial inquiry had be-
gun. An FIR had been filed.

The CJI said, “But the grie-
vance here is your investiga-
tion is not proper.” He was

referring to a letter from ad-
vocates Shivkumar Tripathi
and C.S. Panda, based on
which the court had taken
cognisance of the incident.

Ms. Prashad said the State
would try to file a status re-
port by Thursday, even as
the court listed the case for
Friday.

Thursday’s hearing of the
case before the CJI's Bench
comes just three days after
another Bench lashed out at
farmers’ bodies, connecting
their nearly year-long prot-
ests against farm laws to the
violence in Lakhimpur Khe-
ri. That Bench, led by Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar, had said
that “nobody takes responsi-
bility” when incidents like
Lakhimpur Kheri occurred.
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Golden glow

No favouritism
in admissions,
says DU

JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]J
NEW DELHI

As students from across
the country knock on the
doors of Delhi University
for admission into its un-
dergraduate programmes,
the university, in the ab-
sence of an entrance exam,
is facing a challenge in ad-
mitting students from va-
rious school Boards solely
based on the cut-off.
Colleges such as Shri
Ram College of Commerce,
Ramjas College and Hindu
College that released a
100% cut-off have seen gen-
eral category seats fill up as
students from the Kerala
Board of Higher Secondary
Education have secured
many seats with a best-four
subjects’ score of 100%.

DETAILS » PAGE 2
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Petition filed
before judge
in Coimbatore

WILSON THOMAS
COIMBATORE

The Coimbatore city police
have approached the District
Court, Coimbatore, chal-
lenging a lower court order
sending a Flight Lieutenant,
arrested on charges of rap-
ing a woman colleague, to
the custody of the Indian Air
Force (IAF), allowing a court
martial.

The police said the investi-
gating officer of the case
from the All Women Police
Station, Coimbatore Central,
filed a petition before the
Principal District Judge on
Thursday seeking the custo-
dy of the accused, Amitesh
Harmukh, 29.

A senior police officer said
the Additional Mahila Court
on September 30 had or-

»

The accused: Flight Lieutenant Amitesh Harmukh being brought
to a court in Coimbatore on September 30. =spPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dered that the accused be
handed over to the custody
of the IAF. “The court hand-
ed over the accused to the
IAF’s custody. The case has
not been transferred to the
IAF. The police are investi-
gating the woman officer’s
complaint. Now we are chal-
lenging the lower court’s de-
cision on the custody of the
accused,” said the officer.

According to the officer,
the plea challenges the cus-
tody of the accused which
the IAF claimed under Sec-
tion 124 of the Air Force Act,
1950, which deals with the
‘choice between criminal
court and court-martial’.

“The IAF is yet to form a
court martial. Similarly, the
police are yet to file a charge
sheet in the case. The con-

Two arrested:
Minister’s son
summoned

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh police
have arrested two persons
and issued summons to
Ashish Mishra, son of Un-
ion Minister of State for
Home Affairs Ajay Mishra,
for questioning in connec-
tion with the Lakhimpur
Kheri incident, in which
eight persons, including
four farmers, were killed.

Amid demands for Mr.
Ashish’s arrest in the mur-
der case, the police issued
him summons to appear at
the Reserve Police Lines in
Lakhimpur Kheri at 10 a.m.
on Friday.

The police said they had
arrested two accused, Luv-
kush and Ashish Pandey,
on the basis of the first FIR
filed in connection with
the mowing down of farm-
ers by cars in the Minister’s
convoy. They had identi-
fied six accused, including
one named person, in the
murder case filed after the
incident. Of the six, three
died in violence at the inci-
dent spot, the police said.
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SC questions
income limit
for EWS quota

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the go-
vernment to explain how it
zeroed in on the figure of
8 lakh’ as the annual in-
come criterion to identify
Economically Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) among the for-
ward classes of society for
grant of 10% reservation in
medical admissions under
the all-India quota (AIQ).

The Supreme Court’s
query is significant as the
One Hundred and Third
Constitutional Amend-
ment of 2019, which intro-
duced the 10% EWS quota,
is itself under challenge be-
fore a larger Bench.

The amendment is un-
der question for making
economic criterion as the
sole ground for grant of re-
servation benefits.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

tention of the police is that it
is premature to give the ac-
cused to the IAF’s custody,”
the officer said. Another of-
ficer privy to the investiga-
tion said a bed sheet, which
is suspected to have the se-
men stains of the accused,
was sent to a government fo-
rensic lab for analysis.

Witness gives statement
As per the First Information
Report filed by the police,
the alleged incident took
place at the room of the wo-
man officer on the campus
of the Air Force Administra-
tive College, Coimbatore, on
September 10. It says the ac-
cused trespassed into her
room and committed the
crime. The police said a wo-
man officer, a batchmate of
the survivor, on Thursday
gave a statement before the
Additional Mahila Court. She
is one of the witnesses in the
case, the police said.

Militant outfit claims responsibility

Together in grief: Teachers mourning outside the school

in Srinagar after the firing on Thursday.

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The principal and a teacher
of a government school in
Srinagar were shot dead in-
side the school on Thursday.

The killing comes just
two days after three civi-
lians, including well-known
Kashmiri Pandit chemist
Makhan Lal Bindroo of Bin-
droo Medicate, were killed
in the Kashmir Valley.

The Resistant Force
(TRF), a militant outfit, has
claimed responsibility for
the school attack.

The police said militants
barged into the Government
Boys Higher Secondary
School, Iddgah Sangam, in
the old city and fired point-
blank at the two, who died
on the way to hospital.

The victims were identi-

= NISSAR AHMAD

fied as principal Supinder
Kour, 46, from Budgam’s
Beerwah, and Kashmiri Pan-
dit Deepak Chand, 38, who
had migrated back to the
Valley from Jammu.

A teacher told The Hindu
that they were sipping tea
when they heard gunshots
outside the principal’s room
around 11.15 a.m. “We saw
Chand falling outside the
principal’s room,” the teach-
er said.

A spree of killings by mil-
itants has left seven civilians
dead in six days in the Val-
ley, spreading panic among
the minorities and non-local
workers, at a time when Un-
ion Ministers are on a nine-
week outreach programme
in Jammu & Kashmir.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Tanzanian novelist Abdul-
razak Gurnah, 72, won the
2021 Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture “for his uncompro-
mising and compassionate
penetration of the effects
of colonialism and the fate
of the refugee”, the award-
giving body said on
Thursday.

Based in Britain, Mr.
Gurnah is the first African
writer to win the award
since the Zimbabwean Do-
ris Lessing in 2007, and on-
ly the second writer of co-
lour from sub-Saharan
Africa, after Nigeria’s Wole
Soyinka, who won in 1986.

“In his 10 novels he has
consistently, and with
great compassion, pene-
trated the effects of colo-
nialism in east Africa and
its effects on the lives of
uprooted and migrating in-
dividuals,” Anders Olsson,
head of the Swedish Acade-
my Nobel Committee, told
reporters.

His novels include Para-
dise, which is set in colo-
nial East Africa during the
First World War and was
shortlisted for the Booker
Prize for Fic-
tion, and -

Desertion.
CONTINUED
ON ) PAGE 8

Abdulrazak
Gurnah -
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[-T Dept. searches office of Pawar’s son

NCP alleges
‘excessive use
of power’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE
After businesses linked to
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader and Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar’s relatives were
searched by the Income Tax
Department on Thursday, of-
ficials visited the office of Mr.
Pawar’s son, Parth, in Mum-
bai’s Nariman Point.
According to sources, Mr.
Parth Pawar’s office was
searched as part of a marath-
on operation that went on
for more than 12 hours.

Ajit Pawar

NCP chief Sharad Pawar
said the I-T searches reeked
of “excessive use of power”.
They were perhaps a reac-
tion to comments on the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident in
Uttar Pradesh, which he had
likened to the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre, he added.

According to sources, the
raids began at 7 a.m. on

Thursday in sugar factories
and other businesses in
Pune, Satara and Kolhapur
districts, owned by Mr. Pa-
war’s relatives.

Mr. Pawar, who is also the
State Finance Minister, said,
“I only feel sad that the auth-
orities have raided compa-
nies belonging to three of my
sisters... One of them stays in
Kolhapur and the other two
in Pune. Why did they do
this, I cannot fathom?”

Saying he failed to under-
stand the reason behind the
raids, he added, “If they
were conducted just because
they are my sisters, then the
people of Maharashtra
should think about the low
level of politics.”
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No favouritism in college admissions, says DU

University asserts it ‘uniformly values academic credentials of all candidates, irrespective of their States and school boards’

IN BRIEF

FIR against Hindu Sena
for defacing road signage
NEW DELHI

An FIR was registered after
the Hindu Sena allegedly
defaced the Akbar Road
signage on Thursday, the
police said. Hindu Sena chief
Vishnu Gupta pasted stickers
stating "Hemu Vikramaditya
Marg" over the Akbar Road
signboard. In a video, he and
a few others can be seen
putting two strings of flowers
on the defaced signage.

Son of ASI shot dead
over monetary issue

NEW DELHI

A 29-year-old man was shot
dead in Najafgarh on
Wednesday. Two persons,
including a woman, have been
arrested. The victim, whose
father is a Delhi Police ASI,
had borrowed 2,000 from
the accused and they were
demanding a heavy interest in
return which he could not pay.

Delhi reports 44 fresh
COVID-19 infections

NEW DELHI

Delhi recorded 44 new
COVID-19 cases and zero
deaths on Thursday, while the
positivity rate was recorded
at 0.07%, data shared by the
city government showed. The
Capital has recorded only one
death due to the infection in
October so far.

JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]J
NEW DELHI

As students from across the
country knock on the doors
of Delhi University (DU) for
admission into its various un-
dergraduate  programmes,
the university, in the absence
of an entrance exam, is facing
a challenge in admitting stu-
dents from various school
boards solely based on cut-off
percentages.

Colleges such as Shri Ram
College of Commerce, Ram-
jas, Hindu and Hansraj,
which released a 100% cut-off
for admission to some of their
courses, have seen students
from the Kerala Board of
Higher Secondary Education
secure many of the seats with
a best-four subjects’ score of
100%.

The 100% disagreement

The high number of candi-
dates with a score of 100%
coming from the Kerala
board has prompted some
students’ groups on DU cam-
puses start a protest demand-
ing that the university bring
about a “moderation” pro-
cess to ensure that students
from all boards have an equal

opportunity to secure ad-
mission at the university.
Other students’ groups
have alleged that some col-
leges are rejecting applica-
tions without stating any
substantial reason or with-
holding applications arbi-
trarily stating “clarifica-
tions to be sought from the
university” when it comes
to students from other
boards.

“DU is bound to admit
students satisfying all the
eligibility criteria. It is a
matter of shame that appli-
cants are being discrimi-
nated against based on
their board, while the hard
work put in by the appli-
cants from varying boards
is the same,” said Akhil
K.M. of the Students’ Fed-
eration of India, Delhi Un-
iversity. He added that the
university must put in
place a  mechanism
through which it can clari-
fy its doubts regarding dif-
ferent boards, their syllabi,
and mark distribution and
calculation, rather than
putting the applicants at
stake as, in the past as well,
students from  other

Talks on with Sikh leaders over
Golden Temple replica: Mayor

‘Installation currently on hold, will be decided after dialogue’

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI
South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC) Mayor Mu-
kesh Suryan on Thursday
said that talks were going on
with “senior Sikh leaders”
regarding the installation of
areplica of the Golden Tem-
ple at the Bharat Darshan
Park in Punjabi Bagh here.
Mr. Suryan, who refrained
from naming the “senior
Sikh leaders”, asserted that

the installation of the replica
“is currently on hold” and
that a decision would be
made after the talks.

Replica controversy

A controversy had erupted
over the replica with mem-
bers of the Delhi Sikh Gurd-
wara Management Commit-
tee having dismantled the
structure as it was against
the beliefs of Sikhism. “We
do not want to hurt the senti-

ments of any community. We
will do what the majority
asks us to do; we will follow
the decision that they make,”
said Mr. Suryan.

The Bharat Darshan Park,
which is spread over 8.5
acres, will showcase 20 repli-
cas, made from scrap mate-
rials, monuments from
across the country, including
the likes of the Taj Mahal,
Mysore Palace and Victoria
Memorial Hall.
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DU is facing a challenge of admitting
students from various boards

TOTAL
APPLICANTS

BOARDS °

Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 2,29,264
Board of School Education Haryana 9,918
Council For The Indian School Certificate Examinations 9,659
U. P. Board of High School and Intermediate Education 8,007
Kerala Board of Higher Secondary Education 4,824
Board of Secondary Education, Rajasthan 4,789
Bihar School Examination Board 4,470
National Institute of Open Schooling 2,934
Board of Secondary Education, Madhya Pradesh 1,827
J&K State Board of School Education 1,806
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boards have faced similar
issues.

Siddharth Yadav from
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar-
thi Parishad (ABVP), which

SOURCE: DELHI UNIVERSITY

has been protesting at the ad-
mission office of the universi-
ty, said his organisation is de-
manding a process of
“moderation” so that there is

no regional skew in admis-
sions and all candidates are
given an equal opportunity to
study at the Central Universi-
ty. “There has been an irregu-
lar spike in marks this year as
compared to the previous
years. Due to this high cut-
off, only a few State board
students, where results have
been inflated, are able to take
admission in the most reput-
ed university of the country,
which is quite wrong. The ad-
mission process should be
done after normalisation of
marks of all the State boards
to bring them on a par with
all other students,” Mr. Yadav
said.

‘Equal opportunity’

Responding to allegations
that candidates from particu-
lar boards were securing ad-
missions, the university said
that in the first cut-off list,
60,904 candidates had ap-
plied to various colleges. Of
them, 46,054 were from the
Central Board of Secondary
Education. Delhi University
Registrar Vikas Gupta said as
on Thursday, 31,172 candi-
dates from the CBSE; 2,365
from the Kerala Board of

[IT-Kharagpur student held for
stalking Delhi schoolgirls online

He would enter online classes, join WhatsApp groups: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 19-year-old student of In-
dian Institute of Technology
Kharagpur has been arrested
from Patna for allegedly
stalking girls of a school in
north Delhi, the police said
on Thursday.

A senior police officer said
the accused, identified as
Mahavir, was a voyeur and
stalker. “He has a fetish to
stalk girls. His motive was
not to extort money but just
to threaten girls to get him-
self added to their social me-
dia groups,” the officer said.

On October 6, the Civil
Lines police station received
a complaint from a school
that their female students
were being harassed online
after which an FIR was regis-
tered.

“The complainant said
that a person was stalking
minor girls of the school on-
line and also sending What-
sApp messages and calling
teachers of the school from
various international num-
bers and from numbers of
students and teachers,” De-
puty Commissioner of Police
(North) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said. Mr. Kalsi said the stalk-
er was entering online class-
es of the school and joining

His motive was not
to extort money
but just to threaten
girls to get himself
added to their
social media
groups

SENIOR POLICE OFFICER

(69

WhatsApp groups without
the approval of the admin,
and was changing group
icons. “Several morphed
nude and semi-nude photos
of students were being circu-
lated on social media plat-
forms,” he said.

The police questioned the
girls and teachers and exa-
mined the WhatsApp groups
to trace the stalker’s number.
They also wrote to What-
sApp and Instagram to get
details of the IP address after
which a police team tracked
the accused, who was resid-
ing in Patna’s Khajekalan,
and arrested him.

During interrogation, Mr.
Kalsi said, it was revealed
that Mahavir had been stalk-
ing and harassing a minor
girl from this north Delhi
school for the last three
years when he was prepar-
ing for the IIT entrance exam
in Kota.

“He found the victim’s

number on a social media
platform and started pursing
her. The girl, however,
stopped talking to the ac-
cused after she realised that
his intentions weren’t right.
Though he didn’t stalk her
directly thereafter, he start-
ed making contacts with her
friends by posing himself as
a girl who was a friend of the
main victim,” a police officer
said.

After gaining trust of the
girls, the accused threatened
them that he would morph
their pictures and circulate
on social media if they didn’t
help him get added to com-
mon WhatsApp groups and
share links of their online
classes. “He would then en-
ter these online classes and
bad-mouth the girls, includ-
ing the main victim. That’s
when the school approached
the police,” the officer said.

Investigations also re-
vealed that Mahavir used ap-
plications to fake caller ID
and a virtual number on
WhatsApp for contacting
girls and teachers of the
school.

“The accused used a voice
changing app to hide his
identity. He also used an app
to morph photos of victims,”
Mr. Kalsi said.

JEEVIKA

Higher Secondary Education;
1,540 from the Board of
School Education, Haryana;
1,429 from the Council for the
Indian School Certificate Ex-
aminations; and 1,301 candi-
dates from the Board of Se-
condary Education
Rajasthan, in addition to oth-
er State Boards, had success-
fully secured their
admissions.

“Being a Central Universi-
ty, the University of Delhi
equally and uniformly values
the academic credentials of
all the candidates, irrespec-
tive of their States and school
boards. This year, too, equal
opportunity was maintained
by accepting applications
based on merit only. The Un-
iversity of Delhi strongly re-
futes and condemns the falsi-
ty of news which is being
circulated regarding favour-
ing candidates from a few
boards,” Mr. Gupta said.

The university added that
being a prestigious Central
University, it was DU’s utmost
responsibility to maintain jus-
tice and equity among all
meritorious candidates com-
ing not only from Indian
States but also from abroad.

Allow limited
activity in
schools: parents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A group of parents of prim-
ary and middle schoolchil-
dren has written to the Del-
hi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) and oth-
er city officials, asking them
to permit limited activities
in schools for all students
up to Class VIII at least once
a week.

In the representation,
the parents said that
schools for younger chil-
dren have been closed for
over 550 days, which has
resulted in not only learn-
ing loss but also caused im-
mense harm to physical
and mental health due to
reduced physical activity
and denial of social play.

The parents said that ex-
perts have concluded that
younger children are at
much lower risk of severe
or fatal COVID-19 but the
DDMA has still not taken a
call to open schools.

They wrote, “We appre-
ciate the DDMA’s concern
for the safety of our chil-
dren, however, we are also
witness to adverse effects of
long-term school closures.”

Security ramped up at
Karkardooma courts

It's knee-jerk reaction to Gogls murder’

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI

Even as the Delhi police
have submitted their sugges-
tions in an affidavit to the
Delhi High Court to maxi-
mise security for both
clients and lawyers inside all
the seven district courts in
the city, the Karkardooma
court complex on Thursday
saw a tight security cover
with deployment of more pa-
ramilitary personnel on the
premises. This comes two
weeks after gangster Jitender
Mann alias Gogi was shot
dead by rival gang members,
who posed as lawyers, inside
the Rohini court.

Riots cases
However, a spot check by
The Hindu revealed a few in-
stances where clients and la-
wyers were allowed to enter
the court without being
frisked or asked for an iden-
tity card. The Karkardooma
court complex presides over
all the cases related to the
north-east Delhi riots and
has four specially constitut-
ed courts on its campus.
According to the court
employees, there are nine
gates of which five are cur-
rently open for both lawyers
and the public. While three
to four paramilitary person-

Policemen checking visitors
at the Rohini court complex
after the shoot-out.

nel, in addition to four Delhi
Police officers, were guard-
ing the main gate during the
afternoon hours, those en-
tering the premises were lar-
gely not being stopped or
enquired about their whe-
reabouts.

Meanwhile, a large num-
ber of lawyers and court offi-
cials claimed that the Kar-
kardooma court too had
been a ticking time bomb till
a few days ago with just
about anyone being allowed
to enter the premises.

An advocate, who has
been handling several Delhi
riots cases, said since the
cases pertained to two com-
munities, security should
have been strengthened
long ago and not as the pre-
sent knee-jerk reaction to
Gogi’s murder.

Petition alleges ‘sorry state of
affairs’ at Lok Nayak Hospital

High Court asks Delhi govt. to respond to plea

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Thursday
asked the city government to res-
pond to a plea alleging “unfortunate
state of affairs” at Lok Nayak Hospital
here. Justice Rekha Palli asked the
Delhi government to “take steps to
improve the working of the hospital”,
while hearing the petition filed by
Ashish Pandey, who was recently ad-
mitted to the hospital.

“This is not the first time that we
are hearing it... Some of this [allega-
tions] must be true,” Justice Palli said,
adding that “we are not out of CO-
VID-19 crisis”. The court posted the

NO. DSW(ICDS)G/120/2021/67

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM

Reference to e-Tender No. DSW(ICDS)G/120/2021/39, dated 16/09/2021 in regard to sup-
ply of Malamine Plate, Glass, Bowl and Spoon Set for the Pre School Children of Anganwadi
Centre and Mini-Aganwadi Centres of Assam, the following modifications are hereby notified
through this corrigendum/addendum.

1. In SECTION 1B - In f Manuf: he Bi
6 at Page No. 5 of Tender Booklet may be read as:
“Bidder must have license character like Disney/Minnions/Dora for Melamine Kids Products
and submit approved license copy of the authorized competent.”

Bihar Rural Livelihoods Promotion Society
Rural Development Department
Very Important
Final Notice through publication in Newspaper

Govt. of Bihar

This is for information to all concerned that through an MoU dated 22" August 2014,
M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd had been sanctioned the Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) project by Bihar Rural Livelihoods Promotion
Society(BRLPS-JEEViKA). The project was allotted to impart placement linked training
to 1,500 rural poor youths within stipulated time period. As per guidelines, the
concerned PIA, i.e., M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd was given an amount of Rs.
1,17,78,500/-(Rupees One Crore Seventeen Lakh Seventy Eight Thousand and Five
Hundred Only) as advance in one tranche. M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd (herein after
called as PIA) could not comply with the terms of the MoU. BRLPS, after sending
letters at the addresses of the representatives terminated the MoU on 27" June 2018
and black listed the organization dated 03" August 2018.

Further attempts were made on behalf of BRLPS to recover the unutilized advance
amount that had been paid to M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd. No response was
received from the concerned PIA. The letters sent to PIA's registered/official address
(M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd, 404 & 405, 4" Floor, Maithrivihar Complex, Opp Bank
of India, Ameerpet, Hyderabad-500038 & M/s Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd, D.No.-7-1-
621/359,379/2RT, F.N0.102,Sreenidhi Arcade, S.R. Nagar, Hyderabad, PIN-500038) to
their representatives on date- 02/08/2021 and 10/08/2021 respectively were
returned undelivered. Although the earlier correspondences on the same address
had been validly served and were even responded by the concerned M/s Skylark
Infowaves Pvt Ltd.

In view of the above, the concerned person/persons in Skylark Infowaves Pvt Ltd are
hereby informed and called upon to take appropriate steps towards making payment
of Rs. 2,10,24,943/-(Rupees Two Crore Ten Lakh Twenty Four Thousand Nine
Hundred and Forty Three Only) i.e., the amount of advance paid to them along with
penal interest for not carrying out their obligations that they were bound under the
aforesaid MoU dated 22™ August 2014 and as per the provisions laid down in DDU-
GKY Guidelines, SOP-I&Il and the Notifications issued by the MoRD. Above
mentioned amount should be deposited within 15 days from the publication of the
notice in newspapers. In case of failure to deposit the aforesaid amount to BRLPS,
appropriate action for recovery of advance amount with admissible interest
including proceedings under the Bihar & Orissa Public Demand Recovery Act shall be
initiated against the said PIA and their representatives responsible for the lapses.

mi low- Point No.
case for further hearing on Decem-
ber 20.

The plea alleged that no COVID-19
test was conducted on Mr. Pandey at
the time of admission. It said there
were two-three patients on each bed
and up to three patients were taken
to the ultrasound lab at a time.

It also alleged that “each ward,
having around 72 beds, had only two
PG second-year doctors and one se-
nior resident”, reflecting the shor-
tage of doctors. It sought a direction
to form a high-powered panel to look
into the lapses and take action. The
petition accused the hospital author-
ities of having a “ callous attitude”.

Instead of :

“Bidder Must have license character line Disney/Minions/Doraemon for Melamine Kids
Products and submit approved license copy of the authorized competent”

2. In SECTION 1B - In case of Manufature, the Bidder must submit as below - Point No.
9 at Page No. 5 of Tender Booklet may be read as:
“Bidder must furnish Proof of past Performance for Rs. 10.00 Cr. During any year of Last
three year i.e. 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21 in any Govt. Department/Corporate as per An-
nexure “C” (Order Copies along with work completion certificate). If Bidder have corporate
supply experience he can submit statement of account showing bill details and payment
receipt the statement must be sealed and signed by Chartered Accountant.”

Instead of:

“Bidder must enclose proof of Past performance supply of materials/articles in any Govt.
Department fo any of the last three financial years along with the Govt. Order Copy for
minimum of Rs. 10.00 Crores in a single order during any of the last three financial years
i.e. 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21(prescribed format in Annexure-C). Proof of same to be
submitted”

3. In Annexure - “A’- 1. Items of Utensil set for Boys/Girls of 3 to 6 Year for Pre School Chil-
dren at Page No. 13 of Tender Booklet may be read as:
“Note: All items must be as per given specification and must have all over prints of Any
Disney, Dora or Minions characters.”

Instead of:

High Court closes case seeking
monitoring of anti-COVID steps

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court on Thursday
closed the proceedings in a case,
seeking to monitor the measures be-
ing taken to combat the spread of
COVID-19, noting that the Centre and
the State have already provided
adequate healthcare facilities.

A Bench of Chief Justice D.N. Patel

“Note: All items must be as per given specifications and must have all over prints of Any
Disney, Doraemon or Minions characters.”

4. InAnnexure - “B” - TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION OF UTENSIL SET OF MELAMINE - 1.
Melamine Plate, 2. Melamine Glass, 3. Melamine Bowl & 4. Melamine Spoon- at Page No.
14,15.16 & 17 of Tender booklet the following modification is hereby notified through this
addendum:

“In Technical Specification Of the bid Product Mention in Annexure B of (Melamine Plate,
Melamine Glass, Melamine Bowl, Melamine Spoon) within the +/- 3% Tolerance in Techni-
cal Specification will be allowed.

proach an appropriate forum again if
required in future.

Central government counsel Anil
Soni said the petition, filed in March
2020, was now infructuous as adeg-
uate measures had already been ta-
ken by the authorities.

“We see no reason to further mon-
itor the case. Liberty is reserved with
the petitioner to file proper litigation
and Justice Jyoti Singh said petitioner  in case of difficulty,” the court said
Triveni Potekar, a lawyer, can ap- while closing the case.

»

Officer on Special Duty

Director JEEVIKA, BRLPS

Social Welfare, Assam
Uzanbazar, Guwahati-1

PR. No. 07286 (Ni.Ni) 2021-22
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Gontanches 91.Jay drive to clean SHARDA 2
control norms U N I \/ E R S [T Y

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday started a web-
page — Dust Pollution
Control Self-Assessment
Portal — on which con-
struction and demolition

Yamuna kicks off in city

Excavators, amphibious machine being used to clear waste

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday began a 21-day

s

Beyond Boundaries

NURTURING BUDDING “
ENTREPRENEURS

Sharda Launchpad is an early stage incubator and entrepreneurial ecosystem. It

sites have to register : cleaning drive for a four-km- offers dedicated working space, industry mentorship and investment support for
themselves. long stretch of the Yamuna . ; :
near Sarai Kale Khan under students with outstanding Startup idea.
Z5 lakh fine the Centre’s “Clean India”
The government also im- programme.
posed a fine of %5 lakh on The government is using

a construction site for al-
leged violation of dust
control norms.

“Through this portal,
all the construction works
going on inside Delhi,
whether it is a house or
the work of agencies and
contractors, or other per-

excavators and an amphi-
bious machine to pull waste
and hyacinths to the banks
of the river.

Rajendra Singh, who is
dubbed “waterman of In-
dia”, is also part of the
drive. “In the last 20 years,
so much money has been

Workers cleaning a stretch of the Yamuna near Sarai Kale Khan

on Thursday. =sanDeep sAXENA

(9 Once we pull the

=

and NGOs in the process so

[=3 Q

Mr. Pratik Gupta Mr. Chandan Kumar
CEO & Co-founder Co-founder and
Terasol Technologies CEO of Scholarnex

Mr. Sudhanshu Sharma
Founder
NXT GEN Innovations

Prof. Diwakar Vaish - Founder & CEQ

sonal constructions, will spent to clean the river but hyacinths to the that they will connect with

be closely monitored and Yamuna ma is still sick. Peo- banks, we will let the river and understand its

managed. Training will : ple and authorities should those dry. After current state. Once they > G Lo B A L KN OWLE DG E

begin next week to con- come together to clean it,” that, we willsupply ~ come here and see it, they

nect people to the portal Mr. Singh said. them to a waste-to- will own up the river,” Mr. S E E KE RS

so that they can be taught enerev plant to Vishwendra said.

how to work with it,” Envi- No safety gear 8y p . Districts have been doing Brilliant Sharda stud buildina foundations f b .

ronment Minister Gopal On Thursday evening, about generate electricity g 000 programmes un- rilliant Shar aftu ents are bui /qg 0{1(1 ations for career growt 'ypursumg

Rai said at the launch. half a dozen workers were ~ VSHweNoma ot ) der the “Clean India” initia- further studies at top global universities on upto 100% scholarship and with
The Minister said thatin : found cleaning the river, ¢ tive since October 1, with an other benefits.

the first phase, the govern- some waist-deep and other (South-East) Vishwendra objective to involve citizens

ment would start the train-
ing work with civic bodies,
DDA, PWD, CPWD, and
other government agen-
cies. “In the second phase,
we will train private corpo-
rations...,” he said.

Fifteen mandatory
measures on the portal
have to be followed by
everyone.

Loudspeakers

knee-deep in the blackish
water, without any boots,
gloves, or masks.

Currently, the Yamuna is
polluted and not even fit for
bathing in the Delhi stretch,
except for Palla, the point
where the river enters the
city, according to govern-
ment data.

District Magistrate

allowed for

said the hyacinths in the riv-
er would be used to gener-
ate electricity.

“Once we pull the hya-
cinths to the banks, we will
let those dry. After that, we
will supply them to a waste-
to-energy plant to generate
electricity. We are also in-
volving citizens, volunteers
from Nehru Yuva Kendras

in waste collection and its
disposal.

The East district has con-
ducted several plog runs
and 2,275 kg waste has been
collected, said the DM. In
the North district, two wa-
terbodies are being cleaned,
a park is being beautified,
and awareness programmes
are being held.

ot Ferfermmmmaryfismntraafrremr, fdey, e o956 on, wva
(e, R, s

Mr. Palepu Jithin K.
SAPIENZA
100% SCHOLARSHIP

e

Mr. Mohit Srivastava

.@<i|\-g.::n State
oF Liniversity

100% SCHOLARSHIP

=

Mr. Anayat Ali Allaie
100% SCHOLARSHIP

PLACEMENT IN

religious events till midnight

SREE CHITRA TIRUNAL INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY
TRIVANDRUM, KERALA - 695 011
(An Institution of National Importance, Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of India)

TOP CORPORATES

Sharda’s focus on 360 degree development of students is one of the factors that

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday permitted organ-
isers of religious functions
to use loudspeakers bet-
ween 10 p.m. and 12 a.m.
till October 16, after getting
permission from the Delhi
police.

“The Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Delhi has accorded
permission to use loud-
speakers between 10 p.m.
and 12 midnight up to Oc-
tober 16 by the organisers
of Ramlila, Durga Puja,
Dusshera and other reli-
gious programmes,” an of-
ficial order said.

39/ E-mail:

fiwt ./ Telephone No.: 0471-2443152 %ww/ Fax: 0471-2446433, 2550728
imst.ac.in YAz /

ite: www.sctimst.ac.in

No.DAA/SCTIMST/5/Admission(January 2022)/5T/2021
Admission Notice for Scheduled Tribes for the Academic Session January 2022
Applications are invited from ST candidates for admission to the
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) program of the Institute.

a) Fellowship - JRF for 2 years - Rs. 31,000/ + HRA (as per rules), SRF for 3 years (after 2 years assessment) -
Rs. 35,000/- + HRA (as per rules), b) Contingency - Rs.20,000/- per year ¢) Research support - Rs.1,00,000/-
per year, d) Financial support for attending conference for 5 years - Rs. 1,00,000/-, ) Purchase of Laptop
- Rs. 1,00,000/- Apply online. Please visit our website for more details (www.sctimst.ac.in) Online
registration will be available from 08.10.2021 to 30.10.2021 (5.00 p.m). Application fee by ONLINE ONLY
Entrance examination will be held at Thiruvananthapuram. For more details contact: Registrar, SCTIMST,
(E-mail: regoffice@sctimst.ac.in), Tel: 0471-2524269 / 289 / 649.

Dated: 08.10.2021

attracts the most sought-afteremployers to the campus for placement.

Sd/- DIRECTOR

Mr. Anubhav David

PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITIONS

ni.f RATED AMONG 101-150 RANK

RANKING2021  BAND IN UNIVERSITY CATEGORY

Mr. Prashant Priyadarshi

Deloitte.

Ms. Shruti Chintalapudi

FICO

. . Placed in Dominus Labs LLC, USA
Mr. Aditya Singh ata package of 48 LPA (US$ 65,000)

National

Assessment and

Accreditation

Coundil SHARDA UNIVERSITY
05 1.GAUGE 2020

INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR 216 UG/PG/Ph.D. PROGRAMMES

+ Medical

» Dental

« Nursing

» Pharmacy

» Physiotherapy

» (ardiovascular Tech.

« Computer Science
« Information Technology
« Data Science & Analytics
« |oT & Application
« Block Chain Technology
« Artificial Intelligence
& Machine Learning
« Cyber Security & Forensics
« Cryptology & Cyber Security
+ Cloud Computing & Info.Security
+ Cloud Technology & Virtualization
« Big Data Analytics
« Bio-Engg. & Bioinformatics
« Biotechnology
« Genetic Engineering
« Stem Cell &Tissue Engg.
« Food Process Technology
- Renewable Energy Systems
+ Robotics & Automation
« Mechanical Engineering
« Automobile Engineering
+ Mechatronics
« Electrical & Electronics Engg.

+ Electronics & Comm. Engg.
« Civil Engineering

« Geotechnical Engineering
« VLSITechnology

- Digital Communication

- Computer Applications

» Commerce

« Finance & Accounting

« Applied Economics

- Marketing Management

« International Business

« Business Analytics

- Fashion Management

« Banking & Finance

+ Human Resources Mgmt.
« Entrepreneurship

+ Public Policy & Admin.

- Pharma Marketing & Mgmt.
« Supply Chain Mgmt. & Logistics
« Health Care Management
+ Integrated Law

« International Law

« Criminal Law

« Corporate & Commercial Law
« Human Rights Law

« Energy Law

« Architecture

« Interior Design

» Product & Accessory Design
« Fashion Design

« Communication Design

« Visual Arts

« Industrial & Product Design
+ Journalism & Mass Comm.

» Dialysis Technology

« Radiological Imaging Tech.
+ Medical Laboratory Tech.

+ Optometry

« Nutrition & Dietetics

« Film &Television Production  « (linical Research
« Animation & VFX

» Advertising, Public Relations
& Corporate Communication

« Gaming Design
« Education

« Environmental Science
« Microbiology

¥ Exclusive & Latest Jewellery Collection of » Industrial Microbiology

GOLD - DIAMOND *POLKI o
INDIAN BRIDE 2021-22!!

IherdibYe
‘Offer!

» Molecular Biology
« English

« History

« Sociology

« Political Science

« Psychology

« Geography

* Yoga

« Agriculture

SPECIAL
N avratri & Diwali Offe

« Physics

« Chemistry

« Mathematics
« Zoology

« Bio Chemistry

Badshah in Gold

JEWELLERY

189

Making Charges,
22kt/916 Hallmark Jewellery

100% B.1.S Hallmark Jewellery

Master in Polki
JEWELLERY

DISCOUNT
No Making Charges

Captain in Diamond
JEWELLERY

:20%

DISCOUNT

King of Solitaires

40-50

DISCOUNT
161, GIA & HRD solitaire

INDUSTRY TRAINING PARTNERS

THcCh o
FETEIYY UNIVERSITY Apply Now:
;
SUAT E
N
ADMIsSION R3]
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GLOBAL IMMERSION PROGRAMME ‘

HERIOT \, Ural Federal
WA E. Unbversity
. E urto 100%

SCHOLARSHIP

FOR MERITORIOUS STUDENTS

PER GM

100% SCHOLARSHIP
FOR 100 INNOVATIVE IDEAS

Mail your ideas to:
ideas.scholarship@sharda.ac.in

sharda.ac.in/apply
Last date to apply: 9th Oct. 21

THE BANKSTREET

JEWELLERS
|;\?\Ili::/‘\’/v.:;:};ankstre:;jewelIer.com 5 L) P U s A R o A D

Metro Pillar No. 79, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005 Ph.: 011-45678333 | Mob.: 9250010399 / 400

7 Days Open -
Valet parking available Campus: 32, 34, Knowledge Park-llI,

Greater Noida (Delhi-NCR) | Ph.: 0120-4060210/11
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Timings
DELHI

Leopard skin

FRIDAY, OCT. 08
RISE 06:18 SET 18:00
RISE 08:04 SET 19:29

seized, 1 held
in Odisha

SATURDAY, OCT. 09

RISE 06:19 SET 17:58
RISE 09:13 SET 20:11 PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SUNDAY, OCT. 10 BHUBANESWAR
RISE  06:19 SET 17:57 One person has been ar-
RISE 10:23 SET 21:01 rested and a leopard skin
seized from his possession
in Odisha’s Kandhamal dis-
Delhi Weather max min trict, police said on
geigi City 22 gj Thursday.
afdarjang : .
Balam M55 Acting on a tip-off, the

the Crime Branch and for-
est officials raided Siptigu-
da village in Baliguda wil-
dlife range on Wednesday
and made the arrest and
seizure, a police officer
said.

In the last one year, the
STF has seized 16 leopard
skin, nine elephant tusks,

Delhi Palam Today

36°C The weather will be
mostly dry. A hazy morning
turns very warm day with
uneasy afternoon. Night will be
comfortable.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
36°C A dry weather to
prevail.The morning will be
hazy. Day will be very warm
and humid with uneasy
afternoon.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019

All rights reserved.

pangolin scales and arrest-
ed 33 people.

Special Task Force (STF) of

two deer skin and 15 kg of

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

SOCIOLOGY

Crash Course (Mains 2021)|  (rjentation
* includes comprehensive study material
*includes 50% discount on Test Series Le cture
Starting on 15 October 2021 \ ,

. . by Aditya Mongra Sir
Test Series (Mains 2021) 12 9:00
* both Online & Offine On 12 Oct.at 7:UU AM
Starting in October 2021 All are welcome
i 011-40079000, 9350934622, Email: diasindial23@gmail.com

For Updates, Visit: www.sociologybyadityamongra.com

N
DIAs Like Our Facebook Page: Sociology by Aditya Mongra
18, Pusa Road, Near Karol Bagh Metro Station, New Delhi - 5.

GYAANAM EDUCATORS
|AS/IPS-Foundation Batch

Are u Killing ur dream due to MANAVA BHARA
lack of fund in this corona time? Join us? NURS ACHER

11 Foundation Batch 2022-2 'RAININ
Join oundaton atch 2022-23(11 53 enchshool Park Soul),
personal guidance of (YTl 0

New Delhi-17 Tel: 26014515
FEATURES Application forms available for
jioripncereraduates Management Seats in
*Only Live class
*Monthly Fees Just I »
*Cheap and best |

PM
|

*Judge us before joining
*3 demo class free - Registration
for new batch starts
MoOBILE: @ 9465192484
Anonymous Educators Now
Gyaanam Educators

From 04th Oct. to 18th Oct., 2021
Only eligible candidates as per
SCERT norms may apply.
Filled up forms deposit upto
18th October, 2021 at 3 p.m.
Office Timing: 09 am to 03 pm.

BUSINESS OFFER

LOAN ONLY FOR
BUSINESS PEOPLE

2 Crores & Above

* Loan Against Property
«Secured Loan @ 3
« Unsecured Loan o)

«SME & Corporate

«NPA & Take Over W
* Cheque Basis

Process in 7 Working Days
6385733632
bestcrestventures@gmail.com

SITUATION VACANT

GENTRE FOR
MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

(An Autonomous institution sponsored
by the Government of Kerala)

CO9O718793363

00 Geographyas Optional ©* 9540226688

11/ 5-B Basement Param Tower Pillar No-132 Rajendra Place Metro Sta.

10:

th
Oct.

Invites applications for the
post of Director. For more
details and submission
of application, log on to
www.cmdkerala.net
Last date to receive
application: 06.11.2021.

[N GEOGRAPHY (ort)

OFFLINE Program Oct. - 2021

th ¢t
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@Gu

OPEN Seminar / Webinar

A GREETING TO REMEMBER

Be it an anniversary, a birthday, an academic
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on
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For more details, email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404
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To flex its muscles, BJP eyeing
‘majority mark in Assam bypoll

Party confident of sweeping polls; Cong. battles near wipeout in eastern Assam

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

For the BJP, Assembly elec-
tions in Assam have been
about achieving targets —
“mission 84” in 2016 and
“mission 100+” in 2021 —
along with its regional allies.
But its primary objective has
been to attain the simple ma-
jority mark in the 126-mem-
ber House, factoring in at
least 35 Assembly seats
where Muslim voters are do-
minant or are in large
enough numbers to be the
deciding factor.

The by-elections to five As-
sembly seats on October 30,
and a sixth soon after, could
take the BJP closer to scoring
64 seats, which would lessen
its dependence on its region-
al allies, the Asom Gana Par-
ishad (AGP) and the United

People’s  Party  Liberal
(UPPL).
The BJP is contesting

three of the five seats, leav-
ing Gossaigaon and Tamul-
pur in the Bodoland Territo-
rial Region to the UPPL. For
the first time, all candidates
of the BJP are turncoats.

The BJP is contesting three of the five seats, leaving

Gossaigaon and Tamulpur to the UPPL. =FiLE PHOTO

Phanidhar Talukdar has
been fielded from the Bhaba-
nipur seat that he won for
the All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF) while
Rupjyoti Kurmi and Sushan-
ta Borgohain had won the
Mariani and Thowra seats,
respectively, as Congress
candidates six months ago.

The BJP had won 60 seats
in the March-April Assembly
polls but is down to 59 after
the resignation of former
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, who became a Ra-
jya Sabha member. If all its
three candidates win the by-
polls, the party’s tally will be

62, short of the simple ma-
jority mark by two.

Challenge for Congress
The BJP is confident of the
ruling alliance sweeping the
five seats. The party is also
upbeat about bagging Majuli,
particularly after the Con-
gress decided to let the As-
sam Jatiya Parishad contest
the seat.

“There are no reasons
why the people will not vote
for our candidates, who have
a sizeable support base,” the
BJP’s State unit president
Bhabesh Kalita said.

There are speculations

that the Congress gave up
the Majuli seat because Rajib
Lochan Pegu, its best bet and
candidate for the last two As-
sembly elections against Mr.
Sonowal, is tipped to join the
BJP.
The challenge for the Con-
gress would be to retain Mar-
iani and Thowra through its
candidates Luhit Konwar
and Manoranjan Konwar,
respectively.

Their loss would leave
Congress with only three of
some 40 seats in eastern As-
sam, and there are fears that
BJP could target at least one
of the three MLAs.

Without the AIUDF and
the Bodoland People’s Front
as its allies unlike in the
March-April Assembly polls,
the Congress is contesting all
five seats while the ATUDF is
contesting two (Bhabanipur
and Gossaigaon).

Activist turned politician
Akhil Gogoi’s Raijor Dal is
contesting the Mariani and
Thowra seats. This could
harm the prospects of Con-
gress more than that of the
BJP.

Assam eviction: file athdavit, Gauhati HC tells govt.

Blood has been spilt and those guilty must be punished, says Chief Justice

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Gauhati High Court on
Thursday directed the As-
sam government to file a de-
tailed affidavit on the Sep-
tember 23 eviction drive in
Darrang district’s Dhalpur,
resulting in clashes and the
death of two persons, in-
cluding a minor, in police fir-
ing.

A video on the clashes
showed a photographer ap-

pointed by the district admi-
nistration stomping on the
body of a man shot by the
police.

‘This is a big tragedy’

Hearing a public interest liti-
gation petition by Congress
MLA Debabrata Saikia and a
suo motu petition in connec-
tion with the eviction, a Divi-
sion Bench of Chief Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia and Jus-
tice Soumitra Sakia said,

“This is a big tragedy, very
unfortunate. Those who are
guilty, if at all must be pun-
ished, no doubt about that.”

Seeking punishment on
“one or two other incidents
as well”, the Chief Justice re-
marked, “Khoon zameen
par gir gaya [blood has been
spilt].”

The Bench also asked if
the State believed that the
National Rehabilitation Poli-
cy was not applicable in As-

sam and directed it to file a
detailed affidavit in the mat-
ter within three weeks.

In his petition, Mr. Saikia
said the people evicted from
Dhalpur were from margi-
nalised and socio-economi-
cally disadvantaged sections
and forced to migrate due to
repeated floods and erosion
by the Brahmaputra since
1960.

The court fixed November
3 as the next date of hearing.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION
an undonied dead body of & male [ g

Namely Mahendra S/o Unknown, R/o |

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

Maharashtra launches
mega vaccination drive

It aims to vaccinate 15 lakh people daily

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

In keeping with the Centre’s
target to administer 100-
crore COVID-19 vaccine dos-
es till Dasara on October 15,
the Maharashtra government
will be holding a mega-vacci-
nation drive from October 8
to 14 with the aim of provid-
ing jabs for 15 lakh people
daily during this period,
State Health Minister Rajesh
Tope said on October 7.

Unveiling the drive ‘Mis-
sion Kavach Kundal’, he said
that thus far, 65% of the
State’s eligible vaccine popu-
lation (a little over 9 crore)
had received the first dose
while 30% had taken both
doses.

“We plan to vaccinate 15
lakh persons every day in
this drive. We have a suffi-
cient vaccine stock of one
crore doses to achieve this...
while speaking to Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, the Minister said
that it was his expectation
that Maharashtra must play a
major role in achieving the
100 crore-vaccination tar-
get,” Mr. Tope said.

The Health Minister said
that of the roughly 9.15 crore
people eligible to be vacci-
nated in the State, 6 crore
had been given the first dose
while 2.5 crore persons had
taken both doses.

“As a result, Maharashtra
today has opened up almost
every establishment includ-
ing religious places. Given
the scale of our vaccination,
even if someone does get in-
fected in the future, the se-
verity will be less, and there
will not be a panic demand
for ICU beds or oxygen re-
quirement. The fatalities,
too, will be controlled as a re-
sult,” Mr. Tope said, remark-
ing that there were still some
sections of society which de-
manded the involvement of
community and religious
leaders in order to expedite
the pace of vaccination.

Commenting on ‘Mission
Kavach Kundal’, the Health
Minister further said that he
had a meeting with all Dis-
trict Collectors and Division-
al  Commissioners  and
stressed on the pressing
need to work at an enhanced
pace to complete as many
vaccinations as possible.

Take action against
NCB officials: Congress

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI
A day after allegations were
levelled against the involve-
ment of private individuals
in the raid conducted by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), the Maharashtra unit
of the Congress party ques-
tioned whether senior per-
sonnel of the NCB were
aware of the involvement of
private citizens in the raid,
and sought action against of-
ficials for violating the agen-
cy’s rules.

Nationalist Congress Par-

ty (NCP) leader and Maha-
rashtra Minister Nawab Ma-
lik, who had levelled the
allegations, released two
more videos of the two priv-
ate individuals, Manish Bha-
nushali and Kiran Gosavi,
entering and leaving hurri-
edly from the NCB office on
the day of the raid on the
cruise ship.

According to the rules,
the NCB’s Drug Law Enforce-
ment Officer (DLEO) is res-
ponsible for the safety of the
arrestee, and he must keep
the arrestee always in sight.

Unknown Age: about 35 years, Height: | .44
5'5", Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long, | /

Built: Thin, Beard: short, Hair: Black, -"_ F
Wearing: Hospital Dress, was found W o
unconscious on 29.09.2021 from Patri, P 3" |
Near Suvidha Restaurant Netaji % A

Subhash Marg, Darya Ganj, Delhi & was
admitted in LNJP Hospital by CAT Ambulance S-9, during the
treatment Doctors declared him dead on 02.10.2021. The dead
body has been preserved in MAMC Mortuary, for 72 hours. In
this regard a FIR/DD No.21-A, dated 05.10.2021 has been
lodged at P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers.

P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23279331,23274683
Mob.: 8750870421

FITM

Farum on Indian

DP/1028/CD/2021

7 RIS
1\ ?f} #F] Research and Information System
= for Developing Countries

b

; | General public is hereby
w informed that an unidentified
female Age 28-30 years,

Height : 52", Complexion

Wheatish, wearing Pink Colour
suit salwar, was found injured on
30.09.2021 by train accident
near Mangolpuri Station, Delhi.
She was admitted in Sanjay
Hospital, Delhi. During the

Gandhi
treatment she died. In this regard a DD No. 22-A
dated 30.09.2021 has been lodged at P.S. Sarai
Ronhilla Railway Station, Delhi.

Memorial

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on
the following address ortelephone nos.

SHO - P.S. Sarai Rohilla Railway Station, Delhi
Tel. No. : 011-23693611, 23691106

DP/312/RLY/21
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EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender No. 73_2021-22. Following E-
Tender is invited by Divisional Railway
Manager, Eastern Railway, Howrah from
tenderers having experience of similar
nature of work and required financial
capabilities including those registered with
Irrigation/CPWD/SEB/ MES or any public

T [
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RIS, a New Delhi based policy research

institution, invites applications for the following

paositions on contractual basis under its FITM

project:

i) Research Assistant for MSMEs research work

i) Data Analyst for medicinal plants research
work

iii) Research Assistant for medicinal plants
research work

Deadline for submission of applications:
25 October 2021

For further details please visit:
https://www.ris.org.in/current-openings

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that a
female namely Anita Kumari W/o Ankit
Kumar Das, R/o RZ C-80, Gali No.13,
East Sagarpur, New Delhi has been
missing since 13.09.2021 from her
house the jurisdiction of PS Sagarpur,
New Delhi. In this regard a DD No.
159A dated 14.09.2021 has been
lodged at PS, Sagarpur, New Delhi. The
description of missing female is as under

Anita Kumari

Name: Anita Kumari, Husband's Name : Ankit Kumar Das,
Age : 24 Years, Height : 5'0", Built: Strong, Face : Round,
Complexion : Fair, Wearing : Not Known.
If anyone having any cluef/information, kindly inform the
undersigned at following phone numbers.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in
e-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in SHO
Fax : 011-24368639 :
Ph. - 01124368638, 24368641 P-S-, Sagarpur, New Delhi

DP/847/sw/2021 _Ph. : 011-28522653, 9213225632

Gist of e-Tender.
Fresh e-N.I.T. No:- PHE/GWDS/ 47 of 10/2021

in tender document.

For and on behalf of lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders are invited in
two cover system from registered Water Well Drillers/Contractors as per the details given

sector undertaking for the following work
: Sr. DEN/4/HWH. Name of work : Balance
work for Limited Use Subway for manned
Level Crossing Gate No. 36 & 44 under
AEN/RPH. Approx. Cost : ¥
1,65,51,677.78. Closing date and time
of tender : 01.11.2021 at 14.00 hrs. The
details of tender are available at website:
www.ireps.gov.in Tenderers are requested
to submit their offer online on the above
website. No manual offer will be accepted.

HWH-142/2021-22

Tender Notice is also available at websites :

S. |Name of Work [No. of [Est. Cost |Cost of Time of |Class of |Programme www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in
No. Hand Rs. in Tender comple- [Contrac
Pump [Lacs Document [tion
Wells
01 |Construction |20 No’s [Rs.63.00 |Rs. 1000/ |70 days |Regis- JIM
of 125mm Lacs tered for
dia Machine Drilling % EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
Drilled Hand 125 -
Pump Well at mm dia E-Tender Notice
Govt. schools Machine GeM Bid No. GEM/2021/B/1550873
of Kupwara Drilled Dated: 05.10.2021
Constituency Hand For and on behalf of the President of India,
of District Pump E-Tenders on "Two Packet System" are
Kupwara Wells invited from the Firms/Agencies/

Critical Dates/Information.

Contractors of repute having technical
expertise and financial solvency for the

Publishing Date 06-10-2021 (02:00 P.M)

following work:-

Period of Downloading of Bids | 06-10-2021 (02:00 P.M) to 16-10-2021 (02:00 P.M)

Name of work with its location and
Completion period : Road Transportation

Period of Submission of bids

06-10-2021 (02:00 P.M) to 16-10-2021 (02:00 P.M)

of BG coaching Trolley/Bogie complete and

Date of opening of Tender. 18-10-2021 at (3:00 P.M)

BG coaching wheel sets including loading &

IS Pl I

SrinagarKashmir-190011

Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water

unloading from/to depots of Dhanbad
division to/from any workshops/depots/

o

specify the name of work for which apply)

Document Cost : Non-Refundable in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt
deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti)
PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall

Production Units of Indian Railway for two
years. Completion period : 02 Years.
Approx. cost of the work : Rs.
1,80,72,064.56 (Rupees One crore eighty

7. |Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

lakh seventy two thousand sixty four and

8. | The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www.Jktenders.gov.in

fity six paise)only. Earnest money to be

of 6 months from 01-04-2021 to 30-09-2021.

9. | The bids of only those agencies shall be accepted who posses valid registration
certificate of construction of 125mm dia machine drilled Hand pump wells. Howev-
er due to Pandemic the renewal Registration for 2021-22 is waived off for a period

deposited : Rs. 0.00/-, Submission of " Bid
Security Declaration" in lieu of Eamnest
Money Deposit. Date & Time for closing
of e-Tender : 19:00 hrs. on 26.10.2021
Date & Time for opening of

laration is mentioned in the Bid Document

10. | Instead of EMD the firm has to furnish “Bid Security Declaration”, format of the dec-

e-Tender : 19.30 hrs. on 26.10.2021
Website particulars : https://gem.gov.in

DIP/K-10052/21

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Sgr.

No manual tender will be accepted against
e-tendering.

Divl. Mechl. Engineer (C&W) / Dhanbad
PR/0958/DHN/MECH/T/21-22/40

Sd./-
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Another building
collapses in Bengaluru
BENGALURU

Yet another building in the
city, this time in east
Bengaluru, collapsed on
Thursday, leading to panic.
This is the third such incident
in under a fortnight in
Bengaluru. Fortunately, no
casualties were reported and
residents have been
evacuated along with those
from nearby buildings.

Telangana man arrested
for 'raping’ toddler
HYDERABAD

A man, who allegedly
sexually assaulted a
two-and-a-half-year-old girl
by luring her with chocolates
in Nirmal district of north
Telangana, was arrested on
Wednesday. The offence took
place on October 4 and came
to light only on October 6 as
the child could help identify
the suspect, Narayana, 50.
He was addicted to alcohol
and homeless, the police said.

I-T searches on close associate of

Yediyurappa trigger speculation

BMTC employee under the scanner along with prominent contractors

KARNATAKA BUREAU
BENGALURU

Income Tax officials on
Thursday launched massive
search operations on alleged
undisclosed income of Irri-
gation and Public Works con-
tractors and a close aide of
BJP leader and former Kar-
nataka Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa and his family.
Coming just ahead of the by-
polls to Hanagal and Sindgi,
it set off political
speculation.

The aide, an employee of
BMTC, continues to be in the
Chief Minister’s secretariat
“on official duty”.

While Mr. Yediyurappa re-
fused to link the searches to
politics or his family, some
within the party fuelled the
speculation. BJP MLC A.H.
Vishwanath, who had al-
leged fraud in awarding
works worth 320,000 crore
during the tenure of Mr. Ye-

Umesh

diyurappa, said it was testi-
mony to the corruption that
prevailed during Mr. Yediyu-
rappa’s tenure.

Though nearly 30 con-
tractors, including half a do-
zen big contractors, were co-
vered in search operations,
the search on the residential
premises of Umesh, a bus
conductor/driver  turned
close associate of the Lin-
gayat strongman, has gath-
ered much attention. Mr.

Umesh has worked with BJP
MLC Aiyanur Manjunath, Mr.
Yediyurappa’s sons BJP Shi-
vamogga MP B.Y. Raghaven-
dra and BJP Vice president
B.Y. Viayendra in the past.

The searches are being
conducted in Bengaluru, Ba-
galkot and Bidar among oth-
er places. A few contractors
are said to be linked to polit-
icians in north Karnataka.

According to sources, the
searches are being conduct-
ed over contracts for canal,
road and bridge works, be-
sides an airport contract gi-
ven during Mr. Yediyurap-
pa’s tenure.

The role that Mr. Umesh
played in securing the ten-
ders for the contractors and
their associates is under the
radar. “Though IT searches
on contractors are common,
Umesh has emerged to be
the focus of attention,”
sources said.

However, Mr. Yediyurap-
pa said, “IT searches keep
happening. It will not have
any impact on the bypolls,”
he said, acknowledging that
Mr. Umesh had worked with
him when he was the Chief
Minister. Mr. Raghavendra
also acknowledged that he
had worked with the family.

Meanwhile, Mr. Vishwa-
nath, who is at loggerheads
with Mr. Yediyurappa over
being denied Cabinet berth,
claimed that Mr. Yediyurap-
pa had to surrender his post
because of such alleged
corruption.

Former Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy said,
“The searches on the aide of
Mr. Yediyurappa could be
linked to internal affairs of
BJP. It could be to keep the
leader  under  party’s
control.”

(With inputs from Hassan
and Mysuru)

Telugu Akademi fraud mastermind got 320 crore

Court urged to
remand the
accused in
judicial custody
for 15 days

ABHINAY DESHPANDE
HYDERABAD

A whopping 320 crore was
swindled by the mastermind
Chunduri Venkata Koti Sai
Kumar, 49, in 364.50 crore
Telugu Akademi fixed depo-
sit fraud.

Others who siphoned off a
large amount of money are --
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of A.P. Mercantile
Cooperative Credit Society
Ltd., Vijayawada, B.V.V.N. Sa-

tyanarayana Rao, and realtor
Nandui Venkata Raman, 50,
%10 crore and %7 crore, res-
pectively.

While Sai Kumar and Ra-
man were partners in the
fraud, Rao got the share for
parking the money in his so-
ciety by creating a fake ac-
count in the name of Telugu
Akademi.

In his remand report sub-
mitted to XII Additional Chief
Metropolitan =~ Magistrate,
Hyderabad Central Crime
Station, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police (WCO) K Ma-
noj Kumar stated that based
on their preliminary investi-
gation, they found out how
much amount all the accused
shared between January 2021
and August 2021.

A file photo of the Sabarimala Ayyappa temple.

Kerala to allow 2500
pilgrims at Sabarimala

Virtual queue system will continue

G. ANAND
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala Government will
allow up to 25,000 visitors a
day to the Sabarimala Ay-
yappa temple when the hill-
top shrine opens for the an-
nual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrimage
season in November.
Earlier, the government
had limited the number of
worshippers to fewer than
1,000 a day because of
COVID-19.

After chairing a top-level
meeting to evaluate the ar-
rangements for the pilgrim-
age here on Thursday, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said the virtual queue sys-
tem for booking darshan in
advance would continue.
Pilgrims would have to re-
gister their name, address
and other particulars on the
police-run portal.

The TDB would not allow
any pilgrim to stay back at
Sannidhanam.

C. Venkata Koti Sai Kumar

He said that Union Bank of
India chief manager Shaik
Mastanvali Saheb and Canara
Bank’s Santosh Nagar branch
manager M. Sadhana re-
ceived 2.5 crore and 1.99
crore respectively, on regular
intervals. Absconding ac-
cused persons Krishna Red-
dy from Miyapur and Rama-

Kerala HC
flays practice
of nokkukooli

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday lashed out again
at the practice of demand-
ing nokkukooli by hea-
dload workers in the State.

Justice Devan Rama-
chandran orally observed
that he was disappointed
that the practice still per-
sisted despite a ban and re-
peated directives by the
High Court.

The court said it did not
want to hear the word nok-
kukooli any more. The use
of the word should be dis-
continued. The court ad-
ded that investors were
scared to invest in the State
because of the militant
trade unionism.

If an employer did not
engage a headload worker,
he/she was supposed to ap-
proach the competent
authorities under the Kera-
la Head Load Workers Act
instead of resorting to vio-
lence, the court said.

na Reddy got %6 crore each,
Bhoopathi from Nagole got
2.5 crore, Padmanaban
from Chennai and Yohan Ra-
ju from Vijayawada was given
a share of 350 lakh each, and
Mandan from Shiridi, Maha-
rashtra, got 330 lakh from
the fraud money. However,
there was no mention of the
amount received by Akade-
mi’s Administrative Officer
and in-charge accounts offic-
er Segoori Ramesh, in the re-
mand report.

The ACP also informed the
court that confessional state-
ments of the accused were
not recorded due to lack of
time while the role of each
person involved in the case is
yet to be ascertained. “The
amount distributed between

the accused has to be reco-
vered, and a few persons are
still at large. And the bank
statements of the accused are
to be collected,” the officer
stated in the remand report.
Further, he requested the
court to remand the accused
in judicial custody for 15
days, so as to enable them to
proceed further with the in-
vestigation as they might
tamper with the evidence
and that difficulties might
further arise in the investiga-
tion. The investigation agen-
cy has to examine several
documents from the office of
APMCCS, UBI and Canara
Bank to establish how the
amounts have been trans-
ferred to Agrasen Coopera-
tive Bank.

Two held over
moral policing
in Karnataka

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU

In yet another incident of
‘moral policing’ in Dakshi-
na Kannada, the Mangalu-
ru city police on Thursday
arrested two men, said to
be Bajrang Dal activists, on
charges of assaulting a man
from a minority communi-
ty after seeing the latter
speaking to three women
from another faith here on
Wednesday.

The police gave the
names of the arrested as
Jayaprakash and Pruthvi,
employed as daily wage
employees in the Dakshina
Kannada Cooperative Milk
Producers Union’s dairy at
Kulashekara here.

According to a com-
plaint filed by the victim,
Muhammed P.V., 23, a na-
tive of Kannur in Kerala, he
was riding his motorcycle
with his friend Pranav on
the pillion from Kankanady
to Lalbagh after having din-
ner at Kankanady. On the
way Mr. Mohammed spoke
to his woman friend near a
sweet stall. Then he
stopped his two-wheeler
near a motorcycle show-
room at Kadri around 10
p-m. on Wednesday where
he met two women, who
were his classmates.

The complaint said that
as they were speaking, two
men who came on a motor-
cycle asked their names.
After Muhammed revealed
his name, the two men al-
legedly abused him for
speaking with women from
another faith and slapped
him. Soon the police ar-
rived at the spot.

Following the com-
plaint, the Mangaluru East
police traced the two per-
sons and arrested them.

The Surathkal police
had last month arrested
five persons, including the
Bajrang Dal district chief,
for the alleged act of moral
policing.

Speaker approaches SC against
HC order on Roy disqualification

Roy, elected on BJP ticket in May, joined Trinamool in June

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

West Bengal Assembly Speak-
er Biman Banerjee has ap-
proached the Supreme Court
against the Calcutta High
Court order on the disqualifi-
cation of Mukul Roy.

Mr. Roy, who was elected
on BJP ticket in the Assembly
election in May, rejoined the
Trinamool Congress in June.
He was later appointed Chair-
man of the Public Accounts
Committee, a post usually re-
served for an Opposition
legislator.

The BJP approached the
Speaker seeking Mr. Roy’s dis-
qualification under the anti-
defection law.

Later, party leaders ap-
proached the High Court on
the issue and the court direct-
ed the Speaker to decide on
the disqualification by Octob-
er7.

It pointed out that in case
the Speaker was unable to de-

Ambitious project in A.P. to upskill students

APSCHE to roll out Microsoft certification programme after Dasara

P. SUJATHA VARMA
VIJAYAWADA

The State government pro-
poses to take up skilling of
students on a massive scale
with the help of Microsoft
Corporation (India).

As many as 1,62,000 stu-
dents and unemployed
youth across more than 300
colleges and skill develop-
ment centres will benefit
from the programme pro-
posed to be rolled out by the
AP State Council of Higher
Education (APSCHE) imme-
diately after Dasara.

‘Free of cost’

“We are the first in the coun-
try to go for a certification
programme on such a mas-
sive scale for students free of
cost. Even if one lakh stu-

CM
K

dents complete the pro-
gramme and secure the cer-
tificates from Microsoft, it
will create a huge impact in
terms of their employability
prospects,” said K. Hema-
chandra Reddy, Chairman of
the council, which is the im-
plementing partner of the
joint initiative of the Depart-
ment of Higher Education
and the AP State Skill Deve-
lopment Corporation
(APSSDC).

An amount 0f ¥30.79 crore
has been earmarked for im-
plementation of the project.

Monitoring panel

A Monitoring and Evaluation
Committee has been consti-
tuted for the purpose with
the Education Minister as its

Chairman.
»

The Special Chief Secre-
tary, Department of Higher
Education, will be its Con-
vener. Minister for Informa-
tion and Skill Development
Training; Principal Secre-
tary, IT and Skill Develop-
ment; APSCHE Chairman;
Special Officer to Chief Minis-
ter Hari Krishna; and Coordi-
nator, Overseas Education
for Andhra Pradesh Kumar
Annavarapu are its mem-
bers.

The APSCHE will imple-
ment the project and will en-
sure that students enrolled
for the course get Microsoft
certification.

The project was initially
meant to be implemented
between December 31, 2020
and December 31, 2021. But
due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the programme is be-
ing extended for a period of
one year, up to December 31,
2022.

After undergoing training
in certain skills, the students
will write mock tests and
then write the final exam to
obtain the certificate.

Technical workforce
“The Microsoft’s ‘Future Rea-
dy Solutions’ industry certifi-
cation will enable our stu-
dents to acquire the
technical skills to become
eligible workforce in sectors
such as IT infrastructure, da-
ta science and computer
science,” said Mr. Kumar.
The APSCHE had conduct-
ed a meeting attended by the
Vice-Chancellors, who were
in favour of the programme.

Mukul Roy

cide on the matter, it would
take a call on the
disqualification.

On Thursday, when the
matter came before the court,
Advocate-General S.N. Moo-
kerjee said the Speaker had
moved the Supreme Court
against the High Court order.

The development in the
case would have a bearing on
the fate of legislators who had
joined the ruling Trinamool
Congress after being elected
from the Opposition parties.

Since May 2021, four BJP le-
gislators had switched sides
and joined the Trinamool.

Scores of legislators of the
Opposition parties joined the
Trinamool between 2011 and
2021 and not a single one of
them has been disqualified
for the defection.

Narada case hearing

In another development, the
High Court gave exemption to
officials of the CBI and the En-
forcement Directorate from
appearing before the Speaker
in connection with the Nara-
da case.

The Speaker had sum-
moned the officials on the
ground that his permission
was not taken before charge
sheets were filed against the
House members.

The Central agencies had
filed charge sheets against
MLAs, including a few Minis-
ters, in the Narada sting oper-
ation.

. WEATHER WATCH
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA

R

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

"

: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) :

¢ Forecast for Friday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :
: places over central Maharashtra, Marathwada, Konkan & Goa, :
: coastal Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. :
¢ Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning likely at isolated :

: places over Gujarat, Sikkim, sub-

Telangana, Rayalaseema, Tamil

Loary RAIN MAX  MIN
D Agartala..........o.....—.... ....25.6
: Ahmedabad. .27.3
¢ Aizawl......... 215
: Allahabad.... ....26.1
: Bengaluru ... ...21.0
: Bhopal ...22.9
¢ Bhubaneswar... . ...24.8
: Chandigarh ...........—.... ...22.8
: Chennai ... ....25.6
: Coimbatore. ...23.4
: Dehradun.... ..120.6
: Gangtok... ...16.3

Goa......... ...23.9

Guwahati ...25.4
: Hubballi...... ...22.0
: Hyderabad .. ...23.4
: Imphal.... ...21.6
* Jaipur. ....25.0
Kochi...... ...24.6
: Kohima.... ....15.8
: Kolkata............... ...26.7

Himalayan West Bengal, Odisha, :
Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal

aTy RAIN MAX  MIN :
Kozhikode................. 0.9...32.0....25.3 :
Kurnool ... 8...35.3...24.8 :
Lucknow.. 345,252 :
Madurai... .3...35.8....25.1 :
Mangaluru... 9...30.8....243 :
Mumbai ... ....35.8....24.0 :
Mysuru .. ...29.0....21.4 :
New Delhi ....34.0....23.8 :
Patna ...... ..34.2...26.0 :
Port Blair. 27.2...235
Puducherry .. .—....30.0....23.6 :
Pune........ 6...30.8....21.2 :
Raipur ....33.0....25.2 :
Ranchi..... ...31.8...23.1 :
Shillong... ...23.3....15.5 ¢
Shimla..... ..26.5....16.0 :
Srinagar........... .27.5....10.1 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. ....32.0....23.5
Tiruchi ...345...23.8 ¢
Vijayawada .. ....33.5....25.6 :

Visakhapatnam .............—.... 33.8....26.0 :

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing
CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: CImIEs S0z NO:

: Ahmedabad..... 48 60 .37 ..80

: Bengaluru....... 12 24 96 ... - .
: Chennai ... ... 7 .14 69 ..50 .
: Delhi ..o .25 .86 .60 .135

¢ Hyderabad...... ... 5 .50 .31 .49 .
: Kolkata........... .13 .31 .27 .98

¢ Lucknow........ ..8 .26 .65 .106

* Mumbai .. 12 .45 99 .36 .
: Pune... 130 .52 112 .114 .
: Visakhapatnam .14 .24 .14 .18 .

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Yesterday

112 In observation made at
.50 ..m 4.00 p.m., Mandi

40 n Gobindgarh, Punjab
o recorded an overall air
295 ..@ quality index (AQI) score
.63 .1 of 239 indicating an
108 ... unhealthy level of
108 pollution. In contrast,
. Shillong, Meghalaya
.69 .M recorded a healthy AQI
.91 L. score of 16
49 .m

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect

visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes

acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

HAL delivers heaviest
propellent tank to ISRO

SC120- LOX is a semi-cryogenic tank

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The heaviest semi-cryogenic
propellant tank (SC120-
LOX) ever fabricated by Hin-
dustan Aeronatics Limited
(HAL) has been delivered to
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).

The semi cryo-liquid oxy-
gen (LOX) tank — the first de-
velopmental welded hard-
ware — is a part of the SC120
stage intended for payload
enhancement by replacing
the L110 stage in existing
MK-III launch vehicle, said a
release from HAL.

Last year, HAL had deli-
vered the biggest ever cryo-
genic liquid hydrogen tank
(C32-LH2), four meters in
diameter and eight meters
in length, much ahead of
contractual schedule.

The propellant tank was
handed over by M.K. Mis-
hra, General Manager, Ae-
rospace Division, HAL, to
T.K.B. Kumaresh Babu, Gen-

eral Manager, LHWC, head
of the resident team of the
Liquid Propulsion Systems
Centre, ISRO.

Till date, HAL's Aeros-
pace Division has delivered
244 propellant tanks and 95
water tanks to ISRO for the
space programmes of PSLV,
GSLV Mk-II and GSLV Mk-IIT
of diameter 2.1, 2.8 and 4
meters, where the length of
the tank varies from 2.5 me-
ters to 8.0 meters.

As a strategic reliable
partner, HAL has been asso-
ciating with ISRO for India’s
prestigious space  pro-
grammes for five decades.
HAL has delivered critical
structures, tankages, satel-
lite structures for the PSLV,
GSLV-MK II and GSLV-Mk III
launch vehicles.

Various new projects are
being taken up at HAL, for
which installation and com-
missioning of unique infras-
tructure is nearing comple-
tion.

Nassar’s dress bank brightens bridal hopes

Ex-NRI on unique charity mission collects wedding dresses and offers them to needy

ABDUL LATHEEF NAHA
MALAPPURAM

Nassar Thootha’s dress bank
is getting replenished much
faster than expected.

A unique charity scheme
based at Thootha on the
Malappuram-Palakkad
border offering free
wedding dresses for the
marriage of the needy is
becoming the talk of the
town. It is called ‘Nassar’s
Dress Bank’.

A former Non-Resident
Indian (NRI), Mr. Nassar
now dedicates a part of his
time and resources to the
dress bank. He collects
wedding dresses from those
are ready to donate, gets
them dry-cleaned, and
stores them neatly in a shop

-

awedding dress in his shop. =sakeer HussaIN

that he has rented at
Thootha. The dresses are
displayed as though they are
in a textile shop. Those who
can’t afford wedding dresses
can approach him and take

any item for free. “And they
don’t have to return it,” said
Mr. Nassar.

People from different
parts of south India are
approaching Mr. Nassar,

»

both for donating their
wedding dresses, and for
borrowing dresses as well.

“It came as a surprise to
me when I learnt that most
women seldom use their
wedding dress after wearing
it for a few hours during the
function. When I asked
them to donate it, the
response was tremendous,”
said Mr. Nassar.

Hundreds have come
forward to donate their
wedding dress. He now has
more than 1,000 dresses in
his bank. They include saris,
frocks, churidars, suits, and
Sherwanis. They cost
anywhere between %5,000
and 350,000.

“They don’t look like
second-hand,” he said.
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Killing the chills

The malaria vaccine must see speedy
implementation from the lab to the field

he triumphs of science are best appreciated
when they make human lives easier or safer, or

simply, offer hope. The first ever World Health
Organization (WHO)-approved anti-malaria vaccine
must count among those triumphs. The approval marks
a milestone in a timeline that records a long and labo-
rious process to grapple with malaria, and somehow
make it less of a killer. The vaccine that WHO has ap-
proved — RTS,S — has been used in pilot programme
participants (children and infants) in Africa from 2015
after it got a nod for this specific use from the European
Medicines Agency. This triumph comes at a time of
great scientific endeavour, yes, but also notably at a
time when it was feared that the progress against mala-
ria was flagging. With this vaccine, which will signifi-
cantly reduce the severity of cases and prevent deaths,
hope has sprung anew that humankind might retard in
its tracks a pathogen that has stalked sub-Saharan Afri-
ca and several other parts of the world for years now.
WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom rightly
termed it as a historic moment, achieving a break-
through not only for malaria control but also child
health and science itself. The malaria vaccine, RTS,S,
which has been in the making for nearly 30 years, acts
against P. falciparum, believed to be the most deadly
malaria parasite globally. As per WHO, in 2019, nearly
half the world’s population was at risk of malaria, while
most cases and deaths occur in sub-Saharan Africa.
There were an estimated 229 million cases in 2019, and
malaria deaths stood at 4,09,000, with the WHO Afri-
canregion carrying a disproportionate burden — 94% of
cases and deaths. Children under five are the most vul-
nerable group affected by malaria; in 2019, they ac-
counted for about two thirds of all malaria deaths.
WHO said it was making a recommendation for use
based on the key findings of pilot projects implemented
in child health clinics in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi over
two years. Data and insights gathered from these stu-
dies showed that the vaccine was not only feasible to in-
troduce but that it also improves health and saves lives.
Remarkably, it facilitated equitable access to malaria
prevention, even during the COVID-19 pandemic, help-
ing reach even hitherto unreached populations. While
further steps are taken to manufacture, fund and roll
out the vaccine to nations affected by malaria, main-
taining equity of access is key. Dr. Tedros emphasised in
his press conference that as the work towards providing
vaccination continues, nations may, by no means, relin-
quish their routine malaria prevention activities, in-
cluding providing insecticide-treated bed nets. While
the world now has a way to kill the rigors — the chills
characteristic of the infection — the next step should be
speedy and meticulous implementation of the scientific
miracle from the lab to the field.

HandlinéEmplexity

The Physics Nobel winners have developed
tools to get a handle on complex systems

ringing to a close speculation about the winner of
the Physics Nobel prize this year, the Nobel com-

mittee decided to award a trio of researchers.
One half went to Syukuro Manabe of Princeton Univer-
sity, U.S., and Klaus Hasselmann of the Max Planck In-
stitute for Meteorology, Hamburg, Germany, for their
work in climate science. In the long line of researchers
who estimated the warming of the atmosphere due to
gases in it, Syukuro Manabe’s modelling, in collabora-
tion with others — and over decades — is a classic work
that showed, even in the 1960s, that the atmosphere
would undergo another 2.3° C warming with the dou-
bling of carbon dioxide content. Klaus Hasselmann
identified a way of treating the random noise-like varia-
tions of the weather, devising a method to generate use-
ful “signals” on the scale of the climate. Of interest was
the way these models could show the effect of human
activities on the climate. The other half of the prize, to
Giorgio Parisi from the Sapienza University of Rome,
Italy, is for developing a method to sensibly study com-
plex condensed matter systems called “spin glasses” —
an outstanding feat in both mathematical and physical
innovation. The idea to break what is called “replica
symmetry”, seen in a spin glass, in a consistent manner,
which was his contribution, led to a method to study
one of the simplest models of a genuinely complex sys-
tem. His work has helped solve problems in mathemat-
ics, biology and neuroscience; for instance, how me-
mory is stored in networks of nerve cells.

What ties together the seemingly disparate works —
the climate science work by Syukuro and Hasselmann
on the one hand and theoretical condensed matter
physics work by Parisi on the other — is that both de-
scribe complex physical systems. Physics is often
thought of as a science of simple systems, and it is most-
ly celebrated and sometimes chided for this. Even rock-
et science, which inspires awe for its grandeur and ac-
curacy, is mostly the study of so-called simple systems.
Complexity arises when there are many, many interact-
ing pieces in the system, with each moving in an inde-
pendent way. The deceptively easy-looking problem of
water rushing out of a tap is notoriously difficult to un-
derstand as to when it makes a transition from simple
streamlined flow to a complex turbulent flow. The No-
bel winners this year have handled such complex sys-
tems and developed tools to get meaningful, quantita-
tive results out of them. Notable in this is the climate
scientists’ work, which makes it obvious where science
stands on the issue of global warming and estimates the
human fingerprint on climate change. With the COP26
summit drawing close, the Nobel committee’s decision
only underscores the need to take this into account.

The Congress is at the crossroads

A revised ideological line combined with an organisational revamp can bring the party back in the reckoning

‘A‘:-I " .ﬁ:'

ZOYA HASAN

he judgment by contempor-
Tary writers of Congress lead-

er Rahul Gandhi’s leadership
is almost uniformly harsh and un-
forgiving. It is common to contrast
the strength of the formal organi-
sation and leadership of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) with
the deterioration and decay of the
Congress party, especially the cen-
tral leadership’s failure to reverse
this downslide. The contrast bet-
ween the Congress and the BJP is
stark, not in terms of decision-
making which is centralised in
both cases, but in terms of overall
political management.

The Congress party faces three
major challenges — it has to elect a
leader capable of keeping the par-
ty united, reconstruct its organisa-
tional structure across the States,
and project and propagate a clear
alternative ideological narrative to
the BJP. These challenges are more
apparent after the 2019 debacle in
the general election and the lea-
dership vacuum following Mr.
Gandhi’s resignation as president
and the party’s abject failure to
elect a president to replace him.

Signs of changes
The fallout of Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
resignation as State Congress chief
in Punjab almost 72 days after he
was ‘undeservingly’ appointed to
that post has exposed the fault
lines in the party. While criticism
by the media, the BJP and other
Opposition politicians was on
predictable lines, the absence of
debate and consultation in the
party regarding leadership change
in Punjab just months ahead of the
next Assembly elections (early
next year) is a matter of wider con-
cern.

Even though there is no percep-

tible effort to rebuild the organisa-
tion and institute formal leader-
ship at various levels, there is a
noticeable effort to revive the par-
ty through ideological changes
pushed by Mr. Gandhi. Ideologi-
cally, he wants to take the Con-
gress in a left-of-centre direction.
Despite reservations within the
party and outside to his unremit-
ting critique of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Gandhi has readily advanced
ideological criticism of the Hindu
right at every juncture. Additional-
ly, he has pointedly attacked cro-
nyism, which according to him has
favoured a few corporate entities.
He has also taken up the welfare
and economic concerns of the
poor.

The recent decision to induct
two feisty critics of Hindutva, Kan-
haiya Kumar and Jignesh Mevani,
into the party’s fold is an indica-
tion of this shift. This shift follows
from Mr. Gandhi’s widely reported
statement in July to workers of his
party’s social media department
(in an online event), “There are
many people who are not scared,
but are outside the Congress. All
these people are ours. Bring them
in,” he had said, adding, “And
those scared within our party
should be shunted out. They are
RSS people and they should go, let
them enjoy. We do not want them,
they are not needed. We want fear-
less people. This is our ideology.
This is my basic message to you.”

The left turn

This is not the first time the Con-
gress has turned leftward. Indira
Gandhi through a series of mea-
sures after the 1969 split in the par-
ty, which later included the na-
tionalisation of banks, abolition of
privy purses and nationalisation of
general insurance, dramatically
appropriated the left platform.
The second left turn happened un-
der Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s leadership when the Un-
ited Progressive Alliance (UPA)
which formed the government in
2004 with the support of the Left
Front went on to implement the
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rural employment guarantee
scheme and other rights based le-
gislations. The circumstances that
made these ideological shifts pos-
sible was the fact that Congress
was in power in the Centre and in
most States which enabled it to im-
plement these policies. Effectively,
the party has relied on the state to
promote such policies. The third
left turn is taking place under Mr.
Gandhi when the Congress is in
the Opposition, which makes the
task more difficult except in these
circumstances.

To regain and reconfigure

The current strategic shift indi-
cates an attempt to regain ideolog-
ical coherence and reconfigure the
traditional social base of the party.
Historically, as a party of consen-
sus, the Congress had always come
to power on a centrist platform re-
flecting its varied social base, in-
cluding, most notably, its support
from the lower sections of Indian
society. Centrism and consensual
politics, which explained its early
success, do not seem to work in a
divided polity. A party which once
famously claimed to represent
everyone seems to have lost the
support of most groups in India’s
deeply polarised polity.

The party no longer enjoys Dalit
support, competing for their vote
with regional parties and the BJP;
it has lost the support of upper
castes who prefer to vote for the
BJP; it has no support from the
Other Backward Classes (OBC) ex-

cept in some States such as Rajas-
than and Chhattisgarh thanks to
State leaders; and the Muslim vote
has drifted to regional parties or
whoever can offer an alternative to
the BJP.

The appointment of Charanjit
Singh Channi, a Dalit, to replace
Captain Amarinder Singh, a Jat
Sikh, as Punjab’s Chief Minister or
supporting OBC Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel over his rival T.S.
Singh Deo in Chhattisgarh is an at-
tempt to reconstruct its social
base. It signals a message to the
non-upper castes that they can
hope to wield power through the
Congress, which traditionally has
had the upper castes dominate its
leadership structure.

This demonstrates once again
the power of ideology as an instru-
ment of political mobilisation. But
appointment of people with ap-
propriate credentials is not
enough. The Congress has to spell
out and narrativise the ideological
change such as it is. Ideology and
organisation, moreover, are inter-
connected; both need to be taken
on board in the party’s overhaul.
The ideological message needs to
be communicated to the people.
In the 2019 campaign for the gen-
eral election, Mr. Gandhi pushed
Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY) — a
minimum income guarantee
scheme — but the party failed to
communicate this scheme to the
people; eventually it was overta-
ken by the PM Kisan scheme (or
the Pradhan Mantri Klsan Sam-
man Nidhi plan, a central scheme
to augment the income of the
small and marginal farmers) and
the Balakot air strikes on targets in
Pakistan (2019).

Programmes versus reform

In any case, radicalisation without
institutionalisation is not sustaina-
ble. The strategic shift must in-
volve a reordering of the institu-
tional structures of the party. But
very little has been done in the
realm of organisational restructur-
ing to broad-base the party and re-
vive intra-party democracy. This is

partly because the focal point of
the leadership of the Gandhis was
not and has not been on party
building. Doubts about party re-
generation in the past had led to a
greater reliance on the govern-
ment and welfare programmes for
winning support than on reform-
ing the party to mobilise the elec-
torate. The response of the leader-
ship to most fundamental issues
was generally governmental rath-
er than political. The lack of organ-
isational heft was a severe limita-
tion hampering its ability to reap
the political dividends that could
have accrued to the party from the
unprecedented welfare spending
by the UPA government. Organisa-
tional decline has impeded its ca-
pacity to engage with mass polit-
ics. This remains unchanged even
when the party is in opposition.

The faultlines

Nearly two and a half years after
its second consecutive defeat in
parliamentary elections, the party
still remains without a full-time
president. That is the crux of the
problem. It does not have a pro-
perly constituted Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC) for institu-
tionalised deliberations and
decision-making. Even the Core
Group formed by Sonia Gandhi in
2004 is invisible as power is con-
centrated in the Gandhi triumvi-
rate. Rahul Gandhi is calling the
shots without holding any formal
position. Not surprisingly, many of
the decisions taken today seem ad
hoc and do not appear to be part
of an overall plan on how to move
forward. Yet, we cannot write off
the Congress which has roots all
across the country. The revised
ideological line combined with an
organisational revamp can bring
the Congress back in the
reckoning.

Zoya Hasan is Professor Emerita at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
Her forthcoming book is titled ‘Ideology
and Organisation in Indian Politics:
Growing Polarisation and the Decline of
the Congress Party (2009-19)

Seeding a data revolution in Indian agriculture

But technology fixes and agri-business investments alone will not be enough to improve farmers’ livelihoods

JAYAHARI K.M. &
A. ARUNACHALAM

documents relating to the In-

dian agriculture sector were re-
leased. The first is a consultation
paper on the India Digital Ecosys-
tem of Agriculture (IDEA) from the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare (MoA&FW) and the se-
cond on Indian Agriculture: Ripe
for Disruption from a private or-
ganisation, Bain and Company.
The first talks about a digital revo-
lution in the agriculture sector and
later predicts a revolutionary in-
vestment growth in agri-logistics,
offtake, and agri-input delivery by
2025; these are, surprisingly, high-
ly complementary. The fact is that
every segment of present-day life
is data-hungry. The MoA&FW re-
port describes creating data to fuel
the growth predicted by Bain and
Company.

In June this year, two significant

The forecast

The Bain report is a data-based
prediction on agri-business scena-
rios, anchored to the agricultural
set-up at present and predicting its
future trajectories in another 20
years. It includes targeting the
production of alternative proteins,
and food cell-based food/ingre-
dients and initiating ocean farm-
ing, etc. The report has a ‘today
forward- future back approach’
and predicts a drastic investment
opportunity development by
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2025. The agriculture sector (cur-
rently worth $370 billion), is esti-
mated to receive an additional $35
billion investment. The two ena-
bling conditions for such invest-
ment opportunities are the chang-
es in the regulatory framework,
especially recent changes in the
Farm Acts and digital disruption.
The report argues that benefiting
from the huge investments into
the agri-ecosystem, doubling
farmers’ income targets can be
achieved in near future.

The idea of integration
The IDEA-consulting paper is
based on the Task Force and Work-
ing Group report constituted by
the MoA&FW to design the blue-
print of “digital agriculture” —
which is similar to the digital dis-
ruption mentioned in the Bain re-
port. Eventually, the farmer and
the improvement of farmers’ liveli-
hood is the aim of the IDEA con-
cept and it is proposed to happen
through tight integration of agri-
tech innovation and the agricul-
ture industry ecosystem to farm-
ing and food systems. To be pre-
cise, the IDEA concept profounds
the creation of second enabling
conditions (which is described in
the Bain report). The IDEA princi-
ples explicitly talk about openness
of data, which means open to busi-
nesses and farmers, indicating the
kind of integration it aims at.
Value-added innovative services
by agri-tech industries and start-
ups are an integral part of the
IDEA architecture. Beyond the ar-
chitecture, these services listed in
the document (to be available on
the platform) are equally impor-
tant data for farmers and business-
es. The Indian agriculture sector
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in future will encompass farm to
fork and pave the way for a single
national market with a national
platform with better connection
between producer and consum-
ers. Through their work, the man-
agement experts, Parijat Jain,
Prashant Sarin and Shalabh Sin-
gawne (the authors of the Bain re-
port) have depicted the agricul-
ture reforms announced by the
union government as a game-
changer in the agriculture sector.

A thread of digital disruption

The IT industry has opposition to
IDEA mainly due to the ethics of
creating a Unique Farmer ID based
on one’s Aadhaar number and also
the potential for data misuse.
Beyond the news coverage about
the prospects of achieving the goal
of Doubling Farmers Income on
which the present government has
almost lost its hope, the Bain re-
port has not been widely dis-
cussed — at least in the public do-
main. The assumptions used by
authors of the Bain report, espe-
cially for its ‘future back ap-
proach’, need more or less focus-
ing on widespread food
production in controlled environ-

ments. No doubt, the emission,
energy, and other resource foot-
prints and sustainability issues
around these techniques must be
carefully studied to confirm the
projected trajectory (which is not
a part of the report). However, the
report has convincingly demon-
strated the business opportunity
available in supply chains between
farm to Agricultural Produce Mar-
ket Committee (APMC) mandi and
mandi to the customer, which can
be realised with the support of dig-
ital disruption and the latest agri-
culture reforms.

Both these reports heavily rely
on digital disruption to improve
farmers’ livelihoods, without dis-
cussing how much farmers will be
prepared to benefit from these
newly emerging business environ-
ments. Hinting that the Union go-
vernment is serious about this dig-
ital support to the agriculture
sector — the Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Narendra Singh Tomar, has em-
phasised the significance of the
farmer’s database being prepared
and has sought the support of
States.

An unconvincing ‘how’

However, the fact is that a majority
of small and marginal farmers are
not technology-savvy. That most
of them are under-educated for ca-
pacity building is ignored amidst
these ambitious developments.
The Bain report relies on the gen-
eral assumption that more invest-
ments into the agriculture sector
will benefit farmers; ‘but how’ has
not been convincingly answered.
Similarly, how the technology fix
will help resolve all the nine issues
of Indian agriculture listed at the

beginning of the report is unclear
in the IDEA concept. Together, the
two reports look forward to benef-
iting from the recent agriculture
legislature changes without per-
ceiving the capacity-building re-
quired at a farmer’s end. Political-
ly, these two reports ignore the
protest of farmers against the re-
forms without considering it as a
barrier or risk factor resulting in a
repealing of these new farm laws.

Focus on the farmer

While agreeing on the fact that a
data revolution is inevitable in the
agriculture sector, given its socio-
political complexities, we cannot
just count on technology fixes and
agri-business investments for im-
proving farmers’ livelihoods.
There need to be immense efforts
to improve the capacities of the
farmers in India - at least until the
educated young farmers replace
the existing under-educated small
and medium farmers. This capaci-
ty building can be done through a
mixed approach - preferably
building the capacities of indivi-
dual farmers or coping with the
new situation by establishing sup-
port systems, through FPOs and
other farmers associations where
technical support is available for
farmers. Considering the size of
the agriculture sector of the coun-
try this is not going to be an easy
task but would need a separate
programme across the country
with considerable investment.

Jayahari K.M. is India Country
Coordinator of the Food and Landuse
Coalition. A. Arunachalam is Director of
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR)-Central Agroforestry
Research Institute
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‘Save a life’ incentive
The ‘Good Samaritan’
scheme to ensure a better
response to intervene and
save the lives of road
accident victims could be a
game-changer. But it is
possible that many a Good
Samaritan, true to their
nature, may not be that
willing to collect a reward.
To reduce road accidents,
strict enforcement of traffic
rules and regulations is key.
It should be ‘ABC’ (Always
Be Careful) on the road.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,
Malippara, Kothamangalam, Kerala

® [ am a regular highway and
city driver since 1967.
Accidents that are routinely
and conveniently attributed
to “speeding” have their
cause elsewhere: heavy
vehicles habitually hog the
extreme right lane, forcing
motorists and others to
overtake from the left, or
pass from the extreme left
lane; most trucks driving at
night have inadequate or
non-working tail-lights.
Reflectors are not an
alternative; tail lights of
trucks, even when working,
are obstructed with heavy

metal strips, supposedly to
protect them from damage;
trucks are often carelessly
parked without the
mandatory warning lights.
What we need is a thorough
check of tail lights at least at
every inter-State checkpost,
and vigorous patrolling.

PHIROZE B. JAVERI,
Mumbai

Common school system
As someone who teaches in a
public school, one has every
reason to confirm the fact of
a huge increase in
admissions in such schools in

the aftermath of the financial
distress among a section
which has been forced them
to withdraw their wards from
private schools. It is also to
be noted that many private
schools, especially the
unregistered ones, have
closed down. This too has
contributed to the increase
in public school enrolment.
There are some lessons: one,
we need to have a robust
public school system whose
schools ought to be
sufficiently funded, staffed
and equipped to cater to the
needs of all children in their

respective neighbourhoods.
Two, it is the people who
must come together to
demand such a system of
public education, for
governments are increasingly
uninterested in creating or
sustaining the public system,
including that of education.
An unfortunate consequence
of this sudden rise in the
number of students in public
schools is that most schools
are not ready to handle the
emerging situation. Not only
do they suffer from a lack of
infrastructure and other
resources but there is also a
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shortage of staff which is
only getting exacerbated by
the mindless deputation of
teachers on non-academic
duties. After all, children of
the powerful and the well-off
do not study in these
schools. This brings us to the
final lesson — people would
not have suffered such a
distressing situation had
there been a common school
system ensuring equitable
education.

FIROZ AHMAD,
New Delhi
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Will a bad bank fix India’s broken banking system?
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A bad bank can help in debt recovery but it is no
substitute to fresh capital infusion

Last month, the Union government
set up the National Asset Recon-
struction Company  Limited
(NARCL) under the Companies Act.
It thus delivered on its promise to set
up a ‘bad bank’ to clean up the ba-
lance sheets of commercial banks.
Under the new set up, the NARCL
will take over loans worth almost 32
lakh crore from the books of com-
mercial banks at a mutually agreed
price. The NARCL will pay 15% of
the price of these loans upfront in
cash to banks and then issue secur-
ity receipts in lieu of the remaining
amount. The NARCL will then try to
resolve these bad loans in a time-
bound manner with help from the
India Debt Resolution Company Li-
mited (IDRCL). In case the IDRCL is
unable to sell these bad loans at a
satisfactory price to make good on
the security receipts, the Centre will
step in and fund the gap, but within
a budget limit of ¥30,600 crore. Ina
conversation moderated by Prash-
anth Perumal J., Ajit Ranade and
C.P. Chandrasekhar discusss the
bad bank proposal. Edited excerpts:

What is the need to bail out
banks? Why not let banks
recognise their losses and let
insolvent banks fail?

Ajit Ranade: First of all, this is a
one-time, time-bound effort. The
bad bank has been set up to remove
bad assets from the balance sheets
of banks and free up capital which
will allow bank lending to grow. Cre-
dit growth is important for econom-
ic growth, and bank balance sheets
are constrained by the presence of
bad assets. So, one of the main ob-
jectives of the bad bank is to remove
these assets from the balance sheets
of existing banks and consolidate
them within a bad bank. Mean-
while, the resolution and recovery
process can continue. The pro-
posed design of the bad bank sepa-
rates the trustee part of the NARCL,
where the assets will sit, from the
the IDRCL, which will engage in the
recovery and turnaround of bad as-
sets. So, it’s a twin structure work-
ing to free existing banking capital
to enable higher credit growth.

C.P. Chandrasekhar: There are
many reasons to bail out banks but

Stronger at the grassroots

It is imperative to make disaster resilience an

two in particular are crucial. One is
the fact that there are depositors in-
volved here. If you allow banks to
fail, depositors who operated under
the presumption that the regulatory
framework would protect their mo-
ney would be undermined. Histori-
cally, we’ve found that central
banks try to actually save banks,
either by bailing them out or by
amalgamating them with stronger
banks, in order to be able to protect
depositors. Two, there is a systemic
problem. If a bank fails, and there is
a sort of contagion effect, you could
actually have systemic problems.
Banks are the core of the settle-
ments system and the credit pipe
and allowing them to go down
would be a problem. And finally,
there is also the option of getting
banks to write off these bad assets
and then the government can recap-
italise them. But that would deal a
significant blow to the government’s
finances.

Isn’t there the risk of moral
hazard linked with bailouts,
which makes banks more
complacent?

CPC: You need to compare the risk
to the system itself — the impact that
bank failures would have on depos-
itors and the social and political im-
plications of it — with the moral ha-
zard of bailing out banks. The more
important problem is the systemic
risk. But second, here we have a sys-
tem in which banks are predomi-
nantly publicly owned. So, the pro-
blem is, in some sense, the result of
the state allowing the use of banks
for certain purposes.

Why do you think the
government has opted for a bad
bank over directly infusing
capital into banks?

AR: These so-called bad loans have
been completely 100% provisioned.
However, the manpower of these
banks is still spent on recovery and
supervision. Now, it’s important
that these loans be moved to a sepa-
rate entity which is exclusively fo-
cused on recovery, so that the bank
can then focus on its core business,
which is business development, giv-
ing new loans, credit growth, etc.

And it is not an exclusive ‘either...
or’ for banks. For their growth,
banks will need to be infused with
additional capital to achieve the cre-
dit growth needed to get to 7-8%
GDP growth. So, the government
will continue to pour more capital
into banks, while bad loans will be
moved to a separate entity.

CPC: I think we have to see this in
the context of accumulated bad
debt of banks being addressed over
a period of time through various
mechanisms. First, we had the Lok
Adalats, then the debt recovery tri-
bunal, and then the SARFAESI (Se-
curitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest) Act, which is
supposed to give creditors much
more power to be able to recover
debt. Then we had the IBC (Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code). The
understanding till recently was that
the IBC would allow quick resolu-
tion, and the haircut that the banks
would have to take would be rela-
tively small. If you have a govern-
ment that is committed to a conser-
vative fiscal stance, then to think of
going through a process in which
these large amounts of accumulated
debt will be cleared, which is essen-
tially a process of partial write-off
and recapitalisation, cannot be sus-
tained if the haircuts are large.
When IBC started, it appeared as if
you’re going to get a pretty high rate
of recovery. As we moved along, the
rate of recovery began to decline
quite sharply. So, the point is, by
adopting a bad bank mechanism,
the government seems to think it
will be in a position to paper over
this contradiction — the need to re-
solve the bad loan problem and its
unwillingness to allocate significant
amounts from its Budget.

DATA POINT

inherent part of community culture

RAVI MITTAL

The Panchayati Raj, first adopted by
Nagaur in Rajasthan on October 2,
1959, has expanded vastly. There are
now 2,60,512 Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs) represented by about 31
lakh elected members across India.
This system of local self-governance,
where people in the villages partici-
pate in the decision-making process,
is the backbone of democracy. The
People’s Plan Campaign and Vibrant
Gram Sabha Dashboard, rolled out
this year, aspire to strengthen the
Panchayati Raj system by making
gram sabhas more vibrant.

A bottom-up approach

Unlike other disasters like earth-
quakes, COVID-19 is an unusual crisis
as it is long-drawn and affects people
everywhere. When the tra-
ditional top-down disaster
response system was com-
promised during the bad
months of the pandemic, it
was PRIs that played a re-
markable role.  They
helped reduce risks, res-
ponded swiftly and thus
helped people recover quickly. The
PRIs provided essential leadership at
the local level. They performed both
regulatory and welfare functions. For
instance, during the nationwide lock-
down, PRIs set up containment
zones, arranged transport, identified
buildings for quarantining people
and provisioned food for the incom-
ing migrants. Moreover, effective im-
plementation of welfare schemes like
MGNREGA and the National Rural Li-
velihood Mission quickened the pace
of recovery while ensuring support
to the vulnerable population.

Gram sabhas act as a sounding
board for diverse ideas and opinions.
They provide a platform to build con-
sensus and make resolutions in the
community’s interest. During the
pandemic,, gram sabhas resolved to
adhere to COVID-19 norms. In addi-
tion, regular engagement with fron-
tline workers like ASHA workers and
Anganwadi workers through commit-
tees bridged the trust gap between
the community and the officials.

By representing diverse communi-
ties, PRIs mobilise them effectively.
During the COVID-19 crisis, they or-

CcM
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ganised community-based surveil-
lance systems involving village el-
ders, the youth and self-help groups
(SHGs) to keep a strict vigil in quaran-
tine centres and monitor symptoms
in households. More recently, their
role in mobilising citizens for CO-
VID-19 vaccination is exemplary.

Building capacity

The Yokohama strategy during the
International Decade for Natural Dis-
aster Reduction in May 1994 empha-
sised that it is important to focus on
disaster prevention, mitigation and
preparedness rather than disaster
response alone, to reduce vulnerabil-
ity. In this respect, certain initiatives
can be taken to build the capacity of
PRIs. One, it is crucial to include dis-
aster management chapters in Pan-
chayat Raj Acts and make disaster
planning and spending part
of Panchayati Raj develop-
ment plans and local-level
committees. This will en-
sure citizen-centric map-
ping and planning of re-
sources. Various insurance
products customised to lo-
cal needs will build financial
resilience of the community.

Two, conducting regular location-
specific training programmes for the
community and organising platforms
for sharing best practices will streng-
then individual and institutional ca-
pacities. Assigning roles to individual
members and providing them with
the necessary skills can make such
programmes more meaningful.

Three, since the community is
usually the first responder in case of
a disaster, community-based disaster
management plans would help.
These would provide a strategy for
resource utilisation and maintenance
during a disaster. Such plans should
tap the traditional wisdom of local
communities which will complement
modern practices. Moreover, finan-
cial contributions from the commun-
ity should be encouraged through
the establishment of community dis-
aster funds in all gram panchayats. It
is imperative to make disaster resi-
lience an inherent part of the com-
munity culture now more than ever.
Ravi Mittal is Chief Executive Officer of the
Zila Panchayat in Raigarh, Chhattisgarh
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The government will
continue to pour more
capital into banks while
bad loans will be moved to
a separate entity.

AJIT RANADE

C

What is the need for a public
bad bank when India already
has a number of private asset
reconstruction companies
(ARCs)?

AR: What the NARCL is doing is pro-
viding an asset resolution platform,
which is for the banks and by the
banks. There have been some 28-
odd private ARCs, which have per-
haps not performed. Under the bad
bank, asset acquisition and trustee-
ship has been segregated from asset
resolution. The primary purpose of
the IDRCL is resolution through spe-
cialists who can salvage some value.
Even if they can recover only 25%,
that’s more than what the current
record shows. The IDRCL will ac-
tually have incentive to resolve
debts efficiently because of the pro-
fit-sharing arrangement. So, the in-
centives are aligned.

CPC: The government has said that
of the %2 lakh crore, it will be in a
position to cover only as much as
330,600 crore. So, you’re going to
be in a situation where the banks
are still going to carry the burden
and take a hit to their profitability.
On the other hand, if you look at
those who defaulted, a large num-
ber of them being big corporates,
they are going to walk away with
their debts resolved at steep dis-
counts. Banks might be left with
perhaps not new losses, but with
losses nevertheless, which have al-
ready been provided for, whereas

Air thick with pollutants

Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra were the largest emitters of PM2.5 as
of 2015, according to a study by the Council on Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW). The study analysed emission estimates from five
datasets that track air pollution. U.P. emerged as the top emitter in all
the five datasets. Domestic fuel used in households was the leading
contributor of emissions, followed by industrial production. In 18 of the
36 States/UTs, households contributed over half the emissions.

By The Hindu Data Team

976 kilotonnes per year (kt/year) while in
Maharashtra they ranged between 415
and 592 kt/year

1 Emissions in U.P. ranged between 588 and

In Punjab and Haryana, a
significant share of the

agricultural waste burning

emissions was caused by

those who defaulted would be let off
in terms of their assets not being
seized in significant measure.

AR: These are two different things.
One is to go after the defaulters and
the other is to recover the asset and
salvage value from it. Corporates
are not going to go scot-free. If there
is an established criminal negli-
gence or criminal activity, there is a
separate process for that. Moreover,
the bad bank is focusing the ener-
gies of banking personnel. The bad
bank is not to be seen as a recurring
thing wherein balances will keep
moving from the existing banking
balance sheets into this structure. If
that happens, you are inviting the
tendency of what we call moral ha-
zard, as then there is no effort from
the bank per se to try and recover.

Do you think the bad bank,
which is essentially owned by
the troubled banks themselves,
will have a different incentive
structure to efficiently resolve
loans?

AR: The staffing, the pay scale, etc.
in the IDRCL will be different. For
example, when the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) runs an asset management
company, the AMC employees are
not on the same pay scale as the SBI.
So, we have to recognise that the in-
centives, pay structure, staffing, ta-
lent, and ultimately governance...
that’s what’s going to matter.

CPC: There is a lack of clarity about
certain things. One is the discount
which is going to be negotiated bet-
ween the NARCL and the banks.
Once the bad debt is moved on to
the books of NARCL, it will be hand-
ed over to the IDRCL. Now, as in the
case of private ARCs in the past,
both these entities would also be
charging a managerial fee. So,
they’re going to cover a large part of
their costs through the managerial
fee charged to manage and dispose
of these assets. What is going to be
the incentive to try and get the max-
imum price possible from these bad
loans is not really clear.

AR: The difference is that in the
case of the existing ARCs, there is no
guarantee for the value that will be
recovered from the security receipt.
So, typically, the average purchase
price of bad loans by existing ARCs
is something like 36%, but there is
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no backing for the security receipts;
these receipts may end up being of
zero value. The actual recovery
could be just one-fourth of the 36%,
which is 9%. In the new structure,
the average purchase price will be
lower, but the security receipts for
the remainder of the value will be
covered by the government up to
330,600 crore. That in itself chang-
es the incentives.

Does the bad bank proposal
actually address the root causes
of the banking crisis or is this
justa temporary band aid?

AR: The fact is that over the last few
years, the NPA ratio has been
mounting and we’ve tried many
things. We now need to bring the
problem to manageable propor-
tions. In that sense, the bad bank is
taking a small chunk out of the over-
all NPAs. But NPAs will continue to
grow. Bad loans are a function of bu-
siness cycles — during down cycles,
the bad loan ratio increases, but in
up cycles, the bad loan ratio comes
down. The idea is to keep it within
manageable proportions.

CPC: There is a structural issue in-
volved here. As opposed to the
1980s and 1990s, an overwhelming
share of defaulted debt in this round
has been corporate debt. Why did
this come about? Earlier, financing
capital-intensive projects was seen
as something which had to happen
through the government’s budget or
through development finance insti-
tutions specialised in development
finance. There was also the idea that
you could finance these invest-
ments through long-term capital
available through an active bond
market, which India does not have
to a significant extent. The govern-
ment decided that it cannot mobil-
ise the resources to finance invest-
ments and decided to get financial
institutions to set up commercial
banks. Therefore, the burden of fi-
nancing these investments was
transferred by the state to the public
banks. And banks are not supposed
to do too much of this because there
are significant liquidity and maturi-
ty mismatches. So, we got this pro-
blem because we have put the bur-
den of finance of a certain kind on
banks, which should not have been
put on banks, which sometimes gets
concealed by focusing on some
frauds here and there.
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Emissions due to domestic
3fuel use/residential sector

accounted for 44% of the
total emissions

1. TOP EMITTERS | The table shows PM2.5 emissions (in
kt/year) in all States/UTs recorded by the databases*.
Barring TERI, for which the latest data were for 2016,
the other sources have data until 2015. A State which
features among the top-five emitters in a database is
shaded Bl . Those which are ranked from 6 to 15 are
shaded [ and those ranked 16 or lower are shaded
. Only Maharashtra and U.P. feature among the top
five emitters across all data sources

Maharashtra

Odisha

588
415
403
285
291

816 976
592 429
17 366

2. LEADING POLLUTANT | The chart shows the five major sources of

PM2.5 emissions in the country according to SMoG
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SMoG is a pollution database maintained

by lIT Bombay, between 1985 and 2015

3. STATE-WISE SHARE | The table shows the % share of various
sources of PM2.5 emission among States with an emission burden
of over 200 kt/year, according to SMoG. The leading source of
emissions is shaded E. In 11 of the 16 States listed, domestic fuel
or the residential sector was the leading contributor. This sector
accounted for more than half of the total emissions in Bihar, U.P.,
West Bengal and Rajasthan. Agricultural burning accounted for
nearly 80% of PM2.5 emissions in Punjab

Rajasthan 31

Tamil Nadu 365

Bihar

Chhattisgarh

Gujarat

Punjab

A.P. 329 | 342 | 251 328 | 221
Karnataka 305 | 343 | 256 | 381 | 256
Telangana 198 | 178 | 169 250 | 184
Haryana 145 171 122 270 | 222
Jharkhand 154 412 (180 | 243 | 152
Assam 173 142 |90 134 | 175
Kerala 81 125 | 87 102 | 100
J&K 63 49 |46 60 |70
HP 32 30 |17 29 |71
NCT of Delhi | 30 76 9 34 |32
Uttarakhand | 28 47 26 52 110
Meghalaya 15 24 14 17 40
Tripura 14 10 10 8 41
Manipur 13 19 11 12 33
A.P. 10 13 6 13 41
Nagaland 9 17 9 9 35
Goa 6 3 2 5 35
Mizoram 6 8 5 4 33
Sikkim 3 2 1 1 29
Puducherry 3 46 |2 2

fuel production | port plants | waste
burning
. 3.5 2.3 3.0
: . 31 8.0 4.9
: 12.3 3.9 20.9 2.3
Rajasthan 28.4 39 12.1 2.2
Karnataka 31.0 3.8 10.5 7.6
Jharkhand 18.4 2.5 30.6 2.5
Maharashtra 27.7 39 15.4 8.2
Tamil Nadu 28.0 4.2 19.5 3.9
Gujarat 34 12.6 3.2
2.6 22.7 13.5
4.7 22.3 7.6
Haryana 3.2 10.8 ﬁ
Odisha 2.9 16.4 2.9
Telangana 3.1 26.2 5.9
Chhattisgarh s 1.2 2.9
Punjab 10.2 5.2 0.8 4.3

*EDGAR: Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research |
ECLIPSE: Evaluating the Climate and Air Quality Impacts of Shortlived
Pollutants | REAS: Regional Emission Inventory in Asia | SMoG: Speciated
Multipolluter Generator | TERI: The Energy and Resources Institute

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 8, 1971

Chou’s remark a step forward: PM

New Delhi, Oct. 7: The Prime Minister, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, has welcomed for what it is
worth the reported remark of Mr. Chou En-
lai to a group of visiting Americans in Peking
that he was prepared to accept the Soviet
and Indian assurances that the Treaty of
Friendship signed by them was not directed
against China. Asked to comment on the Chi-
nese statement by the waiting pressmen on
her arrival in Simla to-day for the AICC (R)
session, Mrs. Gandhi simply said: “What can
I'say? Don’t you think it is a good thing? This
is what we have been saying all along (that
the Treaty was not aimed at any third coun-
try).” According to news agency reporting
from Simla, Mrs. Gandhi was asked whether
Mr. Chou’s statement would facilitate nor-
malisation of Sino-Indian relations. She re-
plied: “This is one small step forward. Only
the future can say whether it would facilitate
normalisation.” But the External Afffairs Mi-
nister, Mr. Swaran Singh, who returned this
morning from United Nations was more
guarded in his comment on the Chinese
statement. With his characteristic caution,
he tried to explain away his reticence with
the remark that if Mr. Chou could take two
months to react to the Indo-Soviet Treaty,
there was no good reason why India should
rush in with its reaction to what the Chinese
had said about it.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 8, 1921

Edakulam troubles

Camp Shoranur, October 7: Trouble in Edak-
ulam which took place recently have mortal-
ly terrified the public who are fleeing to dif-
ferent parts. Of the Christians sufferers some
have gone to Palghat side. The Nambudiris
of the adjoining places, men, women and
children, are running to Cochin State for
shelter. The Nambudiri ladies and children
who do not get into Railway trains are now
seen travelling in large numbers as the roads
and by-paths are not safe for their journey as
usual. Damage wrought by rebels to private
property at Edakulam are reported to be
severe. I learn from a reliable source that the
Rajas of Nilambur are seriously contemplat-
ing to move away from Calicut where they
are now residing to convenient places in Co-
chin State and that they are in search of
proper residences for their long and contin-
uous stay for sometime. As relations of some
of the princes of the Cochin Royal family
through their wives it is likely they will get
proper accommodation whereever they
want in Cochin.
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Principal, teacher shot
dead in Srinagar school

Scores of teachers belong-
ing to a minority communi-
ty headed home early on
Thursday. They were ac-
companied by Muslim col-
leagues. Several shops
owned by members of mi-
nority communities also
closed before the sunset in
parts of Srinagar.

“There is a deep sense of
insecurity amongst the mi-
nority in Valley at the mo-
ment. Received frantic calls,
fear in the voice sent shivers
down my spine,” Peoples
Democratic Party’s leader
Mohit Bhan, a Kashmiri
Pandit, said.

A TRF spokesman, in a
statement issued online,
said, “Shaheed Gazi Squad
carried out the attack.
These teachers had on Au-
gust 15 harassed and
warned parents with dire
consequences if any stu-
dent did not attend the Au-
gust 15 function. We want to
make it crystal clear that
outsider domicile holders,
stooges and collaborators,
whatsoever their religion,
won’t be spared”.

Director General of Pol-
ice Dilbag Singh, who visit-
ed the spot, said, “This is an
attempt to defame local
Muslims of Kashmir. Killing
innocent civilians, includ-
ing teachers, is a move to at-
tack and damage the age-
old tradition of communal
harmony and brotherhood
in Kashmir. The police have

One killed in
CRPF firing

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

A person was killed in a
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) firing after a
vehicle allegedly “jumped”
a checkpoint at Anantnag in
south Kashmir on Thursday
evening. A police
spokesman said a vehicle
without a number plate was
signalled to stop at a
checkpoint established by
the CRPF’s 80 Battalion
near Monghal Bridge in
Anantnag. “However, it
rushed towards the
checkpoint. Troops fired
upon in self-defence, in
which one person died. But
the driver of the vehicle
managed to escape from
the spot,” the spokesman
stated.

got some clues and leads
about the killers in the pre-
vious cases. The police will
nab the killers very soon.”

Lieutenant Governor Ma-
noj Sinha, who chaired a
meeting of security officials,
said, “The attacks are a part
of a conspiracy in the back-
drop of increasing tourist
influx and planned indus-
trial investment in Kashmir.
A befitting reply will be gi-
ven to the attackers.”

Tanzanian novelist
wins Nobel Prize

Mr. Gurnah left Africa as a
refugee in the 1960s amid
the persecution of citizens
of Arab origin under Presi-
dent Abeid Karume’s re-
gime in Zanzibar where he
grew up, when the peaceful
liberation from British colo-
nial rule led to a revolution.
He was only able to return
to Zanzibar in 1984, allow-
ing him to see his father
shortly before his death.

“I think its just brilliant
and wonderful,” Mr. Gurnah
told Reuters when asked
how he felt to win the prize.
“It’s just great - its just a big
prize, and such a huge list of
wonderful writers - I am still

taking it in,” he said.

“It was such a complete
surprise that I really had to
wait until I heard it an-
nounced before I could be-
lieve it.”

Though Swahili was his
first language, English be-
came Mr. Gurnah’s literary
tool when he began writing
as a 21-year-old.

He has drawn inspiration
from Arabic and Persian
poetry as well as the Koran,
but the English-language
tradition, from William Sha-
kespeare to V. S. Naipaul,
would especially mark his
work, the Swedish Academy
said.

SC questions income
limit for EWS quota

The court was hearing a
batch of petitions filed by
NEET aspirants challenging
a July 29 notification of the
Centre announcing 27% qu-
ota to OBCs and 10% reser-
vation to EWS in the all-India
quota category.

The three-judge Bench
led by Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud did not agree with the
suggestion from Additional
Solicitor General K.M. Na-
traj, appearing for the go-
vernment, to leave the “larg-
er” issue of what led to
income criterion of I8 lakh
for the Constitution Bench.
Mr. Natraj said the three-
judge Bench should confine
itself to the limited problem
of whether or not to stay the
July 29 notification.

“What is being referred to
a larger Bench is the validity
of the 103rd Constitution
Amendment, we are here
confronted with the imple-
mentation of that Amend-
ment... No, no Mr. Natraj,
you have to tell us what exer-
cise was done before I8 lakh
was decided as the cut-off,”
Justice Chandrachud said
firmly.

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices Vikram Nath and
B.V. Nagarathna, asked the
Centre to file an affidavit ex-
plaining the “basis” on
which 8 lakh was arrived at
as the economic cut-off to be
applied uniformly across the
country to identify benefici-
aries for reservation under
the EWS quota.

“Tell us what is the basis
of 38 lakh... You can’t just
say it is a matter of policy...
What is the indicia of back-
wardness for EWS which has
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been applied and what exer-
cise has been done for arriv-
ing at this by the govern-
ment,” Justice Chandrachud
asked the government side.

Mr. Natraj responded that
the Union Cabinet had de-
cided on the %8 lakh crite-
rion “with proper notings
and everything”.

“But everything has to be
approved by the Cabinet.
That is the Rules of Business.
We are on something more
fundamental... like what was
the study done? You have to
demonstrate what is the da-
ta before you, who carried
out the study, what were the
contemporaneous statistics
which the government had
borne in mind while decid-
ing on ¥8 lakh as cut-off to be
applied for EWS quota un-
iformly...” Justice Chandra-
chud said.

The Bench said even the
103rd Amendment had said
“each State will define eco-
nomic backwardness with
reference to income”. The
court said it had been left to
each State.

Nuanced analysis

“Can you say I8 lakh eve-
rywhere qualifies as EWS or
is there a need to have a
more nuanced analysis to
EWS of having different
yardsticks to different parts
of the country based on cost
of living, HRA, etc,” Justice
Chandrachud asked the
government.

Mr. Natraj conceded that
economic parameters could
change even within a single
State. Earning capacity
might differ from town to
town within a State.
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Intolerance and vandalism in
Afghanistan of concern: India

Taliban vigilantes entered main gurdwara of Kabul and removed CCTV cameras

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Reports of intolerance and
vandalism raise concerns
across the world and in In-
dia, said a senior official here
on Thursday. Addressing the
weekly press briefing, Offi-
cial Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said the international
community continued to in-
sist that the Taliban should
fulfil the goals outlined in the
UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 2593, which expects the
Taliban to form an inclusive
government and foster free-
dom and diversity.

“Iwould like to begin with
UNSC Resolution 2593. This
articulates and guides the
collective approach of the
global community towards
Afghanistan. The resolution
talks of ensuring that the Af-
ghan territory is not used for
terrorist acts, it talks of safe
passage of Afghans and fo-
reign nationals. The report-
s...of vandalism and intole-
rance  obviously raise

Safe hands: In this photo dated August 24, 2021, Sikh
devotees receive the Guru Granth Sahib brought from
Afghanistan to New Delhi. =v.v. krisHNAN

concerns, not just for us but
across the world and it is im-
portant that the internation-
al community continues to
insist on fulfilment of the
goals outlined in the UN Se-
curity Council Resolution
2593,” said Mr. Bagchi in res-
ponse to a question that
asked for India’s response to
reports of vandalism in a
Sikh place of worship in
Kabul.

A team of Taliban vigi-
lantes entered the main

gurdwara of Kabul and re-
moved CCTV cameras on
Tuesday. They also detained
the local guards of the shrine
for some time.

The reports from Kabul
coincided with the news that
Anas Haqgani, of Taliban-
aligned Hagqani Network vi-
sited the tomb of Mahmoud
of Ghazni who had invaded
India and plundered the
Somnath temple multiple
times in the early medieval
era. Mr /Haqgani had

[IT-M study finds Cauvery
affected by contamination

Researchers find pharmaceutically active compounds in water

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

A study done by researchers
of the Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras (IIT-M)
has found that contami-
nants, including pharma-
ceutically  active  com-
pounds, personal care
products, plastics, flame re-
tardants, heavy metals and
pesticides, pollute the Cauv-
ery.

This underscores the
need to regularly monitor
the river and its tributaries
for pharmaceutical contami-
nation, the researchers said.
The contamination is partic-
ularly serious because India
is the second largest phar-
maceutical manufacturer.

Drug compounds, when
released into waterbodies
even in minuscule amounts,
can harm human beings and
the ecosystem in the long
term, the researchers said,
calling for upgrading waste-
water treatment systems.

SC not to
intervene in
plea on NPAs

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to inter-
vene in a petition filed by
Rajya Sabha member Sub-
ramanian Swamy for fram-
ing guidelines to check the
menace of the ever-rising
Non Performing Assets in
the banking sector.

A Bench led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud said the
petition might not be “jud-
icially manageable” as it
treads into the domain of
policy of the Executive and
the Reserve Bank of India.

The court, however, al-
lowed Dr. Swamy to make a
representation before the
RBI which may consider
whether any of its guide-
lines need modification.

“How can we frame gui-
delines for the ever-rising
NPAs. RBI has issued gui-
delines from time to time.
It is not possible for the
court to tread into the do-
main of the Executive,” the
court said.

Dr. Swamy had urged
the court to constitute a
committee for framing gui-
delines to control the rise
of NPAs.

However, Justice Vikram
Nath on the Bench, along
with Justice B.V. Nagarath-
na, said the Union of India
does anyway issue guide-
lines on the issue from
time to time.

Dr. Swamy said these
guidelines does not bar the
court from constituting a
committee.

Researchers taking samples
from the river for the study.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The study also highlighted
the need to assess the long-
term impact of such contam-
ination on human health and
the ecosystem.

The study was carried out
with funding from the Water
Technology Initiative of the
Department of Science and
Technology and the Natural
Environment Research
Council in the U.K. The find-
ings were published in an in-
ternational peer-reviewed

journal.

A team of researchers
from the IIT, led by Ligy Phi-
lip, who is the Nita and KG
Ganapathi Institute Chair
Professor, Department of Ci-
vil Engineering, quantified
the seasonal distribution of
emerging contaminants and
pollutants in the Cauvery.
The researchers monitored
the water quality for two
years to assess the seasonal
variation of emerging conta-
minants, especially pharma-
ceutically active
compounds.

The team collected water
samples from 22 locations
along the entire stretch. The
quality of water in the catch-
ments was also monitored. It
found that water quality and
the levels of pharmaceutical
contaminants were in-
fluenced by the monsoon.
The levels were high after
monsoon owing to the re-
duced riverine flow and con-
tinuous waste discharge.

praised the Sultan for setting
up an Islamic rule in the re-
gion. In response, Mr Bagchi
reiterated that the the UNSC
Resolution 2593 has asked
Afghanistan to be shaped as
a country that respects mi-
norities and women.

India continues to main-
tain ambiguity towards the
Taliban and has not yet res-
ponded to the Taliban’s com-
munication to the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
to restart air services to Ka-
bul. Mr. Bagchi said there is
no update yet on the re-
quest. “It’s a complicated
and sensitive matter,” he
said, explaining that the air
service could not be dealt
with separately from ties
between India and Afghanis-
tan. India had not been able
to fly evacuation flights since
the situation in the capital ci-
ty of Afghanistan became
unstable in late August. Ma-
ny Sikh and Hindu citizens of
Afghanistan remain in Kabul
and other Afghan cities.

I-T raid detects 31,050 cr.
transactions in Maharashtra

It involved cash paid by bureaucrats’

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

The Income Tax (I-T) de-
partment searches on a big
syndicate involving certain
businessmen and middle-
men in Maharashtra and
some persons holding pu-
blic offices have led to the
detection of transactions to
the tune of 1,050 crore.

According to the agency,
the funds in question in-
volved the cash paid by bu-
reaucrats for key postings
under a certain Ministry
and the cash transferred by
the contractors for getting
payments released.

The I-T department has
not disclosed the names of
the individuals concerned.

The operation was
launched on September 23,
based on the intelligence
developed over the past six
months. The agency co-
vered 25 residential and 15
office premises. Surveys
were also carried out at
four offices.

“Some suites in Oberoi
Hotel in Mumbai, perma-
nently rented by two of the

middlemen and used for
meeting their clients, were
also subjected to searches.
The syndicate, consisting
of businessmen, middle-
men, associates and per-
sons holding public offices,
used various code names in
their records and, in one
case, had backdated re-
cords by 10 years,” said the
agency.

The middlemen provid-
ed end-to-end services to
corporates and entrepre-
neurs from land allotment
to getting all governmental
clearances. They also used
angadiyas (couriers) for
transferring funds.

The seized documents
included a summary of ov-
erall cash generated and
disbursed, giving the par-
ticulars of the amounts re-
ceived and receivable, each
being more than 3200
crore. A major part of the
collected cash had been
distributed among various
persons. Some of the sus-
pects had their own real es-
tate and construction busi-
nesses.

Cut fuel prices on all days
of Navaratri, says Congress

Party spokesperson ‘worships empty LPG cylinder in protest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In a unique form of protest
against the 15 increase in
the retail price of cooking
gas, Congress spokesperson
Alka Lamba on Thursday
“worshipped” an empty
cooking gas cylinder soon af-
ter addressing a press confe-
rence at the party headquar-
ters on the issue of rising
prices of LPG and other pe-
troleum products.

On Thursday, the retail
prices touched a record high
— a litre of petrol reached
%103.24 in Delhi and %109.25
in Mumbai. In addition, a
non-subsidised LPG cylinder
in Delhi now costs ¥899.50.

‘Increased nine times’

At the press meet, Ms. Lam-
ba demanded that the Union
Government continuously
reduce the prices of cooking
gas, diesel and petrol on all
the nine days of Navaratri.
The Congress spokesperson

Neeraj’s javelin goes for 1.5 cr.

in e-auction of gifts given to PM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The javelin used by Olympic
gold medalist Neeraj Chopra
received the highest bid in
the auction of gifts given to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that started on Sep-
tember 17.

The auction was sche-
duled to end on Thursday,
however, there were still
some items out of the 1,348
mementos that were yet to
be sold. A Culture Ministry
official said bidding on some
items was on as of Thursday
night, but bidding on most
items, including the sports
gear used by Olympic and
Paralympic athletes, had
been closed in the evening.

In a statement, the Minis-
try said over 8,600 bids
were received during the e-
auction on pmmementos-
.gov.in.

N

Dream collection: The memorabilia on display at the National

Gallery of Modern Art. =pTi

“The maximum number
of bids were received by the
sculpture of Sardar Patel
(140 bids), wooden Ganesha
(117 bids), memento of Pune
metro line (104 bids) and
memento of Victory flame
(98 bids). The favourite picks
in terms of the highest bid
value were Neeraj Chopra’s
javelin (R1.5 crore), auto-
graphed fence of Bhavani

Devi (%1.25 crore), Sumit An-
til’s javelin (X1.002 crore),
Angavastra autographed by
the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
contingent (X1 crore) and
Lovlina Borgohain’s boxing
gloves (%91 lakh),” the Minis-
try said.

The proceeds of the auc-
tion would go towards the
Namami Gange Mission to
rejuvenate the Ganga.

Aryan Khan, seven others sent
to judicial custody for 14 days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
A court here on Thursday
sent Aryan Khan, son of Bol-
lywood actor Shah Rukh
Khan, and seven others to
14-day judicial custody in
connection with the alleged
seizure of banned drugs
from a cruise ship off the
Mumbai coast.

Their bail applications
will be heard on Friday, the

court said. The Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) had
sought an extension of their
custody, but the request was
not granted.

Aryan Khan, Munmun
Dhamecha and Arbaaz Mer-
chant were arrested by the
NCB on October 3 following
a raid on a Goa-bound ship,
while the other five were ar-
rested the next day.

They were produced be-

fore Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate R.M. Ner-
likar who sent them in

judicial custody even as the

probe agency sought exten-
sion of remand till October
11.

Also, the Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate re-
manded four persons, who
are said to be the “event or-
ganisers”, in NCB custody
till October 14.
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Forms of protest: Congress leader Alka Lamba addressing a
press conference on the LPG price hike in New Delhi. =p1i

said petrol and diesel prices
had been increased nine
times between September
24 and October 7.

“Since one woke up to the
news of a 15 hike in LPG cy-
linders on the first day of
Navaratri, I would request
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that the price be re-
duced for all the days of Nav-
aratri,” she said.

Senior leader Digvijaya

Singh, who heads a party pa-
nel on planning agitations,
took to Twitter to target the
government over the price
rise.

“Petrol and diesel prices
continue to rise. Modi-Shah
Government is taking mo-
ney out of the pockets of the
general public and filling
their own treasury, only to
further spend it on big cor-
porate,” he said.

Indian forces to carry
out exercise with UK.

Joint Army training on at Chaubatia

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

India’s armed forces are
scheduled to carry out an
exercise with the UK’s
Queen Elizabeth carrier
strike group later this
month as it heads back
home after its maiden oper-
ational deployment in the
Indian Ocean.

In another development,
the second meeting of the
India-UK. Joint Working
Group (JWG) on cyber ca-
pacity-building was held on
Thursday through video-
conferencing.

Separately, the Army
said, the sixth edition of the
India-U.K. joint company-le-
vel military training, Exer-
cise Ajeya Warrior, had
commenced at Chaubatia,
Uttarakhand, and would
culminate on October 20.

On the naval exercise, a
defence official observed
that it was scheduled to be

held in October third week,
for which the modalities
were being worked out. The
triservice components were
being finalised.

U.K. Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss is likely to visit In-
dia coinciding with the exer-
cise, it has been learnt.

In July, India and the U.K.
participated in a two-day bi-
lateral Passage Exercise
(PASSEX) with the Royal Na-
vy Carrier Strike Group
(CSG-21), led by HMS Queen
Elizabeth, in the Bay of Ben-
gal as the carrier was pass-
ing through.

India and the U.K. are al-
so in talks for a bilateral lo-
gistics support agreement.

As part of training, both
the Armies would familiar-
ise with each other’s wea-
pons, equipment, tactics,
techniques and procedures
for carrying out joint mili-
tary operations, the Army
noted in a statement.

14,00,000/-.

Name of Patient:
years. Hospital Name: Christian Medical College.
Diagnosis: Thalassemia Major. This is a type of life
threatening blood disorder. The best option for her
would be to undergo Allogeneic Peripheral Blood
Stem Cell Transplantat (PBSCT)). The estimated
cost of PBSCT at this hospital is approximately Rs.

We request Kind Hearted Philanthropists to save her.
Kindly send donation by Cheque/D.D/M.O Favouring
Save Poor Lives and on the back of Cheque write A/c Kanak Deepak
Manwani. Our Account Details: S/B Account No. 20000913487,
State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch, and IFSC Code:
SBIN0001855. You can donate Google pay No0.9884607377, UPI Id:
savepoorlives@oksbi which is exempted under 80G of I.T. Act.
Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE
TRUST, (ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A1, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor,
Old No.76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028.
Ph: 044-42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail: savepoorlives@
gmail.com Our website: www.savepoorlives.com.

APPEAL

Kanak Deepak Manwani, 8
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Maneka, Varun out of BJP national executive

U.P. government forms
panel to probe killings

IG says different teams have been formed to crack the case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A single-member inquiry
commission under retired
Allahabad High Court judge
Pradeep Kumar Srivastava
will investigate the Lakhim-
pur Kheri incident, in which
eight persons, including
four farmers, were killed,
the Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment said on Thursday.

The commission will com-
plete its probe in two
months.

On Monday, a judicial
probe was promised by the
Yogi Adityanath Govern-
ment to the families of the
four farmers who were
killed after they refused to
cremate the bodies and
parked them in glass enclo-
sures at the site of the inci-

In protest: A candle light
march in Amritsar over the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident.

dent in Tikonia.
Inspector-General of Pol-
ice Laxmi Singh said they
had formed different teams
for the case. While evading
questions on why Ashish
Mishra, son of Union Minis-
ter of State for Home Affairs
Ajay Kumar Mishra, was not

Farm unions to meet
today on U.P. violence

General body meeting at Singhu today

PRISCILLA JEBARA]J
NEW DELHI

Amid growing frustration
that the prime accused in
the Lakhimpur Kheri case
has still not been arrested
four days after the incident,
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) platform of protest-
ing farm unions will hold its
general body meeting at the
Singhu border on Friday to
decide on the next course of
action.

“October 12 is the antim
ardaas [final rites] day for
the martyrs of Lakhimpur
Kheri. Unless our demands
are met, unless the Minister
of State Ajay Mishra is
sacked and his son arrested,
we will not hesitate to give a
call for a major morcha to
ensure justice for farmers.
The specifics of the action
will be decided on Friday,”
said Abhimanyu Kohar, an

SKM leader who belongs to
the Rashtriya Kisan
Mahasangh.

Wider impact

Apart from seeking justice
for the Lakhimpur victims,
farmer leaders were also
preparing to discuss the
wider impact of the incident
on the movement. “This
could be seen as a turning
point for the struggle, just
like the police killings of
farmers at Mandsaur in M.P.
in 2017 said another
leader.

The immediate agenda of
the meeting would be the
deadline for arrests and the
resignation of Mr. Mishra.
“The fact that the police al-
lowed the prime accused to
go missing, and the fact that
all of this is happening in the
immediate family of a Minis-
ter for Home Affairs is unbe-
lievable, and reflects the
state of law and order in Ut-
tar Pradesh and the coun-
try,” said a SKM statement.

Rakesh Tikait

At the national level,
farmer leaders dismissed
the idea that Bharatiya Ki-
san Union leader (BKU) Ra-
kesh Tikait, who was the
face of the movement in
western Uttar Pradesh, had
accepted a weak compro-
mise by allowing the angry
crowds at Lakhimpur to dis-
perse before arrests were
made. “Tikait spoke on be-
half of the SKM, and gave a
deadline for action to be ta-
ken. We will not accept
anything less than our de-
mands. This propaganda
pitting Tikait against Punjab
leaders is the lies of the BJP
trying to create a split on re-
gional and communal
lines,” said Jagmohan Singh,
general secretary of the
BKU’s Dakaunda faction.

The SKM said the Uttar
Pradesh Government’s deci-
sion to set up a one-member
judicial commission consist-
ing of a retired judge of the
Allahabad High Court “does
not inspire confidence”,
and reiterated its demand
for an inquiry headed by a
sitting judge of the Supreme
Court into not just the inci-
dent itself, but the motives.
It noted that the State Go-
vernment’s notification, is-
sued just before the Su-
preme Court’s suo motu
hearing, did not mention
the earlier threat issued by
Mr. Mishra or mandate an
inquiry into whether the in-
cident was pre-planned
with the aim of intimidating
and quelling protesters.

yet arrested, she said, “No-
body who has been involved
in the incident will be left
out.”

Ms. Singh said instances
of firing or any firearm inju-
ries had not been found.
“Therefore, we have to pro-
ceed with other evidence,”
she told presspersons.

Police teams visited the
site of the incident along
with forensic teams and re-
covered two cartridges of a
.315 bore firearm. The site
was also searched with a me-
tal detector on Thursday.

The exact sequence of
how the other four were
killed is still unresolved. The
BJP Minister and a party
worker who filed the second
FIR alleged that the four
were lynched by farmers.

Raghu Sharma
AICC in-charge
for Gujarat

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Ending months of specula-
tion, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Thursday
appointed Rajasthan
Health Minister Raghu
Sharma as the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) in-charge for Guja-
rat, Daman and Diu, and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

The appointment is sig-
nificant because it was
speculated that the party
may offer the post of
AICC’s Gujarat in-charge to
former Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee (PCC)
chief Sachin Pilot and “ac-
commodate” him.

However, sources close
to Mr. Pilot indicated that
the former Rajasthan De-
puty Chief Minister was re-
luctant to move out of his
home State.

Dr. Sharma’s appoint-
ment also comes ahead of
the impending Cabinet
reshuffling in the Ashok
Gehlot government, in
which some Ministers are
expected to be dropped to
accommodate Mr. Pilot’s
loyalists.

It also follows a recent
meeting between Mr. Pilot
and former party chief Ra-
hul Gandhi and general se-
cretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra.

Scindia, Smriti among new faces inducted into the 80-member decision-making body of the party

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha members Maneka
Gandhi and her son, Varun
Gandhi, were dropped from
the BJP’s national executive,
while Union Ministers Smriti
Irani and Jyotiraditya Scindia
were among those inducted
into the 80-member deci-
sion-making body of the par-
ty that was announced on
Thursday.

The list was announced
hours after Mr. Gandhi said
via a tweet in the morning
that the video of the Lakhim-
pur Kheri incident, where a
group of farmers was on
Sunday allegedly mowed
down by cars in Union Minis-
ter of State for Home Affairs
Ajay Kumar Mishra’s convoy,
was “crystal clear”.

“...Protesters cannot be si-
lenced through murder.
There has to be accountabil-
ity for the innocent blood of

Party politics: PM Narendra Modi with J.P. Nadda. This is the
first national executive appointed by Mr. Nadda as BJP chief.

farmers that has been spilled
and justice must be deli-
vered before a message of ar-
rogance and cruelty enters
the minds of every farmer,”
he tweeted.

Seeks action

On Monday, Mr. Gandhi
wrote to Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
seeking action in the matter.

BJP president J.P. Nadda
appointed the 80 members,
which included Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi; senior
leaders L.K. Advani and Mur-
li Manohar Joshi; and former
party presidents and current
Union Ministers Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh and Nitin Gad-
kari.

In a statement, the party
said 50 special invitees and

179 permanent invitees, in-
cluding Chief Ministers, De-
puty Chief Ministers, nation-
al spokespersons, presidents
of national wings and State
unit leadership, would be
part of the national execu-
tive committee.

Meeting on Nov. 7?

This was the first appoint-
ment of the national execu-
tive by Mr. Nadda since he
took over as party president
in January 2020. According
to sources, a meeting of the
national executive, which
was last held in 2019 during
Mr. Shah’s tenure as party
president, could be held on
November 7.

Among those dropped
from the nation executive
were former Union Ministers
Mahesh Sharma, Vijay Goel
and C.P. Thakur; current Un-
ion Ministers Rao Inderjit
Singh, Ashwini Kumar Chou-

Ajay Mishra no stranger to controversies

Minister, however, says the cases lodged against him in the past were ‘fake’

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The mowing down of farm-
ers in the Lakhimpur Kheri
incident, in which his son,
Ashish Mishra, is accused of
murder, is not the first burn-
ing controversy in the life of
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Ajay Kumar
Mishra. Before he entered
State-level electoral politics,
Mr. Mishra was in 2000 ac-
cused of murdering a youth
leader of the Samajwadi Par-
ty (SP) in Tikonia. A local ses-
sions court acquitted Mr.
Mishra and three others in
March 2004 in the murder
case of Prabhat Gupta, alias
Raju.

A criminal appeal filed by
Prabhat’s brother, Rajeev
Gupta, is pending before the
Allahabad High Court, which
had in March 2018 reserved
the judgment in the appeal.
But since it could not be deli-
vered later that year, Prab-
hat’s family prayed for it to
be heard again. The last
hearing in the case was on
February 5, 2019. “If justice
was prompt, then justice
would not have deviated so-
mewhere,” Mr. Rajeev, who
was still pursuing the legal
case, told The Hindu.

On September 7, a month
before the incident in Tiko-
nia in which eight persons
were killed, a Division Bench

Burning rage: Protesters burning an effigy of Minister of State
for Home Affairs Ajay Mishra in Ranchi on Monday. =pi

of Justices Rajan Roy and Su-
resh Kumar Gupta directed
the Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment to submit a report and
restore the security that was
earlier granted to Mr. Rajeev
till it disposed the writ peti-
tion filed by him, which was
kept pending.

Mr. Rajeev had ap-
proached the court alleging
that he had faced a threat to
his life, submitting that the
accused in the murder case
of his brother was not just an
MP but also a Minister in the
Government of India. Mr. Ra-
jeev was the pairokar of one
of the witnesses in the case,
Sanjeev Gupta, who was also
his brother. Mr. Rajeev had
told the court that the dis-
trict authorities in Kheri did
not pay heed to his request
for providing security and
that he did not expect fair

play as the accused was an
influential Minister, accord-
ing to the High Court’s order.

Though the lower court
acquitted Mr. Mishra, who
was a vice-president of a dis-
trict cooperative bank at the
time the allegation against
him was made, Mr. Rajeev
maintained his charge 21
years after his brother was
shot dead on July 8, and also
claimed that there were sev-
eral attempts made during
this period to deter him from
fighting the case.

“My father died fighting
the case. My brother was
shot in his temple. Why else
would we fight this case till
today,” said Mr. Rajeev, who
was now associated with
Shivpal Yadav’s party.

According to the FIR
lodged in 2000 and the revi-
sion petition filed by his fath-

er, Santosh Gupta, in 2004 in
the Allahabad High Court, it
was alleged that Prabhat and
Mr. Mishra had a rivalry over
a recently held panchayat
election. On July 8, 2000,
when Prabhat was going to
his shop from his house, he
was fired at on his temple
and between his chest and
abdomen. Prabhat fell on
the ground and died, said
the revision petition. The fa-
mily accused Mr. Mishra and
three others.

On October 5, while an-
swering questions on his
past record, Mr. Mishra said,
“All cases against me had
concluded in my favour.” He
said the cases lodged against
him in the past were “fake”
and attempts to implicate
him had “failed”. The local
police had once also opened
a history sheet in his name,
but it was later quashed.

On September 25, while
warning protesting farmers
to “mend themselves” or
else he would not take more
than two minutes to mend
them himself, Mr. Mishra
had also reminded them of
his record before he was
elected a public representa-
tive and added that he did
“not run from any chal-
lenge”. It was this statement
that allegedly triggered the
protests by farmers on Oc-
tober 3.

bey and Prahlad Singh Patel;
and Rajya Sabha member
Subramanian Swamy.

Some new entrants to the
party had been included in
the national executive, in-
cluding Mr. Scindia and Di-
nesh Trivedi, a former Trina-
mool Congress MP who had
joined the BJP in the run-up
to the West Bengal Assembly
election earlier this year.
Prominent BJP campaigners
and candidates in the Bengal
election, including actor
Mithun Chakraborty and
Swapan Dasgupta, MP, had
also been included in the na-
tional executive.

Union Ministers G. Kishan
Reddy, Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Hardeep Singh Puri, V. Mura-
leedharan, Bhupender Ya-
dav, Anurag Thakur, Mee-
nakshi Lekhi and S.
Jaishankar were also among
those in the national execu-
tive.

‘Upcoming
bypolls a
semi-final

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The growing differences
between allies Janata Dal
(United) and the BJP will
force snap polls in Bihar,
and the upcoming bypolls
for two seats in the State
are “merely the semi-fi-
nal”, Lok Janshakti Party
(Ramvilas) leader Chirag
Paswan said at a press con-
ference in Delhi.

Mr. Paswan was address-
ing his first press confe-
rence after the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
formalised the LJP’s split.
Mr. Paswan’s faction was
now known as the Lok Jan-
shakti Party-Ramvilas (LJP-
R), and his uncle Pashupati
Nath Paras’s faction was
now called Rashtriya Lok
Janshakti Party (RLJP).

“Tell me one major poli-
cy decision on which JD(U)
is ready to support the BJP?
Wasn’t Nitish Kumar stand-
ing against the CAA [Citi-
zenship Amendment Act]
and the NRC [National Re-
gister of Citizens]?... Their
differences will certainly
lead to midterm elections,”
Mr. Paswan said. The LJP
(R) was contesting both the
Bihar Assembly seats, Ta-
rapur and Kusheshwar-
sthan, where bypolls were
scheduled for October 30.

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT CUM MEMBER SECRETARY
RMRS, SMS HOSPITAL, JAIPUR
[Sawai Man Singh Road, Tonk road, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302001]
[Phone 0141-2518222, 2560291, 2518308 Email-ms.smshospital@gmail.com,
cms.smshospital@gmail.com]
No.3265/Store/SMS/MH/2021 Jaipur dated, the 5/10/21

NOTICE INVITING BID

Bids for procurement of 25 Anaesthesia Work Station, 03 Fiberoptic Bronchoscope, 05 Video
Laryngoscope, 10 Laryngoscope with macintosh & miller blades for the use of various Operation
theaters & Trauma centre of this hospital are invited from interested bidders up to 5.00 PM on
26-10-21. Other particular of bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &

http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in)
UBN NO MCJ2122GLOB00125 Medical Superintendent Cum
Member Secretary, RMRS
Sawai Man Singh Hospital
Jaipur

DIPR/C/10238

BJP releases
candidate list
for bypolls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Thursday re-
leased a list of candidates
for the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly bypolls to be held
on October 30.

£ PARADIP PORT TRUST

Name of the work “Connecting
open drains and septic tanks to
STPs (Two Nos.)". Estimated
Cost : ¥10,02,00,823/-, Last Date &
time of submission of Bid up fo :
Dt.25.10.2021 up to 17:00 Hrs.
Refer our website for details :
https:/feprocure.gov.inl/
eprocure/app.

Executive Engineer E&CM

PPT/PR/115/2021-22, DT.07.10.2021

The National Small Industries Corporation Ltd.
(A Govt. of India Enterprise)
Technical Services Centre,

A-1, Industrial Estate, Aligarh-202001, U.P.
NS o c Ph.: 6290392624, 9999489636. Email: ntsecalig@nsic.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The National Small Industries Corporation Limited (NSIC) invites
sealed offers through Tender under two Bid system from eligible
bidders for Supply and Installation of machineries like Single
Spindle Automatic Lathe (Traub Machine), Key Wave Milling

Machine, DM Water Plant, Spot Welding Machine, Air
Conditioners, Desktop Computers, Teaching Aid for their Aligarh
Technical Centre. Last date of submission of Tenders is
29.10.2021 up to 15:00 Hrs.
For details, please visit NSIC's website:
https://www.nsic.co.in/tender/Current-Tenders.aspx
https://www.eprocure.gov.in

General Manager (Centre Head — Aligarh)

i :f.n [ JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY ANANTAPUR
ANANTHAPURAMU - 515 002 (A.P.) INDIA

Ref.NIT No.1&2/JNTUA CEK/FTD/Food Tech. & Food Testing Equipment /2021  Dt:07-10-2021

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are hereby invited from reputed Companies / Agencies /Firms for
the Supply / Installation, Testing and Commissioning of (1) Food Testing
Laboratory Equipment, with Tender ID No.449152 and (2) Food Technology
Laboratory Equipments and Furniture with Tender ID No0.449141 for the
JNTUA College of Engineering, Kalikiri, Chittoor Dist., Tender schedule is
from 08-10-2021 & Last Date of Tender submission on 22-10-2021 by
04.00p.m.

The Schedule & other details of th tender can be downloaded from e-
procurement portal https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in or
http://www.jntua.ac.in

Sd/- Registrar, JNTUA.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
CMG, SDSC -SHAR SRIHARIKOTA -

524124
Brief E-TENDER NOTICE / CORRIGENDUM-A

No:SHAR:CMG:CIVIL:MAINT:E-PT-05(A)/21-22 Dt: 06.10.2021
“Painting of quarters at PCN, SMN & PNN Sullurpeta”
(T/C-21-024, Est. cost ¥73.16 Lakhs); “Water supply line at
PHC” (T/C-21-025, Est. cost ¥16.50 Lakhs); “Arresting
leakages at SMN quarters” (T/C-21-026, Est. cost %21.30
Lakhs); “Painting of school & quarters at PCN” (T/C-21-027,
Est. cost ¥44.64 Lakhs). Sale period extended up to

18.10.2021. Interested tenderers may visit www.isro.gov.in
orwww.tenderwizard.com/ISRO for details.
Sd/- GROUP HEAD, CMG/ SDSC SHAR

(2) TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

MARKETING DEPARTMENT
Roc.No.TTD-34022(31)/118/2021 Dated: 06-10-2021

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e-tenders are invited for procurement of “2826 Nos of Woolen Shawls and 2650 Nos of Woolen
Rugs / Blankets (for one time supply or as per supply schedule issued) from reputed
manufacturers / authorized dealers viz., Raymonds, Bombay dyeing, Digjam, Gwalior, Ashnoor
and Ozwal by the Marketing Department, T.T.D., Tirupati. For Tender Notice and Tender details log
on to the web site http://www.tirumala.org and https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in Click on
current Tenders & select “more” and “Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams-Marketing”. For further
details contact phone numbers: 0877-2264079, 2264555, FaxNo.0877-2264554.

Tender Notification (Through e-procurement)

Sl.| Name of E.M.D. Tender Date of Tender
No.| the item Rs. Period Technical Bid | Financial Bid
1. | 2826 Nos. | 1,00,000.00 One time
Woolen (Rupees One supply or as 21-10-21 21-10-21
Shawls Lakh only) per schedule
2. | 2650 Nos. 75,000.00 One time
Woolen (Rupees supplyoras | 21-10-21 21-10-21
Rugs/ SeventyFive | per schedule
Blankets | Th d only
Roc.No.PR4/13935/Adv.No.189/PR0/2021/Dated:07-10-2021 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The bypolls to the Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Mandi
(Himachal Pradesh) and
Khandwa (Madhya Pra-
desh) Lok Sabha seats were
necessitated following the
deaths of the sitting mem-
bers.

Names of candidates
The BJP would be fielding
Mahesh Gavit from Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Gyanes-
war Patil from Khandwa,
and Brigadier Khushal Tha-
kur (retd.) from Mandi, a
party release said.

The party also an-
nounced the names of 16
candidates for the Assemb-
ly bypolls.

CcM
K

Advt. No. 20/2021

CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN HOMOEOPATHY

(An Autonomous Body of Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India)

61-65, Institutional Area, Opp. D-Block, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058
Ph.: 011-28524415 E-mail: ad.ccrh@yahoo.com, Website: www.ccrhindia.nic.in

Date: 9 October, 2021

Recruitment of Research Officer (Homoeopathy)

On-line applications are invited from Indian nationals for filling up of the posts of
Research Officer (Homoeopathy) as per following details: - i

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & BASIN MANAGER,
SIIBIIIIIIIIIIEI(IIA & BUDHABALANGA BASIN, AT/PO:-LAXMIPOSI, DIST: MAYURBHAN]

Government of Odisha

Bid Identification No.- 12 /21-22 of CEBM, SBB, Laxmiposi

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

“e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Name of post :

Research Officer (Homoeopathy)

No. of posts :

21 (Twenty-one) [Group-A]
(UR-11,SC-03, ST-01, OBC-04, EWS-02) ii.
[One post is reserved for physically handicapped candidate] i

Name of Work

:| “Construction of Kutuni Minor from RD 00M to RD 10730M off
taking at RD 63705M of JLMC with its all Minors & Sub-Minors
including all Structures with Cement concrete lining”

Estimated Cost

:| Rs.2703.00 Lakh

Levelinthe Pay

Level-10 + NPA

Period of Completion

:| 24 (Twenty four) Calendar Months

iv.|Date & Time of availability of |:

11.10.2021 at 10.00 AM

qualifications:

Homoeopathy Central Council Act, 1973.

(ii). Enrolment on the Central Register of CCH or State register
of Homoeopathy.

Matrix : bid document in the portal

Age Limit: Not exceeding 40 years. v. |Last date/time for receipt of|:| 05.11.2021 up to 5.00 PM.
Educationaland | (i). M.D. in Homoeopathy from a recognized Statutory Board bid in the portal

other / Council / University included in the Second Schedule to vi.|Name & Address of the 0.L.T. ;| Chief E & Basin Manag

0/0 the CE&BM Subarnarekha & Budhabalanga Basin,
Laxmiposi, Mayurbhanj

08 November, 2021.

Other terms and conditions are available on the website of the Council,
www.ccrhindia.nic.in. The last date for receipt of on-line applications is

Assistant Director (Admn.)

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal “https://tendersodisha.gov.in” .

Subarnarekha & Budhabalanga Basin, Laxmiposi, Mayurbhanj.

Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,

cebmsbb2019@gmail.com
0IPR-32074/11/0012/2122 =

»

Shivamogga City Corporation, Shivamogga

NO.338=08:500-2:2.650°:24/2021-22 Date:04.10.2021

Tenders are invited through e-procurement portal in Two
Cover system as per Karnataka Transparency in Public
Procurement Rules 1999-2000 and Act 2000 and Stand-
ard Tender Document procedure to undertake the following
works coming under Shivamogga City Corporation limits.
The bidders who are interested in participating through
e-procurement tender can obtain the details in website
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in.

1. Last date to apply for e-tender forms online through e-pro-
curement payment: On 06.11.2021 upto 4.00 P M. 2. Date of
opening of Technical bid through e-procurement: On 08.11.2021
after 4.30 P M. 3. Date of opening of Financial bid through
e-procurement: On 09.11.2021 after 4.30 P M. 4. Pre-bidding
meeting date: 28.10.2021 at 11.30 A M. 5. More details can
be obtained from e-portal and other details from this office dur-
ing office hours. 6. Time for completion of works : 09 months
(including rainy season) 7.Grants: Mahatma Gandhi Nagar
VikasYojana.

SI. No:1 Indent No: 118153 Details of works : Development
works of Mahatma Gandhi Park. Approx. Amount ( Rs in lakhs)
: 300.00 EMD (in Rs) : 3,36,000.00 Class of contractors: Class

2 and above. Grants : Mahatma Gandhi Nagar VikasYojana.

Note: Any changes/modifications to the above tender will be

notified in e-portal only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer (D-2)

Shivamogga City Corporation
Shivamogga

DIPR/SMG/No.13-10
zenkar/2021-22

A ND-NDE

»



Second wave not over: Health Ministry

Oct., Nov. and Dec.
are critical,
says official

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The second COVID-19 wave is
far from over, cautioned the
Health Ministry on Thurs-
day, stating that there are
several districts across India
still in the danger zone.

“Please watch your Octob-
er, November and December
— this is a critical period for
the country. We have to work
together to ensure that CO-
VID-19 doesn’t spread and
peak again,” said Lav Agar-
wal, Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare.

“Citizens should not let
their guard down as the CO-
VID numbers could see an
uptick in November and De-
cember due to the festive
season in case we are not
careful. The second wave of
COVID-19 is not over, and the
situation is plateauing with

IN BRIEF

AAl refutes claim made
by employees’ union

NEW DELHI

Allegations that the Airports
Authority of India received
%500 crore from Adani
Enterprises Limited for assets
at three airports initially
valued at 1,300 crore are
"erroneous”, the AAl said on
Thursday in response to an
open letter written by its
employees' union to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
AAl said it received a total
payment of 1,103 crore for
the assets.

Mamata Banerjee takes
oath as MLA

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee was on
Thursday sworn in as an MLA
of the West Bengal Assembly
by Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar. Ms. Banerjee was
sworn in following her victory
in the Bhabanipur byelection,
which she won by a record
margin of 58,835 votes.

More facilities: Prime Minister Narendra Modi visiting the

oxygen plant at AlIMS Rishikesh, Uttarakhand.

the country still reporting as
high as 20,000 new infec-
tions daily,” he said.

“We cannot take the cur-
rent stable situation for
granted. We have to be mind-
ful of the fact that the pan-
demic is going on and can
take an untoward turn if we
are not careful,” Mr. Agarwal
said.

The Health Ministry said

=PIB/PTI

that Kerala continued to re-
port 50% of the total CO-
VID-19 cases in the country
currently. The State has over
1 lakh active cases, and the
number in four other States
ranges between 10,000 and
50,000. Also, five States —
Mizoram, Kerala, Sikkim,
Manipur and Meghalaya —
are reporting a weekly posi-
tivity rate of over 5%.

Capacity of liquid medical
oxygen up tenfold: PM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government’s aim is to
have institutions like the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in every
State, and a medical college
in every district of the
country, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday.

“Every State should have
an AIIMS-like institute,” Mr.

Thirty-four districts
across nine States and Union
Territories are reporting a
weekly positivity rate of
more than 10%, according to
the Health Ministry.

Staying prepared

Speaking about the coun-
try’s preparedness to tackle
any upcoming surge, V.K.
Paul, Member (Health), NITI

Modi said while digitally
inaugurating 35 PSA
(pressure swing adsorption)
oxygen plants in different
locations across 35 States
and Union Territories from
AIIMS-Rishikesh in
Uttarakhand. He said that
India’s oxygen production
capacity of 900MT has
increased more than
ten-fold since the onset of
the pandemic.

Aayog, said that 8.36 lakh
hospital beds are currently
available for COVID-19 pa-
tients, in addition to nearly 1
million isolation beds in ded-
icated care centres.

He added that 4.86 lakh
oxygen-supported beds and
1.35 lakh ICU beds are availa-
ble. “We are prepared to face
a daily surge of 4.5-5 lakh CO-
VID-19 cases,” Dr. Paul said.

Girls can take RIMC test in Dec.

SC allows them to appear for military college exam this year onwards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed girls to ap-
pear in the entrance exami-
nation scheduled for Decem-
ber 2021 for admission to the
Rashtriya Indian Military
College (RIMC).

The exam is taken for en-
try to Class 8 at the RIMC.

A Bench led by Justice S.K.
Kaul did not agree with the
government’s proposal to al-
low girls to sit for the exam
next June rather than on De-
cember 18, 2021.

“Is it necessary to deny
girls the opportunity to take
part in the examination sche-
duled on December 18,
2021,” the court asked the go-
vernment. It reasoned that if
the government had not
shied away from admitting
girls into elite military insti-
tutions for a career in the
armed forces, it should not
have problems in making the
necessary preparations for
having them write the en-
trance exam in December

e
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Prestigious institution: A view of the Rashtriya Indlan Military

College campus in Dehradun.

2021 itself. “The respondent
[government] has walked a
mile and should walk a step
ahead,” Justice Kaul ob-
served in the order.

The court reasoned that if
girls were allowed to take the
exam in December, their in-
take into the RIMC would be
in next June. On the other
hand, the government’s pro-
posal in an affidavit to have
the girls skip the December

Baghel inaugurates temple as
part of special tourism circuit

ANUP DUTTA
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Thurs-
day inaugurated the redeve-
loped ancient Mata Kausha-
lya temple, part of the “Ram
Van Gaman” Tourism Circuit
the State government is de-
veloping at a cost of ¥137.45
crore. Nine sites are being
developed to attract tourists
to the circuit, believed to be

the route taken by Lord Ram
during his 14-year exile.

“Chhattisgarh is the ma-
ternal place of Lord Ram,”
Mr. Baghel said while inaug-
urating the temple, and in-
itiating the tourism circuit at
Chandkhuri, 27 km from
Raipur, the State capital. The
village is considered to be
the birthplace of Kaushalya,
Lord Ram’s mother.

“The temple is of Kausha-

lya, but not in her birth-
place,” BJP State spokesper-
son Ajay Chandrakar said.

The nine sites are Sita-
marhi-Harchaika (Koriya),
Ramgarh (Ambikapur), Shiv-
rinarayan (Janjgir-Champa),
Turturiya (Baloda Bazaar),
Chandkhuri, Rajim (Garia-
band), Sihawa-Saptarishi
Ashram (Dhamtari), Jagdal-
pur (Bastar) and Ramaram
(Sukma).

=FILE PHOTO

exam and appear in the June
exam would delay the actual
entry of successful candi-
dates into the RIMC to Janu-
ary 2023.

‘Advertise in two days’

The court said the govern-
ment needed only to modify
the entrance exam notifica-
tion, without changing any of
the dates, to inform that girls
would be allowed to take the

exam in December. It or-
dered the government to is-
sue the advertisement within
two days.

Referring to an affidavit of
the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) detailing a two-phase
plan authorising additional
vacancies, along with other
associated infrastructure and
administrative support for
girl students in the RIMC and
Rashtriya Military Schools
(RMS), the court asked
whether it could not be
“paced up to increase the
number of entry of girls”.

Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati said the
government was not “run-
ning away” from its obliga-
tions to allow girls entry into
the RIMC. “Initially, yes,
there was some reluctance,
but with My Lords’ advice we
are going ahead with it. We
are not shying away.” The
military establishment was
only seeking some time, she
said. But the court said six
months were adequate for
preparation for admission.

UK. to drop 10-day
- quarantine for Indians

Visitors must have had approved jabs

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI
Indian travellers arriving in
the United Kingdom will not
be required to remain in
mandatory 10-day quaran-
tine from October 11, British
High Commissioner Alex El-
lis said on Thursday. The an-
nouncement was made as
part of the revised British
policy regarding interna-
tional travel to the U.K.
which will be continuously
reviewed by health officials
in London to track spike in
cases of COVID-19 abroad.

“No quarantine for In-
dian travellers to UK fully
vaccinated with Covishield
or another U.K.-approved
vaccine from 11 October.
Thanks to (the) Indian go-
vernment for close coopera-
tion over last month,” said
High Commissioner Alex El-
lis in an official announce-
ment on social media.

The development came

Schools can
act against
fee default: SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

School managements can
take legal action if students
do not pay the fee instal-
ments on time, the Su-
preme Court has clarified.

On May 3, the court had
held that States cannot
impinge on the autonomy
of private unaided schools
to fix and collect “just” and
“permissible” school fees
from parents, especially in
the name of the pandemic.

The May verdict had
come in a series of appeals
filed by private unaided
schools in  Rajasthan
against government notifi-
cations to defer/reduce
school fees.

Some parents had re-
fused to pay despite the
judgment five months ago.

While noting that it was
up to schools to initiate ac-
tion for wilful defaults in
fee payment, the court said
indulgence should also be
shown to parents with ge-
nuine reasons.

India, Nepal to conduct joint patrols
for controlling trans-border crime

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The border guarding forces
of India and Nepal will con-
duct regular joint patrolling
along the border to control
trans-border crimes, smug-
gling of arms, human traf-
ficking and other areas of
concern, a statement by the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
said on Thursday.

The SSB, a central armed

police force, secures the Ne-
pal and Bhutan borders. The
fifth annual coordination
meeting between the Direc-
tor General, SSB and Inspec-
tor General, Armed Police
Force, Nepal concluded on
Thursday. The Indian dele-
gation was led by Kumar Ra-
jesh Chandra and the Nepal
delegation was led by Shai-
lendra Khanal, IG, APF.
“The meeting deliberated

on the security scenario on
the India-Nepal border and
decided to take further mea-
sures for enhancing coordi-
nation and cooperation bet-
ween the two border
guarding forces,” the SSB
said. It said that the the help
desk established by both the
APF and the SSB at transit
points of the border would
continue to facilitate the
movement of citizens.

hours after the Official Spo-
kesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs Arindam
Bagchi reiterated that the
British travel restrictions on
vaccinated Indian travellers
are “discriminatory”.

Deadlock resolved

In a counter measure, India
had imposed new travel res-
trictions requiring 10-day
mandatory quarantine on
U.K. passport holders, that
came into effect on October
4. Both sides however main-
tained that talks were under
way to resolve the deadlock
over the U.K.s disinclination
to recognise vaccination
certificates from India.

The new notification that
will come into effect on Oc-
tober 11 will reduce the Red
List of the U.K. to seven
countries, further opening
up the British economy for
global  business and
tourism.
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India partially
restores
tourist visas

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India will partially restore
tourist visa facilities from
October 15 for foreigners
who want to come here in
chartered flights, the
Home Ministry said on
Thursday. Also, foreign
tourists on air bubble
flights will be allowed from
November 15.

India suspended all
types of visas including
tourist visas in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020. Scheduled
commercial flights are yet
to resume.

Under the air bubble
scheme, commercial air-
lines from specific coun-
tries are allowed to travel
to and from India on a li-
mited basis. The Ministry
said it received representa-
tions from several State Go-
vernments as well as stake-
holders in tourism to
restart tourist visas too.

RLD promises to
put more money in
farmers pockets

Jayant Chaudhary launches poll campaign

ANUJ KUMAR

GHAZIABAD

Launching Rashtriya Lok
Dal’s election campaign for
the upcoming Uttar Pradesh
elections, party president
Jayant Chaudhary on Thurs-
day promised farmers of the
State to double the amount
they receive under the PM

Kisan Samman  Nidhi
scheme.
“Farmers and labour

should have the first right
on the resources of the
State. For beneficiaries of
PM Samman scheme, the
State will contribute 36,000
to be paid in one instalment
on December 23, the birth-
day of Chaudhary Charan
Singh.”

Unlike the  Centre’s
scheme which pays 36,000
to eligible farmers in three
instalments, Mr. Chaudhary
said his party had created a
separate category for small
farmers on unirrigated
lands. “Under the Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Krishak
Samman scheme, they will
receive ¥9,000 over and
above the amount they get
under the PM Samman
scheme.”

Launching the month-
long Aashirwad Path from
Noorpur (Hapur), the birth-
place of former Prime Minis-
ter Charan Singh, and Khair
(Aligarh), Mr. Chaudhary
said the present schemes
were not enough to help
farmers lead a life of sam-
man (dignity). “The govern-
ment takes back double the
amount it doles out by rais-
ing electricity and diesel
prices,” he said.

Taking on the govern-
ment on the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence, Mr. Chaud-
hary said the present dis-
pensation didn’t want to
bow before the public, even
after making mistakes.
“When the PM visited Luck-
now, we expected him to go
to Lakhimpur Kheri also.
When the Home Minister
summoned his deputy to
Delhi, we thought he would
be shunted out but now it
seems he has been allowed
to brazen it out,” said Mr.
Chaudhary.

Recounting his expe-
rience of visiting Lakhimpur
Kheri, Mr. Chaudhary, who
was the first head of a nota-
ble political party to reach
the district, said the inci-
dent was an eye-opener for
farmer friends who support-
ed the BJP.

“The families of those
mowed down are looking
for your support in their
fight against injustice.” He
spelt out the names of four
farmers and a journalist
who lost their lives in the in-
cident and urged the crowd
not to forget them.

Mr. Chaudhary said he
had to change vehicles and
routes to trick the police.
“How could sharing the
grief of a farmer whose 18-
year-old son lost his life
make me a law and order
threat?” he asked. “The son
of another deceased Nach-
hatar Singh is a constable in
Seema Suraksha Bal. It pains
me that such people are be-
ing dubbed as terrorists by a
section of the media,” he
added
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m ACROSS

9 Think, linger, having some suspicion (7)

10 Exploit new investment in floating shares (7)
11 When nuisance veils boredom? (5)
12 Catching Englishmen left out at sea (9)

13 Sign in hotel lobby (4)

14 Occassionally support on-air brawl (6)

18 Cheat and nag for a mirror (6)
19 Listen out for quiet (6)

22 Contest to capture alien sperm (6)

23 Love’s not cheap (4)

Never go off the grid.
2 We are digital now. Come solve online.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn O]

SCAN TO PLAY
11'

27 Government intended to expunge a testimony (9)

28 Starts to deliver in the top order as before (5)

29 Once in a while actor pays one small time imitator (7)

30 One who wanders around English countryside primarily to heal (7)

H DOWN
1 Ground ticks love cattle (9)

2 Drama over National Football League taking in a cheap fella (9)

3 Intense 66 days (5)

4 Granite one uses is obtained by blasting this nearest rock (7)

5 Passionately care about him? Looks like hopeless dream (7)
6 Right lens for shooting LGBT subject? (9)
7 Some have dictated this class of scriptures (5)

8 Reqularly buys bangles? That’s custom (5)

15 Place for animals, wild men? | agree! (9)

16 Cop changes diet etc., veg mostly (9)

17 Celebrity poet penned first ode on the right deck (9)

20 Small, constant, extremely tiny number (7)

21 Colonists abandoned large dogs (7)

24 Some gypsy chaps give scare (5)

25 Extremely hammy about software content (5)

26 Political, religious leaders excluded from divine order (5)
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Solution to puzzle 13371

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Lessons from Nature

Nature affords many lessons to us, which we often fail to
grasp. Whether it is rain or a pleasant breeze, it is for all. No
discrimination is shown by Nature. A man who deserves to
be admired is one to whom generosity towards all comes ea-
sily, said Malayaman, in a discourse.

Pari, Pegan, Kari, Ai, Adhiyaman, Nalli and Ori were kings
of the Sangam age, who covered themselves with glory,
through their virtuous conduct. Sangam era works like Siru-
panatrupadai and Purananuru sang their praises. There
were also other kings known for being generous, like Nan-
nan, Kumanan and Nalliyakodan, who lived 2000 years ago

in Tamil Nadu.

Pari used his royal chariot to support a jasmine creeper.
Pegan gave his royal cloak to a peacock dancing in the rain.
Adhiyaman gave to poet Avvaiyar a gooseberry believed to
confer longevity on anyone who consumed it. Tamil litera-
ture lauds selfless people. The Jain work Naladiyar says that
he who only cares for his body is worthless. Only a person
who helps others reaches heaven. Thiruvalluvar used exam-
ples from Nature to show the ways in which we can be gener-
ous. There are people who inherit property, accumulated
over generations. But they do not hoard their wealth, but
give gladly to others. Thiruvalluvar compares them to public
tanks, which are useful to everyone in a village.

A mango tree’s fruits drop to the ground, thereby benefit-
ing many creatures. A man who earns wealth through his
hard work, but gives a portion of his money to others, is like
amango tree. Every part of a neem tree has medicinal value,
and the tree lets people use its bark, leaves, flowers and
fruits. A man worthy of respect uses his wealth for others.
Such people are compared to neem tree by Thiruvalluvar.

»
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Biden, Xi to hold virtual meet this year

Decision arrived at a meeting between U.S. NSA Jake Sullivan and Chinese diplomat Yang Jiechi

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
ANANTH KRISHNAN
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
have agreed “in principle” to
have a virtual meeting before
the end of the year, accord-
ing to senior U.S. administra-
tion officials. The decision
came out of a six-hour meet-
ing in Zurich late on Wednes-
day between U.S. National
Security Adviser Jake Sulli-
van and Chinese Politburo
member and top diplomat
Yang Jiechi.

The meeting had “a diffe-
rent tone from Anchorage”,
reports quoted the officials
as saying, referring to a stor-
my March meeting between
Mr. Sullivan and U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken
and their Chinese counter-
parts, Mr. Yang and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, which was
marked by public rancour.

“Today really involved a
genuine back and forth,
which was quite welcome —a
different tone than Anchor-
age, a different kind of feel in
the ability to go back and
forth than in Anchorage,” an
official said, according to the
Financial Times, which re-
ported on the possibility of a
Biden-Xi meeting.

Talk time: Senior Chinese foreign policy adviser Yang Jiechi
and his delegation in Zurich on Wednesday. =ap

A virtual meeting means
Mr. Biden and Mr. Xi will not
meet in person at the G20
summit in Rome to be held at
the end of this month. Mr. Xi
is unlikely to travel to Rome,
and the Chinese leader has
not left China for more than
600 days, since the pandem-
ic began. His last overseas vi-
sit was to Myanmar in mid-Ja-
nuary 2020. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be tra-
velling to Rome for the
summit.

Asked to confirm if Mr. Bi-
den would be meeting Mr. Xi
virtually, White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki said
there was agreement to con-
tinue the dialogue at a “very

CIA launches new unit
with focus on China

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
The U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency announced on
Thursday a new China-fo-
cused unit.

CIA Director William
Burns said in a statement
that the new China Mission
Center will address the chal-
lenge China poses to all of
the U.S. spy agency’s mis-
sion areas.

“CMC will further streng-
then our collective work on
the most important geopol-
itical threat we face in the
21st century, an increasingly
adversarial Chinese govern-
ment,” he said.

The announcement pa-
rallels the broader shift of
the administration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden to confront-
ing China as its leading
“strategic competitor”.

.
e e

high level” and the details of
what that meant were still
being worked out. “We’re
still working through what
that would look like, when,
and, of course, the final de-
tails. So we don’t quite have
them yet,” she said.

A White House readout of
the meeting did not an-
nounce the virtual meet. In-
stead, it spoke of the impor-
tance of managing the
competition between the
two countries responsibly
and of maintaining open
lines of communication, fol-
lowing the September 9 call
between Mr. Biden and Mr.
Xi.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-

nistry’s readout also did not
mention a leaders’ meeting,
but offered a more positive
take on the state of relations
in comparison to the March
meeting in Anchorage, Alas-
ka. It said both sides “agreed
to maintain regular dialogue
and communication on im-
portant issues”. Beijing said
the meeting was “construc-
tive, and conducive to en-
hancing mutual understand-
ing” and both sides agreed
“to strengthen strategic com-
munication, properly man-
age differences, avoid con-
flict and confrontation, seek
mutual benefits and win-win
results, and work together to
bring China-U.S. relations
back on the right track of
sound and steady
development”.

Many differences

Despite both readouts em-
phasising cooperation, it re-
mains to be seen where the
two sides will be able to
bridge differences, on issues
ranging from trade and tech-
nology to Taiwan.

The two sides appeared to
merely reaffirm their posi-
tions on those thorny issues.
The White House said Mr.
Sullivan “raised a number of
areas where we have con-

cern with the PRC’s actions,
including actions related to
human rights, Xinjiang,
Hong Kong, the South China
Sea, and Taiwan”. Just days
ago, the U.S. criticised China
for flying a record number of
aircraft into Taiwan’s air de-
fence identification zone and
said America’s commitment
to Taiwan was “rock solid”.
Beijing hit out at the U.S.
statement on Taiwan, calling
it “irresponsible”.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry said Mr. Yang “ex-
pounded China’s solemn po-
sition on issues related to
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Xin-
jlang, Xizang [Tibet] and hu-
man rights as well as mari-
time issues, urging the U.S.
side to truly respect China’s
sovereignty, security and de-
velopment interests, and
stop using the above issues
to interfere in China's inter-
nal affairs”.

Both sides offered differ-
ing views on the relation-
ship. While Mr. Sullivan said
the U.S. would work closely
with its allies and partners
and engage with China at a
senior level to “ensure res-
ponsible competition”, Mr.
Yang told him China “oppos-
es defining China-U.S. rela-

993

tions as ‘competitive’”.

NATO expels 8 Russian members

They were ‘undeclared’ intelligence officers, it says

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRUSSELS
NATO on Wednesday ex-
pelled eight members of
Russia’s mission to the mili-
tary alliance, saying that
they were secretly working
as intelligence officers and
halved the size of Moscow’s
team able to work at its
headquarters.

“We can confirm that we
have withdrawn the accredi-

Picking up the pieces: Residents digging through the debris of their houses that collapsed

following an earthquake in the district of Harnai on Thursday. =arp

22 killed, over 300 injured as
earthquake rattles Pakistan

The remote mountainous district of Harnai was the worst-hit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI
A powerful 5.9-magnitude
earthquake jolted a moun-
tainous part of southwestern
Pakistan’s Balochistan pro-
vince early on Thursday, re-
sulting in the collapse of a
coal mine and several mud
houses that left at least 22
people dead and more than
300 others injured, officials
said.

The National Seismic
Monitoring Centre in Islama-
bad said the epicentre of the

earthquake was near Har-
nai, which has a large num-
ber of coal mines, at a depth
of around 15 kilometres.

The quake affected Quet-
ta, Sibi, Harnai, Pishin, Qila
Saifullah, Chaman, Ziarat
and Zhob in Balochistan.
Most of the deaths and inju-
ries were reported from the
remote district of Harnai,
where at least 13 people have
died, according to officials.

At least four people were
killed when a coal mine in
which they were working

100-year-old former Nazi
camp guard goes on trial

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BERLIN

A 100-year-old man went on
trial in Germany on Thurs-
day, accused of being an ac-
cessory to murder for serv-
ing as a Nazi SS guard at the
Sachsenhausen concentra-
tion camp near Berlin dur-
ing Second World War.

The trial of the defen-
dant, who is charged with
3,518 counts of accessory to
murder, was held at the

CcM
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Neuruppin state court,
which moved the proceed-
ings to a prison sport hall in
Brandenburg for organisa-
tional reasons.

The suspect was identi-
fied only as Josef S.

More than 2,00,000 peo-
ple were held at Sachsen-
hausen between 1936 and
1945. Tens of thousands of
inmates died of various cau-
ses,including  shootings,
hangings and gassing.

»

collapsed, Suhail Anwar
Shaheen, the local deputy
commissioner, was quoted
as saying by the Associated
Press.

Disaster management offi-
cials said the death toll may
increase.

Earlier, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Harnai district So-
hail Anwar Hashmi had said
that six children were
among 22 dead. He said five
to six districts were affected
on a “major scale” and data
was still being collected.

tation of eight members of
the Russian Mission to NA-
TO, who were undeclared
Russian intelligence offic-
ers,” a NATO official said.

NATO also reduced the
number of positions that
Russia can accredit people
for at the organisation from
20 down to 10, the official
said.

No immediate clear expla-
nation was given for the de-

French Senator
calls Taiwan
a ‘country’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI

The head of a French dele-
gation of Senators on
Thursday called Taiwan a
“country” during a visit to
Taipei, risking fury from
China which has strongly
protested against the trip.

Alain Richard, a former
Defence Minister, arrived
on Wednesday for a five-
day visit despite repeated
warnings from the Chinese
Embassy in Paris.

In a speech after he was
conferred a top medal of
honour by President Tsai
Ing-wen, Mr. Richard said
Taiwan’s de facto embassy
in Paris has been doing “a
very good job in represent-
ing your country”.

France, like most coun-
tries, officially recognises
China which claims self-
ruled Taiwan as part of its
territory. Beijing tries to
keep the island isolated on
the world stage and baulks
at the use of the name Tai-
wan or any reference to it
as a country. It has ramped
up pressure on Ms. Tsai’s
government since her 2016
election win and has ag-
gressively tried to dissuade
politicians from visiting in
recent years.

The Chinese Embassy in
Paris warned that the visit
would damage Chinese-
French relations.

cision, which will take effect
at the end of the month.

Relations between NATO
and Russia have been in-
creasingly strained since
Moscow annexed Ukraine’s
Crimean Peninsula in 2014.
The two are at odds over
Russia’s nuclear missile de-
velopment, aerial intrusions
into NATO airspace and the
buzzing of allied ships by
fighter planes.

Moscow will invite Taliban to
Afghanistan talks on Oct. 20

Putin discusses Afghan situation with Tajik President

REUTERS
MOSCOW

Russia will invite representa-
tives of the Taliban to inter-
national talks on Afghanis-
tan that it plans to host in
Moscow on October 20, Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin’s spe-
cial representative on Af-
ghanistan said on Thursday.

Zamir Kabulov, the repre-
sentative, did not provide
further details on the
planned talks in comments
carried by Russian news
agencies.

Moscow hosted an inter-
national conference on Af-
ghanistan in March at which
Russia, the United States,
China and Pakistan released
a joint statement calling on
the then-warring Afghan
sides to reach a peace deal

Lt. Gen. Anjum appointed

A Taliban soldier keeping
guard in Kabul. =reuTers

and curb violence. It also
called on the Taliban not to
launch any offensives in the
spring and summer.

Since then, the U.S. and
its allies withdrew their
troops after 20 years on the
ground, the Taliban seized
power in a lightning advance
and the previous govern-

new chief of Pakistan’s ISI

Former chief Hameed gets key post

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

In a surprise military shake-
up, the Pakistan Army on
Wednesday announced that
ISI chief Lt. Gen. Faiz Ha-
meed has been appointed as
Peshawar Corps Comman-
der — a crucial position in
view of the Taliban’s takeov-
er of Afghanistan.

Lt. Gen. Nadeem Anjum
was appointed as the new
Director-General of the po-
werful spy agency Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) in
place of Lt. Gen. Hameed,
said the Inter-Services Pu-
blic Relations, the media
wing of the Pakistan Army.

Lt. Gen. Anjum, who be-
longs to the Punjab Regi-
ment of the Pakistan Army,

has served as Karachi Corps
Commander as well as the
Commandant of Command
and Staff College Quetta.

Taliban govt.

His predecessor Lt. Gen. Ha-
meed, who is considered
close to Army chief Gen. Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa, had
dashed to Kabul and over-
saw the crucial changes in
Afghanistan where the Tali-
ban took control in mid-Au-
gust. In September, he visit-
ed Kabul and told the media
in a brief chat that “everyth-
ing will be ok” in Afghanis-
tan, when there were ru-
mours about differences
among the Taliban ranks
due to delay in the announ-
cement of the government.

ment collapsed.

Russia is worried about
the potential for fallout in
the wider region and the
possibility of Islamist mili-
tants infiltrating the former
Soviet republics of Central
Asia, which Moscow views
as its southern defensive
buffer. In the wake of the Ta-
liban takeover, Moscow has
held military exercises in Ta-
jikistan and bolstered its
hardware at its military base
there.

Mr. Putin on Thursday al-
so held a phone call with Ta-
jik President Emomali Rakh-
mon in which the two
leaders discussed the securi-
ty situation surrounding the
latest developments in Af-
ghanistan, the Tajik presi-
dency said in a statement.

Australian PM warns of
action against Facebook
CANBERRA

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison described
social media as a “coward's
palace" and warned that
digital platforms, including
Facebook, should be held
liable for defamatory comm-
ents posted anonymously. arp

Women, children with
ties to IS repatriated
BERLIN

Germany and Denmark have
repatriated 11 women who
joined the IS terror group and
their 37 children from
northern Syria in the biggest
such transfer since 2019,
Berlin said. arp

Introducing

Coach Calls

Tourism Corporation of Gujarat Limited

Invitation to Bidders
Development of Wayside Amenity (including Tourist Facilities)

2 locations in Patan District viz Sami and Santalpur

duration of 15 years

PPP Format : Design Build Finance Operate and Transfer with a License

Components : Food Plaza, Tourist Reception Centre, Toilet Block, Electric
Charging Station, Parking and support infrastructure.
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RFP Documents for both sites can be downloaded from https://www.nprocure.com/
& https://www.gujarattourism.com/, 08/10/2021 onwards.
The Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on 22/10/2021.
For any further details, interested Bidders may contact Mr. M. S. Joshi at

msjoshi@qujarattourism.com

webisodes

(speaking)

31 one-on-one

64 short self-learning

2 full practice tests

Coaching from IELTS

"\
forSTUDY
S ABROAD)

THE HINDU GROUP

~ OPENING
OPPORTUNITIES

IN EVERY

DIRECTION

A 3-month course that trains you with:

Personalised feedback

the test

Model questions
and answers

To ace your |ELTS exam, visit

https://bit.ly/STEP4IELTS

A specialised course focusing
on the speaking section of IELTS.

30 minutes each | Schedule at your convenience |
Speaking activities | Teaching sessions | Mock tests |

16 hours online learning | Covers various aspects of

Detailed feedback | Suggestions to improve scores

14 vocabulary
and phrases list
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MARKET WATCH

07-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 59,678 0.82
US Dollar 74.79 0.25
Gold 46,012 0.86
Brent oil 82.12 1.32
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 736.15 12.15
Asian Paints. 3290.85 78.60
Axis Bank 777.10 -1.85
Bajaj Auto 3828.55.......58.50
Bajaj Finserv. 17470.25.. -146.35
Bajaj Finance 7747.90 12.75
Bharti Airtel 692.50 1.10
BPCL 449.20. 2.00
Britannia Ind 3900.60......-38.00
Cipla 916.05 2.60
Coal India 190.70 2.15
Divis Lab 5097.85.....-38.70
Dr Reddys Lab 4891.10 65.50
Eicher Motors 2820.95......92.00
Grasim Ind 1592.00. 7.00
HCL Tech 1306.30....... 30.85
HDFC 2727.00 23.95
HDFC Bank 1610.50. 4.40
HDFC Life 725.35 -0.30
Hero MotoCorp 2841.65 43.50
Hindalco 477.50. 1.60
Hind Unilever 2669.40 16.65
ICICI Bank 702.20 12.70
Indusind Bank 1166.70....... 34.85
Infosys 1691.00....... 17.45
Indian OilCorp 132.25 2.15
ITC 232.95 1.70
JSW Steel 666.55 7.30
Kotak Bank 1952.45 -3.30
L&T 1712.45 17.40
M&m 878.25 44.15
Maruti Suzuki 7492.50....293.25
Nestle India Ltd. ... 19045.65... -111.50
NTPC 142.80 -0.50
ONGC 160.40 -7.70
PowerGrid Corp 188.30 0.70
Reliance Ind 2572.40 12.55
SBI Life 1215.05 3.00
State Bank 457.90. 0.70
Shree Cement 28059.35......-50.40
Sun Pharma 823.25 22.65
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 824.55 3.90
Tata Motors 376.50.......40.45
Tata Steel 1289.20. 9.30
TCS 3892.90....... 82.00
Tech Mahindra 1417.20......31.55
Titan 2375.35...227.70
UltraTech Cement.....7354.60. -8.40
UPL 727.50 0.20
Wipro 642.95 7.20

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 07

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.58......74.90
Euro 86.27.......86.64
British Pound 101.54...101.98
Japanese Yen (100) ... 66.99 67.28
Chinese Yuan 11.57 11.62
Swiss Franc 80.53......80.92
Singapore Dollar 54.95 55.21
Canadian Dollar 59.30.......59.55
Malaysian Ringitt 17.82 17.91

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

TVS Motor unveils 125cc
Jupiter at ¥73,400
CHENNAI

TVS Motor Company on
Thursday unveiled the
Jupiter 125cc scooter at a
price of 73,400
(ex-showroom, New Delhi).
The vehicle comes with
industry-first features such
as the largest under-seat
storage, external fuel-fillin
front, mobile charger,
semi-digital speedometer,
and side stand indicator, the
company said in a statement

P&G names Raman
global CEO of fabric unit
MUMBAI

Procter & Gamble has
announced the appointment
of Sundar Raman as the
global CEO of the fabric and
home care division. He has
been elevated to the role
following the promotion of
Shailesh Jejurikar as COO. Mr.
Raman began his career in
P&G as a market analyst in
India in 1998 and then
moved to the U.S., where he
worked in various capacities.

World Bank retains India FY22

GDP growth forecast at 8.3%

Bank cites increase in public investment to spur demand as supportive measure

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON DC
The World Bank has retained
its June forecast for India’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) to grow by 8.3% in the
current fiscal year, with the
economy seen supported by
an increase in public invest-
ment to bolster domestic de-
mand and schemes like the
production-linked incentive
to boost manufacturing.
Despite the ravages of the
second COVID-19 wave, the
economic impact of the pan-
demic had been “relatively
small” this year compared
with the hit in 2020, the
bank said in a South Asia-fo-
cussed report titled ‘Shifting
Gears: Digitization and Ser-
vices-Led Development’

Future proofing: Learning from the crisis means building
social protection, says Hans Timmer. =vijay SONEJI

ahead of its annual meet-
ings, which start next week
in Washington.

“Over the next two years,
as the base effect fades,
growth is expected to stabil-
ise at around 7%, aided by
structural reforms to ease

supply-side constraints and
infrastructure investment,”
the multilateral lender said
referencing last fiscal’s 7.3%
GDP contraction. Downside
risks in the medium term in-
clude uncertainty around as-
set quality deterioration due

to the pandemic, slow recov-
ery in the informal sector
and higher-than-expected
inflation, the bank said.

Noting that accommoda-
tive fiscal and monetary pol-
icies globally had been key to
mitigating the pandemic’s
economic impact, the bank
said it was time to start reth-
inking policies.

“If you don't start now
preparing for what we call
the ‘new normal’, and
there’s always a new normal
after a major crisis, you
might well be too late,” said
Chief Economist for South
Asia Hans Timmer.

Learning from the crisis
meant building social pro-
tection and adopting green-
er policies, he added.

Government releases GST
dues of 340,000 crore to States

Amount to help meet shortfall in compensation cess’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre  released
340,000 crore to States and
Union Territories on Thurs-
day to help meet the short-
fall in GST compensation
cess collections, through
back-to-back  borrowings
from the market.

The Finance Ministry said
this was part of the 1.59
lakh crore shortfall estimat-
ed in the Compensation
Fund for States, to be raised
via market borrowings, but
indicated that total GST
compensation to be paid in
202122 may exceed States’
actual dues for the year.

An amount of 75,000
crore had already been
transferred in July, leaving
another 344,000 crore to be

Fitch cuts GDP growth to - ‘Auto retail sales decline 5% as

8.7%, cites COVID impact

Rating outlook stays ‘negative’ on debt

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Fitch Ratings slashed its
FY22 growth forecast for In-
dia from 10% to 8.7%, citing
the severe second COVID-19
wave, which it said would
‘delay rather than derail’
economic recovery. Accord-
ingly, it raised the growth fo-
recast for FY23 to 10% from
8.5% estimated earlier.

The ratings agency has al-
so retained the ‘negative’
outlook on India’s sovereign
BBB- rating, citing greater
uncertainty over the coun-
try’s debt levels due to a
sharp deterioration in pu-
blic finances triggered by
the pandemic shock.

“India’s rating balances a
still-strong  medium-term

‘South may see
hit in cement
production’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Following an unprecedent-
ed rise in the cost of im-
ported coal/pet coke and
shortage of vessels in the
recent months, the pro-
duction of cement in the
South might take a hit, the
South Indian Cement Ma-
nufacturers’ Association
(SICMA) has cautioned.

It is rather difficult to
predict either further in-
crease in the fuel cost or
capacity utilisation that
can be achieved by the
southern cement indus-
tries in the near future,
SICMA said in a statement.

“It is estimated that the
resultant increase in the
production cost can be a
minimum of ¥60 per bag,”
the association added.

“Due to shortage of ves-
sels, even high-priced coal
and pet coke is not availa-
ble,” SICMA said in a note.

growth outlook and exter-
nal resilience from solid fo-

reign-reserve buffers,
against high public debt, a
weak financial sector and
some lagging structural fac-
tors,” Fitch said in its sove-
reign credit overview for the
Asia-Pacific. The agency
said higher public debt tra-
jectories were the reason it
had retained the ‘negative’
outlook for India as well as
Japan and Australia.

Reliance Retail to unveil

two-wheelers, tractors drag’

Chip paucity hits PV stock build-up ahead of festivals: FADA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Retail sales of automobiles
declined 5% last month,
pulled down by a double-di-
git slump in sales of two-
wheelers and tractors. Ac-
cording to data from the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FA-
DA), total retail sales in Sep-
tember were 12.96 lakh units
compared with 13.68 lakh a
year earlier.

While two-wheeler sales
fell 11.5% to 9.14 lakh units,
tractor sales slid 23.9% to
52,896 units. Sales of pas-
senger vehicles, however,
climbed 16.3% to 2.33 lakh
units. Likewise, commercial

7-Eleven stores in India
Enters franchise pact with US’s SEI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd. (RRVL), through its
wholly owned subsidiary 7-
India Convenience Retail
Ltd., has entered into a mas-
ter franchise agreement
with U.S. retail major 7-Ele-
ven, Inc. (SEI), to introduce
7-Eleven convenience stores
in India.

The first 7-Eleven store
will be opened on Saturday
in Andheri East, Mumbai.
This will be followed by a ra-
pid roll-out in key neigh-
bourhoods and commercial
areas across the Greater
Mumbai cluster to start
with, Reliance Retail Ven-
tures said in a statement.

“With a rapid expansion
plan on the anvil, it is ex-
pected to be a significant
contributor to local employ-
ment and building the eco-
system for convenient
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foods,” the company said.

“7-Eleven is among the
most iconic global brands in
the convenience retail land-
scape,” said RRVL director
Isha Ambani. “The new
pathways we build together
with SEI will offer Indian
customers greater conve-
nience and choices within
their own neighbourhoods,”
she added.

“It’s an ideal time for the
largest convenience retailer
in the world to make our en-
try into India,” said SEI pre-
sident and chief executive
officer Joe DePinto.

vehicle retail business grew
46.6% to 58,820 units, while
sales of three-wheelers rose
almost 51% to 36,612 units.
When compared with
September 2019, overall re-
tail sales were lower by
13.5%, the federation said.
“The two-wheeler catego-
ry continues to play spoil-
sport as the entry-level seg-

SEBI may insist
on open offers
in BPCL deal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India’s capital markets reg-
ulator is unlikely to give ex-
emption to the company
acquiring BPCL from mak-
ing mandatory open offers
for Petronet LNG Ltd. and
Indraprastha Gas - share
purchases which will be
countered by other promo-
ters of the two firms such
as GAIL to save from going
private, officials said.

As per the legal position
evaluated by the Depart-
ment of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM), the acquirer of
BPCL will have to make
open offers to the minority
shareholders of Petronet
and IGL for the acquisition
of 26% shares.

To avoid such a scena-
rio, an exemption request
was made to the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI).

ment is yet to witness
healthy growth,” said FADA
President Vinkesh Gulati.
“Semiconductor shortage
has also started impacting
the 150+ cc segment,” Mr.
Gulati pointed out.

He added that the three-
wheeler segment was show-
ing clear signs of shift from
ICE to EVs as the ratio had
hit a 60:40 split. With the
42-day festival period begin-
ning Thursday, the near-
term outlook for the sector
was mixed, FADA said.
While dealers had raised in-
ventory in the two-wheeler
category, PV inventory was
at the lowest for this year
due to the chip shortage.

borrowed and disbursed ov-
er the rest of 2021-22.

The balance amount
would be released in due
course, the Ministry said.

‘Over and above’

“This release is in addition
to normal GST compensa-
tion being released every
two months out of actual
cess collection,” the Ministry

said, adding that more than
21 lakh crore was also esti-
mated to be released to
States during the financial
year, based on actual GST
cess collections.

Pending dues

“The sum total of 32.59 lakh
crore is expected to exceed
the amount of GST compen-
sation accruing in FY 2021-
22, it added, signalling that
some of the pending dues
from 2020-21 would be offset
to that extent.

“It is expected that this re-
lease will help the States/
UTs in planning their public
expenditure among other
things, for improving, health
infrastructure and taking up
infrastructure projects,” the
Ministry said.

Goyal bats for stronger
trade ties with the US.

“Two nations complement each other’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Commerce, Industry and
Textiles Minister Piyush
Goyal made a strong pitch
on Thursday for India and
the U.S. to strengthen eco-
nomic and trade ties, stating
that the two countries were
‘not really competitors’ and
had complementary
strengths.

“India is a trusted partner
and ally of the U.S... it is in
the interest of both coun-
tries to strengthen our stra-
tegic partnership into a
more comprehensive eco-
nomic and trade partner-
ship also,” the Minister said
at the India Ideas Summit
hosted by the U.S.-India Bu-
siness Council (USIBC).

LinkedIn survey finds 55%
professionals are stressed

‘Work-life imbalance a prime reason’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A majority 55% of employed
professionals in India are
feeling stressed at work due
to work-life imbalance, in-
sufficient incomes, and slow
career progress, according
to a survey by LinkedIn.

The survey, which was
based on the responses of
3,881 professionals from Ju-
ly 31 to September 24, ad-
ded that keeping pace with
the times of change for the
last 18 months had adversely
affected the mental health
of working professionals.

When asked to share
their primary reasons for
work stress, the respon-
dents cited ‘balancing work
with personal needs’ (34%),
‘not making enough money’
(32%), and ‘slow career ad-
vancement’ (25%) as the top
three reasons.

“These stressful times of

change have impelled the
need for greater flexibility

and worklife balance
among professionals,” said
Ashutosh  Gupta, India
Country Manager, LinkedIn.

“But our survey reveals a
wide gap between what em-
ployees need and what em-
ployers are offering to cope
with stress,” he added.

Mr. Gupta said while
nearly half of (47%) em-
ployed professionals pre-
ferred to end work at rea-
sonable hours, only about
one-thirds (36%) were ac-
tually able to do so.

G) U.S. had recently

told India that a free
trade pact that the
Trump regime was

negotiating was off
the table for now

“The U.S. has huge invest-
ment surpluses that can be
used in India for promoting
infrastructure development
and also to make India a ma-
nufacturing base to help...
provide goods and services
to you at affordable prices,”
Mr. Goyal said.

The U.S. had recently
conveyed to India that a free
trade agreement that was
being negotiated with the
erstwhile Donald Trump ad-
ministration was off the ta-
ble for now.

MSME-lender
Veritas raises
440 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Veritas Finance Pvt. Ltd, a
non-banking finance com-
pany (NBFC) lending to
MSMEs, has raised 440
crore of primary invest-
ment from existing and
new investors.

The company proposes
to use the additional capi-
tal to further penetrate ex-
isting markets.

The current capital will
place the organisation
strongly to build a loan
book of 34,000 crore in the
next 12 months, the com-
pany said.

The current round of
funding came from exist-
ing investors Norwest Ven-
ture Partners, Kedaara
Captial and Caspian and
new investors namely Evol-
vence India Fund III Ltd
and Growth Catalyst Partn-
ers LLC, Veritas Finance
said in a statement.

FIH awards the result of team’s hard work, says Reid

Anshu loses in final, bags silver

Sarita takes bronze, wins first medal on the big stage

WRESTLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
OSLO

India will have to wait for its
first woman world cham-
pion in wrestling as Anshu
Malik bagged a silver medal
after losing her 57kg final to
2016 Olympic champion He-
len Lousie Maroulis and Sar-
ita Mor grabbed her maiden
medal on the big stage by
winning the 59kg bronze
here on Thursday.

Aggressive note

The 19-year old Anshu be-
gan on an aggressive note
with positive intent but
eventually lost the summit
clash after being pinned.

Anshu had created histo-
ry on Wednesday by becom-
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Top notch: Anshu Malik pins Solomiia Vynnyk to the floor
during their semifinal bout. =twiTTER/SAIMEDIA

ing the first Indian woman to
reach a World Champion-
ship final when she out-
classed junior European
champion Solomiia Vynnyk.

Sarita ended her Worlds
medal drought with a con-

»

vincing 82 win over Swe-
den’s Sara Johanna Lindborg
in the bronze playoff.

For the record, Sushil Ku-
mar (2010) remains India’s
lone world champion wres-
tler till date.

‘Best Coach’ looks forward to assignment with juniors at the World Cup

HOCKEY

Y.B. SARANGI
JAMSHEDPUR

Encouraged by the clean
sweep of International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) awards,
the men and women hockey
players are keen to carry for-
ward their good work in the
Tokyo Olympics and achieve
more glory in upcoming
events.

Men’s team chief coach
Graham Reid, who will also
coach India in the Junior
World Cup in Bhubaneswar
next month, said the awards
were the result of the team’s
hard work.

“It is a reflection of the
work done in the last two
years. An Olympic medal af-
ter 41 years has woken a lot

Graham Reid. =FiLE PHOTO

of people to hockey again,”
said Reid, who bagged the
Best Coach award, during a
virtual press conference on
Thursday. Sidestepping the
controversy surrounding the
awards, Reid said, “We have
nothing to do with how we
are chosen.”

Reid looked forward to his
assignment with the juniors.
“It is exciting looking for new

talent. Expectation is there
but five years is a long time in
junior hockey. We won in
2016 does not mean we will
win in 2021.”

Asian Games a priority
Listing upcoming elite men’s
assignments, including the
Asian Champions Trophy in
December and Pro League
and Asian Games next year,
Reid said the Asian Games
would be important as the
winner would qualify for the
Paris Olympics.

P.R. Sreejesh, who was
chosen Best Goalkeeper
(men), said the Olympic
bronze medal had given
more responsibility and it
would be important to “refo-
cus and get the rhythm
back” for future events.

Harmanpreet Singh and
Vivek Sagar Prasad, who got
Best Player and Best Rising
Star respectively among
men, expressed happiness.

Recalling how the news of
FIH awards was broken to
the team in a dramatic man-
ner at the camp in Bengalu-
ru, Best Goalkeeper (wo-
men) Savita Punia said the
team would be eager to con-
tinue with the good work
and get results in big events.

“We celebrated after the
Olympics (fourth place fin-
ish). But there is responsibil-
ity to do well in the Asia Cup,
a World Cup qualifier, and
the Asian Games, an Olym-
pics qualifier. From Rio to
Tokyo, there was a big diffe-
rence in mindset and
self-confidence.

»

“The (sense of) responsi-
bility of each player has in-
creased. Every week we have
leadership groups,” said Sav-
ita, who requested coach
Janneke Schopman to res-
ume the camp as soon as
possible.

Along with Savita, Gurjit
Kaur (Best Player, women)
and Sharmila Devi (Best Ris-
ing Star, women) welcomed
the seamless transition from
Sjoerd Marijne to Janneke.
“It is good that Janneke will
continue to work with us.
She was equally involved in
coaching. She worked on the
mental side as well. She told
us that it was normal to have
pressure before big matches
and that was a big change.
Earlier, we did not talk about
that,” said Savita.

A ND-NDE
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KKR has one foot in playofts

Boosts its NRR with an 86-run win over RR; Gill, Mavi and Ferguson shine

IPL 2021

SPORTS BUREAU

I olkata Knight Riders is all
but assured of a place in

the top four after an 86-run
win over Rajasthan Royals in
Sharjah on Thursday.

Needing 172 to win, RR
quickly slumped to one for
two. KKR opened the bow-
ling with Shakib Al Hasan,
who cleaned up Yashasvi
Jaiswal in the first over be-
fore Shivam Mavi had Sanju
Samson caught in the next.

Lockie Ferguson, coming
back after an injury, then re-
moved Liam Livingstone and
Anuj Rawat in his first over.
Rajasthan, 17 for four after
the PowerPlay, sank further
when Mavi got rid of Shivam
Dube and Glenn Phillips in
the same over. Rahul Tewa-
tia's power-hitting allowed
RR some respite but it was
too little too late. Mavi fin-
ished with four for 21.

Earlier, Shubman Gill
made a measured fifty. RR,
which chose to chase, bow-
led pace right through the
PowerPlay and denied the
KKR openers a flying start
through tight, accurate bow-
ling.

Slow surface

On a slow surface, Samson
used three quicks, who bow-
led 20 dots among them and
conceded three fours and a
six in the first six overs.
KKR’s 34 for no loss was the
second-slowest PowerPlay
score batting first in Sharjah
this season.

The surface continued to
prove difficult to score freely
on as the innings pro-
gressed. The RR seamers
took pace off the ball; the oc-
casional cutters gripped.
There wasn't a single over of
spin in the first 10 overs. Ven-
katesh Iyer found his timing
in the 10th over when he hit

Hitting his straps: Mavi derailed Royals' chase with a clinical spell. =sporTzrics/ipL

SCOREBOARD

Jaydev Unadkat for two
sixes.

KKR was 79 for no loss af-
ter 10.4 overs when, after
having done all the hard
work, Venkatesh was clean-
bowled by Tewatia. He was
replaced by Nitish Rana,
who hit Phillips for a four
and a six before becoming
the Kiwi’s first IPL wicket.
Rana may have lasted just
five balls, but his knock ap-
peared to give KKR’s innings
a spurt.

The in-form Rahul Tri-
pathi walked in at No. 4 and
began by flicking Phillips
through midwicket for four.
After being dropped by Sam-
son on five, Tripathi collect-
ed back-to-back boundaries
off Dube. At the other end,
Gill brought up his second
successive fifty of the UAE-
leg before Chris Morris got
him for 56.

Tripathi and Dinesh Kar-
thik’s lusty blows at the
death helped KKR reach the
highest score in Sharjah this
season.

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS
Shubman Gill ¢ Jaiswal b Morris
56 (44b, 4x4, 2x6), Venkatesh
lyer b Tewatia 38 (35b, 3x4,
2x6), Nitish Rana c Livingstone
b Phillips 12 (5b, 1x4, 1x6),
Rahul Tripathi b Sakariya 21
(14b, 3x4), Dinesh Karthik (not
out) 14 (11b, 1x6), Eoin Morgan
(not out) 13 (71b, 1x4, 1x6); Ex-
tras (b-5, lb-3, w-9): 17; Total
(for four wkts. in 20 overs): 171.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-79 (Venkatesh, 10.5 overs), 2-
92 (Rana, 11.5), 3-133 (Gill,
15.4), 4-145 (Tripathi, 17.1).

ROYALS BOWLING
Unadkat 4-0-35-0, Morris 4-0-
28-1, Sakariya  4-0-23-1,
Mustafizur 4-0-31-0, Dube 2-
0-18-0, Tewatia 1-0-11-1, Phil-
lips 1-0-17-1.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS
Yashasvi Jaiswal b Shakib O
(3b), Liam Livingstone c Tri-
pathi b Ferguson 6 (6b, 1x4),
Sanju Samson ¢ Morgan b Mavi
1 (4b), Shivam Dube b Mavi 18
(20b, 1x6), Anuj Rawat lbw b
Ferguson O (1b), Glenn Phillips
b Mavi 8 (12b, 1x6), Rahul Te-
watia b Mavi 44 (36b, 5x4,

2x6), Chris Morris lbw b Varun O
(2b), Jaydev Unadkat c Shakib b
Ferguson 6 (5b, 1x4), Chetan
Sakariya run out 1 (5b),
Mustafizur Rahman (not out) O
(3b); Extras (b-1): 1; Total (in
16.1 overs): 85.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-0 (Jaiswal, 0.3), 2-1 (Samson,
1.1), 3-12 (Livingstone, 3.2), 4-
13 (Rawat, 3.4), 5-33 (Phillips,
7.3), 6-34 (Dube, 7.6), 7-35
(Morris, 8.6), 8-62 (Unadkat,
11.2), 9-85 (Sakariya, 15.3).

KNIGHT RIDERS BOWLING
Shakib 1-0-1-1, Mavi 3.1-0-21-4,
Narine 4-0-30-0, Ferguson 4-
0-18-3, Varun 4-0-14-1.
Toss: Rajasthan Royals.
Man-of-the-Match: Mavi.

KKR won by 86 runs.

Innings scan

Dots

Rahul leads from the front for Kings

His merciless assault leaves CSK gasping after a dismal display with the bat

SPORTS BUREAU

he strokeplay was irides-

cent. On a tricky pitch,
K.L. Rahul struck the ball
with grace, flow, timing and
a refreshing sense of free-
dom. Gifted he is!

The swing of the bat was
as smooth as the willow strik-
ing the ball. The sphere
streaked through the gaps,
cleared the fence. The sur-
face did not matter.

Skipper Rahul’s astonish-
ing 98 not out — he fittingly
ended the match with a
thumping six off Shardul
Thakur — off just 42 deliver-
ies with seven fours and a
stunning eight sixes enabled
Punjab Kings race past CSK’s
134 in only 13 overs with six
wickets remaining in this IPL
clash at Dubai.

Rahul’s blistering display
of ball-striking gave his
team’s run-rate a boost and
lent Punjab Kings a glimmer
of hope before KKR’s win
against RR ended it.

For CSK, suffering a ham-
mering, this was its third suc-
cessive loss.

Punjab lost wickets along
the way — Mayank Agarwal
was desperately unlucky to
be adjudged leg-before to
Thakur — but Rahul was in a
different zone, striking Josh
Hazlewood over his head
and then pulling the Aussie
for a six and a four.

Rahul indeed was a one-
man demolition army. Pun-
jab was 51 for two after the
PowerPlay, and Rahul’s con-
tribution was 38.

He continued in the same
manner, clearing the fence
effortlessly even as he stayed
balanced. Fittingly, Rahul
delivered the final blow.

Earlier, even as wickets
fell around him, opener Faf
du Plessis [76 off 55] held the
innings together, rotating the
strike, striking the odd big
blow.

The Punjab Kings seamers

[t's time to experiment and stay fresh for the playofts

DC and RCB will look to rest players but not lose momentum ahead of the business end

SPORTS BUREAU

oyal Challengers Banga-

lore (RCB) and Delhi Cap-
itals (DC) will be keen to iron
out any chinks ahead of the
playoffs when they meet in
Dubai on Friday.

The success of Avesh Khan
has allowed DC to split the
pace duo of Anrich Nortje
and Kagiso Rabada and tar-
get batters through various
passages. In T20 cricket, AB
de Villiers has scored 77 runs
against Axar Patel in 72 balls
and has been dismissed
once. The Capitals will look
to hold their left-arm spinner
back for de Villiers.

Among DC batters, Shim-
ron Hetmyer has been explo-
sive. He has been the anchor
when wickets have fallen
quickly, and the aggressor
when the asking rate has
gone up.

Shreyas Iyer, Shikhar Dha-
wan and Prithvi Shaw have

added heft. The destructive
ability of Rishabh Pant
makes DC more
enterprising.

Fixing the batting order
should be high on RCB's
agenda. The move to send
Dan Christian at No. 3
against SRH failed.

However, more bizarre
was the decision to send its
best finisher AB de Villiers at
6, below floater Srikar Bha-

ODAY’S MATCHES
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rat. In the end, de Villiers
faced only 13 deliveries and
had six runs to get off the last
two balls but couldn't pull it
off. De Villiers shouldn't be
batting lower than No. 5.

Their bowling looks in ex-
cellent shape. Harshal Patel
has 29 wickets so far this sea-
son. After a lean first half,
Yuzvendra Chahal has redis-
covered his guile. This au-
gurs well for RCB.
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Dhoni not sure if it will be
CSK yellow next season

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI

M.S. Dhoni has no doubt
that he will be seen in
yellow even in 2022 but at
this point, he does not
know whether that colour
would be that of Chennai
Super Kings.

“Well, you can see me in
yellow next year. But
whether I will be playing
for CSK? There are a lot of
uncertainties around it for
a simple reason that we
have two new teams
coming up,” said Dhoni,
referring to the IPL’s
expansion into a 10-team
competition.

“We don’t know the
retention policy. We don’t
know how many
foreigners, Indian players
we can retain, the money
cap that every player will
be cutting from the kitty.
So there are a lot of

M.S. Dhoni =sportzpics/1pL

uncertainties.

“Unless the rules are in
place, you can’t really
decide that. So we will wait
for it to happen,” he
added.

The comment is bound
to create a flutter as earlier
this week, interacting with
fans during the 75th year
celebrations of India
Cements, Dhoni hinted he
will be playing for CSK
next season.

Battle royale: The in-form Nortje will look to strike early

against Kohli & Co. =sportzrics/ipL

- Holder lavishes praise

on Umran and bowlers

N. SUDARSHAN

unrisers  Hyderabad’s

West Indian all-rounder
Jason Holder heaped praise
on his side’s bowling unit for
its superlative effort in de-
fending 141 and securing a
four-run win against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
Abu Dhabi on Wednesday.

“Siddarth Kaul was out-
standing. The young Umran
[Malik], myself and Bhuv-
neshwar finished it off quite
well.”

Holder was quite im-
pressed by the young teara-
way speedster Umran, who
conceded just 21 runs from
four overs, including a bril-
liant first spell of 3-0-10-1.

“He is consistent in train-
ing and has given us quite a
hard time as he is very diffi-
cult to get hold of,” said Hol-
der, with a smile. “As you
have seen, he is deceiving
quite a lot of batters.

“It’s good to see his con-

Umran. =sporTzpICS/IPL

trol as well. A lot of bowlers
who bowl fast may seem er-
ratic but Umran has
grouped some good deliver-
ies together.”

Mike Hesson, RCB’s Di-
rector of Cricket Operations
and Head Coach, felt that
Glenn Maxwell’s run out
with 50 runs still to get was
the turning point. “Consi-
dering he was scoring at ov-
er 10 runs an over, he was
the man we wanted at the
crease,” Hesson said.

First T20I abandoned

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GOLD COAST
The first T201 between the
Indian women’s cricket
team and Australia was
abandoned due to heavy
rain here on Thursday.
Invited to bat, India was
131/4 in 15.2 overs when rain
disrupted the proceedings,
leading to the match being
eventually called off.
Jemimah Rodrigues was
not out on 49 and giving her
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Stand and deliver: Rahul smashed eight sixes and seven fours

during his scintillating knock. =sportzrics/ipL

employed the short-ball ploy
capably and CSK, inserted,
lost wickets on a pitch that
was rather two-paced.

Versatile left-armer Arsh-
deep Singh consumed the in-
form Ruturaj Gaikwad on the
pull with a mean lifter.
Moeen Ali succumbed to a
delivery of lift and move-
ment from Arshdeep.

CSK was 32 for three in the

seventh over when Robin
Uthappa pulled Chris Jordan
to deep square-leg’s hands.
And Ambati Rayudu’s at-
tempted slash off Jordan
proved fatal.

M.S. Dhoni’s problems
against the googly continued
when Ravi Bishnoi castled
the CSK skipper.

The ball did not roll for
CSK. Rahul was King!

SCOREBOARD

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS
Ruturaj Gaikwad c Shahrukh b
Arshdeep 12 (14b, 1x4), Faf du
Plessis c Rahul b Shami 76 (55b,
8x4, 2x6), Moeen Ali ¢ Rahul b
Arshdeep O (6b), Robin Uthap-
pa c Harpreet b Jordan 2 (6b),
Ambati Rayudu c Arshdeep b
Jordan 4 (5b), M.S. Dhoni b
Bishnoi 12 (15b, 2x4), Ravindra
Jadeja (not out) 15 (17b, 1x4),
Dwayne Bravo (not out) 4 (2b,
1x4); Extras (b-1, w-8): 9; Total
(for six wkts. in 20 overs): 134.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-18 (Ruturaj, 3.5 overs), 2-29
(Moeen, 5.4), 3-32 (Uthappa,
6.5), 4-42 (Rayudu, 8.3), 5-61
(Dhoni, 11.6), 6-128 (du Plessis,
19.3).

PUNJAB KINGS BOWLING
Shami 4-0-22-1, Harpreet 4-0-
22-0, Arshdeep 4-0-35-2, Jor-
dan 3-0-20-2, Bishnoi 4-0-
25-1, Henriques 1-0-9-0.

PUNJAB KINGS
K.L. Rahul (not out) 98 (42b,
7x4, 8x6), Mayank Agarwal lbw
b Shardul 12 (12b, 2x4), Sarfa-
raz Khan c du Plessis b Shardul
0 (3b), Shahrukh Khan c Bravo
b Deepak Chahar 8 (10b, 1x6),
Aiden Markram c Dhoni b Shar-
dul 13 (8b, 1x6), Moises Hen-
riques (not out) 3 (3b); Extras
(w-5): 5; Total (for four wkts. in
13 overs): 139.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-46 (Mayank, 4.3), 2-46 (Sar-
faraz, 4.6), 3-80 (Shahrukh,
8.6), 4-126 (Markram, 12.1).
SUPER KINGS BOWLING
Deepak Chahar 4-0-48-1, Ha-
zlewood 3-0-22-0, Shardul 3-
0-28-3, Jadeja 1-0-9-0, Bravo
2-0-32-0.
Toss: PBKS.
Man-of-the-Match: Rahul.

Punjab Kings won by six wick-
ets with seven overs to spare.

Innings scan

49 Dots 27

MI has a mountain to climb

Needs a mammoth win against SRH to qualify

SPORTS BUREAU

Mumbai Indians and Sun-
risers Hyderabad have
locked horns in the last game
of the league stage twice in
the last six IPL editions.
While SRH will hope to re-
prise last season’s heroics at
Sharjah, MI will be eyeing a
repeat of the 2015 face-off at
Hyderabad, on Friday night.

With a mammoth win
needed to save its season,
Rohit Sharma will want his
MI unit at its peak. The de-
fending champion will be
wary, however, of bottom-
placed SRH, which has noth-
ing to lose. And as it showed
on Wednesday when it
stunned Royal Challengers
Bangalore, Kane William-
son’s side remains a danger-
ous opponent.

In 2015, the last league
game between these two
teams was a virtual quarterfi-
nal, with the winner set to

company was Richa Ghosh
(17 not out).

The teams got one point
each.

Tahlia McGrath and Han-
nah Darlington were making
their T20I debuts for Austra-
lia. For India, Renuka Singh
was handed a debut while it
was a maiden T20I appea-
rance for Yastika Bhatia.

Before this, India drew
the rain-affected Day/Night
Test against the hosts follow-

Guiding force: Jemimah was in full flow before a downpour
ended play. =TwITTER/BCCIWOMEN

enter the playoffs. SRH wilt-
ed under the pressure and
MI advanced in style.

In 2020, David Warner
and Wriddhiman Saha
stitched together an unbro-
ken 151-run opening partner-
ship to guarantee SRH’s spot
in the playoffs; MI had alrea-
dy made it and the loss
proved inconsequential to it.

Cut to Friday in Abu Dha-
bi, and SRH has nothing tan-

gible to play for this season.
Its players, however, have
the opportunity to make a
case for their retention.

For MI, on the other hand,
the outcome of its topsy-tur-
vy campaign this year will re-
ly on what it does in its last
league clash.

The five-time champion’s
wobbly middle-order will
have to come good for it to
have any chance.

Points Table
Team M w PTS
Delhi Capitals (Q) 13 10 3 20 0.526
Chennai Super Kings (Q) 14 9 5 18 0.455
Royal Challengers (Q) 13 8 5 16 -0.159
Kolkata Knight Riders 14 7 7 14 0.587
Punjab Kings (E) 14 6 8 12 -0.001
Mumbai Indians 13 6 7 12 -0.048
Rajasthan Royals (E) 14 5 9 10 -0.993
Sunrisers Hyderabad (E) 13 3 10 6 -0.422
After the KKR-RR match on Oct. 7 Q: QUALIFIED:; E: ELIMINATED

ing a 12 loss in the ODI se-
ries. The second T20I is
scheduled to be held on Sa-
turday at the same venue.

SCOREBOARD

INDIA
Smriti Mandhana c Darlington b
Gardner 17 (10b, 2x4, 1x6),
Shafali Verma c Wareham b
Gardner 18 (14b, 3x6), Jemi-
mah Rodrigues (not out) 49
(36b, 7x4), Harmanpreet Kaur
lbw b Molineux 12 (5b, 3x4),
Yastika Bhatia ¢ Vlaeminck b
Wareham 15 (15b, 2x4), Richa
Ghosh (not out) 17 (13b, 3x4);
Extras (w-2, nb-1): 3; Total (for
four wkts. in 15.2 overs): 131.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-31 (Smriti, 3.2 overs), 2-37
(Shafali, 3.5), 3-55 (Harman-
preet, 5.5), 4-106 (Yastika,
12.1).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Vlaeminck 4-0-32-0, Molineux
2-0-23-1, Gardner 3-0-28-2,
Perry 1-0-3-0, Carey 2-0-17-0,
Darlington 1-0-11-0, Wareham
1.2-0-3-1, McGrath 1-0-14-0.
Toss: Australia.

No Result.
Second T20I: Oct. 9, Metricon
Stadium, Carrara, 1.40 p.m. IST.

»

IN BRIEF

Team India trainer Webb
to quit after T20WC

NEW DELHI

India men's team's strength
and conditioning coach Nick
Webb will be stepping down
from his position after the
upcoming T20 World Cup,
the Kiwi has revealed. i

ICC names match officials
for T20 World Cup

DUBAI

The ICC on Thursday
announced the appointment
of 20 match officials for
round one and Super 12 phase
for the T20 World Cup. Nitin
Menon is the lone Indian
among umpires while Javagal
Srinath is one of the four
match referees for the
tournament. Marais Erasmus
and Chris Gaffaney will be the
umpires for the India-Pakistan
game on October 24.
Umpires: Chris Brown, Aleem
Dar, Kumar Dharmasena,
Marais Erasmus, Chris
Gaffaney, Michael Gough,
Adrian Holdstock, Richard
Illingworth, Richard
Kettleborough, Nitin Menon,
Ahsan Raza, Paul Reiffel,
Langton Rusere, Rod Tucker,
Joel Wilson and Paul Wilson.
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TV PICKS

IPL 2021: Star Sports 1, 2 &
SS Select 1 (SD & HD), 7.30
p.m.

WC 2022 European Quali-
fiers: Sony Ten 1, 2, 3 & Sony

Six (SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.
(Saturday)

IN BRIEF

Stokes could miss Ashes
after finger surgery
LONDON

England all-rounder Ben
Stokes could miss the Ashes
series in Australia after
undergoing another
operation on his injured
finger, the England and
Wales Cricket Board
announced on Thursday. The
30-year-old has not played
since July. arp

DHAGRARE
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Sprinter Okagbare faces
three doping charges
MONACO

Nigerian sprinter Blessing
Okagbare, who was barred
from running the Olympic
100m semifinals hours before
the race, faces three charges
in a doping case. The
Athletics Integrity Unit
revealed on Thursday that
Okagbare tested positive for
blood booster EPO in Nigeria
in June, failed test for growth
hormone in Slovakia in July
and failed to cooperate with
investigation. ap

Kerala United

posts win

BENGALURU

Kerala United FC defeated
Corbett FC 2-0 in a Group-B
match of the 2021 |-League
Qualifiers at the Bangalore
Football Stadium, here on
Thursday.

The results: Delhi Football
Club 3 (Fahad Temuri 29,
Sergio Barboza Junior 36,
Thingnam Radhakanta Singh
60) bt ARA FC O; Kerala
United FC 2 (Jesin TK
Thonikkara 83, Hafis
Alakkaparamba Mohammedali
41) bt Corbett FC O.

Vineeth shocks
Prasanna

juajjaR:  Vineeth Mutyala
shocked top seed Skandha
Prasanna Rao 6-1, 7-6(5) to
set up a title clash against
Sarthak Sharma in the un-
der-18 boys section of the
AITA National series junior
tennis tournament at the
Joygaon Academy on
Thursday.

In the under-18 girls ca-
tegory, Hannah Nagpal
beat second seed Rachita
Talwar 3-6, 6-4, 6-0 to set
up a final date against top
seed Janani Ramesh.
The results
semifinals):

Boys: Vineeth Mutyala bt
Skandha Prasanna Rao 6-1, 7-
6(5); Sarthak Sharma bt
Lakshya Chugh 6-2, 6-2.
Girls: Janani Ramesh bt Kristi
Boro 6-2, 6-1; Hannah Nagpal
bt Rachita Talwar 3-6, 6-4,
6-0.

(u-18,

Adarsh Singh claims men’s rapid fire pistol silver

SHOOTING

SPORTS BUREAU
LIMA

The trio of Rhythm Sang-
wan, Naamya Kapoor and
Manu Bhaker won the sports
pistol team gold by defeating
USA 16-4 in the climax while
Adarsh Singh clinched the
men’s rapid fire pistol silver
in the Junior World Cham-
pionship shooting here.

Adarsh was in the race for
the top spot after a strong
start of two perfect rounds
in the final, but was overta-
ken to the gold by Henry
Turner Leverett of USA 32 to
28.

It was a fine performance
by Adarsh after the disap-
pointment in the second
stage of qualification when
he could collect only 280
points as against 294 in the
first stage.

The Sidhu twins, Udhay-
veer and Vijayveer, also
made the final but were

placed fifth and sixth
respectively.
Trap team second

There was another silver in
the trap team event when
Bakhtyaruddin Malek, Shar-
dul Vihan and Vivaan Ka-

Vineet and Shivraj star for
St. Angel Academy

Vineet Dubey and Shivraj
Kumar bagged five wickets
between them in guiding St.
Angel Academy to a
six-wicket victory over
Dronacharya Saphire Club
in the Swasthik Cup cricket
tournament at the Sri Guru
Gobind Singh College
ground, Pitampura.

The scores: Dronacharya
Sapphire 141 in 33.5 overs
(Bhavya Kakkar 49 n.o., Vineet
Dubey 3/25) lost to St. Angel
Academy, Rohini, 146/4 in 31.3
overs (Ekant Thakur 51).
Arjun's unbeaten 106

helps SBY to big win

An unbeaten century by
Arjun Choudhary helped

G M i
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On the podium: Silver medallist Adarsh Singh, gold winner Henry Turner Leverett and

Sports pistol team clinches gold

Laurent Cussigh, who finished with a bronze in the rapid fire pistol event. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

poor went down fighting 4-6
to Italy.

India climbed further on
top of the medals table with
nine gold, eight silver and
three bronze. USA followed a
close second with six gold,
eight silver and five bronze
medals.

The results:

Junior men: 25m rapid fire pis-
tol: 1. Henry Turner Leverett
(USA) 32 (579); 2. Adarsh
Singh 28 (574); 3. Laurent Cus-

DELHI CRICKET

Sadar Bazar Youth to a
130-run victory over Push XI
in the Push Academy cricket
league under-13 tournament
at the Amari ground in
Gurugram.

The scores: Rkade u-13129in
24.5 overs (Khush 30, Hridhaan
Kaira 3/46) bt Maple CC 81 in
24.1 overs (Anhad Goel 3/11);
Sadar Bazar Youth 247/2 in 40
overs (Arjun Choudhary 106
n.o., Rajveer Bemby 84) bt
Push X1117 in 30.4 overs.
Manjeet

scores century

Manjeet hit a fluent century
with 15 fours and five sixes
to help Delhi Police to an
eight-wicket victory over
Sporting Club in the Unique
Sports cricket tournament.

sigh (Fra) 24 (578); 5. Vijayveer
Sidhu 13 (572); 6. Udhayveer
Sidhu 9 (577); 10. Anish Bhan-
wala 562; 12. Agneya Kaushik
560.

Trap team: 1. Italy 6 (486); 2.
India (Bakhtyaruddin Malek,
Shardul Vihan, Vivaan Kapoor)
4 (473); 3. Slovakia, 4. USA.
Junior women: 25m sports pis-
tol team: 1. India (Rhythm
Sangwan, Naamya Kapoor, Ma-
nu Bhaker) 16 (446) 878; 2.
USA 4 (437) 859; 3. France 17
(435) 872; 4. Ukraine 7 (435)

The scores: Sporting Club
173/6 in 20 overs (Sourav
Dagar 35) lost to Delhi Police
177/2in 18 overs (Manjeet
104, Sunl Sehwag 48).
All-round show

by Vohra

Saiansh Vohra took two
wickets and struck 34 runs
to help Delhi Cricket Hub
beat New Balaji Academy
by five wickets in the Birma
Devi memorial under-13
cricket tournament at the
Titiksha School ground,
Rohini.

The scores: New Balaji
Academy 129 for eight in 30
overs (Parikshit Singh 32) lost
to Delhi Cricket Hub 131/5in
28.3 overs (Akshay Sharma
35, Saiansh Vohra 34).

Abhimanyu Mithun calls it a day

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

India and Karnataka bowler
fast bowler A. Mithun an-
nounced his retirement on
Thursday.

“Cricket is a universal
game and I believe in finish-
ing at the highest level. So I
had to take this decision and
seek better opportunities for
myself and my family
around the world. I am also
clear in my mind that Karna-
taka has abundant fast bow-
ling talent and they would
miss out on opportunities at
the right time if T prolong my
career,” Mithun stated in a

|
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Abhimanyu Mithun.
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A tall, well built pacer,
Mithun represented India in
four Tests and five ODIs. He
picked up four for 105 in the
first innings of his Test de-

Galle in 2010. Despite the
early international success,
Mithun could not find a per-
manent spot in the Indian
team.

He last wore the India cap

in an ODI against West In-
dies, at Chennai in 2011.

Mithun enjoyed a reward-

ing 13-year domestic career
with Karnataka. Alongside
Vinay Kumar and S. Arvind,
Mithun formed a match-win-
ning pace attack.

He took 338 wickets in 103

First Class matches, with 12
five-wicket hauls and two 10-
wicket match hauls. In 96
List A outings, Mithun re-

Revival of National-ranking
tournaments planned by AAI

ARCHERY

Y.B. SARANGI
JAMSHEDPUR

With the aim of grooming
youngsters for the 2028 and
2032 Olympics, the Archery
Association of India (AAI)
plans to revive National-
ranking tournaments.

The AAI has set a goal of
making the up-and-coming
talent war-ready by expos-
ing them to tournaments
round the year.

Olympic performance

“Cadet archers get just one
event a year. Efforts have be-
gun to restart National-rank-
ing tournaments so that they
get more events. More expo-
sure on the domestic circuit
will help us identify more
new faces,” High Perfor-
mance Director Sanjeeva
Singh told The Hindu on the

CM
K

letter. but, against Sri Lanka at corded 136 scalps.
TS PSS E Ave.  [Econ 'SR

Tests 4 8 9 4/105 | 50.66 | 3.80 | 80.00 | 0/0

ODlIs 5 5 3 2/32 67.66 6.76 | 60.00 | 0/0

First Class 103 | 188 | 338 6/36 26.63 | 310 | 5140 12/2

List A 96 95 136 5/34 28.50 | 4.87 | 35.00 2/0

T20s 74 74 69 5/37 28.72 8.41 20.40 2/0
Spain canters
. . ,
into Nation's

sidelines of the National
championships.

“India has been knocking
on the doors of the Olympics
for a long time. The next tar-
get for us is reaching the
semifinals, which are medal
matches. In the World cham-
pionships, we need to go
one step up as we have not
won a gold medal yet,” said
Singh, an Arjuna and Drona-
charya award winner.

Sports science
“Sports science is going to
play a key role. We have al-
ready started using it. We
are focusing on lower heart
rate, better structure (per-
fect T-structure which en-
sures better transfer of pow-
er on the arrows), high draw
strength and good height to
identify and groom talent.
“Advanced countries like
Korea, Germany, Italy and

»

Turkey are focusing on bio-
mechanics and using diffe-
rent software to ensure that
every time an archer shoots,
the body angle remains cor-
rect and the scoring is opti-
mised. If angles change,
then it impacts the shots,”
he said.

Setting the ambience

The AAI is trying to put in
place podium settings for
top domestic events, includ-
ing the National champion-
ships here.

“You see many events like
this in Korea. Such a setting
creates the ambience of a big
event. When archers shoot
on a podium in domestic
competitions, they don’t get
overawed at bigger interna-
tional events,” said Singh.

The recurve competitions
of the National champion-
ships begin on Friday.

League final

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MILAN
Spain brought Italy’s record
37-match unbeaten run to an
end on Wednesday with a 2-1
win to reach the Nations
League final. Ferran Torres’
first-half brace won the Final
Four clash for Spain at the
San Siro.

Lorenzo Pellegrini pulled
a goal back with seven mi-
nutes left but the European
champions failed to com-
plete what would have been
a memorable comeback.

Italy, which beat Spain in
the Euro 2020 semifinals,
had to play over half the
match with 10 men after Leo-
nardo Bonucci was sent off
in the 42nd minute for el-
bowing Sergio Busquets in
the face during an aerial
challenge.
The result: Semifinal: Italy 1
(Pellegrini 83) lost to Spain 2
(F. Torres 17, 45+2).

854.

Trap team: 1. USA 6 (450); 2.
Italy 4 (466); 3. Germany 6
(444); 4. India (Divya Singh,
Aadya Tripathi, Kirti Gupta) 2
(405).

Mixed team 50m rifle prone: 1.
Germany 17 (415.8) 617.7; 2.
USA-2 5 (416.3) 613.8; 3. USA-1
16 (410.9) 614.1; 4. Austria 8
(412.0) 613.2; 6. India (Samra
Sift Kaur, Surya Pratap Singh)
409.5 (611.4); 9. India-2 (Ashi
Chouksey, Sanskar Havelia)
604.0.

Viraj Madappa on fire

Catches up with Khalin Joshi for joint lead

GOLF

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Viraj Madappa’s flurry of five
birdies over the last six
holes, coupled with over-
night leader Khalin Joshi’s fi-
nal-hole bogey, saw the two
share the lead at 12-under
204 after the penultimate
round of ¥70-lakh Tata Steel
PGTI MP Cup golf tourna-
ment at the Delhi Golf Club
course on Thursday.

Playing two groups be-
hind the leader group, Ma-
dappa signed off the day’s
best six-under 66 with his se-
venth birdie. Khalin, leading
by one stroke after the pe-
nultimate hole, dropped a
shot on the par-5 18th after a
wayward tee-shot for a 69
and let Madappa get a share
of the lead.

The duo is two strokes
ahead of Angad Cheema
who shot a 67.

The day clearly belonged
to Madappa. The Kolkata-
based 23-year-old, who fin-
ished his second round of 67
with a double-bogey, took
the turn at 35 after a ninth-
hole bogey.

But on the inward nine,
Madappa sank four birdies
on the trot from the 13th
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Swinging away: Viraj Madappa signed off the day's best
six-under 66 with his seventh birdie. =riLe pHoTO: AFP

hole, and added another on
the 18th to put Khalin under
pressure.

During his stupendous
run on the back nine, Ma-
dappa missed eagle-putts on
the two par-5s — 14th and
18th — from inside 12 feet.
His longest birdie-putt came
on the 15th where he got
lucky from 30 feet. In fact,
Madappa could have birdied
the par-3 17th hole, too, but
his putt lipped out.

All this while, Khalin
stayed in the lead. He fired
four birdies against a lone
bogey on the front nine.
Coming in, he birdied the
10th to move to 13-under for

Kadhe & Gonzales crash out

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU

BARCELONA

Arjun Kadhe and Ruben
Gonzales of Philippines lost
6-3, 7-6(3) to Alexander Erier
and Lucas Miedler of Austria
in the doubles quarterfinals
of the €44,820 Challenger
tennis tournament here.
Other results: €44,820 Chal-
lenger, Barcelona, Spain: Dou-
bles: First round: Filip Horan-
sky & Alex Molcan (Svk) bt
Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan & Pu-
rav Raja 6-7(2), 6-2, [10-8].
$25,000 ITF men, Setubal,
Portugal: First round: Anirudh
Chandrasekar & Vijay Sundar
Prashanth bt Tiago Cacao &
Jaime Faria (Por) 6-2, 6-0.
$15,000 ITF, Monastir, Tunisia:
Men: Second round: Guy Den

Ouden (Ned) bt Niki Poonacha
6-0, 6-3.

Women: Second round: Pimra-
da Jattavapornvanit (Tha) bt
Jennifer Luikham 4-6, 6-1, 6-3.
Doubles: Quarterfinals: Naima
Karamoko & Tess Sugnaux (Sui)
bt Laura Boehner (Ger) & Jen-
nifer Luikham 6-1, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF men, Cancun,
Mexico: First round: Seita Wa-
tanabe (Jpn) bt Siddhant Ban-
thia 6-3, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF, Sharm EL Sheikh,
Egypt: Men: Second round:
S.D. Prajwal Dev bt Hady Habib
(Lbn) 3-6, 6-1, 6-3; Petr Hajek
(Cze) bt Nitin Kumar Sinha 6-3,
6-7(4), 6-4. Doubles: Quarter-
finals: Szymon Kielan & Michal
Mikula (Pol) bt S.D. Prajwal Dev
& Nitin Kumar Sinha 6-4, 6-4.
Women: Doubles: Quarterfi-
nals: Rebeka Stolmar (Hun) &
Ashmitha Easwaramurthi bt

Ekaterina Bychkova (Rus) &
Shreya Tatavarthy 6-2, 7-6(3).

$15,000 ITF men, Doha, Qatar:
Second round: Oscar Moraing
(Ger) bt Dev Javia 2-6, 6-2,
6-2; First round: Christian Sigs-
gaard (Den bt Saketh Myneni
6-4, 6-4; Bharath Kumaran bt
Tarun Anirudh 6-2, 6-0.

$15,000 ITF men, Platja D'Aro,
Spain: Second round: Giovanni
Fonio (Ita) bt Manish Sureshku-
mar 6-0, 6-1.

$25,000 ITF women, Loule,
Portugal: First round: Ganna
Poznikhirenko (Ukr) & Prartha-
na Thombare bt Ines Murta
(Por) & Riya Bhatia 6-7(2), 6-1,
[10-4].

$25,000 ITF women, Redding,
USA: First round: Y. Pranjala bt
Mercedes Aristegui (Esp) 6-0,
6-2.

the first time. His round’s se-
cond bogey, on the 12th,
brought him back to un-
der-12. A birdie on the par-5
14th, saw Khalin hold on to
this one-stroke lead until he
faltered on the final green.
The scores (third round): 204 -
Viraj Madappa (71, 67, 66),
Khalin Joshi (69, 66, 69); 206 -
Angad Cheema (71, 68. 67);
207 - Kartik Sharma (70, 68,
69); 208 - N. Thangaraja (70,
67, 71), Rashid Khan (67, 73,
68); 209 - Manu Gandas (67,
70, 72), N. Dharma (71, 68, 70);
210 - S. Chikkarangappa (67,
70, 73), Mohammad Zamal
Hossain Mollah (Ban) (74, 67,
69) and Yuvraj Singh Sandhu
(69, 75, 66).

India held
goalless by
Sri Lanka

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE

India produced a disap-
pointing performance as it
was held to a goalless draw
by 205th-ranked Sri Lanka
despite a dominant display
in their second SAFF
Championships match
here on Thursday.

The seven-time cham-
pion paid the price of not
creating enough chances
and wasting those it got
against a Sri Lankan side
98 places below them in
the FIFA rankings.

Riya Sachdeva outwits Saina Deshpande

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Riya Sachdeva saved a bunch
of match points from being
down 1-5 in the second set to
outwit Saina Deshpande 3-6,
7-6(5), 6-2 in the under-16
girls’ pre-quarterfinals of the
National sub-junior tennis
championship at the DLTA
Complex here on Thursday.

Cheered strongly by the
fellow trainees of the Nation-
al Tennis Centre, Riya was
quite steady with her strokes
in taking the punch out of
her opponent’s game.

Saina had beaten the top
seed in the second round,
but could not wriggle out of
the clutches of Riya this day,
after a vibrant first half.

“I was impressed with Ri-
ya’s ability to fight right till
the end. For a 14-year-old,
she showed maturity to
change her game when what
she was comfortable play-

‘-
Riya Sachdeva.
ing, did not work. It was the
second match for her after a
short gap. It is all a learning
experience,” said National
coach Zeeshan Ali, who
watched the whole match.
In the quarterfinals, Riya
will take on Sonal Patil who
was brilliant in taming fifth
seed Abhaya Vamuri for the
loss of five games. Riya will

also play the under-14 quar-
terfinals against Ikaraju Ka-
numuri.

In the under-16 boys’ sec-
tion, Tarun Korwar over-
came Omar Rehan Sumar
7-5, 4-6, 6-3 in an entertain-
ing contest.

The results (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Under-16: Boys: Daksh
Prasad bt Mayank Sharma 6-4,
7-5; Jaishnav Shinde bt Manish
Yadav 6-2, 6-2; Tejas Ahuja bt
Omaansh Choudhary 7-5, 6-0;
Navya Verma bt Venkat Batlan-
ki 6-4, 7-5; Suresh Keerthivas-
san bt Shanker Heisnam 6-1,
6-3; Rethin Pranav bt Kriish
Tyagi 6-4, 6-3; Tarun Korwar bt
Omar Rehan Sumar 7-5, 4-6,
6-3; Rushil Khosla bt Hitesh
Chauhan 6-2, 6-4.

Girls: Riya Sachdeva bt Saina
Deshpande 3-6, 7-6(5), 6-2;
Sonal Patil bt Abhaya Vamuri
6-4, 6-1; Madhurima Sawant bt
Meher Mishra 6-3, 6-0; Apurva
Vamuri bt Pushti Laddha 4-6,
6-3, 6-4; Saumya Ronde bt Ni-

yati Kukreti 6-3, 6-3; Ruma Gai-
kaiwari bt Lakshmi Gowda 6-3,
6-2; Tamanna Takoria bt Thani-
ya Sarai 6-4, 6-1; Suhitha Maruri
bt Ananya SR 6-2, 6-2.

Under-14: Boys: Rayan Sajjid bt
Arnav Paparkar 6-1, 6-4; Sidd-
hant Sharma bt Vraj Gohil 6-3,
6-4; Samprit Sharma bt Jevin
Kanani 6-7(7), 6-4, 6-4; Sehaj
Singh Pawar bt Ashwajit Senjam
6-1, 6-7(3), 6-0; Dhruv Sachde-
va bt Mahalingam Kandhavel
5-7,7-6(6), 6-3; Tejas Ahuja bt
Aditya Mor 6-3, 4-6, 6-1; Ven-
kat Batlanki bt Pratyaksh 6-3,
6-2; Kriish Tyagi bt Swastik
Sharma 5-7, 6-2, 6-2. Girls: Riya
Sachdeva bt Rishitha Basireddy
6-3, 6-0; lkaraju Kanumuri bt
Prisha Shinde 6-2, 6-1; Maaya
Rajesh bt Janhavi Kajla 6-0,
6-2; Mahika Khanna bt Priyanka
Rana 6-2, 5-7, 6-2; Saijayani Ba-
nerjee bt Ishi Maheshwari 6-1,
6-4; Harithashree Venkatesh bt
Anushka Bhola 6-4, 6-1; Sree
Tanvi Dasari bt Aditi Rawat 6-3,
7-5; Nemha Kispotta Manshi
Singh 6-3, 5-7, 6-4.

‘No proper second-string team to send to CWG

COVID has hurt talent-spotting and grooming in the last two years, says Baskaran

HOCKEY

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

The real reasons for Hockey
India’s decision to withdraw
the men’s and women’s
teams from next year’s
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham may be caught
in a bit of a haze. But Olym-
pic gold medallist V. Baska-
ran believes that Graham
Reid, the Indian men’s
team’s head coach, had a
big say in the matter.

“If you look at it, Reid
now calls the tune because
he has delivered a bronze at
the Olympics. So, I think HI
has decided to go with him,”
said Baskaran, the captain
of the triumphant Indian
team at the 1980 Moscow
Olympics, in a chat with The
Hindu.

The hockey champion of
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the Asian Games at Hangz-
hou (China, Sept. 10-25) will
directly qualify for the 2024
Paris Olympics and the pro-
blem is the Commonwealth
Games (July 28-Aug. 8) take
place just a month before
that in Birmingham.

“I also feel that we have
to focus on the Asiad as it is
an Olympic qualification
event. “We lost in the last
Asian Games (India won
bronze in 2018 at Jakarta)

If we win the Asian
Games, we will have
the same core group
and can make the
boys better for the
2023 World Cup in
India.

C

and we struggled for one
and half years to qualify for
the Tokyo Olympics. We
had to travel a lot and do a
lot of things.

Weak competition

“We can win it this time be-
cause Pakistan is not good,
Korea is nothing much. If
we win the Asian Games, we
will have the same core
group and can make the
boys better for the 2023
World Cup in India. I think
Reid is focusing on filling
the vacuum left by players
like Rupinder Pal Singh, V.S.
Sunil and Birendra Lakra

»

who retired recently, and
on qualifying for Paris.”

Another issue is that In-
dia does not have a proper
second string. “The pro-
blem of not having a deve-
lopment team now is be-
cause of COVID. There may
be players but how will you
prepare them. In 2016, our
Junior World Cup team was
good (India won the title),
but the pandemic has taken
its toll.

“For the last two years,
there was no talent identifi-
cation, no Khelo India, no
Junior Nationals, no Nation-
als. The problem is, who
will we send as the goal-
keeper. Sreejesh and Krish-
an Pathak are seniors (and
with the Asiad probables).
So, I'll agree 80% with the
decision of not sending a
team to the Commonwealth
Games.”
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